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The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Holy God, as the week proceeds with
so much more left to do, we pray Your
divine presence in every debate, every
hearing, every meeting, every con-
versation, and not the least, in every
vote.

Given the sheer exhaustion, frenetic
schedule, inadequate nourishment of
body and soul through which these
Members dutifully toil, without Your
divine guidance, who is able to govern
Your people?

Even as You answered King Solo-
mon’s prayer, grant these Your serv-
ants discerning hearts in the govern-
ance of this country. May they be able
to parse out the necessary from the
convenient. May they divide Your pur-
pose from their prejudice. Simply, may
they be able to distinguish right from
wrong.

Unto Your care we commend then to-
day’s proceedings that they would
prove worthy in Your sight.

We offer this prayer in the strength
of Your name.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section
11(a) of House Resolution 188, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Colorado (Mrs. BOEBERT)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. BOEBERT led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————————

RENAME RUSSELL SENATE
OFFICE BUILDING

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, it is said that a picture is worth a
thousand words. This is a picture of a
symbol of national shame. It is the
Russell Senate Office Building. The
Russell Senate Office Building is
named after Richard Russell, a racist
and a bigot.

For 49 years, taxpayer dollars have
gone into this facility. For 49 years,
people have had to endure knowing
that this facility is named after a
bigot.

I believe that it is time for change. It
is time to take the name of Richard
Russell off this building. We don’t have
to name it in honor of someone else.
Let it revert to the name that it had
prior to Richard Russell; it was the Old
Senate Office Building.

I ask that we do this, and I am going
to write a letter to each and every Sen-
ator explaining this and hoping that
each and every Senator will at some
point decide that a building paid for
with taxpayer dollars should not be
named in honor of a racist and a bigot.

———

HONORING HARRY TALBOTT

(Mrs. BOEBERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BOEBERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the life of a
western Colorado legend and my dear
friend, Harry Talbott of Palisade.

At his 2018 induction into the Colo-
rado Agriculture Hall of Fame, Harry
remarked:

The world may little remember nor
long note what we have done here to-
night, but our contributions to Colo-
rado agriculture will live long after we
are gone and make it easier for those
who come after us.

I am honored and blessed to have
known Harry, as is western Colorado.

As the founder of one of Colorado’s
largest and oldest orchards, Talbott
Farms, his contributions to agriculture
in Colorado cannot be overstated.

Grown with snowmelt from the
Grand Mesa, the Talbott name is syn-
onymous with the best peaches many
will ever have the pleasure of experi-
encing.

Along the way, he employed and
mentored countless Coloradans, many
of whom remain in agriculture today
with farms of their own.

Without Harry and his grandiose vi-
sion for Palisade, the Western Slope
wouldn’t be the place that it is today.
He is the giant whose shoulders the
community now stands upon.

However, I would be remiss to con-
fine any tribute merely to Harry’s
business endeavors because they are
but a small piece of the man he was.

Harry was the quintessential renais-
sance man. Harry was a veteran, hav-
ing served honorably in the United
States Army. Harry was a science
teacher who invested in the hearts and
minds of the children in our commu-
nities.

Harry was a pioneer and an icon of
Colorado’s Third District, a man whose
character has been integral to that of
the Western Slope.

Harry leaves behind his wife, Bonnie;
his children, Bruce, Nathan, Charlie,
Dave, and Kathy; as well as numerous
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
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I extend to them my heartfelt condo-
lences and pray that God’s holy spirit
will comfort them and mend their bro-
ken hearts. Today, we honor a life of
service.

Harry, we love you.

————————

HONORING KEVIN VALENCIA

(Mrs. DEMINGS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the life of Orlando
Police Officer Kevin Valencia.

As a former chief in Orlando, I join
my brothers and sisters at OPD and
Kevin’s wife, Meghan, and their two
sons in expressing gratitude for his
service and in mourning his passing.

In 2018, Officer Valencia responded to
a domestic violence call involving a
convicted felon armed with a firearm
who was holding four children hostage.
Upon trying to gain entry and save the
children, Kevin was shot and critically
wounded. The subject later took the
lives of those children.

Kevin fought hard to survive but suc-
cumbed to his injuries on March 15 of
this year.

We use the word ‘“‘hero” often, and
sometimes I think we forget the many
heroic actions our men and women in
blue perform every day. But Officer
Kevin Valencia was a hero in every
sense of the word.

On March 15, a part of America died.
We are grateful for a life well lived.
Courage, pride, and commitment.

—————

RECOGNIZING FRANK BECKMANN

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the upcoming re-
tirement of a legend in Michigan
broadcasting, Frank Beckmann.

For the past 48 years, Frank has been
a pillar of the WJR airwaves. Frank
has been inducted into the Michigan
Sports Hall of Fame and Michigan As-
sociation of Broadcasters Hall of Fame,
and he has a list of professional acco-
lades longer than the time we have
today.

The Maize and Blue faithful know
him as the voice of Michigan football
for over three decades. His weekly lis-
teners, the best informed in all of talk
radio, know him as a clear and compel-
ling proponent of commonsense values.
Nonprofits and charities across the
State know his generosity in using his
microphone to support many worthy
causes. I am blessed to know him as a
friend.

Congratulations,
and storied career.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
wishing Frank Beckmann a wonderful
retirement filled with family, lots of
golf, and coolers full of fresh Lake Erie
walleye.

Frank, on a long

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

RESTORING NORMAL RELATIONS
WITH CUBA

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to urge President Biden to move quick-
ly and comprehensively to restore U.S.-
Cuban relations.

The last 2 years of the Obama admin-
istration saw an explosion of positive
change in Cuba. The fledgling Cuban
private sector flourished. Innovation,
the internet, communications, and po-
litical space expanded. And exchanges
between our two peoples multiplied.

Official cooperation advanced signifi-
cantly on law enforcement,
antinarcotics, migration, human traf-
ficking, and the environment. Dia-
logues began on tough topics like eco-
nomic reform and human rights.

Tragically, these advances were
wiped out by President Trump. Today,
we need strong, levelheaded leadership
capable of rebuilding trust, navigating
a return to normal relations, and ad-
vancing U.S. interests.

We need to immediately end restric-
tions on travel; remittances; financial

transactions; and educational, sci-
entific, environmental, and cultural
exchange.

We must remove Cuba again from the
state sponsors of terrorism list and re-
scind any sanction that impedes the
delivery of humanitarian aid.

Let’s not make the mistake of mov-
ing slowly and incrementally. We need
to act now. I call on the Biden adminis-
tration to make this a priority.

———
SECURE THE SOUTHERN BORDER

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, there is an
undeniable crisis along our southern
border, and the most recent numbers
we have received are alarming.

Last month, there were over 100,000
illegal immigrants encountered at our
border. That is a 173 percent increase
from the same time last year and the
highest number of encounters in 7
years.

From January to February of this
year, we saw a 163 percent increase of
family unit encounters, a 61 percent in-
crease in unaccompanied minors, and a
28 percent increase in encounters over-
all.

This surge is a direct result of the
Biden administration’s failure to se-
cure our border and enforce our immi-
gration laws.

Now we face a humanitarian crisis.
While the President refuses to ac-
knowledge this dire situation, my
Democratic colleagues are turning a
deaf ear by advancing two bills this
week to grant blanket amnesty to mil-
lions of illegals. Are you kidding me?

This sends the wrong message that
our borders are open and that our laws
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don’t matter, which  will only
incentivize more illegal immigration.
It is time to build a wall, end policies
like catch and release, and oppose mass
amnesty. We must secure our border.

———————

DREAMERS MUST BE SUPPORTED

(Mr. SUOZZI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, 100 years
ago, my father was born in a small me-
dieval village in the mountaintops of
southern Italy.

He came to America as a young boy,
and in his St. Dominic’s High School
senior yearbook, he wrote that his goal
in life was ‘“‘to become a real Amer-
ican.”

Twenty-seven years ago, I served as
the young mayor of my hometown of
Glen Cove. I addressed the issue of a
growing population of new immigrants
from Central and South America who
gathered on street corners looking for
daywork by creating the first day-
worker site anywhere on the East
Coast of the United States of America.

Today, those same men who gathered
on street corners have their own busi-
nesses, own their own homes, and their
children went to school with my chil-
dren.

One Dreamer from El Salvador, who
graduated high school with my daugh-
ter, went on to graduate from college
with a degree in biomedical engineer-
ing, got a master’s in biomedical engi-
neering, and is now pursuing a doc-
torate in the same subject.

Today, I will support the American
Dream and Promise Act, for Mario, for
Nelson, and for all the other Dreamers
whose goal is, like my father’s, to be-
come a real American.

——
0 1215

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
FRANK CAGLE

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, a few
weeks ago, Frank Cagle, my close
friend and a good Libertarian conserv-
ative, passed away after a battle with
cancer.

Frank was a brave American who
served with the 82nd Airborne during
the Vietnam war. Following his serv-
ice, he attended college and worked for
newspapers across the South.

In 1982, Frank came to east Ten-
nessee to work at the Knoxville News
Sentinel as a copy editor. His passion
was reporting on State and local poli-
tics. Frank put his commentary into
action, serving as deputy to Knoxville
Mayor, Victor Ashe, and working as
campaign manager on Congressman
Van Hilleary’s 2002 bid for Governor.

He later returned to journalism,
writing columns and analyzing policy
for Knox TN Today, WATE, and back
at the Knoxville News Sentinel. Frank
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focused his career on delivering unbi-
ased political reporting, and his con-
tributions will leave a long-lasting im-
pression on all of us in east Tennessee.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to celebrate
Frank’s life and recognize his dedica-
tion to our community on the House
floor.

Rest in peace, my good friend.

——————

FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH
CENTERS

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, federally qualified health cen-
ters are located in neighborhoods, con-
necting to people where they live and
where families today are struggling.

Health centers in my western New
York community—Neighborhood
Health Center, Community Health Cen-
ter of Buffalo and Niagara Falls, Jeri-
cho Road Health Center, and Evergreen
Health Services—are on the front lines
in the fight against COVID-19 and the
ongoing battle to end health dispari-
ties.

This week, I met with several of
these health centers, hearing firsthand
about the role that telehealth, primary
care, outreach, education have in pro-
viding better health outcomes.

Today, I am pleased to announce over
$3.5 million in resources to help Fed-
eral health centers in western New
York continue to battle the pandemic
and protect our neighborhoods. This
funding, provided through the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan, will help support the
health center workforce and deliver
testing, treatment, and vaccines to
help our communities and keep them
safe.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
AGUILAR). Members are reminded to ob-
serve decorum when speaking before
the House.

————

INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE
RESOLUTION

(Mr. MCCARTHY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I have
grave concerns about the current com-
position of the Intelligence Committee.
The Intel Committee handles our Na-
tion’s highest secrets. It has access to
information that most Members do not
see. And unlike standing committees,
Members of the majority are appointed
by the Speaker only.

That is why Members who are ap-
pointed to this important committee
must possess the highest level of credi-
bility and character, and it is why no
Member should be compromised in any
way.

Unfortunately, information that I
have seen and that others have seen
suggests that not all Members meet
this high standard. So earlier this
week, I introduced a resolution to re-
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store confidence in the Intel Commit-
tee’s ability to safeguard our Nation’s
secrets.

Now, I do not take this action lightly
or for political reasons. Frankly, I am
surprised that it had to come to this.
The Speaker and I received the same
classified briefing from the FBI. The
details were deeply disturbing. Yet, so
far, the allegations, which have not
been denied, have gone unaddressed.

As the House considers this question,
I hope all Members will reflect on the
purpose and responsibilities of the se-
lect panel. T want all Members to ask
this one question:

Should a Member who can’t get a se-
curity clearance in the private sector
sit on the House Intelligence Com-
mittee?

Think about that for one moment.

Should a Member who cannot get a
security clearance in the private sector
sit on the House Intelligence Com-
mittee?

The American people deserve to
know that their government is not vul-
nerable.

Mr. Speaker, by adopting my resolu-
tion, we will show that we have our pri-
orities straight. I urge my colleagues
to support it.

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN

(Ms. SCANLON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, this
week, I was so proud to welcome Presi-
dent Joe Biden to our district to see
firsthand the impact the American
Rescue Plan will have on our commu-
nity and small businesses in Delaware
County, Pennsylvania, and to see the
enthusiasm with which his visit was
welcomed.

Together, we visited Smith Flooring,
a successful, minority-owned small
business in Chester that provides good
union jobs and is an economic driver in
an area that has struggled. The Presi-
dent and I spoke with founders Kristin
and James Smith about how the
COVID pandemic has impacted their
business. The struggling economy has
meant leaner times, but they are try-
ing to do right by their employees
until things get moving again.

The American Rescue Plan has over
$560 billion in aid for small businesses,
including over $7 billion for the Pay-
check Protection Program. These funds
will help small businesses, like Smith
Flooring, keep up their payroll, protect
jobs, and keep going until the economy
is fully open again.

I wanted President Biden to see up
close one of the Delco businesses that
is the backbone of our economy. Thank
you to Smith Flooring for talking with
President Biden and me. And equally
important, I wanted to thank Congress
and President Biden for bringing re-
newed help and hope to our community
with the American Rescue Plan.
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NATIONAL RED CROSS MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
March as National Red Cross Month.

While Red Cross Month has been cele-
brated since 1943, the Red Cross itself
has been making an impact on commu-
nity health since 1881.

In 1889, Clara Barton led one of the
first mobilizations to a national dis-
aster following the Johnstown Flood.
This site is in the process of being pre-
served today and is known as the Clara
Barton House.

Perhaps the organization’s best-
known program, the American Red
Cross, established the first nationwide
civilian blood donation program in the
1940s.

According to the organization, some-
one in the United States needs blood
every 2 seconds. Less than 38 percent of
the U.S. population is eligible to give
blood, and only 3 percent of those indi-
viduals donate annually. The critical
need for blood and the lifesaving poten-
tial that comes with a donation cannot
be overstated.

The American Red Cross has always
been a leader in this effort, and, today,
they still provide more than 40 percent
of the blood products in the United
States.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to encour-
age all healthy Americans to donate
blood and plasma. In the wake of the
pandemic, it is needed now more than
ever.

————
IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, this
week, House Democrats are building on
the progress made under the Biden-
Harris administration to reverse the
Trump damage and reform our failing
system by passing two historic and im-
portant bills:

H.R. 6, the American Dream and
Promise Act to protect Dreamers, TPS,
and DED recipients; and the Farm
Workforce Modernization Act to up-
hold the dignity of workers who feed
America.

Americans want solutions on immi-
gration. Voters overwhelmingly sup-
port a path to citizenship, reforms to
our legal immigration system, smart
management of our borders. Just like
with the American Rescue Plan, there
is strong bipartisan support for immi-
gration reform across the country, just
not within this body.

For too long, we have kept our arms
closed to people who, under similar cir-
cumstances 100 years ago, 30 years ago,
would have been given a path to citi-
zenship. But now the doors are closed.

Mr. Speaker, 55,000 Haitians came to
this country after the earthquakes.
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They are in limbo. Congress must act,
and these two overwhelmingly popular,
commonsense bills would ensure that
immigrants who make America more
American can continue to strengthen,
enrich, and contribute to our country.

—————

RECOGNIZING REGAN CAPONE

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I am
here today to recognize an outstanding
10-year-old girl from Sea Isle City in
south Jersey.

Regan Capone is already an engaged
member of her community and fre-
quently fundraises for local charities.
Last year, Regan raised over $6,000 for
the Love of Linda Cancer Benefit Horse
Show. Regan is now raising money for
her Uncle Mike’s Seafood Polar Bear
Run/Walk For Autism.

Aside from fundraising, Regan is a
competitive equestrian and competes
in the English Circuit of South Jersey.
She even made it to the regionals this
year. Regan is a dedicated individual
who impacts the South Jersey commu-
nity every day with her selflessness
and her desire to raise awareness for
the causes that are so close to her
heart.

Thank you, Regan. You are truly an
American hero for all that you do. God
bless you and God bless America.

——————

IMMIGRATION DIVERSITY AND
UNITY

(Mr. TRONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TRONE. Mr. Speaker, after
spending most of my life in the busi-
ness world, I have seen firsthand how
immigrants bring immense contribu-
tions to American business. Whether it
is a CEO of a Fortune 500 company or
the frontline worker who has kept our
workers safe during the COVID-19 pan-

demic, immigrant workers, entre-
preneurs, and leaders drive our econ-
omy.

Immigrants bring revolutionary new
ideas to our country. Immigrants cre-
ate jobs. Immigrants inspire innova-
tion that pushes us forward as a coun-
try, keeping us on the cutting edge of
technology and medical advances.

As the Speaker often says, ‘‘diversity
is our strength, unity is our power.”

Immigrants bring their diverse expe-
riences and ideas to our country, to our
economy, and make it better. Our Na-
tion would be foolish to take them for
granted.

———

HONORING GARY TRUITT

(Mr. BAIRD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to honor the farm broadcaster,
Gary Truitt.

Gary was inducted into the National
Association of Farm Broadcasting Hall
of Fame for his outstanding work and
commitment to delivering informative
and insightful news to our Nation’s
farmers.

I offer my congratulations to Gary
for this remarkable achievement and
to celebrate his dedicated career. Gary
began his farm broadcasting career in
1981, bringing a fresh perspective to the
industry. And in only a few years, he
began his own news broadcast, which
soon dominated Indiana radio.

In 2006, he did it all over again after
a corporate sale of his first network,
and created Hoosier Ag Today. For
more than 33 years, Hoosier farmers
have relied on Hoosier Ag Today for
the latest news about the condition of
the agricultural industry and markets.

Mr. Speaker, it is hard to find some-
one who puts his whole heart into ev-
erything that they do. Gary is one of
them. I wish Gary many more years of
success.

INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE
ALLEGATIONS

(Mr. NADLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I have
rarely heard such pernicious nonsense
as we heard from the minority leader a
few minutes ago. He accused Mr.
SWALWELL of having a Chinese spy or
Chinese agent in his campaign. I under-
stand he has introduced a resolution to
remove Mr. SWALWELL from his com-
mittee for that purpose.

The fact is we all have hundreds of
people in our campaigns—hundreds of
people.

Can we vouch for any of them? Do we
know everybody’s associations? Do we
know whether someone in the cam-
paign is a spy or a thief, or whatever?
Do we do a police investigation, an FBI
investigation of every member of our
campaigns?

That is absurd. And I think Mr.
McCCARTHY ought to be ashamed be-
cause he is an experienced cam-
paigner—he knows this—for raising
these spurious allegations.

——
MOURNING THE PASSING OF
LYCUROUS LOWRY, PAUL

BROOKS, SR., AND MR. WYVIS
OXENDINE

(Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today, I rise to observe the re-
cent, almost simultaneous, passing of
three prominent members of the
Lumbee Tribe and the citizens of Robe-
son County, North Carolina: Mr.
Lycurous Lowry, Mr. Paul Brooks, Sr.,
and Mr. Wyvis Oxendine.
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These men displayed great fidelity to
this important community and our
Ninth District of North Carolina
throughout their lives.

Mr. Lycurous Lowry dedicated 50
years of his life to Robeson County,
serving 41 years as the president of the
Robeson County Farm Bureau.

Mr. Paul Brooks, Sr. spent many
years as a public servant to Robeson
County, including being elected as the
fourth chairman of the Lumbee Tribe.

Mr. Wyvis Oxendine leaves behind
over 20 years of devotion to his commu-
nity, which includes stints as a county
commissioner, a magistrate, and an ed-
ucator.

Mr. Speaker, these three men take
their leave from us at almost the same
time and leave behind an indelible im-
pact on our community. I honor them
for all they have done.

———
0 1230
RECOGNIZING BRYCE SINCLAIR

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Bryce Sinclair, a
senior at Maine-Endwell High School
in New York’s 22nd Congressional Dis-
trict. I am honored to announce that
Bryce accepted his appointment to join
the corps of cadets at the United
States Military Academy at West
Point, New York.

Bryce was selected among a highly
competitive pool of applicants from
around the country. Bryce’s decision to
attend West Point comes as no surprise
to those who know him well. He is a
young leader with exceptional talent
and potential and is already a dedi-
cated member of our community.

I wish to congratulate Bryce on this
tremendous honor. I wish him the best
as he takes on this venerable challenge
to serve our community and our Na-
tion in line with the Army’s core val-
ues: loyalty, duty, respect, selfless
service, honor, and personal courage.

As the mother of a Naval Academy
graduate, the service academies hold a
special place in my heart, especially
the friendly annual rivalry at the
Army/Navy game.

Mr. Speaker, we wish Bryce all the
best as he moves closer to his next in-
credible step in joining the corps of ca-
dets. Good luck, Bryce. And go Army
and go Navy.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE PELLA HIGH
SCHOOL  DUTCH BASKETBALL
TEAM

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I was going to ask for 1 minute yester-
day, given that it was St. Patrick’s
Day and Pella High School Dutch’s
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color is green, but they are the Pella
Dutch, not the Pella Irish.

Last Friday, the Pella High School
Dutch of Marion County, Iowa, success-
fully completed their playoff run by
winning the 3A Iowa boys basketball
championship.

Capping off a terrific 26-2 season with
a 15-1 conference record, the Dutch
brought home the State championship
for the first time in 18 years.

The achievement of winning a State
title itself is something of which the
Dutch team and the Pella community
should be proud, but these players and
their families should be even more
proud of their commitment to the
game, perseverance, sportsmanship and
teamwork that guided them through
this incredible season.

For the seniors, I hope you continue
to follow your passions, in basketball
and elsewhere beyond high school. For
the juniors and underclassmen, I wish
you the best of luck in the coming
years, both on and off the court.

Mr. Speaker, I am thrilled for this
team, the coaching staff, fans, and the
entire Pella community, and I am hon-
ored to represent them in Congress,
and speak about them on the House
floor.

————————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 18, 2021.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 18, 2021, at 11:08 a.m.:

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 1276.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
CHERYL L. JOHNSON,
Clerk.

———

AMERICAN DREAM AND PROMISE
ACT OF 2021

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 233, I call up the
bill (H.R. 6) to authorize the cancella-
tion of removal and adjustment of sta-
tus of certain aliens, and for other pur-
poses, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 233, the
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules
Committee Print 117-4 is adopted, and
the bill, as amended, is considered
read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:
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H.R.6

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ““American Dream and Promise Act of 2021°°.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

TITLE I—DREAM ACT OF 2021

Sec. 101. Short title.

Sec. 102. Permanent resident status on a condi-
tional basis for certain long-term
residents who entered the united
states as children.

Sec. 103. Terms of permanent resident status on
a conditional basis.

Sec. 104. Removal of conditional basis of perma-
nent resident status.

Sec. 105. Restoration of State option to deter-
mine residency for purposes of
higher education benefits.

TITLE II—AMERICAN PROMISE ACT OF 2021

Sec. 201. Short title.

Sec. 202. Adjustment of status for certain na-
tionals of certain countries des-
ignated for temporary protected
status or deferred enforced depar-
ture.

203. Clarification.

TITLE I[II—GENERAL PROVISIONS

301. Definitions.

302. Submission of biometric and bio-

graphic data; background checks.

Limitation on removal; application

and fee exemption; and other con-
ditions on eligible individuals.

Determination of continuous presence

and residence.

Exemption from numerical limitations.

Availability of administrative and ju-

dicial review.

Documentation requirements.

Rule making.

Confidentiality of information.

Grant program to assist eligible appli-

cants.

Provisions affecting eligibility for ad-
Jjustment of status.
Supplementary surcharge

pointed counsel.

Annual report on provisional denial

authority.
TITLE I—DREAM ACT OF 2021

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘“‘Dream Act of
2021,

SEC. 102. PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS ON A
CONDITIONAL BASIS FOR CERTAIN
LONG-TERM RESIDENTS WHO EN-
TERED THE UNITED STATES AS
CHILDREN.

(a) CONDITIONAL BASIS FOR STATUS.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, and
except as provided in section 104(c)(2), an alien
shall be considered, at the time of obtaining the
status of an alien lawfully admitted for perma-
nent residence under this section, to have ob-
tained such status on a conditional basis subject
to the provisions of this title.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the Secretary or the Attorney
General shall adjust to the status of an alien
lawfully admitted for permanent residence on a
conditional basis, or without the conditional
basis as provided in section 104(c)(2), an alien
who is inadmissible or deportable from the
United States, is subject to a grant of Deferred
Enforced Departure, has temporary protected
status under section 244 of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1254a), or is the son or
daughter of an alien admitted as a non-
immigrant under subparagraphs (E)(i), (E)(ii),
(H)(i)(b), or (L) of section 101(a)(15) of such Act
(8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)) if—

(A) the alien has been continuously physically
present in the United States since January 1,
2021;

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 303.

Sec. 304.

305.
306.

Sec.
Sec.

307.
308.
309.
310.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 311.

Sec. 312. for ap-

Sec. 313.
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(B) the alien was 18 years of age or younger
on the date on which the alien entered the
United States and has continuously resided in
the United States since such entry;

(C) the alien—

(i) subject to paragraph (2), is mot inadmis-
sible under paragraph (1), (6)(E), (6)(G), (8), or
(10) of section 212(a) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a));

(ii) has not ordered, incited, assisted, or other-
wise participated in the persecution of any per-
son on account of race, religion, nationality,
membership in a particular social group, or po-
litical opinion; and

(iii) is not barred from adjustment of status
under this title based on the criminal and na-
tional security grounds described under sub-
section (c), subject to the provisions of such sub-
section; and

(D) the alien—

(i) has been admitted to an institution of
higher education;

(ii) has been admitted to an area career and
technical education school at the postsecondary
level;

(iii) in the United States, has obtained—

(I) a high school diploma or a commensurate
alternative award from a public or private high
school;

(11) a General Education Development creden-
tial, a high school equivalency diploma recog-
nized under State law, or another similar State-
authoriced credential;

(III) a credential or certificate from an area
career and technical education school at the
secondary level; or

(IV) a recognized postsecondary credential; or

(iv) is envrolled in secondary school or in an
education program assisting students in—

(1) obtaining a high school diploma or its rec-
ognized equivalent under State law;

(II) passing the General Education Develop-
ment test, a high school equivalence diploma ex-
amination, or other similar State-authorized
exam;

(I111) obtaining a certificate or credential from
an area career and technical education school
providing education at the secondary level; or

(IV) obtaining a recognized postsecondary
credential.

(2) WAIVER OF GROUNDS OF INADMISSIBILITY.—
With respect to any benefit under this title, and
in addition to the waivers under subsection
(c)(2), the Secretary may waive the grounds of
inadmissibility wunder paragraph (1), (6)(E),
6)(G), or (10)(D) of section 212(a) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a))
for humanitarian purposes, for family unity, or
because the waiver is otherwise in the public in-
terest.

(3) APPLICATION FEE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may, subject
to an exemption under section 303(c), require an
alien applying under this section to pay a rea-
sonable fee that is commensurate with the cost
of processing the application but does not ex-
ceed $495.00.

(B) SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR APPLICANTS
WITH DACA.—The Secretary shall establish a
streamlined procedure for aliens who have been
granted DACA and who meet the requirements
for renewal (under the terms of the program in
effect on January 1, 2017) to apply for adjust-
ment of status to that of an alien lawfully ad-
mitted for permanent residence on a conditional
basis under this section, or without the condi-
tional basis as provided in section 104(c)(2).
Such procedure shall not include a requirement
that the applicant pay a fee, except that the
Secretary may require an applicant who meets
the requirements for lawful permanent residence
without the conditional basis under section
104(c)(2) to pay a fee that is commensurate with
the cost of processing the application, subject to
the exemption under section 303(c).

(4) BACKGROUND CHECKS.—The Secretary may
not grant an alien permanent resident status on
a conditional basis under this section until the
requirements of section 302 are satisfied.
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(5) MILITARY SELECTIVE SERVICE.—Am alien
applying for permanent resident status on a
conditional basis under this section, or without
the conditional basis as provided in section
104(c)(2), shall establish that the alien has reg-
istered under the Military Selective Service Act
(50 U.S.C. 3801 et seq.), if the alien is subject to
registration under such Act.

(¢c) CRIMINAL AND NATIONAL SECURITY BARS.—

(1) GROUNDS OF INELIGIBILITY.—Ezxcept as
provided in paragraph (2), an alien is ineligible
for adjustment of status under this title (wheth-
er on a conditional basis or without the condi-
tional basis as provided in section 104(c)(2)) if
any of the following apply:

(A) The alien is inadmissible under paragraph
(2) or (3) of section 212(a) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)).

(B) Excluding any offense under State law for
which an essential element is the alien’s immi-
gration status, and any minor traffic offense,
the alien has been convicted of—

(i) any felony offense;

(ii) three or more misdemeanor offenses (ex-
cluding simple possession of cannabis or can-
nabis-related paraphernalia, any offense involv-
ing cannabis or cannabis-related paraphernalia
which is no longer prosecutable in the State in
which the conviction was entered, and any of-
fense involving civil disobedience without vio-
lence) not occurring on the same date, and not
arising out of the same act, omission, or scheme
of misconduct; or

(iii) a misdemeanor offense of domestic vio-
lence, unless the alien demonstrates that such
crime is related to the alien having been—

(I) a victim of domestic violence, sexual as-
sault, stalking, child abuse or neglect, abuse or
neglect in later life, or human trafficking;

(II) battered or subjected to extreme cruelty;
or

(I11) a victim of criminal activity described in
section 101(a)(15)(U)(iii) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(U)(iii)).

(2) WAIVERS FOR CERTAIN MISDEMEANORS.—
For humanitarian purposes, family unity, or if
otherwise in the public interest, the Secretary
may—

(A) waive the grounds of inadmissibility under
subparagraphs (4), (C), and (D) of section
212(a)(2) of the Immigration and Nationality Act
(8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(2)), unless the conviction form-
ing the basis for inadmissibility would otherwise
render the alien ineligible under paragraph
(1)(B) (subject to subparagraph (B)); and

(B) for purposes of clauses (ii) and (iii) of
paragraph (1)(B), waive consideration of—

(i) one misdemeanor offense if the alien has
not been convicted of any offense in the 5-year
period preceding the date on which the alien ap-
plies for adjustment of status under this title; or

(ii) up to two misdemeanor offenses if the
alien has not been convicted of any offense in
the 10-year period preceding the date on which
the alien applies for adjustment of status under
this title.

(3) AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT SECONDARY RE-
VIEW.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding an alien’s
eligibility for adjustment of status under this
title, and subject to the procedures described in
this paragraph, the Secretary may, as a matter
of non-delegable discretion, provisionally deny
an application for adjustment of status (wheth-
er on a conditional basis or without the condi-
tional basis as provided in section 104(c)(2)) if
the Secretary, based on clear and convincing
evidence, which shall include credible law en-
forcement information, determines that the alien
is described in subparagraph (B) or (D).

(B) PUBLIC SAFETY.—An alien is described in
this subparagraph if—

(i) excluding simple possession of cannabis or
cannabis-related paraphernalia, any offense in-
volving cannabis or cannabis-related para-
phernalia which is no longer prosecutable in the
State in which the conviction was entered, any
offense under State law for which an essential
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element is the alien’s immigration status, any
offense involving civil disobedience without vio-
lence, and any minor traffic offense, the alien—

(I) has been convicted of a misdemeanor of-
fense punishable by a term of imprisonment of
move than 30 days; or

(II) has been adjudicated delinquent in a
State or local juvenile court proceeding that re-
sulted in a disposition ordering placement in a
secure facility; and

(ii) the alien poses a significant and con-
tinuing threat to public safety related to such
conviction or adjudication.

(C) PUBLIC SAFETY DETERMINATION.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (B)(ii), the Secretary
shall consider the recency of the conviction or
adjudication; the length of any imposed sen-
tence or placement; the nature and seriousness
of the conviction or adjudication, including
whether the elements of the offense include the
unlawful possession or use of a deadly weapon
to commit an offense or other conduct intended
to cause serious bodily injury;, and any miti-
gating factors pertaining to the alien’s role in
the commission of the offense.

(D) GANG PARTICIPATION.—An alien is de-
scribed in this subparagraph if the alien has,
within the 5 years immediately preceding the
date of the application, knowingly, willfully,
and voluntarily participated in offenses com-
mitted by a criminal street gang (as described in
subsections (a) and (c) of section 521 of title 18,
United States Code) with the intent to promote
or further the commission of such offenses.

(E) EVIDENTIARY LIMITATION.—For purposes
of subparagraph (D), allegations of gang mem-
bership obtained from a State or Federal in-
house or local database, or a network of data-
bases used for the purpose of recording and
sharing activities of alleged gang members
across law enforcement agencies, shall not es-
tablish the participation described in such para-
graph.

(F) NOTICE.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Prior to rendering a discre-
tionary decision under this paragraph, the Sec-
retary shall provide written notice of the intent
to provisionally deny the application to the
alien (or the alien’s counsel of record, if any) by
certified mail and, if an electronic mail address
is provided, by electronic mail (or other form of
electronic communication). Such notice shall—

(I) articulate with specificity all grounds for
the preliminary determination, including the
evidence relied upon to support the determina-
tion; and

(II) provide the alien with not less than 90
days to respond.

(ii) SECOND NOTICE.—Not more than 30 days
after the issuance of the notice under clause (i),
the Secretary shall provide a second written no-
tice that meets the requirements of such clause.

(iii) NOTICE NOT RECEIVED.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, if an applicant pro-
vides good cause for not contesting a provisional
denial under this paragraph, including a failure
to receive notice as required under this subpara-
graph, the Secretary shall, upon a motion filed
by the alien, reopen an application for adjust-
ment of status under this title and allow the ap-
plicant an opportunity to respond, consistent
with clause (i)(1I).

(G) JUDICIAL REVIEW OF A PROVISIONAL DE-
NIAL.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, if, after notice and the oppor-
tunity to respond under subparagraph (F), the
Secretary provisionally denies an application
for adjustment of status under this Act, the
alien shall have 60 days from the date of the
Secretary’s determination to seek review of such
determination in an appropriate United States
district court.

(ii) SCOPE OF REVIEW AND DECISION.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, review
under paragraph (1) shall be de novo and based
solely on the administrative record, except that
the applicant shall be given the opportunity to
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supplement the administrative record and the
Secretary shall be given the opportunity to rebut
the evidence and arguments raised in such sub-
mission. Upon issuing its decision, the court
shall remand the matter, with appropriate in-
structions, to the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to render a final decision on the applica-
tion.

(iii) APPOINTED COUNSEL.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, an applicant seeking
judicial review under clause (i) shall be rep-
resented by counsel. Upon the request of the ap-
plicant, counsel shall be appointed for the ap-
plicant, in accordance with procedures to be es-
tablished by the Attorney General within 90
days of the date of the enactment of this Act,
and shall be funded in accordance with fees col-
lected and deposited in the Immigration Counsel
Account under section 312.

(4) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
section—

(A) the term ‘‘felony offense’” means an of-
fense under Federal or State law that is punish-
able by a maximum term of imprisonment of
more than 1 year;

(B) the term ‘“‘misdemeanor offense’”’ means an
offense under Federal or State law that is pun-
ishable by a term of imprisonment of more than
5 days but not more than 1 year; and

(C) the term ‘‘crime of domestic violence”
means any offense that has as an element the
use, attempted use, or threatened use of phys-
ical force against a person committed by a cur-
rent or former spouse of the person, by an indi-
vidual with whom the person shares a child in
common, by an individual who is cohabiting
with or has cohabited with the person as a
spouse, by an individual similarly situated to a
spouse of the person under the domestic or fam-
ily violence laws of the jurisdiction where the
offense occurs, or by any other individual
against a person who is protected from that in-
dividual’s acts under the domestic or family vio-
lence laws of the United States or any State, In-
dian Tribal government, or unit of local govern-
ment.

(d) LIMITATION ON REMOVAL OF CERTAIN
ALIEN MINORS.—An alien who is 18 years of age
or younger and meets the requirements under
subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C) of subsection
(b)(1) shall be provided a reasonable oppor-
tunity to meet the educational requirements
under subparagraph (D) of such subsection. The
Attorney General or the Secretary may not com-
mence or continue with removal proceedings
against such an alien.

(e) WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATION.—The Sec-
retary shall, upon receipt of a request to with-
draw an application for adjustment of status
under this section, cease processing of the appli-
cation, and close the case. Withdrawal of the
application under this subsection shall not prej-
udice any future application filed by the appli-
cant for any immigration benefit under this title
or under the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1101 et seq.).

SEC. 103. TERMS OF PERMANENT RESIDENT STA-
TUS ON A CONDITIONAL BASIS.

(a) PERIOD OF STATUS.—Permanent resident
status on a conditional basis is—

(1) valid for a period of 10 years, unless such
period is extended by the Secretary; and

(2) subject to revocation under subsection (c).

(b) NOTICE OF REQUIREMENTS.—At the time an
alien obtains permanent resident status on a
conditional basis, the Secretary shall provide
notice to the alien regarding the provisions of
this title and the requirements to have the con-
ditional basis of such status removed.

(c) REVOCATION OF STATUS.—The Secretary
may revoke the permanent resident status on a
conditional basis of an alien only if the Sec-
retary—

(1) determines that the alien ceases to meet the
requirements under section 102(b)(1)(C); and

(2) prior to the revocation, provides the
alien—

(A) notice of the proposed revocation; and
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(B) the opportunity for a hearing to provide
evidence that the alien meets such requirements
or otherwise to contest the proposed revocation.

(d) RETURN TO PREVIOUS IMMIGRATION STA-
TUS.—An alien whose permanent resident status
on a conditional basis expires under subsection
(a)(1) or is revoked under subsection (c), shall
return to the immigration status that the alien
had immediately before receiving permanent
resident status on a conditional basis.

SEC. 104. REMOVAL OF CONDITIONAL BASIS OF
PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS.

(a) ELIGIBILITY FOR REMOVAL OF CONDI-
TIONAL BASIS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), the
Secretary shall remove the conditional basis of
an alien’s permanent resident status granted
under this title and grant the alien status as an
alien lawfully admitted for permanent residence
if the alien—

(A) is described in section 102(b)(1)(C);

(B) has not abandoned the alien’s residence in
the United States during the period in which the
alien has permanent resident status on a condi-
tional basis; and

(C)(i) has obtained a degree from an institu-
tion of higher education, or has completed at
least 2 years, in good standing, of a program in
the United States leading to a bachelor’s degree
or higher degree or a recognized postsecondary
credential from an area career and technical
education school providing education at the
postsecondary level;

(ii) has served in the Uniformed Services for at
least 2 years and, if discharged, received an
honorable discharge; or

(iii) demonstrates earned income for periods
totaling at least 3 years and at least 75 percent
of the time that the alien has had a valid em-
ployment authorization, except that, in the case
of an alien who was enrolled in an institution
of higher education, an area career and tech-
nical education school to obtain a recognized
postsecondary credential, or an education pro-
gram described in section 102(b)(1)(D)(iii), the
Secretary shall reduce such total 3-year require-
ment by the total of such periods of enrollment.

(2) HARDSHIP EXCEPTION.—The Secretary shall
remove the conditional basis of an alien’s per-
manent resident status and grant the alien sta-
tus as an alien lawfully admitted for permanent
residence if the alien—

(A) satisfies the requirements under subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1);

(B) demonstrates compelling circumstances for
the inability to satisfy the requirements under
subparagraph (C) of such paragraph; and

(C) demonstrates that—

(i) the alien has a disability;

(ii) the alien is a full-time caregiver; or

(iii) the removal of the alien from the United
States would result in hardship to the alien or
the alien’s spouse, parent, or child who is a na-
tional of the United States or is lawfully admit-
ted for permanent residence.

(3) CITIZENSHIP REQUIREMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (B), the conditional basis of an
alien’s permanent resident status granted under
this title may not be removed unless the alien
demonstrates that the alien satisfies the require-
ments under section 312(a) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1423(a)).

(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall not
apply to an alien who is unable to meet the re-
quirements under such section 312(a) due to dis-
ability.

(4) APPLICATION FEE.—The Secretary may,
subject to an exemption under section 303(c), re-
quire aliens applying for removal of the condi-
tional basis of an alien’s permanent resident
status under this section to pay a reasonable fee
that is commensurate with the cost of processing
the application.

(5) BACKGROUND CHECKS.—The Secretary may
not remove the conditional basis of an alien’s
permanent resident status until the require-
ments of section 302 are satisfied.
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(b) TREATMENT FOR PURPOSES OF NATU-
RALIZATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of title III of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1401 et seq.), an alien granted permanent resi-
dent status on a conditional basis shall be con-
sidered to have been admitted to the United
States, and be present in the United States, as
an alien lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence.

(2) LIMITATION ON APPLICATION FOR NATU-
RALIZATION.—An alien may not apply for natu-
ralization while the alien is in permanent resi-
dent status on a conditional basis.

(¢) TIMING OF APPROVAL OF LAWFUL PERMA-
NENT RESIDENT STATUS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien granted permanent
resident status on a conditional basis under this
title may apply to have such conditional basis
removed at any time after such alien has met
the eligibility requirements set forth in sub-
section (a).

(2) APPROVAL WITH REGARD TO INITIAL APPLI-
CATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the Secretary or the Attorney
General shall adjust to the status of an alien
lawfully admitted for permanent resident status
without conditional basis, any alien who—

(i) demonstrates eligibility for lawful perma-
nent residence status on a conditional basis
under section 102(b); and

(ii) subject to the exceptions described in sub-
sections (a)(2) and (a)(3)(B) of this section, al-
ready has fulfilled the requirements of para-
graphs (1) and (3) of subsection (a) of this sec-
tion at the time such alien first submits an ap-
plication for benefits under this title.

(B) BACKGROUND CHECKS.—Subsection (a)(5)
shall apply to an alien seeking lawful perma-
nent resident status without conditional basis in
an initial application in the same manner as it
applies to an alien seeking removal of the condi-
tional basis of an alien’s permanent resident
status. Section 102(b)(4) shall not be construed
to require the Secretary to conduct more than
one identical security or law enforcement back-
ground check on such an alien.

(C) APPLICATION FEES.—In the case of an
alien seeking lawful permanent resident status
without conditional basis in an initial applica-
tion, the alien shall pay the fee required under
subsection (a)(4), subject to the exemption al-
lowed under section 303(c), but shall not be re-
quired to pay the application fee under section
102(D)(3).

SEC. 105. RESTORATION OF STATE OPTION TO DE-
TERMINE RESIDENCY FOR PUR-
POSES OF HIGHER EDUCATION BEN-
EFITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 505 of the Illegal Im-
migration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility
Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1623) is repealed.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The repeal under sub-
section (a) shall take effect as if included in the
original enactment of the Illegal Immigration
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of
1996 (division C of Public Law 104-208; 110 Stat.
3009-546).

TITLE II—AMERICAN PROMISE ACT OF

2021

SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the
Promise Act of 2021°°.

SEC. 202. ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS FOR CERTAIN
NATIONALS OF CERTAIN COUNTRIES
DESIGNATED FOR TEMPORARY PRO-
TECTED STATUS OR DEFERRED EN-
FORCED DEPARTURE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the Secretary or the Attorney
General shall adjust to the status of an alien
lawfully admitted for permanent residence, an
alien described in subsection (b) if the alien—

(1) applies for such adjustment, including sub-
mitting any required documents under section
307, not later than 3 years after the date of the
enactment of this Act;
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(2) has been continuously physically present
in the United States for a period of not less than
3 years; and

(3) subject to subsection (c), is mot inadmis-
sible under paragraph (1), (2), (3), (6)(D), (6)(E),
(6)(F), (6)(G), (8), or (10) of section 212(a) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1182(w)).

(b) ALIENS ELIGIBLE FOR ADJUSTMENT OF STA-
TUS.—An alien shall be eligible for adjustment
of status under this section if the alien is an in-
dividual—

(1) who—

(A) is a national of a foreign state (or part
thereof) (or in the case of an alien having no
nationality, is a person who last habitually re-
sided in such state) with a designation under
subsection (b) of section 244 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1254a(b)) on Jan-
uary 1, 2017, who had or was otherwise eligible
for temporary protected status on such date not-
withstanding  subsections (c)(1)(4)(iv) and
(c)(3)(C) of such section; and

(B) has mot engaged in conduct since such
date that would render the alien ineligible for
temporary protected status under Section
244(c)(2) of the Immigration and Nationality Act
(8 U.S.C. 1245a(c)(2)); or

(2) who was eligible for Deferred Enforced De-
parture as of January 20, 2021 and has not en-
gaged in conduct since that date that would
render the alien ineligible for Deferred Enforced
Departure.

(¢c) WAIVER OF GROUNDS OF INADMIS-
SIBILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), with respect to any benefit under this
title, and in addition to any waivers that are
otherwise available, the Secretary may waive
the grounds of inadmissibility under paragraph
(1), subparagraphs (A), (C), and (D) of para-
graph (2), subparagraphs (D) through (G) of
paragraph (6), or paragraph (10)(D) of section
212(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1182(a)) for humanitarian purposes, for
family unity, or because the waiver is otherwise
in the public interest.

(2) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary may not waive
a ground described in paragraph (1) if such in-
admissibility is based on a conviction or convic-
tions, and such conviction or convictions would
otherwise render the alien ineligible under sec-
tion 244(c)(2)(B) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1254a(c)(2)(B)).

(d) APPLICATION.—

(1) FEE.—The Secretary shall, subject to an
exemption under section 303(c), require an alien
applying for adjustment of status under this
section to pay a reasonable fee that is commen-
surate with the cost of processing the applica-
tion, but does not exceed $1,140.

(2) BACKGROUND CHECKS.—The Secretary may
not grant an alien permanent resident status on
a conditional basis under this section until the
requirements of section 302 are satisfied.

(3) WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATION.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall, upon receipt
of a request to withdraw an application for ad-
justment of status under this section, cease
processing of the application and close the case.
Withdrawal of the application under this sub-
section shall not prejudice any future applica-
tion filed by the applicant for any immigration
benefit under this title or under the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.).

SEC. 203. CLARIFICATION.

Section 244(f)(4) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1254a(f)(4)) is amended
by inserting after ‘‘considered’’ the following:
“‘as having been inspected and admitted into the
United States, and’’.

TITLE III—GENERAL PROVISIONS
SEC. 301. DEFINITIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In this Act:

(1) IN GENERAL.—Ezxcept as otherwise specifi-
cally provided, any term used in this Act that is
used in the immigration laws shall have the
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meaning given such term in the immigration
laws.

(2) APPROPRIATE UNITED STATES DISTRICT
COURT.—The term ‘‘appropriate United States
district court’” means the United States District
Court for the District of Columbia or the United
States district court with jurisdiction over the
alien’s principal place of residence.

(3) AREA CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION
SCHOOL.—The term ‘‘area career and technical
education school’” has the meaning given such
term in section 3 of the Carl D. Perkins Career
and Technical Education Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C.
2302).

(4) DACA.—The term “DACA’’ means deferred
action granted to an alien pursuant to the De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals policy an-
nounced by the Secretary of Homeland Security
on June 15, 2012.

(5) DISABILITY.—The term ‘‘disability’’ has the
meaning given such term in section 3(1) of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 12102(1)).

(6) FEDERAL POVERTY LINE.—The term ‘‘Fed-
eral poverty line”’ has the meaning given such
term in section 213A(h) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1183a).

(7) HIGH SCHOOL; SECONDARY SCHOOL.—The
terms ‘“‘high school” and ‘‘secondary school’’
have the meanings given such terms in section
8101 of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801).

(8) IMMIGRATION LAWS.—The term ‘‘immigra-
tion laws’ has the meaning given such term in
section 101(a)(17) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(17)).

(9) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term “‘institution of higher education’—

(A) except as provided in subparagraph (B),
has the meaning given such term in section 102
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1002); and

(B) does not include an institution of higher
education outside of the United States.

(10) RECOGNIZED POSTSECONDARY CREDEN-
TIAL.—The term ‘‘recognized postsecondary cre-
dential”’ has the meaning given such term in
section 3 of the Workforce Innovation and Op-
portunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3102).

(11) SECRETARY.—Except as otherwise specifi-
cally provided, the term ‘‘Secretary’ means the
Secretary of Homeland Security.

(12) UNIFORMED SERVICES.—The term ‘‘Uni-
formed Services” has the meaning given the
term ‘“‘umiformed services’ in section 101(a) of
title 10, United States Code.

(b) TREATMENT OF EXPUNGED CONVICTIONS.—
For purposes of adjustment of status under this
Act, the terms ‘‘convicted’ and ‘‘conviction’’, as
used in this Act and in sections 212 and 244 of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1182, 1254a), do not include a judgment that has
been expunged or set aside, that resulted in a
rehabilitative disposition, or the equivalent.

SEC. 302. SUBMISSION OF BIOMETRIC AND BIO-
GRAPHIC DATA; BACKGROUND
CHECKS.

(a) SUBMISSION OF BIOMETRIC AND BIO-
GRAPHIC DATA.—The Secretary may not grant
an alien adjustment of status under this Act, on
either a conditional or permanent basis, unless
the alien submits biometric and biographic data,
in accordance with procedures established by
the Secretary. The Secretary shall provide an
alternative procedure for aliens who are unable
to provide such biometric or biographic data be-
cause of a physical impairment.

(b) BACKGROUND CHECKS.—The Secretary
shall use biometric, biographic, and other data
that the Secretary determines appropriate to
conduct security and law enforcement back-
ground checks and to determine whether there is
any criminal, national security, or other factor
that would render the alien ineligible for adjust-
ment of status under this Act, on either a condi-
tional or permanent basis. The status of an
alien may not be adjusted, on either a condi-
tional or permanent basis, unless security and
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law enforcement background checks are com-

pleted to the satisfaction of the Secretary.

SEC. 303. LIMITATION ON REMOVAL; APPLICA-
TION AND FEE EXEMPTION; AND
OTHER CONDITIONS ON ELIGIBLE
INDIVIDUALS.

(a) LIMITATION ON REMOVAL.—An alien who
appears to be prima facie eligible for relief under
this Act shall be given a reasonable opportunity
to apply for such relief and may not be removed
until, subject to section 306(c)(2), a final deci-
sion establishing ineligibility for relief is ren-
dered.

(b) APPLICATION.—An alien present in the
United States who has been ordered removed or
has been permitted to depart voluntarily from
the United States may, notwithstanding such
order or permission to depart, apply for adjust-
ment of status under this Act. Such alien shall
not be required to file a separate motion to re-
open, reconsider, or vacate the order of removal.
If the Secretary approves the application, the
Secretary shall cancel the order of removal. If
the Secretary renders a final administrative de-
cision to deny the application, the order of re-
moval or permission to depart shall be effective
and enforceable to the same extent as if the ap-
plication had mot been made, only after all
available administrative and judicial remedies
have been exhausted.

(c) FEE EXEMPTION.—An applicant may be ex-
empted from paying an application fee required
under this Act if the applicant—

(1) is 18 years of age or younger;

(2) received total income, during the 12-month
period immediately preceding the date on which
the applicant files an application under this
Act, that is less than 150 percent of the Federal
poverty line;

(3) is in foster care or otherwise lacks any pa-
rental or other familial support; or

(4) cannot care for himself or herself because
of a serious, chronic disability.

(d) ADVANCE PAROLE.—During the period be-
ginning on the date on which an alien applies
for adjustment of status under this Act and end-
ing on the date on which the Secretary makes a
final decision regarding such application, the
alien shall be eligible to apply for advance pa-
role. Section 101(g) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(g)) shall not apply
to an alien granted advance parole under this
Act.

(e) EMPLOYMENT.—An alien whose removal is
stayed pursuant to this Act, who may not be
placed in removal proceedings pursuant to this
Act, or who has pending an application under
this Act, shall, upon application to the Sec-
retary, be granted an employment authorization
document.

SEC. 304. DETERMINATION OF CONTINUOUS
PRESENCE AND RESIDENCE.

(a) EFFECT OF NOTICE TO APPEAR.—ANY pe-
riod of continuous physical presence or contin-
uous residence in the United States of an alien
who applies for permanent resident status under
this Act (whether on a conditional basis or
without the conditional basis as provided in sec-
tion 104(c)(2)) shall not terminate when the
alien is served a motice to appear under section
239(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1229(a)).

(b) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN BREAKS IN PRES-
ENCE OR RESIDENCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graphs (2) and (3), an alien shall be considered
to have failed to maintain—

(A) continuous physical presence in the
United States under this Act if the alien has de-
parted from the United States for any period ex-
ceeding 90 days or for any periods, in the aggre-
gate, exceeding 180 days; and

(B) continuous residence in the United States
under this Act if the alien has departed from the
United States for any period exceeding 180 days,
unless the alien establishes to the satisfaction of
the Secretary of Homeland Security that the
alien did not in fact abandon residence in the
United States during such period.
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(2) EXTENSIONS FOR EXTENUATING CIR-
CUMSTANCES.—The Secretary may extend the
time periods described in paragraph (1) for an
alien who demonstrates that the failure to time-
ly return to the United States was due to ex-
tenuating circumstances beyond the alien’s con-
trol, including—

(A) the serious illness of the alien;

(B) death or serious illness of a parent, grand-
parent, sibling, or child of the alien;

(C) processing delays associated with the ap-
plication process for a visa or other travel docu-
ment,; or

(D) restrictions on international travel due to
the public health emergency declared by the
Secretary of Health and Human Services under
section 319 of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 247d) with respect to COVID-19.

(3) TRAVEL AUTHORIZED BY THE SECRETARY.—
Any period of travel outside of the United States
by an alien that was authorized by the Sec-
retary may not be counted toward any period of
departure from the United States under para-
graph (1).

(c) WAIVER OF PHYSICAL PRESENCE.—With re-
spect to aliens who were removed or departed
the United States on or after January 20, 2017,
and who were continuously physically present
in the United States for at least 4 years prior to
such removal or departure, the Secretary may,
as a matter of discretion, waive the physical
presence requirement under section 102(b)(1)(A)
or section 202(a)(2) for humanitarian purposes,
for family unity, or because a waiver is other-
wise in the public interest. The Secretary, in
consultation with the Secretary of State, shall
establish a procedure for such aliens to apply
for relief under section 102 or 202 from outside
the United States if they would have been eligi-
ble for relief under such section, but for their re-
moval or departure.

SEC. 305. EXEMPTION FROM NUMERICAL LIMITA-
TIONS.

Nothing in this Act or in any other law may
be construed to apply a numerical limitation on
the number of aliens who may be granted per-
manent resident status under this Act (whether
on a conditional basis, or without the condi-
tional basis as provided in section 104(c)(2)).
SEC. 306. AVAILABILITY OF ADMINISTRATIVE AND

JUDICIAL REVIEW.

(a) ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW.—Not later than
30 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall provide to aliens who
have applied for adjustment of status under this
Act a process by which an applicant may seek
administrative appellate review of a denial of an
application for adjustment of status, or a rev-
ocation of such status.

(b) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—Ezxcept as provided in
subsection (c), and notwithstanding any other
provision of law, an alien may seek judicial re-
view of a denial of an application for adjust-
ment of status, or a revocation of such status,
under this Act in an appropriate United States
district court.

(c) STAY OF REMOVAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), an alien seeking administrative or ju-
dicial review under this Act may not be removed
from the United States until a final decision is
rendered establishing that the alien is ineligible
for adjustment of status under this Act.

(2) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary may remove an
alien described in paragraph (1) pending judi-
cial review if such removal is based on criminal
or national security grounds described in this
Act. Such removal shall not affect the alien’s
right to judicial review under this Act. The Sec-
retary shall promptly return a removed alien if
a decision to deny an application for adjustment
of status under this Act, or to revoke such sta-
tus, is reversed.

SEC. 307. DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS.

(a) DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING IDENTITY.—An
alien’s application for permanent resident status
under this Act (whether on a conditional basis,
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or without the conditional basis as provided in
section 104(c)(2)) may include, as evidence of
identity, the following:

(1) A passport or national identity document
from the alien’s country of origin that includes
the alien’s name and the alien’s photograph or
fingerprint.

(2) The alien’s birth certificate and an iden-
tity card that includes the alien’s name and
photograph.

(3) A school identification card that includes
the alien’s name and photograph, and school
records showing the alien’s name and that the
alien is or was enrolled at the school.

(4) A Uniformed Services identification card
issued by the Department of Defense.

(5) Any immigration or other document issued
by the United States Government bearing the
alien’s name and photograph.

(6) A State-issued identification card bearing
the alien’s name and photograph.

(7) Any other evidence determined to be cred-
ible by the Secretary.

(b) DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING ENTRY, CONTIN-
UOUS PHYSICAL PRESENCE, LACK OF ABANDON-
MENT OF RESIDENCE.—To establish that an alien
was 18 years of age or younger on the date on
which the alien entered the United States, and
has continuously resided in the United States
since such entry, as required wunder section
102(b)(1)(B), that an alien has been continu-
ously physically present in the United States, as
required under section 102(b)(1)(A) or 202(a)(2),
or that an alien has not abandoned residence in
the United States, as required under Section
104(a)(1)(B), the alien may submit the following
forms of evidence:

(1) Passport entries, including admission
stamps on the alien’s passport.

(2) Any document from the Department of Jus-
tice or the Department of Homeland Security
noting the alien’s date of entry into the United
States.

(3) Records from any educational institution
the alien has attended in the United States.

(4) Employment records of the alien that in-
clude the employer’s name and contact informa-
tion, or other records demonstrating earned in-
come.

(5) Records of service from the Uniformed
Services.

(6) Official records from a religious entity con-
firming the alien’s participation in a religious
ceremony.

(7) A birth certificate for a child who was
born in the United States.

(8) Hospital or medical records showing med-
ical treatment or hospitalization, the name of
the medical facility or physician, and the date
of the treatment or hospitalization.

(9) Automobile license receipts or registration.

(10) Deeds, mortgages, or rental agreement
contracts.

(11) Rent receipts or utility bills bearing the
alien’s name or the name of an immediate family
member of the alien, and the alien’s address.

(12) Tax receipts.

(13) Insurance policies.

(14) Remittance records, including copies of
money order receipts sent in or out of the coun-
try.

(15) Travel records.

(16) Dated bank transactions.

(17) Two or more sworn affidavits from indi-
viduals who are not related to the alien who
have direct knowledge of the alien’s continuous
physical presence in the United States, that
contain—

(A) the name, address, and telephone number
of the affiant; and

(B) the nature and duration of the relation-
ship between the affiant and the alien.

(18) Any other evidence determined to be cred-
ible by the Secretary.

(c) DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING ADMISSION TO
AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—To es-
tablish that an alien has been admitted to an in-
stitution of higher education, the alien may sub-
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mit to the Secretary a document from the insti-
tution of higher education certifying that the
alien—

(1) has been admitted to the institution; or

(2) is currently enrolled in the institution as a
student.

(d) DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING RECEIPT OF A
DEGREE FROM AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDU-
CATION.—To establish that an alien has ac-
quired a degree from an institution of higher
education in the United States, the alien may
submit to the Secretary a diploma or other docu-
ment from the institution stating that the alien
has received such a degree.

(e) DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING RECEIPT OF A
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA, GENERAL EDUCATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT CREDENTIAL, OR A RECOGNIZED
EQUIVALENT.—To establish that in the United
States an alien has earned a high school di-
ploma or a commensurate alternative award
from a public or private high school, has ob-
tained the General Education Development cre-
dential, or otherwise has satisfied section
102(b)(1)(D)(iii), the alien may submit to the
Secretary the following:

(1) A high school diploma, certificate of com-
pletion, or other alternate award.

(2) A high school equivalency diploma or cer-
tificate recognized under State law.

(3) Evidence that the alien passed a State-au-
thorized exam, including the General Education
Development test, in the United States.

(4) Evidence that the alien successfully com-
pleted an area career and technical education
program, such as a certification, certificate, or
similar alternate award.

(5) Evidence that the alien obtained a recog-
nized postsecondary credential.

(6) Any other evidence determined to be cred-
ible by the Secretary.

(f) DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING ENROLLMENT IN
AN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM.—To establish that
an alien is enrolled in any school or education
program described in section 102(b)(1)(D)(iv) or
104(a)(1)(C), the alien may submit school records
from the United States school that the alien is
currently attending that include—

(1) the name of the school; and

(2) the alien’s name, periods of attendance,
and current grade or educational level.

(9) DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING EXEMPTION
FROM APPLICATION FEES.—To establish that an
alien is erempt from an application fee under
this Act, the alien may submit to the Secretary
the following relevant documents:

(1) DOCUMENTS TO ESTABLISH AGE.—To estab-
lish that an alien meets an age requirement, the
alien may provide proof of identity, as described
in subsection (a), that establishes that the alien
is 18 years of age or younger.

(2) DOCUMENTS TO ESTABLISH INCOME.—To0 es-
tablish the alien’s income, the alien may pro-
vide—

(A) employment records or other records of
earned income, including records that have been
maintained by the Social Security Administra-
tion, the Internal Revenue Service, or any other
Federal, State, or local government agency;

(B) bank records; or

(C) at least two sworn affidavits from individ-
uals who are not related to the alien and who
have direct knowledge of the alien’s work and
income that contain—

(i) the name, address, and telephone number
of the affiant; and

(ii) the nature and duration of the relation-
ship between the affiant and the alien.

(3) DOCUMENTS TO ESTABLISH FOSTER CARE,
LACK OF FAMILIAL SUPPORT, OR SERIOUS, CHRON-
IC DISABILITY.—To establish that the alien is in
foster care, lacks parental or familial support,
or has a serious, chronic disability, the alien
may provide at least two sworn affidavits from
individuals who are not related to the alien and
who have direct knowledge of the circumstances
that contain—

(A) a statement that the alien is in foster care,
otherwise lacks any parental or other familiar
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support, or has a serious, chronic disability, as
appropriate;

(B) the name, address, and telephone number
of the affiant; and

(C) the nature and duration of the relation-
ship between the affiant and the alien.

(h) DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING QUALIFICATION
FOR HARDSHIP EXEMPTION.—To establish that
an alien satisfies one of the criteria for the
hardship exemption set forth in section
104(a)(2)(C), the alien may submit to the Sec-
retary at least two sworn affidavits from indi-
viduals who are not related to the alien and
who have direct knowledge of the circumstances
that warrant the exemption, that contain—

(1) the name, address, and telephone number
of the affiant; and

(2) the nature and duration of the relation-
ship between the affiant and the alien.

(i) DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING SERVICE IN THE
UNIFORMED SERVICES.—To establish that an
alien has served in the Uniformed Services for at
least 2 years and, if discharged, received an
honorable discharge, the alien may submit to
the Secretary—

(1) a Department of Defense form DD-214;

(2) a National Guard Report of Separation
and Record of Service form 22;

(3) personnel records for such service from the
appropriate Uniformed Service; or

(4) health records from the appropriate Uni-
formed Service.

(j) DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING EARNED IN-
COME.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien may satisfy the
earned income requirement under Section
104(a)(1)(C)(iii) by submitting records that—

(A) establish compliance with such require-
ment; and

(B) have been maintained by the Social Secu-
rity Administration, the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, or any other Federal, State, or local govern-
ment agency.

(2) OTHER DOCUMENTS.—An alien who is un-
able to submit the records described in para-
graph (1) may satisfy the earned income require-
ment by submitting at least two types of reliable
documents that provide evidence of employment
or other forms of earned income, including—

(A) bank records;

(B) business records;

(C) employer or contractor records;

(D) records of a labor union, day labor center,
or organization that assists workers in employ-
ment;

(E) sworn affidavits from individuals who are
not related to the alien and who have direct
knowledge of the alien’s work, that contain—

(i) the name, address, and telephone number
of the affiant; and

(ii) the nature and duration of the relation-
ship between the affiant and the alien;

(F) remittance records; or

(G) any other evidence determined to be cred-
ible by the Secretary.

(k) AUTHORITY TO PROHIBIT USE OF CERTAIN
DOCUMENTS.—If the Secretary determines, after
publication in the Federal Register and an op-
portunity for public comment, that any docu-
ment or class of documents does not reliably es-
tablish identity or that permanent resident sta-
tus under this Act (whether on a conditional
basis, or without the conditional basis as pro-
vided in section 104(c)(2)) is being obtained
fraudulently to an unacceptable degree, the Sec-
retary may prohibit or restrict the use of such
document or class of documents.

SEC. 308. RULE MAKING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall publish in the Federal Register in-
terim final rules implementing this Act, which
shall allow eligible individuals to immediately
apply for relief under this Act. Notwithstanding
section 553 of title 5, United States Code, the
regulation shall be effective, on an interim
basis, immediately upon publication, but may be
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subject to change and revision after public no-
tice and opportunity for a period of public com-
ment. The Secretary shall finalice such rules not
later than 180 days after the date of publication.

(b) PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT.—The re-
quirements under chapter 35 of title 44, United
States Code, (commonly known as the ‘“‘Paper-
work Reduction Act’’) shall not apply to any
action to implement this Act.

SEC. 309. CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may not dis-
close or use information (including information
provided during administrative or judicial re-
view) provided in applications filed under this
Act or in requests for DACA for the purpose of
immigration enforcement.

(b) REFERRALS PROHIBITED.—The Secretary,
based solely on information provided in an ap-
plication for adjustment of status under this Act
(including information provided during adminis-
trative or judicial review) or an application for
DACA, may not refer an applicant to U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement, U.S. Customs
and Border Protection, or any designee of either
such entity.

(c) LIMITED EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding
subsections (a) and (b), information provided in
an application for adjustment of status under
this Act may be shared with Federal security
and law enforcement agencies—

(1) for assistance in the consideration of an
application for adjustment of status under this
Act;

(2) to identify or prevent fraudulent claims;

(3) for national security purposes; or

(4) for the investigation or prosecution of any
felony offense not related to immigration status.

(d) PENALTY.—Any person who knowingly
uses, publishes, or permits information to be ex-
amined in violation of this section shall be fined
not more than $10,000.

SEC. 310. GRANT PROGRAM TO ASSIST ELIGIBLE
APPLICANTS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish, within U.S. Citicenship and Immigra-
tion Services, a program to award grants, on a
competitive basis, to eligible nonprofit organiza-
tions that will use the funding to assist eligible
applicants under this Act by providing them
with the services described in subsection (b).

(b) USE OF FUNDS.—Grant funds awarded
under this section shall be used for the design
and implementation of programs that provide—

(1) information to the public regarding the eli-
gibility and benefits of permanent resident sta-
tus under this Act (whether on a conditional
basis, or without the conditional basis as pro-
vided in section 104(c)(2)), particularly to indi-
viduals potentially eligible for such status;

(2) assistance, within the scope of authorized
practice of immigration law, to individuals sub-
mitting applications for adjustment of status
under this Act (whether on a conditional basis,
or without the conditional basis as provided in
section 104(c)(2)), including—

(A) screening prospective applicants to assess
their eligibility for such status;

(B) completing applications and petitions, in-
cluding providing assistance in obtaining the
requisite documents and supporting evidence;
and

(C) providing any other assistance that the
Secretary or grantee considers useful or nec-
essary to apply for adjustment of status under
this Act (whether on a conditional basis, or
without the conditional basis as provided in sec-
tion 104(c)(2)); and

(3) assistance, within the scope of authorized
practice of immigration law, and instruction, to
individuals—

(A) on the rights and responsibilities of United
States citizenship;

(B) in civics and English as a second lan-
guage;

(C) in preparation for the General Education
Development test; and

(D) in applying for adjustment of status and
United States citizenship.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

(¢c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) AMOUNTS AUTHORIZED.—There are author-
ized to be appropriated such sums as may be
necessary for each of the fiscal years 2022
through 2032 to carry out this section.

(2) AVAILABILITY.—Any amounts appropriated
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall remain avail-
able until expended.

SEC. 311. PROVISIONS AFFECTING ELIGIBILITY
FOR ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.

An alien’s eligibility to be lawfully admitted
for permanent residence under this Act (whether
on a conditional basis, or without the condi-
tional basis as provided in section 104(c)(2))
shall not preclude the alien from seeking any
status under any other provision of law for
which the alien may otherwise be eligible.

SEC. 312. SUPPLEMENTARY SURCHARGE FOR AP-
POINTED COUNSEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sec-
tion 302 and in cases where the applicant is ex-
empt from paying a fee under section 303(c), in
any case in which a fee is charged pursuant to
this Act, an additional surcharge of $25 shall be
imposed and collected for the purpose of pro-
viding appointed counsel to applicants seeking
judicial review of the Secretary’s decision to
provisionally deny an application under this
Act.

(b) IMMIGRATION COUNSEL ACCOUNT.—There is
established in the general fund of the Treasury
a separate account which shall be known as the
“Immigration Counsel Account’. Fees collected
under subsection (a) shall be deposited into the
Immigration Counsel Account and shall remain
available until expended for purposes of pro-
viding appointed counsel as required under this
Act.

(c) REPORT.—At the end of each 2-year period,
beginning with the establishment of this ac-
count, the Secretary of Homeland Security shall
submit a report to the Congress concerning the
status of the account, including any balances
therein, and recommend any adjustment in the
prescribed fee that may be required to ensure
that the receipts collected from the fee charged
for the succeeding two years equal, as closely as
possible, the cost of providing appointed counsel
as required under this Act.

SEC. 313. ANNUAL REPORT ON PROVISIONAL DE-
NIAL AUTHORITY.

Not later than 1 year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, and annually thereafter,
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall submit
to the Congress a report detailing the number of
applicants that receive—

(1) a provisional denial under this Act;

(2) a final denial under this Act without seek-
ing judicial review;

(3) a final denial under this Act after seeking
judicial review; and

(4) an approval under this Act after seeking
judicial review.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill,
as amended, shall be debatable for 1
hour, equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on the Judiciary
or their respective designees.

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
NADLER) and the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. JORDAN) each will control 30 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 6.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?
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There was no objection.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 22 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 6, the American
Dream and Promise Act of 2021, is vital
legislation that establishes a path to
lawful permanent resident, or LPR,
status for two critically important
populations that are in dire need of
protection.

The Dream Act creates an earned
path to LPR status for Dreamers, indi-
viduals who entered the United States
in their youth and who have lived here
for most of their lives. Dreamers are
part of the fabric of our Nation, aptly
demonstrated by their commitment to
bettering our country through the pur-
suit of education, military service, and
employment.

It is undeniable that Dreamers enrich
our Nation. They are our neighbors and
coworkers, they are classmates with
our children, and they serve in our
military with distinction. They are an
essential part of our communities,
where they contribute to our thriving
economy and make America a strong-
er, more united, and more diverse Na-
tion.

Similarly, the American Dream and
Promise Act provides a path to LPR
status for individuals who either held,
or were eligible for temporary protec-
tive status, TPS, as of January 1, 2017;
or deferred enforced departure, DED, as
of January 20, 2021.

TPS is a form of humanitarian relief
provided to individuals from countries
experiencing dangerous conditions and
crises. DED is like TPS, but it is de-
rived solely from the President’s con-
stitutional powers to conduct foreign
relations.

Like Dreamers, TPS and DED recipi-
ents are essential to our communities.
Many of them have lived in the United
States for decades. They make up a sig-
nificant portion of the workforce in
key industries, including construction,
food service, and home healthcare.
They contribute to the U.S. economy,
not only through their work, but also
through consumer spending and tax
revenue, and they have been particu-
larly essential in serving our country
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

I have no doubt that some of my Re-
publican colleagues will stand before
us today and use what they claim is a
crisis at the border as an excuse not to
support this bill. But let’s get one
thing straight, this legislation is not
about the border, this legislation is
about finally delivering on our promise
to America’s Dreamers and others who
are equally deserving of our protection.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my col-
leagues, LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD,
NYDIA VELAZQUEZ, and YVETTE CLARKE,
for their commitment to this impor-
tant legislation, and to the millions of
people this legislation will protect.

I hope that all my colleagues will
stand up for them when it truly counts
and will support H.R. 6 today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.



March 18, 2021

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, there is a crisis at the
border. There has been a crisis at the
border for weeks. And instead of ad-
dressing the crisis, instead of having a
hearing in the committee, Democrats
have passed bills that defund the po-
lice, restrict Americans’ Second
Amendment liberties, and federalize
election law. And not one of those
bills—by the way, not one of those bills
went through committee.

In fact, the Judiciary Committee—T74
days of this Congress, the full Judici-
ary Committee has yet to have a hear-
ing on anything. We have asked to
have a hearing on the border crisis, the
real crisis. We asked to have a hearing
on cancel culture, the attack on peo-

ples’ First Amendment liberties. We
asked to have a  hearing on
conservatorships. No full committee

hearing this entire Congress, but they
can pass bills to defund the police, re-
strict Americans’ Second Amendment
liberties, Federalize election law. And
now, while there is a crisis on the bor-
der, they bring a bill to the floor that
gives amnesty to 3 million illegal
aliens.

Seventy-four days of the 117th Con-
gress, the Democrats have taken away
the Republicans’ right to offer a mo-
tion to recommit; they have Kkicked
MARJORIE TAYLOR GREENE off a com-
mittee; two Democrats wrote a letter
trying to cancel “Fox News,”’
“Newsmax,” and ‘‘One America News.”
The Democratic chair of the House Ad-
ministration Committee compiled a
dossier on 140 Republican Members,
and they are preparing to steal an elec-
tion from Republican Congresswoman
MILLER-MEEKS.

And today, they are going to pass a
bill—try to pass a bill which, as I said
before, gives amnesty to 3 million ille-
gal immigrants. We have got gang
members crossing the border. We have
got people whose name is on the ter-
rorist watch list crossing the border.
We have got COVID positive illegals
crossing the border.

We have had 100,000 encounters with
foreigners on the border in February
alone. Housing illegal immigrants in
the Dallas Convention Center; the ad-
ministration sending FEMA in to help.
Even though they refuse to call the cri-
sis a crisis, they are sending in the dis-
aster agency to help with the situa-
tion. If that is not a crisis, frankly, I
don’t know what one is.

A crisis that President Trump, 2
months ago, told us was coming. I want
to read what President Trump said in
January. Two months ago, this is what
President Trump said: ‘“‘If our border
security measures are reversed, it will
trigger a tidal wave of illegal immigra-
tion, a wave like you’ve never seen be-
fore.” Boy was that accurate.

If our border security measures are
reversed. What has the Biden adminis-
tration done? They placed a morato-
rium on deportation, they ended the
Remain in Mexico program, and they
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have stopped building the wall. I think
that is a reversal. I think that is a re-
versal of the measures that were put in
place. What did it trigger? A tidal wave
of illegal immigration, a wave like you
have never seen before. It sure did. The
tidal wave is here, and the Democrats’
answer is amnesty. Wow. Such a deal
for the American people. Such a deal
for the American taxpayer.

Democrats answer: Defund the police,
attack Second Amendment liberties of
Americans, federalize election law, try
to cancel ‘“‘Fox News,” ‘“Newsmax,”’
““One America News,”” compile a dossier
on Republicans, kick one congress-
woman off of her committees, and try
to take an election from another, all
while they are creating a crisis on the
border, and then respond to it all with,
what? A bill that gives amnesty to 3
million illegal immigrants. That is
what this legislation does today.

Mr. Speaker, I hope we vote ‘“‘no.” 1
hope we can stop this legislation. This
is not what the American people bar-
gained for. This is not common sense,
and I hope we defeat this measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2% minutes to the distinguished gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. ROY-
BAL-ALLARD).

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker,
as a co-author of H.R. 6, I rise in strong
support of the American Dream and
Promise Act.

I thank Speaker PELOSI for making
the American Dream and Promise Act
one of the top 10 Democratic priorities
in the 117th Congress.

I also thank Congresswoman ZOE
LOFGREN and the Judiciary Immigra-
tion Subcommittee for their invaluable
hard work on this bill.

Today, this House has another oppor-
tunity to pass H.R. 6 and, once and for
all, end the fear and uncertainty that
have plagued the lives of our Nation’s
Dreamers, who have become an inte-
gral part of the fabric of American so-
ciety.

According to the Center for Amer-
ican Progress, each year Dreamers con-
tribute over $17.3 billion in Federal
taxes, nearly $9.7 billion in State and
local taxes, and their households have
$75 billion in buying power.

Over the course of this deadly corona
pandemic, an estimated 202,500 DACA
recipients have risked their lives to
protect the health and safety of Ameri-
cans.

Yet, in spite of the critical role they
play in our society, over 2.1 million
Dreamers live in a state of limbo,
doubt, and anxiety of being deported to
a country most do not know.

H.R. 6 eliminates the ambiguity in
their lives and recognizes the talents
and indispensable contributions
Dreamers make to our country. While
their individual stories may vary, they
share the common denominator of em-
bracing and exemplifying American
values and love for this country, the
only country they call home.

H1513

The American Dream and Promise
Act has the support of Democrats, Re-
publicans, and Independents, as well as
businesses, organized labor, faith
groups, educators, health professionals,
former cabinet officials, and the major-
ity of the American public.

This unprecedented coalition of sup-
port highlights that protecting our
Dreamers and providing them with a
path to citizenship is not a partisan
issue. It is an issue about who we are as
Americans, and what is in the best in-
terest of our country.

By passing the American Dream and
Promise Act, we will live up to our
American values of fairness, justice,
and compassion. And these incredible
young Dreamers, like generations of
immigrants before them, can continue
to play their vital role in the well-
being our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes” on the American Dream and
Promise Act today.

Mr. Speaker, as a co-author of H.R. 6, | rise
in strong support of the Dream and Promise
Act.

| thank Speaker PELOSI for making the
Dream and Promise Act one of the top ten
Democratic priorities in the 117th Congress.

| also thank Congresswoman ZOE LOFGREN
and the Judiciary Immigration sub-Committee
for their invaluable hard work on this bill.

During the last Congress a similar version of
the Dream Act passed the House with bipar-
tisan support. But unfortunately, the Senate
failed to take up the bill.

Today this House has another opportunity to
pass H.R. 6, and once and for all end the fear
and uncertainty that has plagued the lives of
our nations Dreamers who have become an
integral part of the fabric of our American soci-
ety.

3f&ccording to the Center for American
Progress, each year Dreamers contribute over
$17.3 billion in federal taxes, nearly $9.7 bil-
lion in state and local taxes, and their house-
holds have $75 billion in buying power.

During this health emergency they also
demonstrated the vital role they play in Amer-
ican society.

Over the course of this deadly Corona pan-
demic, an estimated 202,500 DACA recipients
have risked their lives to protect the health
and safety of Americans.

Dreamers are amongst the essential work-
ers helping to package and stock our food, the
teachers of our children, and the doctors,
nurses, and caregivers who daily have sac-
rificed their lives to save the lives of others.

Yet inspite of the critical role they play in
our society, over 2.1 million Dreamers live in
a state of limbo, doubt, and anxiety of being
deported to a country most do not know.

H.R. 6 eliminates the ambiguity in their lives
and recognizes the talents and indispensable
contributions Dreamers make to our country.

| have the privilege of representing the 40th
Congressional district, home to 24,000 Dream-
ers—the largest number in any congressional
district.

Since | co-authored the original Dream Act
twenty years ago, known then as the Student
Adjustment Act, | have met many of them and
hundreds more, from all over the country, who
have traveled to our nation’s capital to tell
their personal stories of hope, fear, exclusion,
and heartbreak.



H1514

While their individual stories may vary, they
share the common denominator of embracing
and exemplifying American values and love for
this country, the only country they call home.

They are American in every way, except on
paper.

They are Dreamers like Gabriela Cortes
who was brought here at age two and will
graduate in May with a Bachelor of Science
degree. She says the Dream Act gives her
hope because quote,” This is the only way |
can fully contribute to my country, the only
home | know.”

They are Dreamers like Sheila Salinas
Navarro who is a first year PhD student at
USC Leonard School of Gerontology. She
says, quote, “We need permanent solutions
so that folks like me can contribute to this na-
tion. All | ask is an opportunity to do so.”

And they are Dreamers like Marvin Perez,
brought to this country at age five and now at-
tending Glendale Community college. He says
he wants the opportunity to continue working
on becoming a physician.”

H.R. 6 will give them and all our Dreamers
the opportunity to reach their full potential,
contribute to their community, and help ensure
America remains the strongest and greatest
nation in the world.

The Dream and Promise Act has the sup-
port of Democrats, Republicans, and Inde-
pendents, as well as businesses, organized
labor, faith groups, educators, health profes-
sionals, former Cabinet officials, and majority
of the American public.

This unprecedented coalition of support
highlights that protecting our Dreamers and
providing them with a path to citizenship is not
a partisan issue.

It is an issue about who we are as Ameri-
cans and what is in the best interest of our
country.

By passing the Dream and Promise Act, we
will live up to our American values of fairness,
justice, and compassion. And these incredible
young Dreamers like generations of immi-
grants before them, can continue to play their
vital role in the well-being of our nation.

| urge my colleagues to vote yes on the
Dream and Promise Act today.

0 1245

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. McCCLINTOCK), who is the
ranking member on the Immigration
and Citizenship Subcommittee.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, last
year, we finally achieved operational
control of our southern border for the
first time in decades. The Trump ad-
ministration had made it clear that
our border would be enforced, and ille-
gal immigration dropped dramatically.

That all ended on January 20, when
Joe Biden issued executive orders to
stop deporting illegal immigrants,
abandon the border wall, admit anyone
claiming to be under 18, and rescinding
the Remain in Mexico policy for asy-
lum claims. That message has been
heard loud and clear.

The Border Patrol reported more
than 100,000 encounters in February
alone. Think about that. That is the
entire population of South Bend, Indi-
ana, or Green Bay, Wisconsin, in a sin-
gle month, and it is getting worse.
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We are way beyond the debate over
whether this is a border crisis. The
question now is whether we have a bor-
der at all.

What is the Democrats’ response?
This bill promises a path to citizenship
not only for 700,000 DACA recipients
but millions more who illegally arrived
prior to January 1, were under 19 when
they arrived, and have only committed
two misdemeanors.

How do they prove they qualify, Mr.
Speaker? Under this bill, it means hav-
ing a friend vouch for you.

Now, we all sympathize with those il-
legally brought here as young children
yvears ago, and more than 200 Repub-
licans supported legislation in the
1156th Congress to give them legal sta-
tus. But it included measures that se-
cured our border and enforced our laws
to discourage another generation of
young people being brought here ex-
actly as we are seeing unfold today.

Why are so many children being
placed in the hands of Mexican crimi-
nal cartels and forced to suffer the
2,000-mile trail of terror to our border?
Because it works.

Mr. Speaker, this bill proves the
Mexican crime cartels are right: You
will be admitted into our country and
need only wait for the next amnesty.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LOFGREN).

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, imagine
this: You are 17 years old. You have
worked hard, and you are the valedic-
torian of your high school class, the
quarterback on the football team. You
go down to apply for your driver’s li-
cense, and you find out for the first
time that you were actually not born
in the United States and that you are
undocumented.

There is no possibility for you to get
right with the law, but you did nothing
wrong. You don’t even remember the
place that you were born.

That is the circumstance that tens of
thousands of young people find them-
selves in, and this bill allows those
young people to get right with the
law—they have done nothing wrong—
and go on to become the full Americans
that they are except for their paper-
work.

It does something else that is impor-
tant, which is it recognizes that there
is a group of people who are here under
visas, but because the Senate messed
up—that is a term of art—the per coun-
try cap bill that this House passed by
365 votes in the last Congress, there is
a huge backlog from large countries so
long that the dependents of lawful tem-
porary visa holders age out. They have
no remedy, just as the other Dreamers.
They can’t go back to the country they
were born in because their parents are
legally here. They have no capacity to
become the full Americans that they
are. This also resolves that problem.

It is distressing to hear the rhetoric
about the border. In fact, the uptick at
the southern border began last April,
and it relates to hurricanes and dis-
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order in three Central American coun-
tries.

We need to pay attention to what is
going on in those three countries, and
that is something the Biden adminis-
tration is taking steps to do to solve
that problem where it starts. I will just
note that nobody is escaping from
Costa Rica. It is the disorder in three
countries that needs to be resolved.

Mr. Speaker, vote ‘‘yes’” on this bill.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. BIGGS).

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, as we see
the ongoing impacts of Biden’s inhu-
mane border crisis, I rise in opposition
to H.R. 6.

Mr. Speaker, it is irresponsible to be
considering this bill today. This bill
provides amnesty to millions of those
who are illegally in this country. This
promise of amnesty is a magnet for
aliens attempting to enter the United
States today. For at least 35 years, we
have seen a direct correlation between
promises of amnesty and an increase in
illegal border crossing.

The ongoing Biden inhumane border
crisis is a direct result of then-can-
didate and now-President Biden’s
flawed border policies, including am-
nesty. That is why I reintroduced the
Fund and Complete the Border Wall
Act earlier this year and introduced
the Stopping Border Surges Act earlier
this week.

These bills include real reforms that
will have real impacts. Specifically,
the Stopping Border Surges Act fixes
problems caused by the Flores settle-
ment agreement that prevent DHS
from detaining family units for more
than 20 days, ensures that unaccom-
panied alien children are quickly and
safely returned to their homes, and
promotes increased integrity in the
asylum system.

H.R. 6 will cause more problems than
it will solve. It has serious flaws that
lead to fraud and abuse.

This bill gives the Secretary broad
authority to waive grounds of inadmis-
sibility for humanitarian purposes,
family unity, or because the waiver is
otherwise in the public interest. That
means that, under this bill, even con-
victed criminals will be eligible for am-
nesty.

If that is not bad enough, under this
bill, aliens who were removed from the
country by DHS will be allowed to re-
turn and get amnesty. Let me repeat
that: Aliens who were ordered removed
by an immigration judge after receiv-
ing due process and were actually re-
moved will be allowed to return and
get amnesty.

Last year, USCIS, the agency that
administers this amnesty program, al-
most had to furlough 70 percent of its
workforce because the fees it collects
do not cover the costs of adjudicating
immigration benefits. But this bill ac-
tually sets the amnesty fee arbitrarily
low and will allow most aliens to ob-
tain a fee waiver. That is a recipe for
disaster.
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This bill prohibits information from
being shared with ICE so that our im-
migration laws cannot be enforced. In-
stead of prohibiting information shar-
ing, we should require information
sharing.

This bill does nothing to secure the
border or close loopholes in our immi-
gration laws that encourage illegal im-
migration.

Mr. Speaker, I oppose this bill, and I
encourage my colleagues to do the
same.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Washington (Ms.
JAYAPAL).

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of the Amer-
ican Dream and Promise Act.

As an immigrant myself who came to
America alone at the age of 16 and who
spent a decade in the immigrant rights
movement before coming to Congress, 1
stand with the Dreamers and TPS and
DED recipients who have courageously
proclaimed “‘undocumented and
unafraid” in the streets and Halls of
Congress and built this movement for
justice.

These Dreamers, TPS, and DED hold-
ers have lived in the shadows for too
long, doing our Nation’s essential work
while living a life of uncertainty and
fear every day.

Mr. Speaker, Congress—we—right
here and right now can change that.
We can stand up for our 4.4 million es-
sential community members who have
made the United States home. We can
legislate what they deserve, which is a
roadmap to citizenship and a future of
hope, opportunity, and contribution.

Let’s stop the hypocrisy of criminal-
izing immigrants. Let’s give recogni-
tion and hope today. Vote ‘‘aye’ on the
American Dream and Promise Act.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. ROY).

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Ohio for yielding me
time.

Mr. Speaker, a couple of nights ago,
I was in Laredo, Texas, doing an inter-
view while overlooking the Rio Grande.
My interview was interrupted by a
stream of human smugglers and people
shouting ‘‘run for the ladders, run for
the fences’” coming from the water.
Then, some went back across the river.

I went over to a facility where chil-
dren are being housed right now. They
are the people being smuggled by car-
tels for profit. That is happening right
now today. While we sit in here and de-
bate this bill, it is happening right
now.

A child is being abused right now by
cartels. And this body, the ‘‘people’s
House,” is doing nothing—nothing—to
address cartels that have ownership of
our borders right now.

We are not doing our job. A secure
border is pro-immigrant. Instead, what
we are doing today is we are going to
pass legislation that is a magnet for
more trafficking of children. We are
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going to pass legislation today that
empowers cartels. We are going to pass
legislation today that is a Band-Aid on
a broken system because this body re-
fuses to do its constitutional duty to
secure the borders of the United
States. That is what we are going to do
today.

Meanwhile, nothing is going to im-
prove the life of the little girl sitting
in Nuevo Laredo right now being
abused under the hands of CDN for the
$3,000 or $7,000 to move that little girl
across the river while Border Patrol
doesn’t have the resources to secure
the border.

I was down on the river with the guy
who is on a 3-mile stretch of the bor-
der—one guy—and he can do nothing
about that flow while narcotics and
fentanyl come across our border.

So, pat ourselves on the back today,
Mr. Speaker, for a bill that is going to
get passed and headline speeches given
about how all this is so great for immi-
grants. Meanwhile, immigrants today
are getting raped, abused, beaten, sold
into indentured slavery, and put into
human sex trafficking because we
refuse to secure the border of the
United States. And we will never get a
chance to offer an amendment on the
floor of this body to do anything about
it.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER).

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, let us remember that
the United States Senate in 2013, with
14 Republicans and the balance of
Democrats, well over 60 people, voted
for comprehensive immigration reform,
as I recall, and, perhaps the chairman
can correct me, I believe $47 billion for
security. Maybe the staff can shake
their head if that was the right num-
ber. It was a very substantial number;
it might not be the exact number.

On this side of the aisle, we pleaded
with the majority to bring a com-
prehensive immigration bill to the
floor. They were in charge. They could
have brought whatever security that
they wanted. They could have brought
comprehensive immigration reform to
the floor.

The bills that were brought to the
floor bore no relationship, with all due
respect, to the Senate-passed bipar-
tisan bill, so we did not achieve com-
prehensive immigration reform. There
was no conference; there was no back-
and-forth; and there was no response to
that bipartisan bill.

So, I tell my friend from Texas, yes,
there is a problem. There is a problem
in trafficking, and we need to deal with
it.

But I also tell this House that what
it ought to know is that the immigra-
tion system is broken. I wait for some-
body to arise and say: No, it is fine.

Nobody believes it is fine, Mr. Speak-
er. These bills are not comprehensive
immigration reform, but they are sup-
ported by the American people because
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they know that Dreamers, TPS, and
DED are adding to this country’s value.

Mr. Speaker, for 135 years, America’s
bright beacon to the world has been
that statue that stands in New York
Harbor. It lifts her lamp beside the
golden door for those who are yearning
to breathe free.

My father came through that door.
He was 32 years of age in 1934. He came
from Denmark. He came for the reason
most come, not fleeing, however, from
a dangerous land, as some are now
doing, but looking for opportunity and
a better life. They have come through-
out our history from every corner of
the world, braving hardship and seek-
ing opportunity, arriving here to build
businesses, raise families, and con-
tribute to strengthening communities.

Dreamers have done that. They did
not come at their insistence. They
came at their parents’ insistence or
somebody else’s insistence, but they
are here, and they know America as
their home.

Immigrants are a reason why Amer-
ica became the world’s most powerful
and most prosperous country. For
years now, however, our immigration
and visa system has been terribly bro-
ken, so much so that millions in this
country live in fear, holding their
breath every day that they could be de-
ported to faraway lands that are not
their homes because America is their
home.

O 1300

For Dreamers, it has been their home
since their earliest days. And, today,
this House is going to take action, as
we did last Congress, to help them
breathe easier.

The minority leader and I were meet-
ing at the White House some years ago,
and then-President Trump said: If you
send me a Dreamers bill, I will sign it.

Well, we never sent it. The minority
leader and I negotiated, along with
others—the administration and Sen-
ator DURBIN, the minority leader, and
Senator CORNYN. We didn’t get there,
sadly.

This bill will correct a wrong that
has brought fear and uncertainty to so
many Americans. Yes, Americans.
America is their home and their coun-
try. We are talking about patriotic and
law-abiding residents, many of whom
have been here for decades and are
working to build a strong community
and serving on the front lines of this
pandemic as healthcare professionals,
first responders, and essential workers.

We owe them the chance to live with-
out fear of deportation and family sep-
aration. There are other problems we
ought to talk about and we have talked
about. But, certainly, these Dreamers
and those with TPS who have been
here for a long period of time, and
DED, this bill is just for them.

When I say ‘‘just,” I don’t mean sole-
ly. I mean justice.

We passed the American Dream and
Promise Act last Congress with bipar-
tisan support, and I hope we can do the
same today.
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I want to thank Representative ROY-
BAL-ALLARD for her leadership on H.R.
6, and all of those in the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus, and yourself, Mr.
Speaker, for the extraordinary work
you have done.

We are also voting, of course, today
on another immigration bill this week,
H.R. 1603, the Farm Workforce Mod-
ernization Act. I rise in support of that
as well.

This legislation, offered by Chair-
woman LOFGREN, provides a pathway
to permanent legal residency to un-
documented agricultural workers and
their families who are living here and
filling a critical economic need from
which we benefit, every one of us,
every day; and that is the food on our
table.

Without that change, workers and
their employers will continue to oper-
ate under a cloud of uncertainty and
instability. These reforms are long
overdue, and I want to thank Chair-
woman LOFGREN for her work to bring
them to the floor.

I hope, as part of broader immigra-
tion reform efforts, that we can address
the status of seasonal non-agricultural
workers on H-2B, who contribute so
much to our economy and communities
working in landscaping, hospitality,
and, in my own State of Maryland, the
crab industry.

After the House passes this legisla-
tion and H.R. 6, I hope the Senate will
move quickly to send them to Presi-
dent Biden for his signature.

The Dream and Promise Act, some 75
percent of Americans are for that. We
have been passing legislation that an
overwhelming majority of Americans
are for, and somehow, the Senate
didn’t get it or didn’t care. Hopefully,
this year they will.

If enacted, these two bills would pro-
vide a pathway to permanent legal sta-
tus for some 3 million to 4 million peo-
ple. They are here. They are among us.
They help us. They work with us. They
pay taxes. Let’s bring them out from
under the cloud of being kicked out.

This legislation today is a major
achievement and will hasten the mo-
ment when 3 million to 4 million immi-
grants and their families can breathe a
little easier, a little freer, knowing
they are welcomed and valued here in
America, that they are truly a part of
this country.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support both of these pieces of legisla-
tion.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I would
just point out that the majority leader
is not accurate in what he said. Repub-
licans, 2 years ago, had bills that were
much more comprehensive than what
the Democrats are bringing to the floor
this week. We had a bill that dealt with
merit-based immigration, E-Verify,
added workers to enforcement border
security. It is just not accurate to say
our plan was not comprehensive. We
had two bills, as the Republican leader
mentioned.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
MCcCARTHY), the Republican leader.
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Mr. McCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the Republican leader of the Ju-
diciary for yielding. He is correct that
when the Republicans were in the ma-
jority, they brought two bills to the
floor.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to remind
the gentleman and others, and even the
majority leader, that not one Demo-
crat voted for either of those bills. Not
one Democrat voted for a bill to move
to the Senate. They actually denied
the bill from going to the Senate, even
if you wanted to change it to become
law. That is just a little truth in his-
tory.

Mr. Speaker, I am going to say some-
thing that President Biden refuses to
say. There is a crisis on our southern
border. It is a humanitarian crisis. It is
a public health crisis, a national secu-
rity crisis. It is a Biden border crisis,
and it is spiraling out of control with
no signs of ending.

When candidate Biden told migrants
in June to immediately surge to the
border, I knew his immigration policies
would be bad. But I did not think it
would be this bad. I did not think that
would mean 13,000 unaccompanied mi-
nors in U.S. custody.

I did not think it would mean moving
them from border facilities across the
country: 1,000 of them went to Midland
Texas; 3,000 to Dallas; and, likely, to
more cities tomorrow.

I did not think the Biden administra-
tion would require COVID tests for
American citizens entering the coun-
try, but not for illegal immigrants.

I did not think Biden’s own DHS Sec-
retary would have to admit that we are
“‘on pace to encounter more individuals
on the southwest border than we have
in the last 20 years,” Mr. Speaker.

I did not think I would hear the
President of Mexico refer to our Presi-
dent Joe Biden as the ‘‘migrant Presi-
dent.”

And I did not think it would only
take 2 months to create the worst bor-
der crisis in the history of America.

But, unfortunately, Mr. Speaker,
that is exactly what happened. When I
visited the border on Monday, one
thing was abundantly clear: This crisis
started at midnight on January 20.

Mr. Speaker, it started when Presi-
dent Biden stopped building the wall,
even though there are only a few miles
left to complete. When he made that
decision, he had to pay more money to
the contractors to break the contract.
It started when he promised to make
all 11 million illegal immigrants citi-
zZens.

Now, my colleague from Florida (Mr.
GIMENEZ) spoke with a family from
Honduras about their journey to the
border. He asked them how long the
trek was. They said it was 22 days. The
story of this family is a story we have
heard from many and it is not unique.

You see, thousands decided to cross
the border now because of President
Biden’s promises and policies. They lis-
tened to him in June when he said: You
need to surge the border.
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As one migrant family recently told
FOX News: Yes, I listened to the news
that they were letting people in.

When I was there Monday, I was
speaking to the border agents, the
American citizens, and the migrants.
The number one thing was clear: the
crisis at the border is the worst they
have ever seen.

When we went to El Paso, we toured
the new processing facility. We built it
under the last administration. It is
huge, 98,000 square feet. And when I
asked the chief patrol agent, Chief
Chavez said: We built it so large with
capacity, we didn’t believe it could
ever meet capacity.

But that day we marked history.
That day they hit capacity: 1,040 peo-
ple, mostly children unaccompanied.

You know what it meant when you
hit capacity?

That meant 120 border agents got
pulled off the border to protect us to go
into the center. That is what a crisis
looks like, even if the administration
won’t say it.

We also saw overworked Border Pa-
trol agents in the El Paso facility. Mr.
Speaker, I want to thank them. What
they are being asked to do is extraor-
dinary: the pressure on them, the pres-
sure from the administration not to
allow press to see what is happening;
the pressure of being over capacity
with the number of people there; the
pressure to do it under a pandemic.
That is what a crisis looks like.

When we sat and talked to the doctor
from the medical unit, he told us that
approximately 10 percent of every im-
migrant has COVID, but they are not
tested. You see, that is only for Amer-
ican citizens when they reenter. But
they are not tested and they are sent
to other cities.

And, as many of you know here, you
could be tested and you are positive,
but the person you have been standing
around, put into one unit for a number
of days, sleeping very close next to,
after you have interacted the entire
time in one unit, a closed unit, that
you will become positive in the next 5
days. But that is okay because you will
be shipped to another city. But that
city has been trying to combat this
pandemic. Who knows what happens
next.

And the most alarming, Mr. Speaker,
was when we were briefed in Monument
Three in El Paso. They told us that
they caught people on the terrorist
watch list. I know that the Speaker
would be concerned about that. I was
alarmed. I questioned further. It is not
just people on the terrorist watch list.
We found people from other nations,
from Iran, from Turkey.

Mr. Speaker, when I went to the
press conference right after that, I
mentioned that because I think every
American—one terrorist is too much in
this Nation that could get through. I
believe, Mr. Speaker, that you believe
that, too.

But Congressman GALLEGO, the
chairman of the Subcommittee on In-
telligence and Special Operations—and
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he also represents a border State—I
thought he would tweet arm-in-arm to
stop this.

But you know what the gentleman
said, Mr. Speaker?

He tweeted on Monday that I was
“‘either lying or I was wrong’’ because
he hadn’t heard anything about it. I be-
lieve he even challenged me because he
had such high clearance because he is
on Intel.

And Congresswoman KESCOBAR, who
represents part of El Paso, I thought
the gentlewoman would be very con-
cerned, too, because this is where they
are entering, where they caught these
people on a terrorist watch list. Not ev-
erybody gets put on one. Mr. Speaker,
what she said was that I was trying to
“fuel the division’ because I just said
that a terrorist was caught coming
through.

But, on Tuesday, Axios confirmed
that four people matching terrorist
watch lists were arrested at the border,
three from Yemen and one from Serbia.

Biden’s DHS Secretary also con-
firmed that this indeed happened. I am
not sure if their Twitter account is
down or if they have been blocked, but
I have not heard an apology or a cor-
rection. I know Twitter does that to
Members of Congress, but I hope they
are back on and I will soon get the
apology or the acknowledgment of a
correction and the respect.

If Members with security clearance
haven’t heard about the terrorist
threats on the border, I suggest they
pay closer attention to the classified
briefings.

Mr. Speaker, the responsibility for
this crisis rests squarely on the shoul-
ders of President Biden. After weeks of
claiming they could handle it, his ad-
ministration is now attempting to
blame the growing crisis on the pre-
vious President. But nothing could be
further from the truth. Words and ac-
tions have meanings, and Biden has
sent the message that our border is
open.

So there is no question that Presi-
dent Biden provoked the problem. The
question is: How can we stop it?

Mr. Speaker, when I was there in El
Paso, 150 miles of the wall was sup-
posed to be built. But at midnight on
January 20, 133 miles had been finished.
Instead of finishing the project, they
stopped. You could go to the ranch
where they took down the old barrier
because they were going to put up the
new wall, and there is nothing there. It
is not just people coming across ille-
gally, but animals move back and
forth.

So far, the Biden administration con-
gressional Democrats aren’t providing
any solutions. Mr. Speaker, we want to
solve this problem. That is why I sent
a letter to the President 2 weeks ago to
sit down. When the President said im-
migrants should surge to the border,
we understood what he meant. So all
those who were seeking asylum auto-
matically got in, COVID or not, no
tests required.
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We saw that the Biden administra-
tion told migrants: We aren’t saying
don’t come; just don’t come now. You
see, that was from the Secretary.
Those are really strong words.

But, Mr. Speaker, what moved me
the most was speaking to border
agents, one who was a father, and one
that was a mother, talking about the
unaccompanied children. He told me a
story of coming upon children, a one-
year-old, a three-year-old, and a five-
year-old all holding hands. No one in
sight for miles away. It is remarkable
that they got there.

But the question is: How many didn’t
make it? How many lives have been
lost or abused, simply because they
heard a message, or you stopped the
PACR program, or you changed from
“‘remain in Mexico,”” or you stopped
finishing the wall that was almost
complete?

Mr. Speaker, those who defend the
border told me that they have never
seen so much fentanyl as they have in
the last month. They have never seen
the tactics that were used of storming
the wall all at once. Just in this one
small section, if you looked—it would
just go a number of blocks—100 to 200
people a night are apprehended.

We saw last week, with the Demo-
crat’s so-called COVID relief bill, $22
billion in healthcare subsidies that il-
legal immigrants are eligible for, an-
other clear message. But zero dollars
are dedicated to helping the men and
women patrolling the border.

Mr. Speaker, they need the help.
They are stretched so thin. They are
stretched so thin, in the middle of
COVID, where they are dealing with
something where they are not even
testing for COVID but they have to
interact.

This new facility, 98,000 square feet,
is a beautiful facility. It has already
met capacity for the first time in his-
tory with the new administration. But
if you look across into the parking lot,
the dirt parking lot, where the border
agents have to park, they were moving
their cars. They had to put up tents,
because the surge is so great. You see,
they listened to the words of candidate
Biden and they watched the actions of
President Biden.

But there is no new money. I know
that COVID bill was the—well, we
shouldn’t call it COVID. It is less than
9 percent for COVID. But, Mr. Speaker,
do you realize in that bill, prisoners
will get more money than the Border
Patrol? Do you realize that they are
going to have to use their own oper-
ation money that is stretched so thin?
So not only can the Border Patrol not
be on the border, now they are taking
any money for the future to deal with
the surge today.

The American people deserve leaders
who will work with the seriousness of
purpose, what this crisis requires. That
is why I wrote a letter to President
Biden 2 weeks ago asking to meet
about the crisis. Since then, the crisis
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has only gotten worse, but, unfortu-
nately, the President still hasn’t re-
sponded. Today, I sent President Biden
a second letter offering to relay what
we learned at the border, since he re-
fuses to go there. But I believe he
would benefit from a hearing of what
we saw and heard.

Mr. Speaker, if the President won’t
g0 there and the President puts orders
to deny the press from learning so the
American people can’t know, I think it
would behoove him to hear from the
people who are there.

I also introduced five solutions based
on the information from our trip. All of
them are rooted in the basic idea that
we are both a Nation of immigrants
and a Nation of laws.

Mr. Speaker, I know you are proud of
your heritage, and I am proud of mine,
like every single American. I know how
many of us come from immigrant fami-
lies. I know when you walk into my of-
fice, where you have been, Mr. Speaker,
you look on my wall and you will see
the documents from Ellis Island. April
23 of this year will mark the 100th an-
niversary of my grandfather, Guido
Palladino, coming from Italy as a
young child, boarding a ship to come
here for a better life.

You see, America believes in immi-
gration, but there is no time to break
the law and come illegally. There is a
process to come here.

If we implement now these common-
sense solutions, it will help to stop the
border crisis.

Mr. Speaker, as I said earlier, the
Biden border crisis is a humanitarian,
health, and national security crisis,
and it is deteriorating quickly.

To protect our citizens from further
harm, our Government must send a
clear and united message to the citi-
zens of Mexico and Central America.
That message is simple: There is never
a right time to break the law and enter
the United States illegally.

The time for delay, denial, and dis-
traction is over.

Mr. Speaker, I know you care about
this issue. I know you care about what
is happening at the border. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask you, convey that to the Presi-
dent. If he cares as much as you, he
will travel there. I know it is tough to
travel, but when you have Air Force
One—and I know he has got a sched-
ule—it is not far to fly to the border.
His own Secretary has said this is the
worst it has been in 20 years.

Mr. Speaker, there is not one law
that has passed here that created that
crisis.

Mr. Speaker, to all your constituents
and all of those in America, there are
terrorists who have been caught; there
are children walking in the desert by
themselves; there are cartels making a
fortune off the parts and
disadvantaging of America.

We are in the middle of a pandemic
where people are not being tested but
shipped to other cities. This isn’t polit-
ical, Mr. Speaker. This is about this
Nation. Join with us on our letter.
Let’s solve this problem together.
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Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
14 minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. ESCOBAR).

Ms. ESCOBAR. Mr. Speaker, we are
here today to talk about our Dreamers,
the precious resource we have in our
country. But, of course, unfortunately,
what we are hearing is as much fear-
mongering as possible from our Repub-
lican colleagues about immigrants.

My name was mentioned, and the mi-
nority leader chose to come into my
safe and secure community earlier this
week to use my community as a prop,
so I need to respond.

In 2019, Mr. Speaker, I led codels to
El Paso and brought nearly 20 percent
of Congress to my community. I in-
vited everyone. I stood in the well and
invited Republicans, Democrats, every-
one. Only Democrats took me up on my
offer to see the entire picture. Not just
law enforcement, but to meet with ad-
vocates, attorneys, everyone who
makes up the system of immigration
on the border. Not a single Republican
attended.

Last session, we, as a Congress,
passed a number of bills, including sup-
plemental bills, to address what was
happening on the border and to address
immigration. No Republicans sup-
ported our effort.

Last week, when I learned the minor-
ity leader was coming into my commu-
nity, I sent him a letter, invited him to
meet with everyone who was available
to help give him the full picture. He re-
fused.

Their strategy is the same strategy
they have employed with COVID: Do
nothing.

We will finally address this. I rise to
support our Dreamers and H.R. 6.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support of the
Dreamers across the country. These are
young people who have lived in the United
States for the majority of their lives; they al-
ready call the United States home and are citi-
zens in all but name.

The Dream and Promise Act creates a path
to citizenship for those who were brought to
the United States as children. They’re people
who have lived their entire lives as members
of our communities and just want the oppor-
tunity to become citizens of the country where
they grew up, go to school, and work. Which
makes our communities safer and stronger.

This bill provides strict guidance for earning
citizenship and recipients are required to meet
the standards and specifications of the pro-
gram in order to maintain their status.

When a parent makes the harrowing deci-
sion to take their child and leave their home
behind, it's so that their child might have a
better life. Like a lot of our grandparents and
great-grandparents, they’re coming to the
United States for the opportunity to live the
American Dream.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I will just
point out, I was at the border 2 years
ago, the Rio Grande; Mr. ROy was at
the border last week; Mr. MCCARTHY
was at the border this week. The pre-
vious speaker, Mr. Speaker, said that
Republicans didn’t come when she in-
vited. We have all been down there and
seen what goes on. Just this week, we
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have been down there to see the cur-
rent crisis.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
GROTHMAN).

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, we
take up this bill at a time when almost
three times as many people are cross-
ing the border as were this time last
year.

Under President Obama, it was a bad
day if we had 1,000 contacts at the bor-
der. Now, we are having 3,000 contacts
a day.

These bills are being introduced, ad-
vertising that people who come here le-
gally are suckers, and we are going to
give preference to people who didn’t
come here legally.

I would further like to ask that we
delay the vote until the Biden adminis-
tration removes the muzzling of the
Border Patrol. We do not really know
what is going on at the border, when
this most opaque of administrations
tells the Border Patrol that they can-
not tell the press or Congressmen what
is going on.

James Madison must be spinning in
his grave. He gave the press freedom,
and they refuse to use it.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 45
seconds to the gentleman from Rhode
Island (Mr. CICILLINE).

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, Dream-
ers are American citizens in every
sense of the word. For most, America is
the only home they have ever known.

Despite what my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle argue, Dreamers
are not a drain on the country.

Dreamers contribute to our economy
by adding an estimated $42 billion to
the GDP every year. That is six times
more than the cost of DACA.

They participate in our workforce,
own small businesses, create jobs, pay
taxes, and spend billions of dollars
every year on goods and services. Most
importantly, they enrich our lives and
are valued members of our commu-
nities.

When the pandemic hit, over 62,000
Dreamers stepped up and provided life-
saving healthcare to all of us. Now, it
is our turn to look out for our neigh-
bors, our coworkers, and our friends.
They have earned the right to call
America home.

H.R. 6 provides a path to citizenship
for Dreamers as well as temporary pro-
tected status and deferred enforced de-
parture recipients.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.”
There is nothing more American than
the Dream Act.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1%
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. VAN DUYNE).

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Mr. Speaker, the
crisis at the border is astounding in its
scale, as thousands of illegal immi-
grants, enabled by drug cartels and
human traffickers, enter the country
on a daily basis, many of them unac-
companied minors, untested for
COVID-19. Yet our colleagues across
the aisle accuse us of using this crisis
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at the border as an excuse. Context
matters and policies have con-
sequences.

This is a surge at levels we have
never seen before, and it is a direct re-
action to the Biden administration dis-
pensing with numerous measures which
protected our southern border.

Yet, it is another day of political the-
ater today on the House floor and an-
other set of bills without any real de-
bate.

In addition to the lackluster effort
here in Congress, our President needs
to enforce our laws. I and 20 of my col-
leagues from Texas recently urged the
Texas Attorney General to hold the
President’s feet to the fire and enforce
the laws, such as Title 42.

The President can use whatever lan-
guage he wants to to describe what is
happening on our southern border, but
his reckless policies are creating a dis-
astrous situation for Texans, putting
our health and safety in grave jeop-
ardy.

Today could have been an oppor-
tunity for real debate and to send a
message that this manufactured crisis
needs to stop and make true reforms to
our immigration system, yet that
could not be further from the truth.

It is obvious we have a broken immi-
gration system, but Democrats’ fla-
grant disregard of laws to appease the
far left is dangerous and out of touch
with the challenges real Americans are
facing right now. Ignoring laws, such
as Title 42, denying a border crisis,
that is not leadership, and Texans
know better than to take that sitting
down.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘no”’ on this bill.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 45
seconds to the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. NEGUSE).

Mr. NEGUSE. Mr. Speaker, I had pre-
pared remarks, but I cannot let the mi-
nority leader’s remarks go unanswered.

Some of my colleagues are aware of
this. I was born in Minority Leader
MCCARTHY’s district, in Bakersfield,
California. My parents came to this
country 40 years ago as refugees. Be-
cause of the incredible freedoms and
opportunities that our wonderful coun-
try has to offer, we have been able to
live the American Dream. How dare he
denigrate a majority that is working to
ensure that that dream remains secure
for thousands of Dreamers.

In his district, in my district, across
the United States, young people who
live in fear, young people who have
known no other country but the United
States as their home, that is what this
bill is about.

Let’s pass H.R. 6. Let’s ensure that
these Dreamers are treated the way
they should be, as Americans.

Mr. Speaker, | stand before you as the son
of refugees. My parents came to this country
nearly 40 years ago in search of the American
Dream. Their ability to offer my sister and |
countless freedoms and opportunities and the
fact that just one generation removed | can
stand in this chamber as a member of Con-
gress, is powerful proof that that dream still
exists.
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It is our duty to ensure that access to that
dream remains attainable, for the 800,000
young Dreamers currently living in the shad-
ows, for immigrants serving our communities
on the frontlines of this pandemic—all while
living in tremendous uncertainty and fear.

This bill will codify what we already know to
be true, that their home is here.

We must pass H.R. 6. We must pursue the
dream and the promise that is embedded in
our great nation.

| urge all my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. BISHOP).

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the American people are a
generous people, instinctively drawn to
the idea of amnesty. It is a fine word,
“amnesty.” It means a general pardon
for offenses, an act of forgiveness for
past offenses.

Of course, in the immigration arena,
amnesty means not only pardon or for-
giveness for violating our laws, but
also a grant of important rights; ulti-
mately, the privilege of citizenship.
Sometimes that important distinction
can be overlooked.
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But what is particularly despicable
in the present legislation is that Demo-
crats exploit that fundamental spirit of
generosity by misleading the American
people about the scope of the proposed
amnesty, its recipients, and its impli-
cations.

They would have you believe that
this legislation responds to those
President Obama dubbed Dreamers. In
the gentlewoman from California’s de-
scription, it is a 17-year-old who
worked hard and became a model stu-
dent and quarterback on the high
school football team who doesn’t even
remember the time before he lived in
the United States.

But this bill is not the Dream Act.
Rather, it crushes the dreams of Amer-
ican workers. It is not for only 641,000
active DACA recipients. In this bill,
Democrats want to provide amnesty
for more than 2.9 million illegal immi-
grants, including even people who en-
tered the United States illegally by
January 1, 2021, just over 2 months ago,
and all at a time when our unemploy-
ment rate is over 6 percent and work-
ing Americans are the hardest-pressed
by the economic impacts of Democrats’
affinity for lockdowns.

This bill also allows dangerous crimi-
nals and gang members to gain am-
nesty benefits, even if they have been
convicted of multiple misdemeanors. If
this bill is signed into law, adults from
Syria, Yemen, Sudan, Somalia, Libe-
ria, and Venezuela will receive am-
nesty.

This body should be prioritizing re-
lief for American citizens, not illegal
immigrants. I urge my colleagues to
reject this misleading rhetoric and this
dangerous bill.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the
FBI and the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity said the greatest threat to
America is domestic terrorism, White
racism, white supremacy, not babies
who have come here innocently and
through no fault of their own.

I rise with great enthusiasm to sup-
port H.R. 6 and to join my colleague,
Congresswoman ROYBAL-ALLARD, in
her work. For two decades, we have
stood alongside each other.

The American Dream and Promise
Act provides immigrant youth and cur-
rent or potential holders of temporary
protected status or deferred enforced
departure the opportunity to become
citizens.

This is the very same person. This
person, his name is Alonso Guillen. He
was a DACA. He died coming to Hous-
ton during Hurricane Harvey trying to
save lives. Cesar Espinosa, who orga-
nized a civil rights organization, is a
DACA recipient, and the EMS person
who worked with us during Hurricane
Harvey, or Liberians on deferred sta-
tus, and TPS persons.

Let me just say, support this because
it is the right thing to do. They are not
terrorists. It is not amnesty.

Mr. Speaker, as a senior member of the
Committees on the Judiciary and on Home-
land Security, as an original cosponsor of leg-
islation to extend the full promise of America
to Dreamers, and a representative of a state
on the southern border, | rise in strong support
of H.R. 6, the “American Dream and Promise
Act of 2019,” and the underlying legislation.

The American Dream and Promise Act of
2019 establishes a roadmap to U.S. citizen-
ship for (1) immigrant youth and (2) current or
potential holders of (a) temporary protected
status (TPS) or (b) deferred enforced depar-
ture (DED).

Ensuring a path to earned citizenship is a
non-negotiable principle for me and the sine
qua non of meaningful immigration reform leg-
islation.

Indeed, providing a path to earned access
to citizenship has been a central feature of
every comprehensive immigration reform bill |
have co-sponsored or sponsored in the Con-
gress since 2007 when | became Ranking
Member of the House Judiciary Subcommittee
on Immigration and introduced the “Save
America Comprehensive Immigration Reform
Act, (H.R. 1525),” which | have reintroduced in
each succeeding Congress.

Like H.R. 6, Section 501 of my legislation
provides a path to earned legalization status
to those undocumented immigrants who have
resided in the United States for 5 years and
meet other eligibility requirements.

Mr. Speaker, as we stand today on the
precipice of passing the American Dream and
Promise Act of 2019, | am thinking of the hun-
dreds of thousands of young immigrants
whose lives will be changed for the better by
keeping our promise to them, so they can re-
alize their dreams and making America better,
stronger, and more prosperous.

And at this moment, | am thinking of Alonso
Guillen, an heroic DREAMER who lived in my
congressional district, and who came to the
United States from Mexico as a child and died
when his boat capsized while he was rescuing
survivors of the flooding caused by Hurricane
Harvey in the Houston area.
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That is the type of courage, honor, and
commitment to service we are talking when
we speak of DREAMERS.

Mr. Speaker, Title | of H.R. 6, the Dream
Act of 2019, contains provisions regarding re-
lief for immigrant youth.

Title Il of the bill, American Promise Act of
2019, contains provisions related to persons
eligible Temporary Protected Stats (TPS) or
Deferred Enforcement Departure; the third and
final title contains general provisions that apply
to both Titles | & II).

Mr. Speaker, | support H.R. 6 because it
keeps America’s word to the more than
800,000 young people we asked to come out
of the shadows and walk proudly and un-
ashamedly as legitimate members of the
American community.

The legislation does this by providing condi-
tional permanent resident (CPR) status and a
roadmap to lawful permanent resident (LPR)
status and, eventually, earned U.S. citizenship
for immigrant youth who entered the U.S. be-
fore age 18, have four or more years of resi-
dency, and graduated from high school (or the
equivalent).

H.R. 6 also provides an opportunity to apply
for LPR status for people who currently have
or who may be eligible for TPS or DED and
who have three or more years of residency.

Mr. Speaker, individuals who are eligible for
protection under the bill have lived in the
United States for much of their lives; the aver-
age Dreamer came to the United States at the
age of 8, while the average TPS- or OED-eli-
gible person arrived in 1997.

Without permanent protections such as
those in H.R. 6, the future of these immi-
grants, and their families, are at risk in the
United States—as well as the fiscal and eco-
nomic contributions they make.

Passing this legislation is the right thing to
do and now is the time to do it; in fact, it is
long overdue.

| 'am mindful also, Mr. Speaker, that in addi-
tion to helping restore America’s reputation as
the most welcoming nation on earth, the legis-
lation the House will pass also positions Amer-
ica to better compete and win in the global
economy of the 21st century.

According to expert studies, including one
by the Center for American Progress, ending
deferred action for childhood arrivals would re-
sult in a loss of $460.3 billion from the national
GDP over the ensuing decade and would re-
move an estimated 685,000 workers from the
nation’s economy and workforce at a time
when more, not fewer, workers are des-
perately needed.

And 10 states, including my home state of
Texas, would stand to lose more than $8 bil-
lion annually in state GDP.

Mr. Speaker, immigrants eligible for protec-
tion under H.R. 6 are part of Texas’s social
fabric.

Texas is home to 386,300 immigrants who
are eligible for protection under the Dream
and Promise Act, 112,000 of whom reside in
Harris County.

These individuals live with 845,300 family
members and among those family members,
178,700 are U.S.-born citizen children.

Dreamers in Texas who are eligible for pro-
tection under the bill arrived in the United
States at the average age of 8.

TPS- and DED-eligible immigrants in Texas
who would be eligible for protection under
H.R. 6 have on average lived in the United
States since 1996.
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Immigrants eligible for the Dream and Prom-
ise Act own 43,500 homes in Texas and pay
$340,500,000 in annual mortgage payments.

Eligible immigrants in Texas and their
households contribute $2,234,800,000 in fed-
eral taxes and $1,265,200,000 in state and
local taxes each year.

Annually, these households generate
$10,519,000,000 in spending power in Texas
and help power the national economy.

Mr. Speaker, let me highlight some of the
more important provisions of the American
Dream and Promise Act.

H.R. 6 helps young persons in the following
ways:

1. Extends the length of conditional perma-
nent resident (CPR) status from eight to ten
years to give applicants more time to fulfill re-
quirements;

2. Stays the removal of minors who are not
yet eligible for relief but may become eligible
in the future and who temporarily unenroll
from school;

3. Permits people with CPR to obtain legal
permanent resident (LPR) status without satis-
fying the employment, military, or educational
tracks if their deportation would cause “hard-
ship” to themselves or immediate family mem-
bers (instead of “extreme hardship”);

4. Includes apprenticeship programs as a
qualifying education to obtain CPR status;

5. Eliminates the costly medical examination
for applicants;

6. Establishes a fee ceiling of $495 for im-
migrant youth applying for CPR status;

7. Clarifies that people with CPR can ac-
cess professional, commercial, and business
licenses;

8. Permits people with CPR who obtain a
certificate or credential from an area career
and technical education school to obtain LPR
status; and

9. Updates the criminal background bars
and inadmissibility requirements.

Additionally, H.R. 6 provides LPR status to
CPR holders who (1) serve in the uniformed
services for two years; (2) complete two years
at or obtain a degree from an institution of
higher education; or (3) work 75 percent of the
time in CPR.

Another important feature of this legislation
is that makes it easier for states to provide in-
state tuition to immigrant students and estab-
lishes that CPR-holders are eligible for federal
loans, work study, services, and grants.

For persons with TPS or DED status, the
American Dream and Promise Act provides
much needed relief.

First, H.R. 6 provides LPR status for people
with TPS or DED (and those who were eligible
but did not apply) who apply within three years
from the date of enactment if they (1) had at
least three years of continuous residence (as
well as residence since the date required the
last time that the person’s nation of origin was
designated) and (2) were eligible for or had (a)
TPS on September 25, 2016, or (b) DED on
September 28, 2016.

This protection covers nationals of 13 coun-
tries: El Salvador, Guinea, Haiti, Honduras, Li-
beria, Nepal, Nicaragua, Sierra Leone, Soma-
lia, South Sudan, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen.

| believe similar protections should be ex-
tended to Guatemalan nationals in our coun-
try, which is why | will soon reintroduce the
“Continue American Safety Act,” which ex-
tends TPS status to Guatemala and | look for-
ward to working with my colleagues to achieve
this outcome.
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Second, H.R. 6 classifies people with TPS
or DED as inspected and admitted for the pur-
poses of Immigration & Nationality Act (INA)
section 245(a), making it easier to obtain LPR
status through existing channels (e.g., a fam-
ily-based petition).

Third, H.R. 6 stays the removal or deporta-
tion of an individual while an application is
pending.

Fourth, the American Dream and Promise
Act establishes a fee ceiling of $1,140 for peo-
ple with TPS or DED applying for LPR status.

Fifth, the legislation provides greater trans-
parency by requiring the Secretary of the
Homeland Security (DHS) to provide an expla-
nation for and report within three days of pub-
lishing notice to terminate TPS designation for
certain nationals.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 6 is exceptional legisla-
tion and a welcome development but is not a
substitute for undertaking the comprehensive
reform and modernization of the nation’s immi-
gration laws supported by the American peo-
ple.

Only Congress can do that and passage of
H.R. 6 shows that this House has the will and
is up to the challenge.

Comprehensive immigration reform is des-
perately needed to ensure that Lady Liberty’s
lamp remains the symbol of a land that wel-
comes immigrants to a community of immi-
grants and does so in a manner that secures
our borders and protects our homeland.

Mr. Speaker, let us build on the historic leg-
islation that is the American Dream and Prom-
ise Act and seize the opportunity to pass leg-
islation that secures our borders, preserves
America’s character as the most open and
welcoming country in the history of the world,
and will yield hundreds of billions of dollars in
economic growth.

| urge all Members to join me in voting for
H.R. 6, the American Dream and Promise Act
of 2021.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 45 seconds to the distinguished
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
COHEN).

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, when
we came to Congress, my class of 2006
was offered the opportunity to go to
Harvard University for a seminar. We
were told there that one of the greatest
problems facing this country was the
lack of workers, that our birthrate was
declining, and that we need more peo-
ple to come to this country and more
workers to supply our workforce and
our economy. Those situations have
not gotten better.

These Dreamers are trained in Amer-
ica. They have been educated in Amer-
ica. They are talented. They are smart.
We are not only doing the right thing
by giving them this pathway to citizen-
ship, but we are doing the right thing
for America because we need their tal-
ent to make this country even greater.

That is why I support the Dreamers
act.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 45 seconds to the distinguished
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. STAN-
TON).
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Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker, I
rise in support of H.R. 6, the American
Dream and Promise Act. Dreamers
have been waiting far too long for
meaningful congressional action.

By passing H.R. 6, we are telling
Dreamers all over our country: We see
you, we hear you, and we know your
home is here in the United States of
America.

Arizona is fortunate to have nearly
24,000 DACA recipients. They are teach-
ers, community organizers, and essen-
tial workers contributing greatly to
our economy. In this pandemic, they
make sure our grocery store shelves
are stocked and our families are fed.
They work long shifts in COVID hos-
pital wings and now are vaccinating
our communities.

That is who they are, giving back
and contributing an estimated $240 mil-
lion in taxes yearly in Arizona alone.
Dreamers are essential to rebuilding
our economy, and it is long past time
we put them on a path to citizenship.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
California (Mr. GARCIA).

Mr. GARCIA of California. Madam
Speaker, I rise today in opposition to
H.R. 6.

As a first-generation American, I
know firsthand the opportunities that
America provides. I understand why
every person on this planet should
want to come to this beautiful country.
We are a land of immigrants, built on
hard work, and blessed by freedoms
that are protected by law and order
and secured by our Constitution.

I sympathize with the Dreamers, I
really do, but this bill should not be
considered before addressing our bro-
ken immigration system that led to
this very problem. Providing amnesty
to Dreamers while ignoring the crisis
at the border is like cleaning up spilled
water before fixing the broken pipe.

If Congress fails to reform our immi-
gration system and fails to secure our
borders, future migrants will be sub-
jected to the same situation in which
Dreamers today find themselves.

We need to fix our broken immigra-
tion system and secure our borders.

If my colleagues are sincere about
their care and passion for the Dream-
ers, they should work with us to secure
the border today so that the Dreamers
have a chance tomorrow.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. PELOSI), the dis-
tinguished Speaker of the House.

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding, and
once again, I salute him for his leader-
ship.

This is the third bill in 2 days that he
has brought to the floor, yesterday for
the ERA and Violence Against Women
Act, and today, here we are with this
legislation for the Dreamers.

Madam Speaker, this issue is near
and dear to my heart but, more impor-
tantly, to my head. This is so impor-
tant for our country.
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Three years ago, I came to the floor
and spoke about our Dreamers for 8
hours and 6 minutes. Have no fear, I
will not use my Speaker’s minute to
that extent today. But I wish I could
because I have so much to say about
what Dreamers mean to America.

I rise with tremendous pride, joy, and
hope this day as the House prepares to
take this momentous step forward for
our democracy by passing H.R. 6, the
American Dream and Promise Act.

I want to salute some of our leaders
in Congress. As I acknowledged Mr.
NADLER, the distinguished chair of the
committee, let us also acknowledge
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, the god-
mother of this legislation, who carries
forth a commitment to the newcomers
to our country in her DNA, the same
commitment of her father, the late
Chairman Ed Roybal, as he championed
newcomers to our Nation.

She has been with this legislation for
20 years that I know of, and it was she
and Howard Berman who introduced it
initially a generation ago. Ten years
ago, she authored this legislation, and
we were successful on the floor. We
were successful in passing it in the
House because of the leadership of Con-
gresswoman ROYBAL-ALLARD but also
Chairwoman NYDIA VELAZQUEZ, who at
the time was the chair of the Hispanic
Caucus. The Hispanic Caucus really led
the way and taught the Congress about
what Dreamers mean to America, in
case that had not been within the expe-
rience of our Members.

In this legislation today, NYDIA
VELAZQUEZ has the ‘“‘promise.’”’ This is
Dreamers and promise. She has the
promise, TPS and DED-—again, very
important to our country.

YVETTE CLARKE, from the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, who is very much
a part of all of this today, has the TPS
piece of this.

I was so pleased to hear this morning
CAPAC, the Congressional Asian Pa-
cific American Caucus, have Congress-
woman STRICKLAND, of African-Amer-
ican and Korean descent, speak in
terms of what this means to the Asian
Pacific American community, some-
thing that Chair JUDY CHU reminds us
of every day.

This has now gone beyond the His-
panic Caucus, the Black Caucus, the
Asian Pacific Caucus, and to all of us
in the Congress. This legislation is pro-
tecting Dreamers and TPS and DED re-
cipients and honors the truth that im-
migrants are the constant reinvigora-
tion of our country. When they come
here with their hopes and dreams and
aspirations, these parents bringing
their children, their hopes and dreams
and aspirations for a better future for
their children, that courage, that de-
termination, those aspirations are
American traits. They all make Amer-
ica more American with all of that.

Indeed, they are true and legitimate
heirs, these Dreamers are, of our
Founders. E pluribus unum, from
many, one, we talk about that all the
time. Many in this Chamber have been
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part of the fight to protect our patri-
otic Dreamers for years.

As I said, when I stood here for 8
hours and 6 minutes, the longest
speech on record in the House in his-
tory, I was reading letters that Mem-
bers were handing me about the story
of the Dreamers. As Mr. STANTON men-
tioned, they are teachers, profes-
sionals, CEOs, entrepreneurs. They
contribute to our community in every
way. I was so pleased to hear him talk
about that because one of the first
meetings I ever went to about Dream-
ers was under the leadership of one of
the predecessors of our Members from
Arizona, Congressman Ed Pastor.
Chairman Pastor, Mr. GRIJALVA, and
Harry Mitchell, all three, had a meet-
ing at Arizona State University about
helping these young people. That was
in 2007.

So, this has been going on for a
while. Next month, as I mentioned,
marks the 20th year since the Dream
Act was introduced by Congresswoman
ROYBAL-ALLARD, and it was on a bipar-
tisan basis. When we passed it 10 years
ago, it was on a bipartisan basis. Sadly,
we couldn’t prevail with 60 votes in the
Senate. But since then, millions of
Americans have come together to orga-
nize and mobilize for Dreamers: labor
leaders, the business community, faith
organizations, national security offi-
cials, law enforcement, and more.

We often talk about Dreamers having
the support of the three Bs: badges, in
terms of law enforcement; Bible, in
terms of faith-based; and the business
community.

The true VIPs of the moment are the
Dreamers and immigrants who have
spoken out with great dignity and elo-
quence, refusing to be forced back into
the shadows.

This determination has made a dif-
ference. It is their courage that is send-
ing this legislation to the Senate and
then to the President’s desk.

Before I close, I want to acknowledge
the work of Congresswoman ZOE LOF-
GREN, the chair of the Immigration
Subcommittee of the Judiciary Com-
mittee. ZOE LOFGREN is also the chair
of House Administration, so I call her
Madam Chair-Madam Chair. She has
taught immigration law. She has been
an immigration lawyer, and she chairs
the Immigration Subcommittee. We
could not be better served than by her
intricate knowledge of immigration
law, both on this legislation and legis-
lation we will take up later, the Farm
Workforce Modernization Act. I thank
ZOE LOFGREN for that.

Again, Dreamers and TPS and DED
recipients are American in every way.
They have lived and worked in our
country for decades, if not their entire
lives. They are an integral thread in
the fabric of our Nation. For the
Dreamers, it is less time, for others
more.

Dreamers power our businesses, our
economy, and are CEOs and taxpayers,
all of them. They advance innovation
and America’s technological edge as
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entrepreneurs and researchers. They
protect our national security, military
might, and servicemembers and civil-
ian experts.

That is why I am so grateful to Chair
ROYBAL-ALLARD, Chair VELAZQUEZ,
Chair Jupy CHU, and Congresswoman
STRICKLAND for advancing this legisla-
tion to help Dreamers and TPS and
DED recipients.

] 1345
So many on the front lines of the
pandemic are frontline healthcare

workers and first responders; transpor-
tation, sanitation, and food workers;
and teachers. They give so much to our

country.
These immigrant communities
strengthen, enrich, and ennoble our

Nation, and they must be allowed to
stay. There is nothing partisan about
protecting Dreamers and TPS and DED
recipients.

The Dream Act has long had bipar-
tisan support in both Chambers. Sup-
port for TPS and DED recipients is also
bipartisan in the country. Nearly
three-quarters of the public support a
path to citizenship.

I always love to quote President
Reagan. In his last speech as President
of the United States, this was his last
message as President to the American
people. He said: ‘““Thanks to each wave
of new arrivals to this land of oppor-
tunity, we are a nation forever young,
forever bursting with energy and new
ideas, and always on the cutting edge,
always leading the world to the next
frontier. This quality is vital to our fu-
ture as a nation. If we ever closed the
door to new Americans, our leadership
in the world would soon be lost.”

I urge a bipartisan vote.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, may I
inquire as to the amount of time re-
maining for each side.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
DEGETTE). The gentleman from Ohio
has 13 minutes. The gentleman from
New York has 14% minutes.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 45 seconds to the distinguished
gentleman from New York (Mr. JONES).

Mr. JONES. Madam Speaker, I swear,
sometimes I stand in this Chamber and
feel like I am in the Twilight Zone, lis-
tening to a number of my Republican
colleagues espouse white supremacist
ideology to denigrate our wonderful
Dreamers.

I am over here standing with a clear
understanding that this bill does not
go far enough.

I want to share the story of a con-
stituent of mine, Mr. Paul Pierrilus, of
our Spring Valley, New York, commu-
nity, who was deported to Haiti, a
country where he had never even been,
in apparent defiance of the President’s
100-day executive order.

We need a bill that goes further. I am
going to vote for this, but we need a
bill that goes further, that forgives
people who make mistakes.
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Mr. Pierrilus, in his case, made a
mistake in his early 20s. We need a bill
that allows him to return home, and I
am going to be fighting for that mov-
ing forward.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I will
tell you what this bill does. Page 51,
section 310: ‘“‘Grant program to assist
eligible applicants. The Secretary shall
establish, within U.S. Citizen and Im-
migration Services, a program to
award grants.”

So while there is a disaster on the
border, so much so that we have to
send FEMA there, this bill not only
gives amnesty to illegals, it uses Amer-
ican tax dollars to help the illegals
apply for amnesty.

Such a deal for the American tax-
payer. That is what this legislation
does. That is what this bill is about.

At a time when we have chaos on the
border, this bill gives amnesty to 3 mil-
lion illegals and uses American tax dol-
lars to help those same illegals apply
for the amnesty. I mean, the disrespect
that the Democrats have for the Amer-
ican taxpayer is astounding to me. It is
truly astounding.

I yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman
from New Mexico (Ms. HERRELL).

Ms. HERRELL. Madam Speaker, I
find the name of this bill, the Amer-
ican Dream and Promise Act, to be
quite a nightmare because while this
may be a bill that will help some, it de-
stroys the dreams of the American
children.

The contradiction and the hypocrisy
in this entire bill can be summed up in
this way: I have heard over and over,
Madam Speaker, these Dreamers are
frontline workers; they have been in
harm’s way; they have helped with this
pandemic. Yet, we are going to open
the border and allow people into our
country that do not have a COVID test.
We are putting our Dreamers in harm’s
way. I find the hypocrisy of this bill
somewhat puzzling.

But I also want to point out that this
bill allows those convicted of dan-
gerous crimes, including MS-13 and
other gang members, to receive a green
card by including the following excep-
tions if the applicants with multiple
misdemeanor convictions, even if the
crime was violent or resulted in death
or bodily injury, they can still get a
green card. It will not take into ac-
count violent crimes committed as a
juvenile when adjudicating the applica-
tion.

I strongly urge a ‘‘no’” vote on this
bill.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 45 seconds to the distinguished
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. GARCIA).

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I rise in strong support of the Amer-
ican Dream and Promise Act.

Before I continue with my remarks, I
want to remind Mr. JORDAN and the
others across the aisle that no human
being is illegal. We are all children of
God.

I have dedicated my life to public
service to help immigrants who come
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to the U.S. in search of a prosperous
and dignified life.

Since 2001, when the Dream Act was
first conceived, Dreamers have waited.

In 2012, DACA enabled eligible young
adults to work lawfully, attend school,
and contribute to society without the
constant threat of deportation.

However, Dreamers are still waiting.

In Texas, over 213,000 Dreamers con-
tribute $963 million in local, State, and
Federal taxes and have played a crit-
ical role in our State’s response to the
COVID pandemic.

Dreamers have waited.

It is time for us to deliver. We should
treat them with respect. I urge pas-
sage.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 45 seconds to the distinguished
gentleman from California (Mr.
CORREA).

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Let me just bring back the issue at
hand, which is our Dreamers. Dreamers
are taxpayers. They obey the law. They
work. They go to school. They are fire-
fighters. They are police officers. They
are nurses. Dreamers are Jose Angel
Garibay.

This man from my district made the
ultimate sacrifice for this United
States, his adopted country. Orange
County’s first Iraqi war death, Jose
Angel Garibay was Kkilled in action on
March 23, 2003.

At the age of 21, Jose became Orange
County’s first combat casualty in Iraq.
Jose Angel Garibay did the right thing.
He sacrificed his life for his country.

Let us do the right thing and pass
this legislation to honor Dreamers.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. MEUSER).

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, I
thank the ranking member from Ohio,
Mr. JORDAN, for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to op-
pose H.R. 6.

Under the leadership of President
Trump, illegal border crossings dropped
dramatically, and our border was se-
cured.

Since taking office, President Biden
has halted construction of our border
wall, attempted a moratorium on de-
portations, and, in so doing, created
significant incentives for illegal immi-
gration.

In February, over 100,000 illegal im-
migrants were apprehended at our
southern border, three times the num-
ber in the same month the year pre-
vious.

Speaking to Border Patrol agents,
Republicans and Democrats are told
the same thing: This is a humanitarian
crisis. Violent cartels are taking ad-
vantage of innocent people to smuggle
drugs into our country.

Yet, the Biden administration placed
a gag order on CBP agents. What is
going on here? Are we going to face the
problem, or are we going to hide it
with gag orders?

March 18, 2021

Now Democrats are introducing H.R.
6, which only exacerbates the Biden
policies at the border by creating the
incentive of amnesty with no discus-
sion of border security.

Madam Speaker, it is time for the
House to wake up. This is disastrous
policy, and it is in full view. There is
no hiding from it. We should oppose
H.R. 6 on humanitarian grounds.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 45 seconds to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. CHU).

Ms. CHU. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of H.R. 6, the
American Dream and Promise Act, to
put Dreamers and TPS and DED immi-
grants on a path to citizenship.

These are our friends, neighbors, and
colleagues. They have graduated from
our schools, served in our military, and
worked in our communities. During the
pandemic, they have kept our country
running with over 200,000 Dreamers and
over 130,000 TPS holders in essential
jobs at hospitals, grocery stores, and
schools.

As the chair of the Congressional
Asian Pacific American Caucus, I know
this is important to so many, including
the Asian-American and Pacific Is-
lander community, who are 7 percent
of the entire population but 16 percent
of the undocumented. That means
there are well over 100,000 Asian-Amer-
ican immigrants who urgently need re-
lief.

This bill means so much to so many.
I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote for H.R. 6.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. I yield 1 minute to the
distinguished gentlewoman from New
York (Ms. CLARKE).

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Madam
Speaker, as an original co-lead of this
legislation, I rise today in support of
the bill that is near and dear to my
heart, H.R. 6, the American Dream and
Promise Act.

As the proud daughter of Jamaican
immigrants, I understand the need for
the American Dream and Promise Act,
and more importantly, we need a hu-
mane and dignified 21st century immi-
gration system. Comprehensive immi-
gration reform is what is required.

Let me be very clear, crystal clear:
Our immigration system is broken, and
the time has come for the values of our
Nation to be reflected in our immigra-
tion policy.

However, this is not just a moral
issue. It is an economic one, as well. If
COVID-19 has taught us anything, es-
sential workers are the lifeblood of our
economy. They have risked their lives
during a global pandemic to serve, sup-
port, and protect American commu-
nities. We have relied on them during
this crisis, and it is time to give them
a way out of the shadows.

Let’s pass H.R. 6, the American
Dream and Promise Act. Let’s see it
through the Senate, and let’s get it
signed into law.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER).
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Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today in opposition of
this bill because we have a crisis along
our southern border.

We have record numbers of migrants
seeking to come into our country. The
number of unaccompanied children il-
legally crossing the border increased 63
percent last month. This is truly a hu-
manitarian and security crisis, but the
current administration is not ade-
quately addressing it. In fact, they are
not addressing it at all.

Instead of doing more to protect our
border, the administration is rolling
back policies that discourage this kind
of mass migration.

Today, we are considering a bill that
does nothing to solve the problem. In
fact, it shows that there are no reper-
cussions for breaking our laws and en-
courages more to attempt to enter the
country illegally.

We need a comprehensive and bipar-
tisan solution to this crisis that dis-
courages entering illegally and rewards
following the law.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, 1
yield 30 seconds to the distinguished
gentleman from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT).

Mr. DOGGETT. Madam Speaker, I
rise on behalf of those who teach, who
heal, who protect, who study; for those
whose entrepreneurial talent advances
our economy—for all of our Dreamers.
They have so much to contribute and
they are American in every way except
on paper.

For so many long years, they have
been burdened with uncertainty be-
cause of the anti-immigrant hysteria
whipped up by these Republican fanat-
ics. In San Antonio, San Marcos, and
Austin I have met with them person-
ally; Dreamers in Texas, where releas-
ing their full potential, through ap-
proval of this bill, would have such
benefit to all of us.

Today let’s move forward to reject
the Republican nightmare and achieve
the dream so that these deserving
young people may truly share in the
entire American Dream. This bill must
only be the beginning.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. PFLUGER).

Mr. PFLUGER. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in opposition to H.R. 6.

Bringing an amnesty bill to the floor
this week in the middle of a complete
and total crisis on our southern border
is not only tone-deaf; it is wrong.

I traveled to the border on Monday
and surveyed the facilities, the border,
and the environment. It is a mess.
Thousands of people are coming across
our borders illegally.

If we really cared about children, we
would be looking at the policies that
are incentivizing the drug cartels, the
traffickers, the coyotes that are bring-
ing them across, exploiting them in
every way. It is heartbreaking.

Some wish our Nation harm, includ-
ing the individuals who have been
found out to be on the terror watch list
who have been apprehended crossing
the border.
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This bill will only incentivize more
illegal crossings. What a week to put
this bill to a vote.

We cannot begin to address the issues
we are facing when our border is bro-
ken. I implore my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle to work with us
in a bipartisan manner to secure the
border and then move on.
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Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 30 seconds to the distinguished
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEE).

Ms. LEE of California. Madam
Speaker, first of all, let me say that I
rise in strong support of H.R. 6, the
American Dream and Promise Act. I
thank Congresswoman ROYBAL-
ALLARD, Chairman NADLER, and Chair-
woman LOFGREN for advancing this leg-
islation and supporting our Dreamers.

It is time that we protect these
young people who have never called
any other country than America home.
Dreamers and individuals eligible for
TPS or Deferred Enforcement Depar-
ture contribute mightily to their com-
munities and to our economy. They de-
serve a pathway to citizenship.

Now, the Dreamers in my State of
California and in my Congressional dis-
trict have made so many contributions
under very scary and difficult cir-
cumstances.

Madam Speaker, yes, they are as
American as I am. I ask for an ‘“‘aye”
vote.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 30 seconds to the distinguished
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN).

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, my constituent, Mr. Jose Escobar,
was living his American Dream, mar-
ried to an American-born woman, two
American-born children, living in an
American-built house, paying Amer-
ican taxes. Yet when he reported to
ICE, he was taken out of the arms of
his wife and babies, sent to El Salvador
with $20 and the clothes on his back. It
took us more than 2 years to get him
home, but I went to El Salvador with
his wife, and we brought him home.

Madam Speaker, I will support this
legislation because I want no one else
to experience what Mr. Jose Escobar
experienced.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 30 seconds to the distinguished
gentlewoman from New Mexico (Ms.
LEGER FERNANDEZ).

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam
Speaker, I rise for every child who was
ever raised in this beautiful country
but told they are not American; for
every Dreamer who has lived in fear
that they will be forced from the only
home they have ever known.

Madam Speaker, Dreamers are teach-
ers, students, and healthcare workers.
They feed us, care for us, and inspire
us. They strengthen our economy. Now
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is the moment. We must give them the
same opportunities and protections
that they deserve as Americans.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. STAUBER).

Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker,
when I speak to families back home,
they understand that there are individ-
uals and children in the country who
were brought here through no fault of
their own. They are understanding and
compassionate people who want a solu-
tion that is fair and just. But some-
thing that I also hear from these same
families is their concern and fear for
providing green cards and paths to citi-
zenship to gang members and crimi-
nals.

The text of this bill only compounds
those fears—preventing the TUnited
States Government from using readily
available information to remove gang
members who are national security
threats and other public safety threats.

This motion to recommit ensures
that those individuals whose applica-
tions would be denied on the basis of
criminal grounds, national security
grounds, public safety risks, or as gang
members, are considered by the De-
partment of Homeland Security for re-
moval from the United States.

Madam Speaker, under H.R. 6, infor-
mation provided in an application for a
green card may not be used for the pur-
poses of immigration enforcement,
even if the DHS denies the application
or it is withdrawn. This means that if
an applicant has a murder conviction,
a rape conviction, or if the applicant is
a gang member, and DHS knows about
it because of the application, DHS
can’t even refer that person for re-
moval.

To be clear, this MTR does not direct
the DHS to remove an applicant if they
are denied on any other basis. Only ap-
plicants who are denied on criminal or
national security grounds as public
safety risks or as gang members would
be affected.

As crime rates skyrocket in cities
across the country, the American peo-
ple are asking for serious solutions.
They are crying out for help. And this
bill only further enables murderers,
rapists, and gang members to exploit
our system.

If the Democrats see fit to listen to
the American people and exclude these
criminals and gang members from re-
ceiving green cards under H.R. 6, then
they should vote for this motion to re-
commit to ensure dangerous individ-
uals are denied a safe haven here in our
neighborhoods and communities where
our children go to school and play.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, may I
inquire how much time is remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York has 8% minutes
remaining. The gentleman from Ohio
has 6 minutes remaining.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, 1
yield 1 minute to the distinguished
gentleman from New York (Mr.
ESPAILLAT).
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Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, 1
rise to support H.R. 6, the American
Dream and Promise Act.

Madam Speaker, how hypocritical
and shameful of the other side of the
aisle. They want to deny Dreamers, yet
those Dreamers provide education and
daycare services for their children.

They want to deny Dreamers, but
those Dreamers take care of their frail
and elderly parents.

They want to deny Dreamers, but
their parents pick the crops and the
fruits that they eat at their table.

Madam Speaker, how hypocritical.
They want to deny Dreamers, yet those
Dreamers, as members of the National
Guard, protected us right here against
an angry, racist mob.

Madam Speaker, I know that too well
because I came to this Nation without
any papers. And I sit as a Member of
Congress and my vote is equal to any
of their votes. It is equal to any of
their votes because, in this country,
you can dream and it has promise.

Madam Speaker, we will not go back.
We will continue to move forward. I
support H.R. 6.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 30 seconds to the distinguished
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. GARCIA).

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, this bill is critical for mil-
lions. That is why I supported it in the
previous Congress, but it also contains
some deep flaws that perpetuate racial
injustice. I, along with 47 Members,
worked to eliminate those racially mo-
tivated barriers to legalization from
this bill. These harmful provisions will
deny immigrant youth a better future.

In this moment of racial reckoning,
we have missed an opportunity. Yet I
will vote for this bill, and I urge sup-
port because we can do better so that
every immigrant child has a fair
chance to call America home.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON).

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker,
don’t ask the President. Ask the people
of Texas and they will tell you the
truth. Biden’s unilateral actions are
the cause for this unprecedented crisis.

My Democrat colleagues’ response to
their fellow Americans: An amnesty
that will only add fuel to the fire of the
burning chaos at the southern border.

Madam Speaker, how did we go from
America first to America last in just
days?

Taken together, these perverse incen-
tives will further encourage lawless-
ness, enrich cartels, enable the abuse
and exploitation of the most vulnerable
people, cheat those who have respected
our process, compromise the health
and safety of the American people, and
undermine the sovereignty and secu-
rity of our great Nation.

Madam Speaker, don’t ask the Presi-
dent. Ask the people of Texas and they
will tell you the truth. The cartels are
in control at the border and the left is
in control of the Democrat party.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 30 seconds to the gentlewoman
from Massachusetts (Ms. PRESSLEY).

Ms. PRESSLEY. Madam Speaker, I
thank Chairman NADLER for yielding.

Madam Speaker, the tragic events of
this week underscore both our respon-
sibility and the urgency we must move
to legislate our values and to stand on
the side of justice.

I represent Massachusetts Seventh, a
district which is 40 percent immi-
grants. I rise today in solidarity with
them.

H.R. 6 is a critical step towards citi-
zenship for Dreamers, TPS, and DED
holders. However, the criminal bar pro-
visions added to this bill further entan-
gles our racist criminal legal system in
the citizenship process.

I thank Congressman GaARcIA and
partners for leading the fight to elimi-
nate this language. There is more work
to be done, but this bill moves us in the
right direction of a more just America,
one which values the lives of immi-
grants and not just their labor.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman
from Michigan (Mrs. MCCLAIN).

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, I
rise today because I am absolutely furi-
ous. Every single day, 5,000 new illegal
aliens cross our southern border. Every
single day, more men, more women and
children are smuggled across our bor-
der and being trafficked. Every single
day, the drug cartels and human traf-
fickers are raping and abusing our
women and children. One out of three
of these women and children are being
raped.

I ask the administration this: How is
that not a crisis?

Madam  Speaker, for almost 2
months, our Nation has refused to call
this a crisis, what is occurring at our
border. You cannot solve a problem un-
less you first admit there is a problem;
and we have a problem. This bill today
does nothing to solve that problem or
even acknowledge that we have a prob-
lem.

We, as a Congress, need to say in uni-
son: We have a crisis at our border.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 30 seconds to the distinguished
gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY).

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
there is no doubt the American Dream
and Promise Act will bring much-need-
ed relief to our Dreamers and our im-
migrant communities, and I will be
voting for the bill.

However, many of my constituents
are disappointed that H.R. 6 includes
harsh exclusions that will block many
of our long-term members of our com-
munity from citizenship simply be-
cause of misdeeds, mistakes that they
made years and years ago. I will con-
tinue to advocate for them.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, if we
adopt the motion to recommit, we will
instruct the Committee on the Judici-
ary to consider the amendment to H.R.
6 to ensure that gang members do not
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receive any benefits under the under-
lying bill and are swiftly removed from
the country.

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent to include the text of my
amendment in the RECORD imme-
diately prior to the vote on the motion
to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 30 seconds to the distinguished
gentleman from California (Mr. RUIZ).

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, I, and the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus rise in
support of H.R. 6, the American Dream
and Promise Act, which will make an
incredible positive difference for our
Nation.

It is precisely now, during a pan-
demic, when we need this legislation.
Dreamers are doctors, nurses, lab tech-
nicians, contact tracers, and job cre-
ators. Dreamers are on the front lines
of the COVID-19 pandemic. They
strengthen our economy and they
make invaluable contributions to
America.

Madam  Speaker, the American
Dream and Promise Act will provide a
pathway to citizenship for Dreamers,
TPS holders, and DED recipients. We
must pass this bill today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield an additional 15 seconds to the
gentleman from California.

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, I thank

The

the Congressional Hispanic Caucus
members, Congresswoman  LUCILLE
ROYBAL-ALLARD, Congresswoman

NYDIA VELAZQUEZ, as well as Congress-
woman YVETTE CLARKE, for their re-
markable efforts on this piece of legis-
lation.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. HICE).

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Madam Speak-
er, there is an unprecedented crisis at
the southern border. Literally, hun-
dreds of thousands of illegal immi-
grants are crossing into the United
States, stretching our patrol officers
and enforcement down there to a
breaking point.

In February of this year, over 100,000
illegals were apprehended. That is a 28
percent increase from the year before.
And I guarantee you, it is only going to
get worse. The projections are even
more than that this coming month.

Illegal border crossings are now five
times higher than before President
Biden was inaugurated. And this is all
fueled by the ‘‘open border’ policies of
this administration promising am-
nesty, ending the wall construction,
halting deportations, handcuffing our
law enforcement, and undermining bor-
der security.

President Trump gave President
Biden a secure southern border, and in
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less than 3 months, it has been disman-
tled. This is absolute insanity.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield an additional 30 seconds to the
gentleman from Georgia.

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Madam Speak-
er, meanwhile, here in Washington, the
Democratic majority is cheerfully
pushing more legislation to incentivize
more illegals coming here. We have
this bill promoting amnesty. We are
literally exalting illegals in this coun-
try over those who have waited years
to become citizens.

Madam Speaker, this is not rocket
science. The Democratic party knows
this is going to create a greater crisis,
and they simply don’t care. It is time
to stop fueling the crisis and start solv-
ing it.

Madam Speaker,
leagues to vote ‘‘no.”
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Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, how
much time do we have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York has 5% minutes
remaining. The gentleman from Ohio
has 2 minutes remaining.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 30 seconds to the distinguished
gentleman from Texas (Mr. CUELLAR).

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I
rise in favor of Dreamers who call the
U.S. home. Dreamers are our neigh-
bors, our colleagues, our classmates.
They are individuals that serve as es-
sential workers, teachers, medical per-
sonnel, that fully contribute to our
country and make America stronger.
They pay taxes. They work. They have
no criminal record. They help us, and
those are the type of individuals that
we need.

Madam Speaker, my question is: Why
are we afraid of a 7-year-old?

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 30 seconds to the distinguished
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
MANNING).

Ms. MANNING. Madam Speaker, I
rise today as the granddaughter of im-
migrants in support of the American
Dream and Promise Act. We need a
pathway to citizenship for Dreamers
who arrived in the United States as
children and know this country as
their only home; for TPS recipients
who, like my grandparents, sought ref-
uge in the United States when crises in
their home countries put their very
lives at risk.

These are doctors, nurses, first re-
sponders, who cared for us during the
pandemic. Many have served bravely as
members of our military.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes” for our friends
and neighbors who yearn to become
citizens of the country they already
call home.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

The

I urge my col-
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Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the distinguished

gentleman from New York (Mr.
SU0ZZI).
Mr. SUOZZI. Madam Speaker, 100

yvears ago my father was born in a
small medieval village in the moun-
taintops of southern Italy. He came to
America as a young boy, and in his St.
Dominic’s High School yearbook, he
wrote that his goal in life was to be-
come a real American.

Twenty-seven years ago, I served as
the young mayor of my hometown of
Glen Cove. I addressed the issue of a
growing population of new immigrants
from Central and South America who
gathered on street corners looking for
daywork by creating the first
dayworkers’ site anywhere on the East
Coast of the United States of America.

Today, those same men who gathered
on street corners have their own busi-
nesses, own homes, their children went
to school with my children. One
Dreamer from El Salvador who grad-
uated from high school with my daugh-
ter went on to graduate from college
with a degree in biomedical engineer-
ing, got a master’s in biomedical engi-
neering, and is now pursuing a doc-
torate in the same subject.

Today, I will support the American
Dream and Promise Act for Mario, and
for Nelson, and for all the other
Dreamers whose goal is like my fa-
ther’s, to be a real American.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. SCALISE), the distin-
guished whip.

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Ohio for
yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong op-
position to this amnesty bill. And if
you look at what is happening at our
southern border right now, America is
facing a serious crisis. Our southern
border is being overrun, the facilities,
the detention centers that are set up to
hold people who are coming across, are
being overwhelmed.

In fact, if you listen to what the bor-
der agents are telling us, it is total
mayhem, to quote one of the border
agents. Many facilities are not at 100
percent or 200 percent or 300 percent
capacity, but even worse than that.
There are kids who aren’t getting
enough food, who aren’t being able to
shower more than once a week.

This is going on in American deten-
tion facilities today, and President
Biden refuses to acknowledge the prob-
lem. Part of dealing with the problem
is to first admit there is a problem, and
President Biden doesn’t even want to
acknowledge it.

And then on the heels of this border
crisis that is going on right now, there
is a bill on the House floor to create
amnesty, to create a bigger magnet,
saying, come to the southern border.

The Homeland Security Secretary
has been pressed repeatedly the last
few days to tell people to stop coming
across the border illegally, and he
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won’t do it. He says, Well, they will
come right now. As if there is a time to
break the law.

Let’s get back to legal immigration,
a system that actually works for
America. But when you have a crisis at
the border, the last thing you should
do is make it worse. That is what this
bill does.

We should be having an honest con-
versation about how to make our legal
system of immigration work; not how
to ignite a crisis at the border and
make it worse. We know how bad it is
over there. In fact, because of the en-
couragement to cross the border ille-
gally, there are caravans of young kids
coming across, and reports that up to a
third of all the women coming across
are being sexually assaulted on the
journey. Stop this humanitarian crisis.
Reject this bill.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

We do have a crisis in this country:
the crisis consists of a shortage of
workers. As our birth rate goes down,
as our aging goes up, we have fewer and
fewer workers. And since economists
tell us that the number of workers is
what produces prosperity, this is a cri-
sis for the country.

Fortuitously, we have a situation
where we have several million people
in this country who are Americans,
who have lived almost their entire
lives in America, who, as was men-
tioned before, find out they weren’t
born in this country only when they
apply for a driver’s license when they
are 18 years old. They are a resource
for this country, and they ought to be
legalized, which is what this bill does,
so that we can utilize their talents
properly and remain under rule of law.

Madam Speaker, organizations, asso-
ciations, and industry leaders from
across the political spectrum support
passage of H.R. 6, the American Dream
and Promise Act of 2021. They include
among them: United We Dream, Serv-
ice Employees International, the AFL—
CIO—and these unions do not fear com-
petition, they know it is good—the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,
United States Chamber of Commerce,
Apple, and the National Education As-
sociation.

After closing the books on 4 years of
disastrous and inhumane immigration
policies, today we begin a new chapter,
one based on compassion, reason, and
the fundamental values we hold dear as
Americans.

Passage of H.R. 6 is long overdue. To-
day’s vote will dictate the future of
millions of Dreamers and recipients of
the TPS and DED and will greatly help
the economy of this country.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote in support of the Amer-
ican Dream and Promise Act of 2021,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I'm proud to
support H.R. 6, the American Dream and
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Promise Act to ensure that millions of young
Americans can remain in the only country
they’ve ever known and loved.

The bill provides a pathway to citizenship for
Dreamers, young people who came to the
U.S. as children without legal status. It pro-
vides conditional legal status for ten years to
those with a high school diploma or equivalent
credential, and they must pay a fee and pass
a background check. They can also earn per-
manent legal status if they attend college,
work lawfully, or serve in the military.

| supported President Obama’s Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program
which provided temporary legal status and
work permits to over 650,000 young people,
but only Congress can provide permanent
legal status and a pathway to citizenship
through statute. After putting their faith in the
government when they registered for DACA
and enduring the Trump Administration’s
three-year legal battle to end this program,
these young people deserve the certainty of a
permanent solution.

The American Dream and Promise Act also
provides permanent legal status to recipients
of Temporary Protected Status (TPS) and De-
ferred Enforced Departure (DED), programs
that provide temporary legal status to immi-
grants from countries experiencing war, nat-
ural disasters, or other ongoing crises.

Many of the individuals I've described are
longtime U.S. residents who contribute to their
communities and our economy and are Ameri-
cans in all but name. Our legislation provides
them with an earned pathway to citizenship so
they can be legally recognized as full mem-
bers of society and no longer live in fear of
deportation. They deserve this, and | urge all
Members to support the American Dream and
Promise Act.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of this bill, the Dream and
Promise Act. Let me thank Speaker PELOSI,
Chairman NADLER, Chairwoman LOFGREN,
Rep. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, and Rep.
YVETTE CLARKE for all their work to make hu-
mane immigration reform a priority.

| am a proud co-author of the Dream and
Promise Act, which will finally give peace of
mind to millions who are American in every
way but on paper by providing a pathway to
citizenship. These are Dreamers, TPS, and
DED recipients, yes. But they are also our co-
workers, friends, family members and hard-
working, law-abiding members of our commu-
nities.

And under this bill, we can shield qualifying
recipients of TPS, DED and DACA from de-
portation and create a more comprehensive
pathway to citizenship.

So, let's do the right thing, the American
thing, and pass this bill.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in support of H.R. 6, the DREAM
and PROMISE Act of 2021. This timely legis-
lation would finally provide a solution to the
millions of immigrants who have faced uncer-
tainty on their legal status for too long as a re-
sult of this country’s broken immigration sys-
tem.

When | was young and our family had the
opportunity to travel to go see family or to see
the country, | did not have a say in where we
went or how long we stayed there. | was a
child. Simply put, this was not my decision.
Similarly, the children of undocumented immi-
grants who were brought to our country did
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not have a say on where their parents were
bringing them, or how long they would be
staying here. They were innocent children.

And while we’ve debated for over two dec-
ades on meaningful immigration reform, these
individuals have had the opportunity to grow
up with our children and families, attend the
same schools and universities, have families
of their own, and make immeasurable con-
tributions to our communities. DREAMERs
have been able to live the American Dream in
every way but one—on paper.

The legislation that we are debating today
not only provides a pathway to legalization
and citizenship for these individuals but also to
those who fled political unrest and natural dis-
asters in their home countries. Currently pro-
tected under TPS (Temporary Protected Sta-
tus), these individuals face the same uncer-
tainty about their futures as DREAMERs. And
like DREAMERSs, they too have been in our
country for decades and play a critical role in
the success of our communities.

DREAM and PROMISE Act of 2021 is wide-
ly popular—supported by a majority of Ameri-
cans—and, notably, bipartisan. It is backed by
business leaders, labor unions, and educators
alike. Some of its advocates are my constitu-
ents, who have told their stories and inspired
me with their commitment and unwavering
dedication to their work, their families, our
community in North Texas, and to the country
they call home, the United States of America.

Madam Speaker, | strongly believe that we
must act now and pass legislation to offer a
common-sense and logical solution to our
broader immigration issues. The DREAM and
PROMISE Act would take a meaningful step
towards that goal and would lay out a path in
which we could do that, which is why | urge
my colleagues to support it and look forward
to the Senate’s immediate consideration.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, today, | am pleased to rise in support of
the American Dream and Promise Act (H.R. 6)
to provide permanent protections for Dreamers
and those currently protected by Temporary
Protected Status (TPS) and Deferred Enforced
Departure (DED) programs.

Over the past few years, the lives of these
Dreamers, who have largely known no other
home than the United States, have been filled
with even greater uncertainly and court chal-
lenges. This bill aims to permanently change
that and give security and a pathway to citi-
zenship for our Dreamers.

The vast majority of DACA-eligible students
over the age of 18 received a high school
education here. Our nation has made an in-
vestment in their future that not only trans-
formed their lives, but also has resulted in
widespread economic and other benefits for
our country and communities. A few years
ago, it was estimated that if Wisconsin’s
DACA workers were deported, it would cost
the state more than $400 million annually.

Despite this uncertainty and outright hateful
opposition from the previous administration,
these young men and women remain resolute
and many have served on the frontlines—as
health care professionals and other essential
workers—during this deadly pandemic.

We successfully defended against ill-ad-
vised efforts to end DACA. Now it is time to
take the next step. We need to ensure that
DREAMers can continue enriching our coun-
try.

yLikewise, TPS holders have also seen their
lives thrown into turmoil during an already tur-
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bulent time, with their fate depending on a se-
ries of court decisions. Like Dreamers, TPS
holders are active members of their commu-
nities, many have lived here for years, and are
critical contributors to our economy.

It's always the right time to do the right
thing. Now is the right time to provide perma-
nent protections and a pathway to citizenship
for those who have contributed so much to our
country. | am pleased to support this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 233, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the bill, as
amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, 1
have a motion to recommit at the
desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Jordan moves to recommit the bill
H.R. 6 to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The material previously referred to
by Mr. JORDAN is as follows:

Page 10, after line 8, insert the following:

(C) The Secretary knows or has reason to
believe that the alien is or has been a mem-
ber of a criminal street gang (as defined in
subsection (a) of section 521 of title 18,
United States Code), or to have participated
in the activities of a criminal street gang
knowing or having reason to know that such
activities will promote, further, aid, or sup-
port the illegal activity of the criminal
gang. For purposes of this subparagraph, the
Secretary may consider any and all credible
evidence of membership or participation in a
criminal street gang, including evidence ob-
tained from a State or Federal data base
used for the purpose of recording and sharing
activities of alleged gang members across
law enforcement agencies.

Page 13, strike line 11 and all that follows
through line 19.

Page 55, after line 18, insert the following:
SEC. 314. TREATMENT OF CERTAIN ALIENS

FOUND INELIGIBLE FOR ADJUST-
MENT OF STATUS.

Notwithstanding sections 102(e), 202(d)(3),
and 309 of this Act, an alien whose applica-
tion would be denied based on criminal, na-
tional security, gang, or public safety
grounds, as set out in section 102(c) or
202(a)(3) of this Act, shall be referred by the
Secretary of Homeland Security for a deter-
mination of whether the alien should be
placed in removal proceedings under section
240 of the Immigration and Nationality Act
(8 U.S.C. 1229a).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 2(b) of rule XIX, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion
to recommit.

The question is on the motion to re-
commit.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question are
postponed.
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Pursuant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX,
further consideration of H.R. 6 is post-
poned.

———

FARM WORKFORCE
MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2021

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 233, I call up
the bill (H.R. 1603) to amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act to provide
for terms and conditions for non-
immigrant workers performing agricul-
tural labor or services, and for other
purposes, and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 233, the
amendment printed in part C of House
Report 117-12 is adopted, and the bill,
as amended, is considered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 1603

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the “Farm Workforce Modernization Act of
20217,

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

TITLE [—SECURING THE DOMESTIC
AGRICULTURAL WORKFORCE

Subtitle A—Temporary Status for Certified
Agricultural Workers

Certified agricultural worker status.

Terms and conditions of certified sta-
tus.

Ezxtensions of certified status.

Determination of continuous presence.

Sec. 105. Employer obligations.

Sec. 106. Administrative and judicial review.

Subtitle B—Optional Earned Residence for
Long-Term Workers

Sec. 111. Optional adjustment of status for
long-term agricultural workers.

112. Payment of tazxes.

113. Adjudication and decision; review.

Subtitle C—General Provisions

Definitions.

Rulemaking; Fees.

Background checks.

Protection for children.

Limitation on removal.

Documentation of agricultural work
history.

Employer protections.

Correction of social security records;
conforming amendments.

Disclosures and privacy.

Penalties for false statements in appli-
cations.

Dissemination of information.

Exemption from numerical limitations.

Reports to Congress.

Grant program to assist eligible appli-
cants.

Sec. 135. Authorization of appropriations.

TITLE II—ENSURING AN AGRICULTURAL
WORKFORCE FOR THE FUTURE

Subtitle A—Reforming the H-2A Temporary

Worker Program
201. Comprehensive and streamlined elec-
tronic H-2A platform.

202. H-2A program requirements.

203. Agency roles and responsibilities.

204. Worker protection and compliance.

101.
102.

Sec.
Sec.

103.
104.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

127.
128.

Sec.
Sec.

129.
130.

Sec.
Sec.

131.
132.
133.
134.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
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Sec. 205. Report on wage protections.

Sec. 206. Portable H-2A visa pilot program.

Sec. 207. Improving access to permanent resi-
dence.

Subtitle B—Preservation and Construction of
Farmworker Housing

Short title.

Permanent establishment of housing
preservation and revitalization
program.

Eligibility for rural housing vouchers.

Amount of voucher assistance.

Rental assistance contract authority.

Funding for multifamily technical im-
provements.

Plan for preserving affordability of
rental projects.

Covered housing programs.

New farmworker housing.

Loan and grant limitations.

230. Operating assistance subsidies.

231. Eligibility of certified workers.

Subtitle C—Foreign Labor Recruiter
Accountability

Registration of foreign labor recruit-
ers.

Enforcement.

Sec. 253. Appropriations.

Sec. 264. Definitions.

TITLE III—ELECTRONIC VERIFICATION OF
EMPLOYMENT ELIGIBILITY

Electronic employment eligibility
verification system.

Mandatory electronic verification for
the agricultural industry.

Coordination with E-Verify Program.

Fraud and misuse of documents.

Technical and conforming amend-
ments.

Protection of Social Security Adminis-
tration programs.

Report on the implementation of the
electronic employment verification
system.

Modernizing and streamlining the em-
ployment eligibility wverification
process.

Sec. 309. Rulemaking and Paperwork Reduction

Act.

TITLE I-SECURING THE DOMESTIC
AGRICULTURAL WORKFORCE

Subtitle A—Temporary Status for Certified
Agricultural Workers
SEC. 101. CERTIFIED AGRICULTURAL WORKER
STATUS.

(a) REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFIED AGRICUL-
TURAL WORKER STATUS.—

(1) PRINCIPAL ALIENS.—The Secretary may
grant certified agricultural worker status to an
alien who submits a completed application, in-
cluding the required processing fees, before the
end of the period set forth in subsection (c) and
who—

(4) performed agricultural labor or services in
the United States for at least 1,035 hours (or 180
work days) during the 2-year period preceding
the date of the introduction of this Act;

(B) on the date of the introduction of this
Act—

(i) is inadmissible or deportable from the
United States; or

(ii) is under a grant of deferred enforced de-
parture or has temporary protected status under
section 244 of the Immigration and Nationality
Act;

(C) subject to section 104, has been continu-
ously present in the United States since the date
of the introduction of this Act and until the
date on which the alien is granted certified agri-
cultural worker status; and

(D) is not otherwise ineligible for certified ag-
ricultural worker status as provided in Sub-
section (b).

(2) DEPENDENT SPOUSE AND CHILDREN.—The
Secretary may grant certified agricultural de-

220.
221.

Sec.
Sec.

222.
223.
224.
225.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 226.
227.
228.
229.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 251.

Sec. 252.

Sec. 301.

Sec. 302.
303.
304.
305.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 306.

Sec. 307.

Sec. 308.
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pendent status to the spouse or child of an alien
granted certified agricultural worker status
under paragraph (1) if the spouse or child is not
ineligible for certified agricultural dependent
status as provided in subsection (b).

(b) GROUNDS FOR INELIGIBILITY.—

(1) GROUNDS OF INADMISSIBILITY.—Ezxcept as
provided in paragraph (3), an alien is ineligible
for certified agricultural worker or certified ag-
ricultural dependent status if the Secretary de-
termines that the alien is inadmissible under
section 212(a) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)), except that in deter-
mining inadmissibility—

(A) paragraphs (4), (5), (7), and (9)(B) of such
section shall not apply;

(B) subparagraphs (A), (C), (D), (F), and (G)
of such section 212(a)(6) and paragraphs (9)(C)
and (10)(B) of such section 212(a) shall not
apply unless based on the act of unlawfully en-
tering the United States after the date of intro-
duction of this Act; and

(C) paragraphs (6)(B) and (9)(A) of such sec-
tion 212(a) shall not apply unless the relevant
conduct began on or after the date of filing of
the application for certified agricultural worker
status.

(2) ADDITIONAL CRIMINAL BARS.—Except as
provided in paragraph (3), an alien is ineligible
for certified agricultural worker or certified ag-
ricultural dependent status if the Secretary de-
termines that, excluding any offense under
State law for which an essential element is the
alien’s immigration status and any minor traffic
offense, the alien has been convicted of—

(A) any felony offense;

(B) an aggravated felony (as defined in sec-
tion 101(a)(43) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(43)) at the time of the
conviction);

(C) two misdemeanor offenses involving moral
turpitude, as described n section
212(a)(2)(A)(i)(1) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(2)(A)(i)(I)), unless an
offense is waived by the Secretary under para-
graph (3)(B); or

(D) three or more misdemeanor offenses not
occurring on the same date, and not arising out
of the same act, omission, or scheme of mis-
conduct.

(3) WAIVERS FOR CERTAIN GROUNDS OF INAD-
MISSIBILITY.—For humanitarian purposes, fam-
ily unity, or if otherwise in the public interest,
the Secretary may waive the grounds of inad-
missibility under—

(A) paragraph (1), (6)(E), or (10)(D) of section
212(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1182(a)); or

(B) subparagraphs (A) and (D) of section
212(a)(2) of the Immigration and Nationality Act
(8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(2)), unless inadmissibility is
based on a conviction that would otherwise
render the alien ineligible under subparagraph
(A4), (B), or (D) of paragraph (2).

(c) APPLICATION.—

(1) APPLICATION PERIOD.—Ezxcept as provided
in paragraph (2), the Secretary shall accept ini-
tial applications for certified agricultural work-
er status during the 18-month period beginning
on the date on which the interim final rule is
published in the Federal Register pursuant to
section 122(a).

(2) EXTENSION.—If the Secretary determines,
during the initial period described in paragraph
(1), that additional time is required to process
initial applications for certified agricultural
worker status or for other good cause, the Sec-
retary may extend the period for accepting ap-
plications for up to an additional 12 months.

(3) SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—An alien may file an appli-
cation with the Secretary under this section
with the assistance of an attorney or a non-
profit religious, charitable, social service, or
similar organization recognized by the Board of
Immigration Appeals under section 292.2 of title
8, Code of Federal Regulations. The Secretary
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shall also create a procedure for accepting ap-
plications filed by qualified designated entities
with the consent of the applicant.

(B) FARM SERVICE AGENCY OFFICES.—The Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Secretary of Ag-
riculture, shall establish a process for the filing
of applications under this section at Farm Serv-
ice Agency offices throughout the United States.

(4) EVIDENCE OF APPLICATION FILING.—As
soon as practicable after receiving an applica-
tion for certified agricultural worker status, the
Secretary shall provide the applicant with a
document acknowledging the receipt of such ap-
plication. Such document shall serve as interim
proof of the alien’s authorization to accept em-
ployment in the United States and shall be ac-
cepted by an employer as evidence of employ-
ment authorization under section 274A(b)(1)(C)
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1324a(b)(1)(C)), if the employer is employ-
ing the holder of such document to perform agri-
cultural labor or services, pending a final ad-
ministrative decision on the application.

(5) EFFECT OF PENDING APPLICATION.—During
the period beginning on the date on which an
alien applies for certified agricultural worker
status under this subtitle, and ending on the
date on which the Secretary makes a final ad-
ministrative decision regarding such applica-
tion, the alien and any dependents included in
the application—

(A) may apply for advance parole, which
shall be granted upon demonstrating a legiti-
mate need to travel outside the United States for
a temporary purpose;

(B) may not be detained by the Secretary or
removed from the United States unless the Sec-
retary makes a prima facie determination that
such alien is, or has become, ineligible for cer-
tified agricultural worker status;

(C) may not be considered unlawfully present
under section 212(a)(9)(B) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(9)(B));
and

(D) may not be considered an unauthorized
alien (as defined in section 274A(h)(3) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1324a(h)(3))).

(6) WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATION.—The Sec-
retary shall, upon receipt of a request from the
applicant to withdraw an application for cer-
tified agricultural worker status under this sub-
title, cease processing of the application, and
close the case. Withdrawal of the application
shall not prejudice any future application filed
by the applicant for any immigration benefit
under this Act or under the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.).

(d) ADJUDICATION AND DECISION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to section 123, the
Secretary shall render a decision on an applica-
tion for certified agricultural worker status not
later than 180 days after the date the applica-
tion is filed.

(2) NOTICE.—Prior to denying an application
for certified agricultural worker status, the Sec-
retary shall provide the alien with—

(A) written notice that describes the basis for
ineligibility or the deficiencies in the evidence
submitted; and

(B) at least 90 days to contest ineligibility or
submit additional evidence.

(3) AMENDED APPLICATION.—An alien whose
application for certified agricultural worker sta-
tus is denied under this section may submit an
amended application for such status to the Sec-
retary if the amended application is submitted
within the application period described in sub-
section (c) and contains all the required infor-
mation and fees that were missing from the ini-
tial application.

(e) ALTERNATIVE H-2A STATUS.—An alien who
has not met the required period of agricultural
labor or services under subsection (a)(1)(4), but
is otherwise eligible for certified agricultural
worker status under such subsection, shall be el-
igible for classification as a nonimmigrant de-
scribed in section 101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a) of the Im-
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migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a)) upon approval of a petition
submitted by a sponsoring employer, if the alien
has performed at least 575 hours (or 100 work
days) of agricultural labor or services during the
3-year period preceding the date of the introduc-
tion of this Act. The Secretary shall create a
procedure to provide for such classification
without requiring the alien to depart the United
States and obtain a visa abroad.

SEC. 102. TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF CERTIFIED

STATUS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) APPROVAL.—Upon approval of an applica-
tion for certified agricultural worker status, or
an extension of such status pursuant to section
103, the Secretary shall issue—

(A) documentary evidence of such status to
the applicant; and

(B) documentary evidence of certified agricul-
tural dependent status to any qualified depend-
ent included on such application.

(2) DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE.—In addition to
any other features and information as the Sec-
retary may prescribe, the documentary evidence
described in paragraph (1)—

(A) shall be machine-readable and tamper-re-
sistant;

(B) shall contain a digitized photograph;

(C) shall serve as a valid travel and entry doc-
ument for purposes of applying for admission to
the United States; and

(D) shall be accepted during the period of its
validity by an employer as evidence of employ-
ment authorization and identity under section
274A(b)(1)(B) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a(b)(1)(B)).

(3) VALIDITY PERIOD.—Certified agricultural
worker and certified agricultural dependent sta-
tus shall be valid for 5%/2 years beginning on the
date of approval.

(4) TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION.—An alien with
certified agricultural worker or certified agricul-
tural dependent status may—

(A) travel within and outside of the United
States, including commuting to the United
States from a residence in a foreign country;
and

(B) be admitted to the United States upon re-
turn from travel abroad without first obtaining
a visa if the alien is in possession of—

(i) valid, unexpired documentary evidence of
certified agricultural worker or certified agricul-
tural worker dependent status as described in
subsection (a); or

(ii) a travel document that has been approved
by the Secretary and was issued to the alien
after the alien’s original documentary evidence
was lost, stolen, or destroyed.

(b) ABILITY TO CHANGE STATUS.—

(1) CHANGE TO CERTIFIED AGRICULTURAL
WORKER STATUS.—Notwithstanding section
101(a), an alien with valid certified agricultural
dependent status may apply to change to cer-
tified agricultural worker status, at any time, if
the alien—

(A) submits a completed application, including
the required processing fees; and

(B) is not ineligible for certified agricultural
worker status under section 101(b).

(2) CLARIFICATION.—Nothing in this title pro-
hibits an alien granted certified agricultural
worker or certified agricultural dependent sta-
tus from changing status to any other non-
immigrant classification for which the alien may
be eligible.

(c) PROHIBITION ON PUBLIC BENEFITS, TAX
BENEFITS, AND HEALTH CARE SUBSIDIES.—Aliens
granted certified agricultural worker or certified
agricultural dependent status shall be consid-
ered lawfully present in the United States for all
purposes for the duration of their status, except
that such aliens—

(1) shall be ineligible for Federal means-tested
public benefits to the same extent as other indi-
viduals who are not qualified aliens under sec-
tion 431 of the Personal Responsibility and
Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8
U.S.C. 1641);
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(2) are not entitled to the premium assistance
tax credit authorized under section 36B of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 36B),
and shall be subject to the rules applicable to in-
dividuals who are not lawfully present set forth
in subsection (e) of such section;

(3) shall be subject to the rules applicable to
individuals who are not lawfully present set
forth in section 1402(e) of the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 18071(e));
and

(4) shall be subject to the rules applicable to
individuals not lawfully present set forth in sec-
tion 5000A(d)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 (26 U.S.C. 5000A(d)(3)).

(d) REVOCATION OF STATUS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may revoke
certified agricultural worker or certified agricul-
tural dependent status if, after providing notice
to the alien and the opportunity to provide evi-
dence to contest the proposed revocation, the
Secretary determines that the alien no longer
meets the eligibility requirements for such status
under section 101(b).

(2) INVALIDATION OF DOCUMENTATION.—Upon
the Secretary’s final determination to revoke an
alien’s certified agricultural worker or certified
agricultural dependent status, any documenta-
tion issued by the Secretary to such alien under
subsection (a) shall automatically be rendered
invalid for any purpose except for departure
from the United States.

SEC. 103. EXTENSIONS OF CERTIFIED STATUS.

(a) REQUIREMENTS FOR EXTENSIONS OF STA-
TUS.—

(1) PRINCIPAL ALIENS.—The Secretary may ex-
tend certified agricultural worker status for ad-
ditional periods of 5%2 years to an alien who
submits a completed application, including the
required processing fees, within the 120-day pe-
riod beginning 60 days before the expiration of
the fifth year of the immediately preceding
grant of certified agricultural worker status, if
the alien—

(A) except as provided in section 126(c), has
performed agricultural labor or services in the
United States for at least 575 hours (or 100 work
days) for each of the prior 5 years in which the
alien held certified agricultural worker status;
and

(B) has not become ineligible for certified agri-
cultural worker status under section 101(b).

(2) DEPENDENT SPOUSE AND CHILDREN.—The
Secretary may grant or extend certified agricul-
tural dependent status to the spouse or child of
an alien granted an extension of certified agri-
cultural worker status under paragraph (1) if
the spouse or child is not ineligible for certified
agricultural dependent status under Ssection
101(b).

(3) WAIVER FOR LATE FILINGS.—The Secretary
may waive an alien’s failure to timely file before
the expiration of the 120-day period described in
paragraph (1) if the alien demonstrates that the
delay was due to extraordinary circumstances
beyond the alien’s control or for other good
cause.

(b) STATUS FOR WORKERS WITH PENDING AP-
PLICATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Certified agricultural worker
status of an alien who timely files an applica-
tion to extend such status under subsection (a)
(and the status of the alien’s dependents) shall
be automatically extended through the date on
which the Secretary makes a final administra-
tive decision regarding such application.

(2) DOCUMENTATION OF EMPLOYMENT AUTHOR-
IZATION.—As soon as practicable after receipt of
an application to extend certified agricultural
worker status under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall issue a document to the alien ac-
knowledging the receipt of such application. An
employer of the worker may not refuse to accept
such document as evidence of employment au-
thorization under section 274A(b)(1)(C) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1324a(b)(1)(C)), pending a final administrative
decision on the application.
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(c) NOTICE.—Prior to denying an application
to extend certified agricultural worker status,
the Secretary shall provide the alien with—

(1) written notice that describes the basis for
ineligibility or the deficiencies of the evidence
submitted; and

(2) at least 90 days to contest ineligibility or
submit additional evidence.
SEC. 104. DETERMINATION

PRESENCE.

(a) EFFECT OF NOTICE TO APPEAR.—The con-
tinuous presence in the United States of an ap-
plicant for certified agricultural worker status
under section 101 shall not terminate when the
alien is served a motice to appear under section
239(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1229(a)).

(b) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN BREAKS IN PRES-
ENCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graphs (2) and (3), an alien shall be considered
to have failed to maintain continuous presence
in the United States under this subtitle if the
alien departed the United States for any period
exceeding 90 days, or for any periods, in the ag-
gregate, exceeding 180 days.

(2) EXTENSIONS FOR EXTENUATING CIR-
CUMSTANCES.—The Secretary may extend the
time periods described in paragraph (1) for an
alien who demonstrates that the failure to time-
ly return to the United States was due to ex-
tenuating circumstances beyond the alien’s con-
trol, including the serious illness of the alien, or
death or serious illness of a spouse, parent, son
or daughter, grandparent, or sibling of the
alien.

(3) TRAVEL AUTHORIZED BY THE SECRETARY.—
Any period of travel outside of the United States
by an alien that was authorized by the Sec-
retary shall not be counted toward any period
of departure from the United States under para-
graph (1).

SEC. 105. EMPLOYER OBLIGATIONS.

(a) RECORD OF EMPLOYMENT.—An employer of
an alien in certified agricultural worker status
shall provide such alien with a written record of
employment each year during which the alien
provides agricultural labor or services to such
employer as a certified agricultural worker.

(b) CIVIL PENALTIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary determines,
after notice and an opportunity for a hearing,
that an employer of an alien with certified agri-
cultural worker status has knowingly failed to
provide the record of employment required
under subsection (a), or has provided a false
statement of material fact in such a record, the
employer shall be subject to a civil penalty in an
amount not to exceed $500 per violation.

(2) LIMITATION.—The penalty under para-
graph (1) for failure to provide employment
records shall not apply unless the alien has pro-
vided the employer with evidence of employment
authorization described in section 102 or 103.

(3) DEPOSIT OF CIVIL PENALTIES.—Civil pen-
alties collected under this paragraph shall be
deposited into the Immigration Examinations
Fee Account under section 286(m) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1356(m)).
SEC. 106. ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL RE-

VIEW.

(a) ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW.—The Secretary
shall establish a process by which an applicant
may seek administrative review of a denial of an
application for certified agricultural worker sta-
tus under this subtitle, an application to extend
such status, or a revocation of such status.

(b) ADMISSIBILITY IN IMMIGRATION COURT.—
Each record of an alien’s application for cer-
tified agricultural worker status under this sub-
title, application to extend such status, revoca-
tion of such status, and each record created
pursuant to the administrative review process
under subsection (a) is admissible in immigra-
tion court, and shall be included in the adminis-
trative record.

(c) JupICIAL REVIEW.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, judicial review of the
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Secretary’s decision to deny an application for

certified agricultural worker status, an applica-

tion to extend such status, or the decision to re-

voke such status, shall be limited to the review

of an order of removal under section 242 of the

Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.

1252).

Subtitle B—Optional Earned Residence for
Long-Term Workers

SEC. 111. OPTIONAL ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS
FOR LONG-TERM AGRICULTURAL
WORKERS.

(a) REQUIREMENTS FOR ADJUSTMENT OF STA-
TUS.—

(1) PRINCIPAL ALIENS.—The Secretary may ad-
just the status of an alien from that of a cer-
tified agricultural worker to that of a lawful
permanent resident if the alien submits a com-
pleted application, including the required proc-
essing and penalty fees, and the Secretary de-
termines that—

(4) except as provided in section 126(c), the
alien performed agricultural labor or services for
not less than 575 hours (or 100 work days) each
year—

(i) for at least 10 years prior to the date of the
enactment of this Act and for at least 4 years in
certified agricultural worker status; or

(ii) for fewer than 10 years prior to the date
of the enactment of this Act and for at least 8
years in certified agricultural worker status;
and

(B) the alien has not become ineligible for cer-
tified agricultural worker status under section
101(D).

(2) DEPENDENT ALIENS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The spouse and each child
of an alien described in paragraph (1) whose
status has been adjusted to that of a lawful per-
manent resident may be granted lawful perma-
nent residence under this subtitle if—

(i) the qualifying relationship to the principal
alien existed on the date on which such alien
was granted adjustment of status under this
subtitle; and

(ii) the spouse or child is not ineligible for cer-
tified agricultural worker dependent status
under section 101(b).

(B) PROTECTIONS FOR SPOUSES AND CHIL-
DREN.—The Secretary of Homeland Security
shall establish procedures to allow the spouse or
child of a certified agricultural worker to self-
petition for lawful permanent residence under
this subtitle in cases involving—

(i) the death of the certified agricultural
worker, so long as the spouse or child submits a
petition not later than 2 years after the date of
the worker’s death; or

(ii) the spouse or a child being battered or
subjected to extreme cruelty by the certified ag-
ricultural worker.

(3) DOCUMENTATION OF WORK HISTORY.—An
applicant for adjustment of status under this
section shall mot be required to resubmit evi-
dence of work history that has been previously
submitted to the Secretary in connection with
an approved extension of certified agricultural
worker status.

(b) PENALTY FEE.—In addition to any proc-
essing fee that the Secretary may assess in ac-
cordance with section 122(b), a principal alien
seeking adjustment of status under this subtitle
shall pay a 31,000 penalty fee, which shall be
deposited into the Immigration Examinations
Fee Account pursuant to section 286(m) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act 8
U.S.C.1356(m)).

(¢) EFFECT OF PENDING APPLICATION.—During
the period beginning on the date on which an
alien applies for adjustment of status under this
subtitle, and ending on the date on which the
Secretary makes a final administrative decision
regarding such application, the alien and any
dependents included on the application—

(1) may apply for advance parole, which shall
be granted upon demonstrating a legitimate
need to travel outside the United States for a
temporary purpose;

H1529

(2) may not be detained by the Secretary or re-
moved from the United States unless the Sec-
retary makes a prima facie determination that
such alien is, or has become, ineligible for ad-
justment of status under subsection (a);

(3) may not be considered unlawfully present
under section 212(a)(9)(B) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(9)(B));
and

(4) may not be considered an unauthorized
alien (as defined in section 274A(h)(3) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1324a(h)(3))).

(d) EVIDENCE OF APPLICATION FILING.—AsS
soon as practicable after receiving an applica-
tion for adjustment of status under this subtitle,
the Secretary shall provide the applicant with a
document acknowledging the receipt of such ap-
plication. Such document shall serve as interim
proof of the alien’s authorization to accept em-
ployment in the United States and shall be ac-
cepted by an employer as evidence of employ-
ment authorization under section 274A(b)(1)(C)
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1324a(b)(1)(C)), pending a final adminis-
trative decision on the application.

(e) WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATION.—The Sec-
retary shall, upon receipt of a request to with-
draw an application for adjustment of status
under this subtitle, cease processing of the ap-
plication, and close the case. Withdrawal of the
application shall not prejudice any future appli-
cation filed by the applicant for any immigra-
tion benefit under this Act or under the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et
seq.).

SEC. 112. PAYMENT OF TAXES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—An alien may not be granted
adjustment of status under this subtitle unless
the applicant has satisfied any applicable Fed-
eral tax liability.

(b) COMPLIANCE.—An alien may demonstrate
compliance with subsection (a) by submitting
such documentation as the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of the Treasury,
may require by regulation.

SEC. 113. ADJUDICATION AND DECISION; REVIEW.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the requirements
of section 123, the Secretary shall render a deci-
sion on an application for adjustment of status
under this subtitle not later than 180 days after
the date on which the application is filed.

(b) NOTICE.—Prior to denying an application
for adjustment of status under this subtitle, the
Secretary shall provide the alien with—

(1) written notice that describes the basis for
ineligibility or the deficiencies of the evidence
submitted; and

(2) at least 90 days to contest ineligibility or
submit additional evidence.

(c) ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW.—The Secretary
shall establish a process by which an applicant
may seek administrative review of a denial of an
application for adjustment of status under this
subtitle.

(d) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, an alien may seek judi-
cial review of a denial of an application for ad-
justment of status under this title in an appro-
priate United States district court.

Subtitle C—General Provisions
SEC. 121. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided, any term used in this title that is used in
the immigration laws shall have the meaning
given such term in the immigration laws (as
such term is defined in section 101 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101)).

(2) AGRICULTURAL LABOR OR SERVICES.—The
term ‘‘agricultural labor or services’ means—

(A) agricultural labor or services as such term
is used in section 101(a)(15)(H)(ii) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(15)(H)(ii)), without regard to whether
the labor or services are of a seasonal or tem-
porary nature; and
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(B) agricultural employment as such term is
defined in section 3 of the Migrant and Seasonal
Agricultural Worker Protection Act (29 U.S.C.
1802), without regard to whether the specific
service or activity is temporary or seasonal.

(3) APPLICABLE FEDERAL TAX LIABILITY.—The
term ‘“‘applicable Federal tax liability’’ means
all Federal income taxes assessed in accordance
with section 6203 of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 beginning on the date on which the ap-
plicant was authorized to work in the United
States as a certified agricultural worker.

(4) APPROPRIATE UNITED STATES DISTRICT
COURT.—The term ‘‘appropriate United States
district court’” means the United States District
Court for the District of Columbia or the United
States district court with jurisdiction over the
alien’s principal place of residence.

(5) CHILD.—The term ‘“‘child’’ has the meaning
given such term in section 101(b)(1) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(b)(1)).

(6) CONVICTED OR CONVICTION.—The term
“‘convicted’’ or ‘‘conviction’’ does not include a
judgment that has been expunged or set aside,
that resulted in a rehabilitative disposition, or
the equivalent.

(7) EMPLOYER.—The term ‘‘employer’ means
any person or entity, including any labor con-
tractor or any agricultural association, that em-
ploys workers in agricultural labor or services.

(8) QUALIFIED DESIGNATED ENTITY.—The term
“‘qualified designated entity’ means—

(4) a qualified farm labor organization or an
association of employers designated by the Sec-
retary, or

(B) any other entity that the Secretary des-
ignates as having substantial experience, dem-
onstrated competence, and a history of long-
term involvement in the preparation and sub-
mission of application for adjustment of status
under title II of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1151 et seq.).

(9) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Homeland Security.

(10) WORK DAY.—The term “‘work day’’ means
any day in which the individual is employed
5.75 or more hours in agricultural labor or serv-
ices.

SEC. 122. RULEMAKING; FEES.

(a) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall publish in the Federal Register,
an interim final rule implementing this title.
Notwithstanding section 553 of title 5, United
States Code, the rule shall be effective, on an in-
terim basis, immediately upon publication, but
may be subject to change and revision after pub-
lic notice and opportunity for comment. The
Secretary shall finalize such rule not later than
1 year after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(b) FEES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may require
an alien applying for any benefit under this
title to pay a reasonable fee that is commensu-
rate with the cost of processing the application.

(2) FEE WAIVER, INSTALLMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish procedures to allow an alien to—

(i) request a waiver of any fee that the Sec-
retary may assess under this title if the alien
demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Secretary
that the alien is unable to pay the prescribed
fee; or

(ii) pay any fee or penalty that the Secretary
may assess under this title in installments.

(B) CLARIFICATION.—Nothing in this section
shall be read to prohibit an employer from pay-
ing any fee or penalty that the Secretary may
assess under this title on behalf of an alien and
the alien’s spouse or children.

SEC. 123. BACKGROUND CHECKS.

(a) SUBMISSION OF BIOMETRIC AND BIO-
GRAPHIC DATA.—The Secretary may not grant or
extend certified agricultural worker or certified
agricultural dependent status under subtitle A,
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or grant adjustment of status to that of a lawful
permanent resident under subtitle B, unless the
alien submits biometric and biographic data, in
accordance with procedures established by the
Secretary. The Secretary shall provide an alter-
native procedure for aliens who cannot provide
all required biometric or biographic data be-
cause of a physical impairment.

(b) BACKGROUND CHECKS.—The Secretary
shall use biometric, biographic, and other data
that the Secretary determines appropriate to
conduct security and law enforcement back-
ground checks and to determine whether there is
any criminal, national security, or other factor
that would render the alien ineligible for status
under this title. An alien may not be granted
any such status under this title unless security
and law enforcement background checks are
completed to the satisfaction of the Secretary.
SEC. 124. PROTECTION FOR CHILDREN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b), for purposes of eligibility for cer-
tified agricultural dependent status or lawful
permanent resident status under this title, a de-
termination of whether an alien is a child shall
be made using the age of the alien on the date
on which the initial application for certified ag-
ricultural worker status is filed with the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security.

(b) LIMITATION.—Subsection (a) shall apply
for no more than 10 years after the date on
which the initial application for certified agri-
cultural worker status is filed with the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security.

SEC. 125. LIMITATION ON REMOVAL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—An alien who appears to be
prima facie eligible for status under this title
shall be given a reasonable opportunity to apply
for such status. Such an alien may not be
placed in removal proceedings or removed from
the United States until a final administrative
decision establishing ineligibility for such status
is rendered.

(b) ALIENS IN REMOVAL PROCEEDINGS.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of the law,
the Attorney General shall (upon motion by the
Secretary with the consent of the alien, or mo-
tion by the alien) terminate removal pro-
ceedings, without prejudice, against an alien
who appears to be prima facie eligible for status
under this title, and provide such alien a rea-
sonable opportunity to apply for such status.

(c) EFFECT OF FINAL ORDER.—An alien
present in the United States who has been or-
dered removed or has been permitted to depart
voluntarily from the United States may, not-
withstanding such order or permission to de-
part, apply for status under this title. Such
alien shall not be required to file a separate mo-
tion to reopen, reconsider, or vacate the order of
removal. If the Secretary approves the applica-
tion, the Secretary shall notify the Attorney
General of such approval, and the Attorney
General shall cancel the order of removal. If the
Secretary renders a final administrative decision
to deny the application, the order of removal or
permission to depart shall be effective and en-
forceable to the same extent as if the application
had not been made, only after all available ad-
ministrative and judicial remedies have been ex-
hausted.

(d) EFFECT OF DEPARTURE.—Section 101(g) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(g)) shall not apply to an alien who departs
the United States—

(1) with advance permission to return to the
United States granted by the Secretary under
this title; or

(2) after having been granted certified agricul-
tural worker status or lawful permanent resi-
dent status under this title.

SEC. 126. DOCUMENTATION OF AGRICULTURAL
WORK HISTORY.

(a) BURDEN OF PROOF.—An alien applying for
certified agricultural worker status under sub-
title A or adjustment of status under subtitle B
has the burden of proving by a preponderance
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of the evidence that the alien has worked the
requisite number of hours or days required
under section 101, 103, or 111, as applicable. The
Secretary shall establish special procedures to
properly credit work in cases in which an alien
was employed under an assumed name.

(b) EVIDENCE.—An alien may meet the burden
of proof under subsection (a) by producing suf-
ficient evidence to show the extent of such em-
ployment as a matter of just and reasonable in-
ference. Such evidence may include—

(1) an annual record of certified agricultural
worker employment as described in section
105(a), or other employment records from em-
ployers;

(2) employment records maintained by collec-
tive bargaining associations;

(3) tax records or other government records;

(4) sworn affidavits from individuals who
have direct knowledge of the alien’s work his-
tory; or

(5) any other documentation designated by
the Secretary for such purpose.

(c) EXCEPTIONS FOR EXTRAORDINARY CIR-
CUMSTANCES.—

(1) IMPACT OF COVID—19.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may grant
certified agricultural worker status to an alien
who is otherwise eligible for such status if such
alien is able to only partially satisfy the require-
ment under section 101(a)(1)(A) as a result of re-
duced hours of employment or other restrictions
associated with the public health emergency de-
clared by the Secretary of Health and Human
Services under section 319 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d) with respect to
COVID-19.

(B) LIMITATION.—The exception described in
subparagraph (A) shall apply only to agricul-
tural labor or services required to be performed
during the period that—

(i) begins on the first day of the public health
emergency described in subparagraph (A); and

(ii) ends 90 days after the date on which such
public health emergency terminates.

(2) EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES.—In de-
termining whether an alien has met the require-
ment under section 103(a)(1)(A) or 111(a)(1)(A),
the Secretary may credit the alien with not more
than 575 hours (or 100 work days) of agricul-
tural labor or services in the United States if the
alien was unable to perform the required agri-
cultural labor or services due to—

(A) pregnancy, parental leave, illness, disease,
disabling injury, or physical limitation of the
alien;

(B) injury, illness, disease, or other special
needs of the alien’s child or spouse;

(C) severe weather conditions that prevented
the alien from engaging in agricultural labor or
services;

(D) reduced hours of employment or other re-
strictions associated with the public health
emergency declared by the Secretary of Health
and Human Services under section 319 of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d) with
respect to COVID-19; or

(E) termination from agricultural employment,
if the Secretary determines that—

(i) the termination was without just cause;
and

(i1) the alien was unable to find alternative
agricultural employment after a reasonable job
search.

(3) EFFECT OF DETERMINATION.—A determina-
tion under paragraph (1)(E) shall not be conclu-
sive, binding, or admissible in a separate or sub-
sequent judicial or administrative action or pro-
ceeding between the alien and a current or prior
employer of the alien or any other party.

(4) HARDSHIP WAIVER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—As part of the rulemaking
described in section 122(a), the Secretary shall
establish procedures allowing for a partial waiv-
er of the requirement under section 111(a)(1)(A)
for a certified agricultural worker if such work-
er—

(i) has continuously maintained certified agri-
cultural worker status since the date such sta-
tus was initially granted;
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(i) has partially completed the requirement
under section 111(a)(1)(4); and

(iii) is no longer able to engage in agricultural
labor or services safely and effectively because
of—

(I) a permanent disability suffered while en-
gaging in agricultural labor or services; or

(I1) deteriorating health or physical ability
combined with advanced age.

(B) DISABILITY.—In establishing the proce-
dures described in subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary shall consult with the Secretary of
Health and Human Services and the Commis-
sioner of Social Security to define ‘‘permanent
disability’’ for purposes of a waiver under sub-
paragraph (A)(iii)(1).

SEC. 127. EMPLOYER PROTECTIONS.

(a) CONTINUING EMPLOYMENT.—An employer
that continues to employ an alien knowing that
the alien intends to apply for certified agricul-
tural worker status under subtitle A shall not
violate section 274A(a)(2) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a(a)(2)) by
continuing to employ the alien for the duration
of the application period under section 101(c),
and with respect to an alien who applies for cer-
tified agricultural status, for the duration of the
period during which the alien’s application is
pending final determination.

(b) USE OF EMPLOYMENT RECORDS.—Copies of
employment records or other evidence of employ-
ment provided by an alien or by an alien’s em-
ployer in support of an alien’s application for
certified agricultural worker or adjustment of
status under this title may not be used in a civil
or criminal prosecution or investigation of that
employer under section 274A of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a) or the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 for the prior un-
lawful employment of that alien regardless of
the outcome of such application.

(c) ADDITIONAL PROTECTIONS.—Employers
that provide unauthorized aliens with copies of
employment records or other evidence of employ-
ment in support of an application for certified
agricultural worker status or adjustment of sta-
tus under this title shall not be subject to civil
and criminal liability pursuant to such section
274A for employing such unauthorized aliens.
Records or other evidence of employment pro-
vided by employers in response to a request for
such records for the purpose of establishing eli-
gibility for status under this title may not be
used for any purpose other than establishing
such eligibility.

(d) LIMITATION ON PROTECTION.—The protec-
tions for employers under this section shall not
apply if the employer provides employment
records to the alien that are determined to be
fraudulent.

SEC. 128. CORRECTION
RECORDS;
MENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 208(e)(1) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 408(e)(1)) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subparagraph (B)(ii), by striking
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (C), by inserting “‘or’’ at
the end;

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the
following:

‘D) who is granted certified agricultural
worker status, certified agricultural dependent
status, or lawful permanent resident status
under title I of the Farm Work Modernization
Act of 2021,”’; and

(4) in the undesignated matter following sub-
paragraph (D), as added by paragraph (3), by
striking 1990.”” and inserting ‘1990, or in the
case of an alien described in subparagraph (D),
if such conduct is alleged to have occurred be-
fore the date on which the alien was granted
status under title I of the Farm Work Mod-
ernization Act of 2021.”°.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on the first

OF SOCIAL SECURITY
CONFORMING AMEND-

TP
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day of the seventh month that begins after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) SOCIAL SECURITY ACT.—Section 210(a)(1) of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 410(a)(1)) is
amended by inserting before the semicolon the
following: ““(other than aliens granted certified
agricultural worker status or certified agricul-
tural dependent status under title I of the Farm
Work Modernization Act of 2021°°.

(2) INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986.—Section
3121(b)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
is amended by inserting before the semicolon the
following: ‘‘(other than aliens granted certified
agricultural worker status or certified agricul-
tural dependent status under title I of the Farm
Work Modernization Act of 2021°°.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this subsection shall apply with respect to
service performed after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(d) AUTOMATED SYSTEM TO ASSIGN SOCIAL SE-
CURITY ACCOUNT NUMBERS.—Section
205(c)(2)(B) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
405(c)(2)(B)) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(iv) The Commissioner of Social Security
shall, to the extent practicable, coordinate with
the Secretary of the Department of Homeland
Security to implement an automated system for
the Commissioner to assign social security ac-
count numbers to aliens granted certified agri-
cultural worker status or certified agricultural
dependent status under title I of the Farm Work
Modernization Act of 2021. An alien who is
granted such status, and who was not pre-
viously assigned a social security account num-
ber, shall request assignment of a social security
account number and a social security card from
the Commissioner through such system. The Sec-
retary shall collect and provide to the Commis-
sioner such information as the Commissioner
deems necessary for the Commissioner to assign
a social security account number, which infor-
mation may be used by the Commissioner for
any purpose for which the Commissioner is oth-
erwise authorized under Federal law. The Com-
missioner may maintain, use, and disclose such
information only as permitted by the Privacy
Act and other Federal law.”’.

SEC. 129. DISCLOSURES AND PRIVACY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may not dis-
close or use information provided in an applica-
tion for certified agricultural worker status or
adjustment of status under this title (including
information provided during administrative or
judicial review) for the purpose of immigration
enforcement.

(b) REFERRALS PROHIBITED.—The Secretary,
based solely on information provided in an ap-
plication for certified agricultural worker status
or adjustment of status under this title (includ-
ing information provided during administrative
or judicial review), may not refer an applicant
to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, or any
designee of either such entity.

(c) EXCEPTIONS.—Notwithstanding subsections
(a) and (b), information provided in an applica-
tion for certified agricultural worker status or
adjustment of status under this title may be
shared with Federal security and law enforce-
ment agencies—

(1) for assistance in the consideration of an
application under this title;

(2) to identify or prevent fraudulent claims or
schemes;

(3) for national security purposes; or

(4) for the investigation or prosecution of any
felony not related to immigration status.

(d) PENALTY.—Any person who knowingly
uses, publishes, or permits information to be ex-
amined in violation of this section shall be fined
not more than $10,000.

(e) PrivACY.—The Secretary shall ensure that
appropriate administrative and physical safe-
guards are in place to protect the security, con-
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fidentiality, and integrity of personally identifi-

able information collected, maintained, and dis-

seminated pursuant to this title.

SEC. 130. PENALTIES FOR FALSE STATEMENTS IN
APPLICATIONS.

(a) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—Any person who—

(1) files an application for certified agricul-
tural worker status or adjustment of status
under this title and knowingly falsifies, con-
ceals, or covers up a material fact or makes any
false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or rep-
resentations, or makes or uses any false writing
or document knowing the same to contain any
false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or
entry; or

(2) creates or supplies a false writing or docu-
ment for use in making such an application,
shall be fined in accordance with title 18, United
States Code, imprisoned not more than 5 years,
or both.

(b) INADMISSIBILITY.—An alien who is con-
victed under subsection (a) shall be deemed in-
admissible to the United States under section
212(a)(6)(C)(i) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(6)(C)(i)).

(c) DEPOSIT.—Fines collected under subsection
(a) shall be deposited into the Immigration Ex-
aminations Fee Account pursuant to section
286(m) of the Immigration and Nationality Act
(8 U.S.C. 1356(m)).

SEC. 131. DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning not later than
the first day of the application period described
in section 101(c)—

(1) the Secretary of Homeland Security, in co-
operation with qualified designated entities,
shall broadly disseminate information described
in subsection (b); and

(2) the Secretary of Agriculture, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Homeland Security,
shall disseminate to agricultural employers a
document containing the information described
in subsection (b) for posting at employer work-
sites.

(b) INFORMATION DESCRIBED.—The informa-
tion described in this subsection shall include—

(1) the benefits that aliens may receive under
this title; and

(2) the requirements that an alien must meet
to receive such benefits.

SEC. 132. EXEMPTION FROM NUMERICAL LIMITA-
TIONS.

The numerical limitations under title II of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1151
et seq.) shall not apply to the adjustment of
aliens to lawful permanent resident status
under this title, and such aliens shall not be
counted toward any such numerical limitation.
SEC. 133. REPORTS TO CONGRESS.

Not later than 180 days after the publication
of the final rule under section 122(a), and annu-
ally thereafter for the following 10 years, the
Secretary shall submit a report to Congress that
identifies, for the previous fiscal year—

(1) the number of principal aliens who applied
for certified agricultural worker status under
subtitle A, and the number of dependent spouses
and children included in such applications;

(2) the number of principal aliens who were
granted certified agricultural worker status
under subtitle A, and the number of dependent
spouses and children who were granted certified
agricultural dependent status;

(3) the number of principal aliens who applied
for an extension of their certified agricultural
worker status under subtitle A, and the number
of dependent spouses and children included in
such applications;

(4) the number of principal aliens who were
granted an extension of certified agricultural
worker status under subtitle A, and the number
of dependent spouses and children who were
granted certified agricultural dependent status
under such an extension;

(5) the number of principal aliens who applied
for adjustment of status under subtitle B, and
the number of dependent spouses and children
included in such applications;
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(6) the number of principal aliens who were
granted lawful permanent resident status under
subtitle B, and the number of spouses and chil-
dren who were granted such status as depend-
ents;

(7) the number of principal aliens included in
petitions described in section 101(e), and the
number of dependent spouses and children in-
cluded in such applications; and

(8) the number of principal aliens who were
granted H-2A status pursuant to petitions de-
scribed in section 101(e), and the number of de-
pendent spouses and children who were granted
H—4 status.

SEC. 134. GRANT PROGRAM TO ASSIST ELIGIBLE
APPLICANTS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a program to award grants, on a com-
petitive basis, to eligible nonprofit organizations
to assist eligible applicants under this title by
providing them with the services described in
subsection (c).

(b) ELIGIBLE NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.—For
purposes of this section, the term ‘‘eligible non-
profit organization’ means an organization de-
scribed in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 (excluding a recipient of
funds under title X of the Economic Oppor-
tunity Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2996 et seq.)) that
has demonstrated qualifications, experience,
and expertise in providing quality services to
farm workers or aliens.

(c) USE OF FUNDS.—Grant funds awarded
under this section may be used for the design
and implementation of programs that provide—

(1) information to the public regarding the eli-
gibility and benefits of certified agricultural
worker status authoriced under this title; and

(2) assistance, within the scope of authorized
practice of immigration law, to individuals sub-
mitting applications for certified agricultural
worker status or adjustment of status under this
title, including—

(A) screening prospective applicants to assess
their eligibility for such status;

(B) completing applications, including pro-
viding assistance in obtaining mecessary docu-
ments and supporting evidence; and

(C) providing any other assistance that the
Secretary determines useful to assist aliens in
applying for certified agricultural worker status
or adjustment of status under this title.

(d) SOURCE OF FUNDS.—In addition to any
funds appropriated to carry out this section, the
Secretary may use up to $10,000,000 from the Im-
migration Examinations Fee Account under sec-
tion 286(m) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1356(m)) to carry out this section.

(e) ELIGIBILITY FOR  SERVICES.—Section
504(a)(11) of Public Law 104-134 (110 Stat. 1321-
53 et seq.) shall not be construed to prevent a re-
cipient of funds under title X of the Economic
Opportunity Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2996 et seq.)
from providing legal assistance directly related
to an application for status under this title or to
an alien granted such status.

SEC. 135. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary, such sums as may be necessary to im-
plement this title, including any amounts need-
ed for costs associated with the initiation of
such implementation, for each of fiscal years
2022 through 2024.

TITLE II—ENSURING AN AGRICULTURAL

WORKFORCE FOR THE FUTURE

Subtitle A—Reforming the H-2A Temporary
Worker Program
SEC. 201. COMPREHENSIVE AND STREAMLINED
ELECTRONIC H-2A PLATFORM.

(a) STREAMLINED H-2A PLATFORM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 12 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation
with the Secretary of Labor, the Secretary of
Agriculture, the Secretary of State, and United
States Digital Service, shall ensure the estab-
lishment of an electronic platform through
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which a petition for an H-2A worker may be
filed. Such platform shall—

(A) serve as a single point of access for an em-
ployer to input all information and supporting
documentation required for obtaining labor cer-
tification from the Secretary of Labor and the
adjudication of the H-2A petition by the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security;

(B) serve as a single point of access for the
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Secretary
of Labor, and State workforce agencies to con-
currently perform their respective review and
adjudicatory responsibilities in the H-2A proc-
ess;

(C) facilitate communication between employ-
ers and agency adjudicators, including by al-
lowing employers to—

(i) receive and respond to notices of deficiency
and requests for information;

(ii) submit requests for inspections and licens-
ing;

(iii) receive mnotices of approval and denial;
and

(iv) request reconsideration or appeal of agen-
cy decisions; and

(D) provide information to the Secretary of
State and U.S. Customs and Border Protection
necessary for the efficient and secure processing
of H-2A visas and applications for admission.

(2) OBJECTIVES.—In developing the platform
described in paragraph (1), the Secretary of
Homeland Security, in consultation with the
Secretary of Labor, the Secretary of Agriculture,
the Secretary of State, and United States Digital
Service, shall streamline and improve the H-2A
process, including by—

(A) eliminating the need for employers to sub-
mit duplicate information and documentation to
multiple agencies;

(B) eliminating redundant processes, where a
single matter in a petition is adjudicated by
more than one agency;

(C) reducing the occurrence of common peti-
tion errors, and otherwise improving and expe-
diting the processing of H-2A petitions; and

(D) ensuring compliance with H-2A program
requirements and the protection of the wages
and working conditions of workers.

(b) ONLINE JOB REGISTRY.—The Secretary of
Labor shall maintain a national, publicly-acces-
sible online job registry and database of all job
orders submitted by H-2A employers. The reg-
istry and database shall—

(1) be searchable using relevant criteria, in-
cluding the types of jobs needed to be filled, the
date(s) and location(s) of meed, and the em-
ployer(s) named in the job order;

(2) provide an interface for workers in
English, Spanish, and any other language that
the Secretary of Labor determines to be appro-
priate; and

(3) provide for public access of job orders ap-
proved under section 218(h)(2) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act.

SEC. 202. H-2A PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.

Section 218 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1188) is amended to read as
follows:

“SEC. 218. ADMISSION
WORKERS.

“(a) LABOR CERTIFICATION CONDITIONS.—The
Secretary of Homeland Security may not ap-
prove a petition to admit an H-2A worker unless
the Secretary of Labor has certified that—

“(1) there are not sufficient United States
workers who are able, willing and qualified, and
who will be available at the time and place
needed, to perform the agricultural labor or
services described in the petition; and

“(2) the employment of the H-2A worker in
such labor or services will not adversely affect
the wages and working conditions of workers in
the United States who are similarly employed.

“(b) H-2A PETITION REQUIREMENTS.—An em-
ployer filing a petition for an H-2A worker to
perform agricultural labor or services shall at-
test to and demonstrate compliance, as and
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when appropriate, with all applicable require-
ments under this section, including the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) NEED FOR LABOR OR SERVICES.—The em-
ployer has described the nmeed for agricultural
labor or services in a job order that includes a
description of the mature and location of the
work to be performed, the material terms and
conditions of employment, the anticipated pe-
riod or periods (expected start and end dates)
for which the workers will be needed, and the
number of job opportunities in which the em-
ployer seeks to employ the workers.

““(2) NONDISPLACEMENT OF UNITED STATES
WORKERS.—The employer has not and will not
displace United States workers employed by the
employer during the period of employment of the
H-2A worker and during the 60-day period im-
mediately preceding such period of employment
in the job for which the employer seeks approval
to employ the H-2A worker.

““(3) STRIKE OR LOCKOUT.—Each place of em-
ployment described in the petition is not, at the
time of filing the petition and until the petition
is approved, subject to a strike or lockout in the
course of a labor dispute.

‘““(4) RECRUITMENT OF UNITED STATES WORK-
ERS.—The employer shall engage in the recruit-
ment of United States workers as described in
subsection (c) and shall hire such workers who
are able, willing and qualified, and who will be
available at the time and place needed, to per-
form the agricultural labor or services described
in the petition. The employer may reject a
United States worker only for lawful, job-re-
lated reasons.

““(5) WAGES, BENEFITS, AND WORKING CONDI-
TIONS.—The employer shall offer and provide, at
a minimum, the wages, benefits, and working
conditions required by this section to the H-2A
worker and all workers who are similarly em-
ployed. The employer—

““(A) shall offer such similarly employed work-
ers not less than the same benefits, wages, and
working conditions that the employer is offering
or will provide to the H-2A worker; and

‘“‘‘B) may not impose on such similarly em-
ployed workers any restrictions or obligations
that will not be imposed on the H-2A worker.

““(6) WORKERS’ COMPENSATION.—If the job op-
portunity is not covered by or is exempt from the
State workers’ compensation law, the employer
shall provide, at no cost to the worker, insur-
ance covering injury and disease arising out of,
and in the course of, the worker’s employment
which will provide benefits at least equal to
those provided under the State workers’ com-
pensation law.

“(7) COMPLIANCE WITH LABOR AND EMPLOY-
MENT LAWS.—The employer shall comply with
all applicable Federal, State and local employ-
ment-related laws and regulations.

“(8) COMPLIANCE WITH WORKER PROTEC-
TIONS.—The employer shall comply with section
204 of the Farm Workforce Modernization Act of
2021.

“(9) COMPLIANCE WITH FOREIGN LABOR RE-
CRUITMENT LAWS.—The employer shall comply
with subtitle C of title II of the Farm Workforce
Modernization Act of 2021.

““(c) RECRUITING REQUIREMENTS.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—The employer may satisfy
the recruitment requirement described in sub-
section (b)(4) by satisfying all of the following:

‘““(A) JOB ORDER.—As provided in subsection
(h)(1), the employer shall complete a job order
for posting on the electronic job registry main-
tained by the Secretary of Labor and for dis-
tribution by the appropriate State workforce
agency. Such posting shall remain on the job
registry as an active job order through the pe-
riod described in paragraph (2)(B).

‘““(B) FORMER WORKERS.—At least 45 days be-
fore each start date identified in the petition,
the employer shall—

““(i) make reasonable efforts to contact any
United States worker the employer employed in
the previous year in the same occupation and
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area of intended employment for which an H-2A
worker is sought (excluding workers who were
terminated for cause or abandoned the work-
site); and

““(ii) post such job opportunity in a con-
spicuous location or locations at the place of
employment.

“(C) POSITIVE RECRUITMENT.—During the pe-
riod of recruitment, the employer shall complete
any other positive recruitment steps within a
multi-State region of traditional or expected
labor supply where the Secretary of Labor finds
that there are a significant number of qualified
United States workers who, if recruited, would
be willing to make themselves available for work
at the time and place needed.

““(2) PERIOD OF RECRUITMENT.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the period of recruitment begins on the
date on which the job order is posted on the on-
line job registry and ends on the date that H-2A
workers depart for the employer’s place of em-
ployment. For a petition involving more than
one start date under subsection (h)(1)(C), the
end of the period of recruitment shall be deter-
mined by the date of departure of the H-2A
workers for the final start date identified in the
petition.

‘“(B) REQUIREMENT TO HIRE US WORKERS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the limita-
tions of subparagraph (A), the employer will
provide employment to any qualified United
States worker who applies to the employer for
any job opportunity included in the petition
until the later of—

“(I) the date that is 30 days after the date on
which work begins; or

“(II) the date on which—

“(aa) 33 percent of the work contract for the
job opportunity has elapsed; or

“(bb) if the employer is a labor contractor, 50
percent of the work contract for the job oppor-
tunity has elapsed.

‘(i) STAGGERED ENTRY.—For a petition in-
volving more than one start date under sub-
section (h)(1)(C), each start date designated in
the petition shall establish a separate job oppor-
tunity. An employer may not reject a United
States worker because the worker is unable or
unwilling to fill more than one job opportunity
included in the petition.

‘‘(iii) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding clause (i),
the employer may offer a job opportunity to an
H-2A worker instead of an alien granted cer-
tified agricultural worker status under title I of
the Farm Workforce Modernization Act of 2021
if the H-2A worker was employed by the em-
ployer in each of 3 years during the most recent
4-year period.

““(3) RECRUITMENT REPORT.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The employer shall main-
tain a recruitment report through the applicable
period described in paragraph (2)(B) and submit
regular updates through the electronic platform
on the results of recruitment. The employer
shall retain the recruitment report, and all asso-
ciated recruitment documentation, for a period
of 3 years from the date of certification.

‘‘(B) BURDEN OF PROOF.—If the employer as-
serts that any eligible individual who has ap-
plied or been referred is mot able, willing or
qualified, the employer bears the burden of
proof to establish that the individual is not able,
willing or qualified because of a lawful, employ-
ment-related reason.

‘“(d) WAGE REQUIREMENTS.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—Each employer under this
section will offer the worker, during the period
of authorized employment, wages that are at
least the greatest of—

‘“(A) the agreed-upon collective bargaining
wage;

‘““(B) the adverse effect wage rate (or any suc-
cessor wage established under paragraph (7));

‘“(C) the prevailing wage (hourly wage or
piece rate); or

“(D) the Federal or State minimum wage.

““(2) ADVERSE EFFECT WAGE RATE DETERMINA-
TIONS.—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under
subparagraph (B), the applicable adverse effect
wage rate for each State and occupational clas-
sification for a calendar year shall be as fol-
lows:

“(i) The annual average hourly wage for the
occupational classification in the State or region
as reported by the Secretary of Agriculture
based on a wage survey conducted by such Sec-
retary.

“(ii) If a wage described in clause (i) is not re-
ported, the mnational annual average hourly
wage for the occupational classification as re-
ported by the Secretary of Agriculture based on
a wage survey conducted by such Secretary.

“(iii) If a wage described in clause (i) or (ii)
is not reported, the Statewide annual average
hourly wage for the standard occupational clas-
sification as reported by the Secretary of Labor
based on a wage survey conducted by such Sec-
retary.

“(iv) If a wage described in clause (i), (ii), or
(iii) is not reported, the national average hourly
wage for the occupational classification as re-
ported by the Secretary of Labor based on a
wage survey conducted by such Secretary.

““(B) LIMITATIONS ON WAGE FLUCTUATIONS.—

‘(i) WAGE FREEZE FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2022.—
For calendar year 2022, the adverse effect wage
rate for each State and occupational classifica-
tion under this subsection shall be the adverse
effect wage rate that was in effect for H-2A
workers in the applicable State on the date of
the introduction of the Farm Workforce Mod-
ernization Act of 2021.

““(ii) CALENDAR YEARS 2023 THROUGH 2031.—For
each of calendar years 2023 through 2031, the
adverse effect wage rate for each State and oc-
cupational classification under this subsection
shall be the wage calculated under subpara-
graph (A), except that such wage may not—

“(I) be more than 1.5 percent lower than the
wage in effect for H-2A workers in the applica-
ble State and occupational classification in the
immediately preceding calendar year;

“(1I) except as provided in clause (III), be
movre than 3.25 percent higher than the wage in
effect for H-2A workers in the applicable State
and occupational classification in the imme-
diately preceding calendar year; and

“(II1) if the application of clause (II) results
in a wage that is lower than 110 percent of the
applicable Federal or State minimum wage, be
more than 4.25 percent higher than the wage in
effect for H-2A workers in the applicable State
and occupational classification in the imme-
diately preceding calendar year.

““(iii) CALENDAR YEARS AFTER 2031.—For any
calendar year after 2031, the applicable wage
rate described in paragraph (1)(B) shall be the
wage rate established pursuant to paragraph
(7)(D). Until such wage rate is effective, the ad-
verse effect wage rate for each State and occu-
pational classification under this subsection
shall be the wage calculated under subpara-
graph (A), except that such wage may not be
movre than 1.5 percent lower or 3.25 percent
higher than the wage in effect for H-2A workers
in the applicable State and occupational classi-
fication in the immediately preceding calendar
year.

“(3) MULTIPLE OCCUPATIONS.—If the primary
job duties for the job opportunity described in
the petition do not fall within a single occupa-
tional classification, the applicable wage rates
under subparagraphs (B) and (C) of paragraph
(1) for the job opportunity shall be based on the
highest such wage rates for all applicable occu-
pational classifications.

““(4) PUBLICATION; WAGES IN EFFECT.—

““(A) PUBLICATION.—Prior to the start of each
calendar year, the Secretary of Labor shall pub-
lish the applicable adverse effect wage rate (or
successor wage rate, if any), and prevailing
wage if available, for each State and occupa-
tional classification through notice in the Fed-
eral Register.

‘““(B) JOB ORDERS IN EFFECT.—Except as pro-
vided in subparagraph (C), publication by the
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Secretary of Labor of an updated adverse effect
wage rate or prevailing wage for a State and oc-
cupational classification shall not affect the
wage rate guaranteed in any approved job order
for which recruitment efforts have commenced
at the time of publication.

“(C) EXCEPTION FOR YEAR-ROUND JOBS.—If
the Secretary of Labor publishes an updated ad-
verse effect wage rate or prevailing wage for a
State and occupational classification concerning
a petition described in subsection (i), and the
updated wage is higher than the wage rate
guaranteed in the work contract, the employer
shall pay the updated wage not later than 14
days after publication of the updated wage in
the Federal Register.

““(5) WORKERS PAID ON A PIECE RATE OR OTHER
INCENTIVE BASIS.—If an employer pays by the
piece rate or other incentive method and re-
quires one or more minimum productivity stand-
ards as a condition of job retention, such stand-
ards shall be specified in the job order and shall
be no more than those normally required (at the
time of the first petition for H-2A workers) by
other employers for the activity in the area of
intended employment, unless the Secretary of
Labor approves a higher minimum standard re-
sulting from material changes in production
methods.

‘““(6) GUARANTEE OF EMPLOYMENT.—

‘““(A) OFFER TO WORKER.—The employer shall
guarantee the worker employment for the hour-
ly equivalent of at least three-fourths of the
work days of the total period of employment, be-
ginning with the first work day after the arrival
of the worker at the place of employment and
ending on the date specified in the job offer. For
purposes of this subparagraph, the hourly
equivalent means the number of hours in the
work days as stated in the job offer and shall
exclude the worker’s Sabbath and Federal holi-
days. If the employer affords the worker less em-
ployment than that required under this para-
graph, the employer shall pay the worker the
amount which the worker would have earned
had the worker, in fact, worked for the guaran-
teed number of hours.

‘“(B) FAILURE TO WORK.—Any hours which
the worker fails to work, up to a maximum of
the number of hours specified in the job offer for
a work day, when the worker has been offered
an opportunity to do so, and all hours of work
actually performed (including voluntary work
in excess of the number of hours specified in the
job offer in a work day, on the worker’s Sab-
bath, or on Federal holidays) may be counted by
the employer in calculating whether the period
of guaranteed employment has been met.

“(C) ABANDONMENT OF EMPLOYMENT; TERMI-
NATION FOR CAUSE.—If the worker voluntarily
abandons employment without good cause be-
fore the end of the contract period, or is termi-
nated for cause, the worker is not entitled to the
guarantee of employment described in subpara-
graph (A).

‘(D) CONTRACT IMPOSSIBILITY.—If, before the
expiration of the period of employment specified
in the job offer, the services of the worker are no
longer required for reasons beyond the control
of the employer due to any form of natural dis-
aster before the guarantee in subparagraph (A)
is fulfilled, the employer may terminate the
worker’s employment. In the event of such ter-
mination, the employer shall fulfill the employ-
ment guarantee in subparagraph (A) for the
work days that have elapsed from the first work
day after the arrival of the worker to the termi-
nation of employment. The employer shall make
efforts to transfer a worker to other comparable
employment acceptable to the worker. If such
transfer is not affected, the employer shall pro-
vide the return transportation required in sub-
section (f)(2).

“(7) WAGE STANDARDS AFTER 2031.—

““(A) STUDY OF ADVERSE EFFECT WAGE RATE.—
Beginning in fiscal year 2028, the Secretary of
Agriculture and Secretary of Labor shall jointly
conduct a study that addresses—
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‘(i) whether the employment of H-2A workers
has depressed the wages of United States farm
workers;

““(ii) whether an adverse effect wage rate is
necessary to protect the wages of United States
farm workers in occupations in which H-2A
workers are employed;

‘“‘(iii) whether alternative wage standards
would be sufficient to prevent wages in occupa-
tions in which H-2A workers are employed from
falling below the wage level that would have
prevailed in the absence of H-2A employment;

“(iv) whether any changes are warranted in
the current methodologies for calculating the
adverse effect wage rate and the prevailing
wage rate; and

““(v) recommendations for future wage protec-
tion under this section.

‘““(B) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than October
1, 2029, the Secretary of Agriculture and Sec-
retary of Labor shall jointly prepare and submit
a report to the Congress setting forth the find-
ings of the study conducted under subpara-
graph (A) and recommendations for future wage
protections under this section.

““(C) CONSULTATION.—In conducting the study
under subparagraph (A) and preparing the re-
port under subparagraph (B), the Secretary of
Agriculture and Secretary of Labor shall consult
with representatives of agricultural employers
and an equal number of representatives of agri-
cultural workers, at the national, State and
local level.

‘(D) WAGE DETERMINATION AFTER 2031.—Upon
publication of the report described in subpara-
graph (B), the Secretary of Labor, in consulta-
tion with and the approval of the Secretary of
Agriculture, shall make a rule to establish a
process for annually determining the wage rate
for purposes of paragraph (1)(B) for fiscal years
after 2031. Such process shall be designed to en-
sure that the employment of H-2A workers does
not undermine the wages and working condi-
tions of similarly employed United States work-
ers.

‘““(e)  HOUSING REQUIREMENTS.—Employers
shall furnish housing in accordance with regu-
lations established by the Secretary of Labor.
Such regulations shall be consistent with the
following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The employer shall be per-
mitted at the employer’s option to provide hous-
ing meeting applicable Federal standards for
temporary labor camps or to secure housing
which meets the local standards for rental and/
or public accommodations or other substantially
similar class of habitation: Provided, That in
the absence of applicable local standards, State
standards for rental and/or public accommoda-
tions or other substantially similar class of habi-
tation shall be met: Provided further, That in
the absence of applicable local or State stand-
ards, Federal temporary labor camp standards
shall apply.

““(2) FAMILY HOUSING.—Except as otherwise
provided in subsection (i)(5), the employer shall
provide family housing to workers with families
who request it when it is the prevailing practice
in the area and occupation of intended employ-
ment to provide family housing.

“(3) UNITED STATES WORKERS.—Notwith-
standing paragraphs (1) and (2), an employer is
not required to provide housing to United States
workers who are reasonably able to return to
their residence within the same day.

““(4) TIMING OF INSPECTION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Labor or
designee shall make a determination as to
whether the housing furnished by an employer
for a worker meets the requirements imposed by
this subsection prior to the date on which the
Secretary of Labor is required to make a certifi-
cation with respect to a petition for the admis-
sion of such worker.

‘“‘(B) TIMELY INSPECTION.—The Secretary of
Labor shall provide a process for—

‘(1) an employer to request inspection of hous-
ing up to 60 days before the date on which the
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employer will file a petition under this section;
and

“(ii) annual inspection of housing for workers
who are engaged in agricultural employment
that is not of a seasonal or temporary nature.

“(f) TRANSPORTATION REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(1) TRAVEL TO PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT.—A
worker who completes 50 percent of the period of
employment specified in the job order shall be
reimbursed by the employer for the cost of the
worker’s transportation and subsistence from
the place from which the worker came to work
for the employer (or place of last employment, if
the worker traveled from such place) to the
place of employment.

“(2) TRAVEL FROM PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT.—
For a worker who completes the period of em-
ployment specified in the job order or who is ter-
minated without cause, the employer shall pro-
vide or pay for the worker’s transportation and
subsistence from the place of employment to the
place from which the worker, disregarding inter-
vening employment, came to work for the em-
ployer, or to the place of next employment, if
the worker has contracted with a subsequent
employer who has not agreed to provide or pay
for the worker’s transportation and subsistence
to such subsequent employer’s place of employ-
ment.

“(3) LIMITATION.—

‘“(A) AMOUNT OF REIMBURSEMENT.—Ezxcept as
provided in subparagraph (B), the amount of re-
imbursement provided under paragraph (1) or
(2) to a worker need not exceed the lesser of—

““(i) the actual cost to the worker of the trans-
portation and subsistence involved; or

““(ii) the most economical and reasonable com-
mon carrier transportation charges and subsist-
ence costs for the distance involved.

““(B) DISTANCE TRAVELED.—For travel to or
from the worker’s home country, if the travel
distance between the worker’s home and the rel-
evant consulate is 50 miles or less, reimburse-
ment for transportation and subsistence may be
based on transportation to or from the con-
sulate.

““(9) HEAT ILLNESS PREVENTION PLAN.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—The employer shall main-
tain a reasonable plan that describes the em-
ployer’s procedures for the prevention of heat
illness, including appropriate training, access to
water and shade, the provision of breaks, and
the protocols for emergency response. Such plan
shall—

“(A4) be in writing in English and, to the ex-
tent necessary, any language common to a Sig-
nificant portion of the workers if they are not
fluent in English; and

‘““(B) be posted at a conspicuous location at
the worksite and provided to employees prior to
the commencement of labor or services.

““(2) CLARIFICATION.—Nothing in this sub-
section is intended to limit any other Federal or
State authority to promulgate, enforce, or main-
tain health and safety standards related to
heat-related iliness.

“(h) H-2A PETITION PROCEDURES.—

‘(1) SUBMISSION OF PETITION AND
ORDER.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—The employer shall submit
information required for the adjudication of the
H-2A petition, including a job order, through
the electronic platform no more than 75 cal-
endar days and no fewer than 60 calendar days
before the employer’s first date of need specified
in the petition.

‘“(B) FILING BY AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIA-
TIONS.—An association of agricultural producers
that use agricultural services may file an H-2A
petition under subparagraph (A4). If an associa-
tion is a joint or sole employer of workers who
perform agricultural labor or services, H-2A
workers may be used for the approved job oppor-
tunities of any of the association’s producer
members and such workers may be transferred
among its producer members to perform the agri-
cultural labor or services for which the petition
was approved.
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“C) PETITIONS INVOLVING
ENTRY.—

‘““(¢i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clause (ii), an employer may file a petition in-
volving employment in the same occupational
classification and same area of intended em-
ployment with multiple start dates if—

‘(1) the petition involves temporary or sea-
sonal employment and mo more than 10 start
dates;

‘“(11) the multiple start dates share a common
end date;

““(111) no more than 120 days separate the first
start date and the final start date listed in the
petition; and

“(IV) the need for multiple start dates arises
from variations in labor needs associated with
the job opportunity identified in the petition.

““(ii)) LABOR CONTRACTORS.—A labor con-
tractor may not file a petition described in
clause (i) unless the labor contractor—

‘(1) is filing as a joint employer with its
contractees, or is operating in a State in which
joint employment and liability between the labor
contractor and its contractees is otherwise es-
tablished; or

‘“(II) has posted and is maintaining a pre-
mium surety bond as described in subsection
0A).

““(2) LABOR CERTIFICATION.—

“(A) REVIEW OF JOB ORDER.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Labor, in
consultation with the relevant State workforce
agency, shall review the job order for compli-
ance with this section and notify the employer
through the electronic platform of any defi-
ciencies not later than 7 business days from the
date the employer submits the mecessary infor-
mation required under paragraph (1)(A). The
employer shall be provided 5 business days to re-
spond to any such notice of deficiency.

“‘(ii)) STANDARD.—The job order must include
all material terms and conditions of employ-
ment, including the requirements of this section,
and must be otherwise consistent with the min-
imum standards provided under Federal, State
or local law. In considering the question of
whether a specific qualification is appropriate
in a job order, the Secretary of Labor shall
apply the normal and accepted qualification re-
quired by mon-H-2A employers in the same or
comparable occupations and crops.

““(iti) EMERGENCY PROCEDURES.—The Sec-
retary of Labor shall establish emergency proce-
dures for the curing of deficiencies that cannot
be resolved during the period described in clause
(1)
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“(B) APPROVAL OF JOB ORDER.—

“(i) IN GENERAL.—Upon approval of the job
order, the Secretary of Labor shall immediately
place for public examination a copy of the job
order on the online job registry, and the State
workforce agency serving the area of intended
employment shall commence the recruitment of
United States workers.

““(1i) REFERRAL OF UNITED STATES WORKERS.—
The Secretary of Labor and State workforce
agency shall keep the job order active until the
end of the period described in subsection (c)(2)
and shall refer to the employer each United
States worker who applies for the job oppor-
tunity.

“(C) REVIEW OF INFORMATION FOR DEFI-
CIENCIES.—Within 7 business days of the ap-
proval of the job order, the Secretary of Labor
shall review the information necessary to make
a labor certification and mnotify the employer
through the electronic platform if such informa-
tion does not meet the standards for approval.
Such notification shall include a description of
any deficiency, and the employer shall be pro-
vided 5 business days to cure such deficiency.

‘(D) CERTIFICATION AND AUTHORIZATION OF
WORKERS.—Not later than 30 days before the
date that labor or services are first required to
be performed, the Secretary of Labor shall issue
the requested labor certification if the Secretary
determines that the requirements set forth in
this section have been met.
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‘“(E) EXPEDITED ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS OF
CERTAIN DETERMINATIONS.—The Secretary of
Labor shall by regulation establish a procedure
for an employer to request the expedited review
of a denial of a labor certification under this
section, or the revocation of such a certification.
Such procedure shall require the Secretary to
expeditiously, but no later than 72 hours after
expedited review is requested, issue a de novo
determination on a labor certification that was
denied in whole or in part because of the avail-
ability of able, willing and qualified workers if
the employer demonstrates, consistent with sub-
section (c)(3)(B), that such workers are not ac-
tually available at the time or place such labor
or services are required.

““(3) PETITION DECISION.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 7 business
days after the Secretary of Labor issues the cer-
tification, the Secretary of Homeland Security
shall issue a decision on the petition and shall
transmit a motice of action to the petitioner via
the electronic platform.

‘““(B) APPROVAL.—Upon approval of a petition
under this section, the Secretary of Homeland
Security shall ensure that such approval is
noted in the electronic platform and is available
to the Secretary of State and U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, as mnecessary, to facilitate
visa issuance and admission.

““(C) PARTIAL APPROVAL.—A petition for mul-
tiple named beneficiaries may be partially ap-
proved with respect to eligible beneficiaries not-
withstanding the ineligibility, or potential ineli-
gibility, of one or more other beneficiaries.

‘(D) POST-CERTIFICATION AMENDMENTS.—The
Secretary of Labor shall provide a process for
amending a request for labor certification in
conjunction with an H-2A petition, subsequent
to certification by the Secretary of Labor, in
cases in which the requested amendment does
not materially change the petition (including
the job order).

““(4) ROLES OF AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATIONS.—

‘““(A) MEMBER’S VIOLATION DOES NOT NEC-
ESSARILY DISQUALIFY ASSOCIATION OR OTHER
MEMBERS.—If an individual producer member of
a joint employer association is determined to
have committed an act that results in the denial
of a petition with respect to the member, the de-
nial shall apply only to that member of the asso-
ciation unless the Secretary of Labor determines
that the association or other member partici-
pated in, had knowledge of, or reason to know
of, the violation.

‘““(B) ASSOCIATION’S VIOLATION DOES NOT NEC-
ESSARILY DISQUALIFY MEMBERS.—

“(i) If an association representing agricul-
tural producers as a joint employer is deter-
mined to have committed an act that results in
the denial of a petition with respect to the asso-
ciation, the denial shall apply only to the asso-
ciation and does not apply to any individual
producer member of the association unless the
Secretary of Labor determines that the member
participated in, had knowledge of, or reason to
know of, the violation.

‘“¢it) If an association of agricultural pro-
ducers certified as a sole employer is determined
to have committed an act that results in the de-
nial of a petition with respect to the association,
no individual producer member of such associa-
tion may be the beneficiary of the services of H-
2A workers in the commodity and occupation in
which such aliens were employed by the associa-
tion which was denied during the period such
denial is in force, unless such producer member
employs such aliens in the commodity and occu-
pation in question directly or through an asso-
ciation which is a joint employer of such work-
ers with the producer member.

‘“(5) SPECIAL PROCEDURES.—The Secretary of
Labor, in consultation with the Secretary of Ag-
riculture and Secretary of Homeland Security,
may by regulation establish alternate proce-
dures that reasonably modify program require-
ments under this section, when the Secretary de-
termines that such modifications are required
due to the unique nature of the work involved.
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“(6) CONSTRUCTION OCCUPATIONS.—An em-
ployer may not file a petition under this section
on behalf of a worker if the majority of the
worker’s duties will fall within a construction or
extraction occupational classification.

‘(1) NON-TEMPORARY OR -SEASONAL NEEDS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the re-
quirement in section 101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a) that the
agricultural labor or services performed by an
H-2A worker be of a temporary or seasonal na-
ture, the Secretary of Homeland Security may,
consistent with the provisions of this subsection,
approve a petition for an H-2A worker to per-
form agricultural services or labor that is not of
a temporary or seasonal nature.

““(2) NUMERICAL LIMITATIONS.—

““(A) FIRST 3 FISCAL YEARS.—The total number
of aliens who may be issued visas or otherwise
provided H-2A nonimmigrant status under para-
graph (1) for the first fiscal year during which
the first visa is issued under such paragraph
and for each of the following two fiscal years
may not exceed 20,000.

“(B) FISCAL YEARS 4 THROUGH 10.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The total number of aliens
who may be issued visas or otherwise provided
H-2A nonimmigrant status under paragraph (1)
for the first fiscal year following the fiscal years
referred to in subparagraph (A) and for each of
the following 6 fiscal years may not exceed a
numerical limitation jointly imposed by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and Secretary of Labor in
accordance with clause (ii).

““(ii) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENTS.—For each fiscal
year referred to in clause (i), the Secretary of
Agriculture and Secretary of Labor, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Homeland Security,
shall establish a mumerical limitation for pur-
poses of clause (i). Such mumerical limitation
may not be lower 20,000 and may not vary by
movre than 12.5 percent compared to the numer-
ical limitation applicable to the immediately pre-
ceding fiscal year. In establishing such numer-
ical limitation, the Secretaries shall consider ap-
propriate factors, including—

“(I) a demonstrated shortage of agricultural
workers;

“(II) the level of unemployment and under-
employment of agricultural workers during the
preceding fiscal year;

“(III) the number of H-2A workers sought by
employers during the preceding fiscal year to
engage in agricultural labor or services not of a
temporary or seasonal nature;

“(1V) the number of such H-2A workers issued
a visa in the most recent fiscal year who remain
in the United States in compliance with the
terms of such visa;

“(V) the estimated number of United States
workers, including workers who obtained cer-
tified agricultural worker status under title I of
the Farm Workforce Modernization Act of 2021,
who worked during the preceding fiscal year in
agricultural labor or services not of a temporary
or seasonal nature;

“(VI) the number of such United States work-
ers who accepted jobs offered by employers
using the online job registry during the pre-
ceding fiscal year;

““C‘VII) any growth or contraction of the
United States agricultural industry that has in-
creased or decreased the demand for agricul-
tural workers; and

‘“(VIII) any changes in the real wages paid to
agricultural workers in the United States as an
indication of a shortage or surplus of agricul-
tural labor.

“(C) SUBSEQUENT FISCAL YEARS.—For each
fiscal year following the fiscal years referred to
in subparagraph (B), the Secretary of Agri-
culture and Secretary of Labor shall jointly de-
termine, in consultation with the Secretary of
Homeland Security, and after considering ap-
propriate factors, including those factors listed
in subclauses (I) through (VIII) of subpara-
graph (B)(ii), whether to establish a numerical
limitation for that fiscal year. If a numerical
limitation is so established—
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‘(i) such mumerical limitation may not be
lower than highest number of aliens admitted
under this subsection in any of the three fiscal
years immediately preceding the fiscal year for
which the numerical limitation is to be estab-
lished; and

““(ii) the total number of aliens who may be
issued visas or otherwise provided H-2A non-
immigrant status under paragraph (1) for that
fiscal year may not exceed such numerical limi-
tation.

‘(D) EMERGENCY PROCEDURES.—The Secretary
of Agriculture and Secretary of Labor, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, shall jointly establish by regulation proce-
dures for immediately adjusting a numerical lim-
itation imposed under subparagraph (B) or (C)
to account for significant labor shortages.

““(3) ALLOCATION OF VISAS.—

‘““(A) BI-ANNUAL ALLOCATION.—The annual al-
location of visas described in paragraph (2)
shall be evenly allocated between two halves of
the fiscal year unless the Secretary of Homeland
Security, in consultation with the Secretary of
Agriculture and Secretary of Labor, determines
that an alternative allocation would better ac-
commodate demand for visas. Any unused visas
in the first half of the fiscal year shall be added
to the allocation for the subsequent half of the
same fiscal year.

‘“(B) RESERVE FOR DAIRY LABOR OR SERV-
ICES.—

““(i) IN GENERAL.—Of the visa numbers made
available in each half of the fiscal year pursu-
ant to subparagraph (A), 50 percent of such
visas shall be reserved for employers filing peti-
tions seeking H-2A workers to engage in agri-
cultural labor or services in the dairy industry.

‘“‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—If, after 4 months have
elapsed in one half of the fiscal year, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security determines that ap-
plication of clause (i) will result in visas going
unused during that half of the fiscal year,
clause (i) shall not apply to visas under this
paragraph during the remainder of such cal-
endar half.

“(C) LIMITED ALLOCATION FOR CERTAIN SPE-
CIAL PROCEDURES INDUSTRIES.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the nu-
merical limitations under paragraph (2), up to
500 aliens may be issued visas or otherwise pro-
vided H-2A monimmigrant status under para-
graph (1) in a fiscal year for range sheep or goat
herding.

““(it) LIMITATION.—The total number of aliens
in the United States in valid H-2A status under
clause (i) at any one time may not exceed 500.

““(iii) CLARIFICATION.—Any visas issued under
this subparagraph may mnot be considered for
purposes of the annual adjustments under sub-
paragraphs (B) and (C) of paragraph (2).

““(4) ANNUAL ROUND TRIP HOME.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—In addition to the other re-
quirements of this section, an employer shall
provide H-2A workers employed under this sub-
section, at no cost to such workers, with annual
round trip travel, including transportation and
subsistence during travel, to their homes in their
communities of origin. The employer must pro-
vide such travel within 14 months of the initi-
ation of the worker’s employment, and no more
than 14 months can elapse between each re-
quired period of travel.

““(B) LIMITATION.—The cost of travel under
subparagraph (A) need mot exceed the lesser
of—

‘(i) the actual cost to the worker of the trans-
portation and subsistence involved; or

““(ii) the most economical and reasonable com-
mon carrier transportation charges and subsist-
ence costs for the distance involved.

‘““(5) FAMILY HOUSING.—An employer seeking
to employ an H-2A worker pursuant to this sub-
section shall offer family housing to workers
with families if such workers are engaged in ag-
ricultural employment that is not of a seasonal
or temporary nature. The worker may reject
such an offer. The employer may not charge the
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worker for the worker’s housing, except that if
the worker accepts family housing, a prorated
rent based on the fair market value for such
housing may be charged for the worker’s family
members.

““(6) WORKPLACE SAFETY PLAN FOR DAIRY EM-
PLOYEES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—If an employer is seeking
to employ a worker in agricultural labor or serv-
ices in the dairy industry pursuant to this sub-
section, the employer must report incidents con-
sistent with the requirements wunder section
1904.39 of title 29, Code of Federal Regulations,
and maintain an effective worksite safety and
compliance plan to prevent workplace accidents
and otherwise ensure safety. Such plan shall—

““(i) be in writing in English and, to the extent
necessary, any language common to a signifi-
cant portion of the workers if they are not flu-
ent in English; and

‘“‘(ii) be posted at a conspicuous location at
the worksite and provided to employees prior to
the commencement of labor or services.

‘““(B) CONTENTS OF PLAN.—The Secretary of
Labor, in consultation with the Secretary of Ag-
riculture, shall establish by regulation the min-
imum requirements for the plan described in
subparagraph (A). Such plan shall include
measures to—

‘(i) require workers (other than the employ-
er’s family members) whose positions require
contact with animals to complete animal care
training, including animal handling and job-
specific animal care;

“‘(ii) protect against sexual harassment and
violence, resolve complaints involving harass-
ment or violence, and protect against retaliation
against workers reporting harassment or vio-
lence; and

‘‘(iii) contain other provisions mecessary for
ensuring workplace safety, as determined by the
Secretary of Labor, in consultation with the
Secretary of Agriculture.

‘““(C) CLARIFICATION.—Nothing in this para-
graph is intended to apply to persons or entities
that are not seeking to employ workers under
this section. Nothing in this paragraph is in-
tended to limit any other Federal or State au-
thority to promulgate, enforce, or maintain
health and safety standards related to the dairy
industry.

“(j) ELIGIBILITY FOR H-2A STATUS AND AD-
MISSION TO THE UNITED STATES.—

““(1) DISQUALIFICATION.—An alien shall be in-
eligible for admission to the United States as an
H-2A worker pursuant to a petition filed under
this section if the alien was admitted to the
United States as an H-2A worker within the
past 5 years of the date the petition was filed
and—

““(A) violated a material provision of this sec-
tion, including the requirement to promptly de-
part the United States when the alien’s author-
ized period of admission has expired, unless the
alien has good cause for such failure to depart;
or

‘“‘(B) otherwise violated a term or condition of
admission into the United States as an H-2A
worker.

“(2) VISA VALIDITY.—A visa issued to an H-2A
worker shall be valid for 3 years and shall allow
for multiple entries during the approved period
of admission.

““(3) PERIOD OF AUTHORIZED STAY; ADMIS-
SION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—An alien admissible as an
H-2A worker shall be authorized to stay in the
United States for the period of employment spec-
ified in the petition approved by the Secretary
of Homeland Security under this section. The
maximum continuous period of authorized stay
for an H-2A worker is 36 months.

“(B) REQUIREMENT TO REMAIN OUTSIDE THE
UNITED STATES.—In the case of an H-2A worker
whose maximum continuous period of author-
ized stay (including any extensions) has ex-
pired, the alien may not again be eligible for
such stay until the alien remains outside the
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United States for a cumulative period of at least
45 days.

“(C) EXCEPTIONS.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall deduct absences from the
United States that take place during an H-2A
worker’s period of authorized stay from the pe-
riod that the alien is required to remain outside
the United States under subparagraph (B), if
the alien or the alien’s employer requests such a
deduction, and provides clear and convincing
proof that the alien qualifies for such a deduc-
tion. Such proof shall consist of evidence in-
cluding, but not limited to, arrival and depar-
ture records, copies of tax returns, and records
of employment abroad.

“(D) ADMISSION.—In addition to the maximum
continuous period of authorized stay, an H-2A
worker’s authorized period of admission shall
include an additional period of 10 days prior to
the beginning of the period of employment for
the purpose of traveling to the place of employ-
ment and 45 days at the end of the period of em-
ployment for the purpose of traveling home or
seeking an extension of status based on a subse-
quent offer of employment if the worker has not
reached the maximum continuous period of au-
thorized stay under subparagraph (A) (subject
to the exceptions in subparagraph (C)).

““(4) CONTINUING H-2A WORKERS.—

“(A) SUCCESSIVE EMPLOYMENT.—An H-2A
worker is authoriced to start new or concurrent
employment upon the filing of a nonfrivolous H-
2A petition, or as of the requested start date,
whichever is later if—

‘(i) the petition to start mew or concurrent
employment was filed prior to the expiration of
the H-2A worker’s period of admission as de-
fined in paragraph (3)(D); and

‘(i) the H-2A worker has not been employed
without authorization in the United States from
the time of last admission to the United States
in H-2A status through the filing of the petition
for new employment.

“(B) PROTECTION DUE TO IMMIGRANT VISA
BACKLOGS.—Notwithstanding the limitations on
the period of authoriced stay described in para-
graph (3), any H-2A worker who—

‘(i) is the beneficiary of an approved petition,
filed under section 204(a)(1)(E) or (F) for pref-
erence status under section 203(b)(3)(A)(iii); and

““(ii) is eligible to be granted such status but
for the annual limitations on visas under sec-
tion 203(b)(3)(4),
may apply for, and the Secretary of Homeland
Security may grant, an extension of such non-
immigrant status until the Secretary of Home-
land Security issues a final administrative deci-
sion on the alien’s application for adjustment of
status or the Secretary of State issues a final de-
cision on the alien’s application for an immi-
grant visa.

““(5) ABANDONMENT OF EMPLOYMENT.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (B), an H-2A worker who abandons
the employment which was the basis for the
worker’s authorized stay, without good cause,
shall be considered to have failed to maintain
H-2A status and shall depart the United States
or be subject to removal wunder section
237(a)(1)(C)(0).

“(B) GRACE PERIOD TO SECURE NEW EMPLOY-
MENT.—An H-2A worker shall not be considered
to have failed to maintain H-2A status solely on
the basis of a cessation of the employment on
which the alien’s classification was based for a
period of 45 consecutive days, or until the end of
the authorized wvalidity period, whichever is
shorter, once during each authorized validity
period.

“(k) REQUIRED DISCLOSURES.—

‘(1) DISCLOSURE OF WORK CONTRACT.—Not
later than the time the H-2A worker applies for
a visa, the employer shall provide the worker
with a copy of the work contract that includes
the disclosures and rights under this section (or
in the absence of such a contract, a copy of the
job order and proof of the certification described
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in subparagraphs (B) and (D) of subsection
(h)(2)). An H-2A worker moving from one H-2A
employer to a subsequent H-2A employer shall
be provided with a copy of the new employment
contract no later than the time an offer of em-
ployment is made by the subsequent employer.

‘“(2) HOURS AND EARNINGS STATEMENTS.—The
employer shall furnish to H-2A workers, on or
before each payday, in one or more written
statements—

““(A) the worker’s total earnings for the pay
period;

‘““(B) the worker’s hourly rate of pay, piece
rate of pay, or both;

‘“(C) the hours of employment offered to the
worker and the hours of employment actually
worked;

‘““(D) if piece rates of pay are used, the units
produced daily;

‘““(E) an itemization of the deductions made
from the worker’s wages; and

‘“(F) any other information required by Fed-
eral, State or local law.

“(3) NOTICE OF WORKER RIGHTS.—The em-
ployer must post and maintain in a conspicuous
location at the place of employment, a poster
provided by the Secretary of Labor in English,
and, to the extent necessary, any language com-
mon to a significant portion of the workers if
they are not fluent in English, which sets out
the rights and protections for workers employed
pursuant to this section.

““(l) LABOR CONTRACTORS; FOREIGN LABOR
RECRUITERS; PROHIBITION ON FEES.—

““(1) LABOR CONTRACTORS.—

‘““(A) SURETY BOND.—An employer that is a
labor contractor who seeks to employ H-2A
workers shall maintain a surety bond in an
amount required under subparagraph (B). Such
bond shall be payable to the Secretary of Labor
or pursuant to the resolution of a civil or crimi-
nal proceeding, for the payment of wages and
benefits, including any assessment of interest,
owed to an H-2A worker or a similarly employed
United States worker, or a United States worker
who has been rejected or displaced in violation
of this section.

‘““(B) AMOUNT OF BOND.—The Secretary of
Labor shall annually publish in the Federal
Register a schedule of required bond amounts
that are determined by such Secretary to be suf-
ficient for labor contractors to discharge finan-
cial obligations under this section based on the
number of workers the labor contractor seeks to
employ and the wages such workers are required
to be paid.

“(C) PREMIUM BOND.—A labor contractor
seeking to file a petition involving more than
one start date under subsection (h)(1)(C) shall
maintain a surety bond that is at least 15 per-
cent higher than the applicable bond amount
determined by the Secretary wunder subpara-
graph (B).

‘D) USE OF FUNDS.—Any sums paid to the
Secretary under subparagraph (A) that are not
paid to a worker because of the inability to do
so within a period of 5 years following the date
of a violation giving rise to the obligation to pay
shall remain available to the Secretary without
further appropriation until expended to support
the enforcement of this section.

““(2) PROHIBITION AGAINST EMPLOYEES PAYING
FEES.—Neither the employer nor its agents shall
seek or receive payment of any kind from any
worker for any activity related to the H-2A
process, including payment of the employer’s at-
torneys’ fees, application fees, or recruitment
costs. An employer and its agents may receive
reimbursement for costs that are the responsi-
bility and primarily for the benefit of the work-
er, such as government-required passport fees.

‘““(3) THIRD PARTY CONTRACTS.—The contract
between an employer and any labor contractor
or any foreign labor recruiter (or any agent of
such labor contractor or foreign labor recruiter)
whom the employer engages shall include a term
providing for the termination of such contract



March 18, 2021

for cause if the contractor or recruiter, either di-
rectly or indirectly, in the placement or recruit-
ment of H-2A workers seeks or receives pay-
ments or other compensation from prospective
employees. Upon learning that a labor con-
tractor or foreign labor recruiter has sought or
collected such payments, the employer shall so
terminate any contracts with such contractor or
recruiter.

““(m) ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Labor is
authoriced to take such actions against employ-
ers, including imposing appropriate penalties
and seeking monetary and injunctive relief and
specific performance of contractual obligations,
as may be mecessary to ensure compliance with
the requirements of this section and with the
applicable terms and conditions of employment.

““(2) COMPLAINT PROCESS.—

““(A) PROCESS.—The Secretary of Labor shall
establish a process for the receipt, investigation,
and disposition of complaints alleging failure of
an employer to comply with the requirements
under this section and with the applicable terms
and conditions of employment.

‘““(B) FILING.—A complaint referred to in sub-
paragraph (A) may be filed not later than 2
years after the date of the conduct that is the
subject of the complaint.

“(C) COMPLAINT NOT EXCLUSIVE—A com-
plaint filed under this paragraph is not an ex-
clusive remedy and the filing of such a com-
plaint does not waive any rights or remedies of
the aggrieved party under this law or other
laws.

‘““(D) DECISION AND REMEDIES.—If the Sec-
retary of Labor finds, after notice and oppor-
tunity for a hearing, that the employer failed to
comply with the requirements of this section or
the terms and conditions of employment, the
Secretary of Labor may require payment of un-
paid wages, unpaid benefits, fees assessed in
violation of this section, damages, and civil
money penalties. The Secretary is also author-
ized to impose other administrative remedies, in-
cluding disqualification of the employer from
utilizing the H-2A program for a period of up to
5 years in the event of willful or multiple mate-
rial violations. The Secretary is authorized to
permanently disqualify an employer from uti-
lizing the H-2A program wupon a subsequent
finding involving willful or multiple material
violations.

‘“(E) DISPOSITION OF PENALTIES.—Civil pen-
alties collected under this paragraph shall be
deposited into the H-2A Labor Certification Fee
Account established wunder section 203 of the
Farm Workforce Modernization Act of 2021.

“(3) STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection may be construed as limiting the
authority of the Secretary of Labor to conduct
an investigation—

“(A) under any other law, including any law
affecting migrant and seasonal agricultural
workers; or

‘““(B) in the absence of a complaint.

‘“(4) RETALIATION PROHIBITED.—It is a viola-
tion of this subsection for any person to intimi-
date, threaten, restrain, coerce, blacklist, dis-
charge, or in any other manner discriminate
against, or to cause any person to intimidate,
threaten, restrain, coerce, blacklist, or in any
manner discriminate against, an employee, in-
cluding a former employee or an applicant for
employment, because the employee—

“(A) has disclosed information to the em-
ployer, or to any other person, that the em-
ployee reasonably believes evidences a violation
under this section, or any rule or regulation re-
lating to this section;

‘““(B) has filed a complaint concerning the em-
ployer’s compliance with the requirements under
this section or any rule or regulation pertaining
to this section;

“(C) cooperates or seeks to cooperate in an in-
vestigation or other proceeding concerning the
employer’s compliance with the requirements
under this section or any rule or regulation per-
taining to this section; or
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“(D) has taken steps to exercise or assert any
right or protection under the provisions of this
section, or any rule or regulation pertaining to
this section, or any other relevant Federal,
State, or local law.

““(5) INTERAGENCY COMMUNICATION.—The Sec-
retary of Labor, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, Secretary of State
and the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission, shall establish mechanisms by which
the agencies and their components share infor-
mation, including by public electronic means,
regarding complaints, studies, investigations,
findings and remedies regarding compliance by
employers with the requirements of the H-2A
program and other employment-related laws and
regulations.

““(n) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) DISPLACE.—The term ‘displace’ means to
lay off a similarly employed United States work-
er, other than for lawful job-related reasons, in
the occupation and area of intended employ-
ment for the job for which H-2A workers are
sought.

““(2) H-2A WORKER.—The term ‘H-2A worker’
means a mnonimmigrant described in section
101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a).

““(3) JoB ORDER.—The term ‘job order’ means
the document containing the material terms and
conditions of employment, including obligations
and assurances required under this section or
any other law.

‘“(4) ONLINE JOB REGISTRY.—The term ‘online
job registry’ means the online job registry of the
Secretary of Labor required under section 201(b)
of the Farm Workforce Modernization Act of
2021 (or similar successor registry).

“(5) SIMILARLY EMPLOYED.—The term ‘simi-
larly employed’, in the case of a worker, means
a worker in the same occupational classification
as the classification or classifications for which
the H-2A worker is sought.

“(6) UNITED STATES WORKER.—The term
‘United States worker’ means any worker who
is—

“(4) a citizen or mnational of the United
States;

“(B) an alien who is lawfully admitted for
permanent residence, is admitted as a refugee
under section 207, is granted asylum under sec-
tion 208, or is an immigrant otherwise author-
ized to be employed in the United States;

“(C) an alien granted certified agricultural
worker status under title I of the Farm Work-
force Modernization Act of 2021; or

‘(D) an individual who is not an unauthor-
ized alien (as defined in section 274A(h)(3)) with
respect to the employment in which the worker
is engaging.

““(0) FEES;, AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS.—

‘(1) FEES.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Homeland
Security shall impose a fee to process petitions
under this section. Such fee shall be set at a
level that is sufficient to recover the reasonable
costs of processing the petition, including the
reasonable costs of providing labor certification
by the Secretary of Labor.

‘““(B) DISTRIBUTION.—Fees collected wunder
subparagraph (A) shall be deposited as offset-
ting receipts into the immigration examinations
fee account in section 286(m), except that the
portion of fees assessed for the Secretary of
Labor shall be deposited into the H-2A Labor
Certification Fee Account established pursuant
to section 203(c) of the Farm Workforce Mod-
ernization Act of 2021.

““(2) APPROPRIATIONS.—There are authorized
to be appropriated for each fiscal year such
sums as necessary for the purposes of—

“(A) recruiting United States workers for
labor or services which might otherwise be per-
formed by H-2A workers, including by ensuring
that State workforce agencies are sufficiently
funded to fulfill their functions under this sec-
tion;

“(B) enabling the Secretary of Labor to make
determinations and certifications under this sec-
tion and under section 212(a)(5)(A)(i);

H1537

‘“(C) monitoring the terms and conditions
under which H-2A workers (and United States
workers employed by the same employers) are
employed in the United States; and

‘““(D) enabling the Secretary of Agriculture to
carry out the Secretary of Agriculture’s duties
and responsibilities under this section.”.

SEC. 203. AGENCY ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES.

(a) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SECRETARY OF
LABOR.—With respect to the administration of
the H-2A program, the Secretary of Labor shall
be responsible for—

(1) consulting with State workforce agencies
to—

(4) review and process job orders;

(B) facilitate the recruitment and referral of
able, willing and qualified United States work-
ers who will be available at the time and place
needed;

(C) determine prevailing wages and practices;
and

(D) conduct timely inspections to ensure com-
pliance with applicable Federal, State, or local
housing standards and Federal regulations for
H-2A housing;

(2) determining whether the employer has met
the conditions for approval of the H-2A petition
described in section 218 of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1188);

(3) determining, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, whether a job opportunity
is of a seasonal or temporary nature;

(4) determining whether the employer has
complied or will comply with the H-2A program
requirements set forth in section 218 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1188);

(5) processing and investigating complaints
consistent with section 218(m) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1188(m));

(6) referring any matter as appropriate to the
Inspector General of the Department of Labor
for investigation;

(7) ensuring that guidance to State workforce
agencies to conduct wage surveys is regularly
updated; and

(8) issuing such rules and regulations as are
necessary to carry out the Secretary of Labor’s
responsibilities under this Act and the amend-
ments made by this Act.

(b) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SECRETARY OF
HOMELAND SECURITY.—With respect to the ad-
ministration of the H-2A program, the Secretary
of Homeland Security shall be responsible for—

(1) adjudicating petitions for the admission of
H-2A workers, which shall include an assess-
ment as to whether each beneficiary will be em-
ployed in accordance with the terms and condi-
tions of the certification and whether any
named beneficiaries qualify for such employ-
ment;

(2) transmitting a copy of the final decision on
the petition to the employer, and in the case of
approved petitions, ensuring that the petition
approval is reflected in the electronic platform
to facilitate the prompt issuance of a visa by the
Department of State (if required) and the admis-
sion of the H-2A workers to the United States;

(3) establishing a reliable and secure method
through which H-2A workers can access infor-
mation about their H-2A visa status, including
information on pending, approved, or denied pe-
titions to extend such status;

(4) investigating and preventing fraud in the
program, including the wutilization of H-2A
workers for other than allowable agricultural
labor or services; and

(5) issuing such rules and regulations as are
necessary to carry out the Secretary of Home-
land Security’s responsibilities under this Act
and the amendments made by this Act.

(c) ESTABLISHMENT OF ACCOUNT AND USE OF
FUNDS.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF ACCOUNT.—There is es-
tablished in the general fund of the Treasury a
separate account, which shall be known as the
“H-2A Labor Certification Fee Account’. Not-
withstanding any other provisions of law, there
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shall be deposited as offsetting receipts into the
account all amounts—

(A) collected as a civil penalty under section
218(m)(2)(E) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act; and

(B) «collected as a fee wunder section
218(0)(1)(B) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act.

(2) USE OF FEES.—Amounts deposited into the
H-2A Labor Certification Fee Account shall be
available (except as otherwise provided in this
paragraph) without fiscal year limitation and
without the requirement for specification in ap-
propriations Acts to the Secretary of Labor for
use, directly or through grants, contracts, or
other arrangements, in such amounts as the
Secretary of Labor determines are necessary for
the costs of Federal and State administration in
carrying out activities in connection with labor
certification under section 218 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act. Such costs may in-
clude personnel salaries and benefits, equipment
and infrastructure for adjudication and cus-
tomer service processes, the operation and main-
tenance of an on-line job registry, and program
integrity activities. The Secretary, in deter-
mining what amounts to transfer to States for
State administration in carrying out activities in
connection with labor certification under Sec-
tion 218 of the Immigration and Nationality Act
shall consider the number of H-2A workers em-
ployed in that State and shall adjust the
amount transferred to that State accordingly. In
addition, 10 percent of the amounts deposited
into the H-2A Labor Certification Fee Account
shall be available to the Office of Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Labor to conduct au-
dits and criminal investigations relating to such
foreign labor certification programs.

(3) ADDITIONAL FUNDS.—Amounts available
under paragraph (1) shall be available in addi-
tion to any other funds appropriated or made
available to the Department of Labor under
other laws, including section 218(0)(2) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act.

SEC. 204. WORKER PROTECTION AND COMPLI-
ANCE.

(a) EQUALITY OF TREATMENT.—H-2A workers
shall not be denied any right or remedy under
any Federal, State, or local labor or employment
law applicable to United States workers engaged
in agricultural employment.

(b) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER LAWS.—

(1) MIGRANT AND SEASONAL AGRICULTURAL

WORKER PROTECTION ACT.—H-2A workers shall
be considered migrant agricultural workers for
purposes of the Migrant and Seasonal Agricul-
tural Worker Protection Act (29 U.S.C. 1801 et
seq.).
(2) WAIVER OF RIGHTS PROHIBITED.—Agree-
ments by H-2A workers to waive or modify any
rights or protections under this Act or section
218 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1188) shall be considered void or contrary
to public policy except as provided in a collec-
tive bargaining agreement with a bona fide
labor organization.

(3) MEDIATION.—

(A) FREE MEDIATION SERVICES.—The Federal
Mediation and Conciliation Service shall be
available to assist in resolving disputes arising
under this section between H-2A workers and
agricultural employers without charge to the
parties.

(B) COMPLAINT.—If an H-2A worker files a
civil lawsuit alleging one or more violations of
section 218 of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1188), the Fair Labor Standards
Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 201 et seq.), or the Mi-
grant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protec-
tion Act (29 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), not later than
60 days after the filing of proof of service of the
complaint, a party to the lawsuit may file a re-
quest with the Federal Mediation and Concilia-
tion Service to assist the parties in reaching a
satisfactory resolution of all issues involving all
parties to the dispute.

(C) NoricE.—Upon filing a request under sub-
paragraph (B) and giving of notice to the par-
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ties, the parties shall attempt mediation within
the period specified in subparagraph (D), except
that nothing in this paragraph shall limit the
ability of a court to order preliminary injunctive
relief to protect health and safety or to other-
wise prevent irreparable harm.

(D) 90-DAY LIMIT.—The Federal Mediation
and Conciliation Service may conduct mediation
or other nonbinding dispute resolution activities
for a period not to exceed 90 days beginning on
the date on which the Federal Mediation and
Conciliation Service receives a request for assist-
ance under subparagraph (B) unless the parties
agree to an extension of such period.

(E) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), there is
authoriced to be appropriated to the Federal
Mediation and Conciliation Service, such sums
as may be necessary for each fiscal year to carry
out this subparagraph.

(ii) MEDIATION.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the Director of the Federal Me-
diation and Conciliation Service is authoriced—

(I) to conduct the mediation or other dispute
resolution activities from any other account
containing amounts available to the Director;
and

(II) to reimburse such account with amounts
appropriated pursuant to clause (i).

(F) PRIVATE MEDIATION.—If all parties agree,
a private mediator may be employed as an alter-
native to the Federal Mediation and Concilia-
tion Service.

(¢) FARM LABOR CONTRACTOR REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

(1) SURETY BONDS.—

(A) REQUIREMENT.—Section 101 of the Mi-
grant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protec-
tion Act (29 U.S.C. 1811), is amended by adding
at the end the following:

“(e) A farm labor contractor shall maintain a
surety bond in an amount determined by the
Secretary to be sufficient for ensuring the abil-
ity of the farm labor contractor to discharge its
financial obligations, including payment of
wages and benefits to employees. Such a bond
shall be available to satisfy any amounts or-
dered to be paid by the Secretary or by court
order for failure to comply with the obligations
of this Act. The Secretary of Labor shall annu-
ally publish in the Federal Register a schedule
of required bond amounts that are determined
by such Secretary to be sufficient for farm labor
contractors to discharge financial obligations
based on the number of workers to be covered.”’.

(B) REGISTRATION DETERMINATIONS.—Section
103(a) of the Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural
Worker Protection Act (29 U.S.C. 1813(a)), is
amended—

(i) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘“‘or’’ at the
end;

(ii) in paragraph (5)(B), by striking
the end;

(iii) in paragraph (6), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘;”’ ; and

(iv) by adding at the end the following:

““(7) has failed to maintain a surety bond in
compliance with section 101(e); or

“(8) has been disqualified by the Secretary of
Labor from importing nonimmigrants described
in section 101(a)(15)(H)(ii) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act.”.

(2) SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST.—

(A) DECLARATION.—Section 102 of the Migrant
and Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection
Act (29 U.S.C. 1812), is amended—

(i) in paragraph (4), by striking “‘and’’ at the
end;

(ii) in paragraph (5), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

“(6) a declaration, subscribed and sworn to by
the applicant, stating whether the applicant has
a familial, contractual, or employment relation-
ship with, or shares vehicles, facilities, property,
or employees with, a person who has been re-
fused issuance or renewal of a certificate, or has
had a certificate suspended or revoked, pursu-
ant to section 103.”.
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(B) REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION.—Section 103
of the Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Work-
er Protection Act (29 U.S.C. 1813), as amended
by this Act, is further amended by inserting
after subsection (a) the following new sub-
section (and by redesignating the subsequent
subsections accordingly):

““(b)(1) There shall be a rebuttable presump-
tion that an applicant for issuance or renewal
of a certificate is not the real party in interest
in the application if the applicant—

‘““(A) is the immediate family member of any
person who has been refused issuance or re-
newal of a certificate, or has had a certificate
suspended or revoked; and

‘“‘(B) identifies a vehicle, facility, or real prop-
erty under paragraph (2) or (3) of section 102
that has been previously listed by a person who
has been refused issuance or renewal of a cer-
tificate, or has had a certificate suspended or
revoked.

“(2) An applicant described in paragraph (1)
bears the burden of demonstrating to the Sec-
retary’s satisfaction that the applicant is the
real party in interest in the application.’’.

SEC. 205. REPORT ON WAGE PROTECTIONS.

(a) Not later than 3 years after the date of the
enactment of this Act, and every 3 years there-
after, the Secretary of Labor and Secretary of
Agriculture shall prepare and transmit to the
Committees on the Judiciary of the House of
Representatives and Senate, a report that ad-
dresses—

(1) whether, and the manner in which, the
employment of H-2A workers in the United
States has impacted the wages, working condi-
tions, or job opportunities of United States farm
workers;

(2) whether, and the manner in which, the ad-
verse effect wage rate increases or decreases
wages on United States farms, broken down by
geographic region and farm size;

(3) whether any potential impact of the ad-
verse effect wage rate varies based on the per-
centage of workers in a geographic region that
are H-2A workers;

(4) the degree to which the adverse effect
wage rate is affected by the inclusion in wage
surveys of piece rate compensation, bonus pay-
ments, and other pay incentives, and whether
such forms of incentive compensation should be
surveyed and reported separately from hourly
base rates;

(5) whether, and the manner in which, other
factors may artificially affect the adverse effect
wage rate, including factors that may be specific
to a region, State, or region within a State;

(6) whether, and the manner in which, the H-
2A program affects the ability of United States
farms to compete with agricultural commodities
imported from outside the United States;

(7) the number and percentage of farmworkers
in the United States whose incomes are below
the poverty line;

(8) whether alternative wage standards would
be sufficient to prevent wages in occupations in
which H-2A workers are employed from falling
below the wage level that would have prevailed
in the absence of the H-2A program;

(9) whether any changes are warranted in the
current methodologies for calculating the ad-
verse effect wage rate and the prevailing wage;
and

(10) recommendations for future wage protec-
tion under this section.

(b) In preparing the report described in sub-
section (a), the Secretary of Labor and Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall engage with equal
numbers of representatives of agricultural em-
ployers and agricultural workers, both locally
and nationally.

SEC. 206. PORTABLE H-2A VISA PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation
with the Secretary of Labor and Secretary of
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Agriculture, shall establish through regulation a
6-year pilot program to facilitate the free move-
ment and employment of temporary or seasonal
H-2A workers to perform agricultural labor or
services for agricultural employers registered
with the Secretary of Agriculture. Notwith-
standing the requirements of section 218 of the
Immigration and Nationality Act, such regula-
tion shall establish the requirements for the
pilot program, consistent with subsection (b).
For purposes of this section, such a worker shall
be referred to as a portable H-2A worker, and
status as such a worker shall be referred to as
portable H-2A status.

(2) ONLINE PLATFORM.—The Secretary of
Homeland Security, in consultation with the
Secretary of Labor and the Secretary of Agri-
culture, shall maintain an online electronic
platform to connect portable H-2A workers with
registered agricultural employers seeking work-
ers to perform temporary or seasonal agricul-
tural labor or services. Employers shall post on
the platform available job opportunities, includ-
ing a description of the nature and location of
the work to be performed, the anticipated period
or periods of need, and the terms and conditions
of employment. Such platform shall allow port-
able H-2A workers to search for available job
opportunities using relevant criteria, including
the types of jobs needed to be filled and the
dates and locations of need.

3) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding the
issuance of the regulation described in para-
graph (1), the Secretary of State may not issue
a portable H-2A visa and the Secretary of
Homeland Security may not confer portable H—
2A status on any alien until the Secretary of
Homeland Security, in consultation with the
Secretary of Labor and Secretary of Agriculture,
has determined that a sufficient number of em-
ployers have been designated as registered agri-
cultural employers under subsection (b)(1) and
that such employers have sufficient job opportu-
nities to employ a reasonable number of portable
H-2A workers to initiate the pilot program.

(b) PILOT PROGRAM ELEMENTS.—The pilot
program in subsection (a) shall contain the fol-
lowing elements:

(1) REGISTERED AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYERS.—

(A) DESIGNATION.—Agricultural employers
shall be provided the ability to seek designation
as registered agricultural employers. Reasonable
fees may be assessed commensurate with the cost
of processing applications for designation. A
designation shall be valid for a period of up to
3 years unless revoked for failure to comply with
program requirements. Registered employers
that comply with program requirements may
apply to renew such designation for additional
periods of up to 3 years for the duration of the
pilot program.

(B) LIMITATIONS.—Registered agricultural em-
ployers may employ aliens with portable H-2A
status without filing a petition. Such employers
shall pay such aliens at least the wage required
under section 218(d) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1188(d)).

(C) WORKERS’ COMPENSATION.—If a job oppor-
tunity is not covered by or is exempt from the
State workers’ compensation law, a registered
agricultural employer shall provide, at no cost
to the worker, insurance covering injury and
disease arising out of, and in the course of, the
worker’s employment, which will provide bene-
fits at least equal to those provided under the
State workers’ compensation law.

(2) DESIGNATED WORKERS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Individuals who have been
previously admitted to the United States in H-—
2A status, and maintained such status during
the period of admission, shall be provided the
opportunity to apply for portable H-2A status.
Portable H-2A workers shall be subject to the
provisions on visa validity and periods of au-
thorized stay and admission for H-2A workers
described in paragraphs (2) and (3) of section
218(j) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1188(7)(2) and (3)).
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(B) LIMITATIONS ON AVAILABILITY OF PORT-
ABLE H-2A STATUS.—

(i) INITIAL OFFER OF EMPLOYMENT RE-
QUIRED.—No alien may be granted portable H-
2A status without an initial valid offer of em-
ployment to perform temporary or agricultural
labor or services from a registered agricultural
employer.

(ii) NUMERICAL LIMITATIONS.—The total num-
ber of aliens who may hold valid portable H-2A
status at any one time may not exceed 10,000.
Notwithstanding such limitation, the Secretary
of Homeland Security may further limit the
number of aliens with valid portable H-2A sta-
tus if the Secretary determines that there are an
insufficient number of registered agricultural
employers or job opportunities to support the
employment of all such portable H-2A workers.

(C) SCOPE OF EMPLOYMENT.—During the pe-
riod of admission, a portable H-2A worker may
perform temporary or Sseasonal agricultural
labor or services for any employer in the United
States that is designated as a registered agricul-
tural employer pursuant to paragraph (1). An
employment arrangement under this section may
be terminated by either the portable H-2A work-
er or the registered agricultural employer at any
time.

(D) TRANSFER TO NEW EMPLOYMENT.—At the
cessation of employment with a registered agri-
cultural employer, a portable H-2A worker shall
have 60 days to secure new employment with a
registered agricultural employer.

(E) MAINTENANCE OF STATUS.—A portable H-
2A worker who does not secure new employment
with a registered agricultural employer within
60 days shall be considered to have failed to
maintain such status and shall depart the
United States or be subject to removal under sec-
tion 237(a)(1)(C)(i) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1188(a)(1)(C)(i)).

(3) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary of Labor
shall be responsible for conducting investiga-
tions and random audits of employers to ensure
compliance with the employment-related re-
quirements of this section, consistent with sec-
tion 218(m) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1188(m)). The Secretary of Labor
shall have the authority to collect reasonable
civil penalties for violations, which shall be uti-
lized by the Secretary for the administration
and enforcement of the provisions of this sec-
tion.

(4) ELIGIBILITY FOR SERVICES.—Section 305 of
Public Law 99-603 (100 Stat. 3434) is amended by
striking ‘‘other employment rights as provided
in the worker’s specific contract under which
the nonimmigrant was admitted’’ and inserting
“‘employment-related rights’.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 6 months before
the end of the third fiscal year of the pilot pro-
gram, the Secretary of Homeland Security, in
consultation with the Secretary of Labor and
the Secretary of Agriculture, shall prepare and
submit to the Committees on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives and the Senate, a re-
port that provides—

(1) the number of employers designated as reg-
istered agricultural employers, broken down by
geographic region, farm size, and the number of
job opportunities offered by such employers;

(2) the number of employers whose designa-
tion as a registered agricultural employer was
revoked;

(3) the number of individuals granted portable
H-2A status in each fiscal year, along with the
number of such individuals who maintained
portable H-2A status during all or a portion of
the 3-year period of the pilot program;

(4) an assessment of the impact of the pilot
program on the wages and working conditions
of United States farm workers;

(5) the results of a survey of individuals
granted portable H-2A status, detailing their ex-
periences with and feedback on the pilot pro-
gram;

(6) the results of a survey of registered agri-
cultural employers, detailing their experiences
with and feedback on the pilot program;
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(7) an assessment as to whether the program
should be continued and if so, any recommenda-
tions for improving the program; and

(8) findings and recommendations regarding
effective recruitment mechanisms, including use
of new technology to match workers with em-
ployers and ensure compliance with applicable
labor and employment laws and regulations.
SEC. 207. IMPROVING ACCESS TO PERMANENT

RESIDENCE.

(a) WORLDWIDE LEVEL.—Section 201(d)(1)(4)
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1151(d)(1)(A)) is amended by striking
140,000’ and inserting 180,000 .

(b) VISAS FOR FARMWORKERS.—Section 203(b)
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1153(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1) by striking “28.6 percent
of such worldwide level’’ and inserting ‘40,040°’;

(2) in paragraph (2)(A) by striking ‘28.6 per-
cent of such worldwide level”’ and inserting
““40,040"’;

(3) in paragraph (3)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) in the matter before clause (i), by striking
““28.6 percent of such worldwide level”’ and in-
serting ‘‘80,040°’; and

(ii) by amending clause (iii) to read as follows:

‘‘(iii)) OTHER WORKERS.—Other qualified immi-
grants who, at the time of petitioning for classi-
fication under this paragraph—

‘(1) are capable of performing unskilled labor,
not of a temporary or seasonal nature, for
which qualified workers are not available in the
United States; or

‘“(II) can demonstrate employment in the
United States as an H-2A nonimmigrant worker
for at least 100 days in each of at least 10
years.”’;

(B) by amending subparagraph (B) to read as
follows:

“(B) VISAS ALLOCATED FOR OTHER WORKERS.—

‘““(¢i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clauses (ii) and (iii), 50,000 of the visas made
available under this paragraph shall be reserved
for qualified immigrants described in subpara-
graph (A)(iii).

‘“(ii) PREFERENCE FOR AGRICULTURAL WORK-
ERS.—Subject to clause (iii), not less than four-
fifths of the visas described in clause (i) shall be
reserved for—

‘“(I) qualified immigrants described in sub-
paragraph (A)(iii)(1) who will be performing ag-
ricultural labor or services in the United States;
and

‘“(1I) qualified immigrants described in sub-
paragraph (A)(iii)(11).

‘“(iii) EXCEPTION.—If because of the applica-
tion of clause (ii), the total number of visas
available under this paragraph for a calendar
quarter exceeds the number of qualified immi-
grants who otherwise may be issued such a visa,
clause (ii) shall not apply to visas under this
paragraph during the remainder of such cal-
endar quarter.

“(iv) NO PER COUNTRY LIMITS.—Visas de-
scribed under clause (ii) shall be issued without
regard to the numerical limitation under section
202(a)(2).”’; and

(C) by amending subparagraph (C) by striking
“An immigrant visa’’ and inserting ‘‘Except for
qualified immigrants petitioning for classifica-
tion under subparagraph (A)(iii)(1I), an immi-
grant visa’’;

(4) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘7.1 percent
of such worldwide level’’ and inserting ‘9,940°’;
and

(5) in paragraph (5)(4), in the matter before
clause (i), by striking ‘7.1 percent of such
worldwide level’’ and inserting ‘9,940°°.

(c) PETITIONING PROCEDURE.—Section
204(a)(1)(E) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1154(a)(1)(E)) is amended by in-
serting “or 203(b)(3)(A)(iii)(1I)” after
“203(b)(1)(A)”.

(d) DUAL INTENT.—Section 214(b) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1184(b)) is
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amended by striking ‘‘section 101(a)(15)(H)(i) ex-

cept subclause (bl) of such section’ and insert-

ing ‘‘clause (i), except subclause (bl), or (ii)(a)

of section 101(a)(15)(H)”’.

Subtitle B—Preservation and Construction of
Farmworker Housing

SEC. 220. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Strategy
and Investment in Rural Housing Preservation
Act of 2021"°.

SEC. 221. PERMANENT ESTABLISHMENT OF HOUS-
ING PRESERVATION AND REVITAL-
IZATION PROGRAM.

Title V of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C.
1471 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

“SEC. 545. HOUSING PRESERVATION AND REVI-
TALIZATION PROGRAM.

‘““(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
carry out a program under this section for the
preservation and revitalization of multifamily
rental housing projects financed under section
515 or both sections 514 and 516.

““(b) NOTICE OF MATURING LOANS.—

‘(1) TO OWNERS.—On an annual basis, the
Secretary shall provide written notice to each
owner of a property financed under section 515
or both sections 514 and 516 that will mature
within the 4-year period beginning upon the
provision of such notice, setting forth the op-
tions and financial incentives that are available
to facilitate the extension of the loan term or the
option to decouple a rental assistance contract
pursuant to subsection (f).

“(2) TO TENANTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—For each property fi-
nanced under section 515 or both sections 514
and 516, not later than the date that is 2 years
before the date that such loan will mature, the
Secretary shall provide written notice to each
household residing in such property that in-
forms them of the date of the loan maturity, the
possible actions that may happen with respect
to the property upon such maturity, and how to
protect their right to reside in Federally assisted
housing after such maturity.

‘““(B) LANGUAGE.—Notice under this paragraph
shall be provided in plain English and shall be
translated to other languages in the case of any
property located in an area in which a signifi-
cant number of residents speak such other lan-
guages.

‘““(c) LOAN RESTRUCTURING.—Under the pro-
gram under this section, the Secretary may re-
structure such existing housing loans, as the
Secretary considers appropriate, for the purpose
of ensuring that such projects have sufficient
resources to preserve the projects to provide safe
and affordable housing for low-income residents
and farm laborers, by—

‘(1) reducing or eliminating interest;

“(2) deferring loan payments;

““(3) subordinating, reducing, or reamortizing
loan debt; and

‘“(4) providing other financial assistance, in-
cluding advances, payments, and incentives (in-
cluding the ability of owners to obtain reason-
able returns on investment) required by the Sec-
retary.

“(d) RENEWAL OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE.—When
the Secretary offers to restructure a loan pursu-
ant to subsection (c), the Secretary shall offer to
renew the rental assistance contract under sec-
tion 521(a)(2) for a 20-year term that is subject
to annual appropriations, provided that the
owner agrees to bring the property up to such
standards that will ensure its maintenance as
decent, safe, and sanitary housing for the full
term of the rental assistance contract.

““(e) RESTRICTIVE USE AGREEMENTS.—

‘(1) REQUIREMENT.—As part of the preserva-
tion and revitalization agreement for a project,
the Secretary shall obtain a restrictive use
agreement that obligates the owner to operate
the project in accordance with this title.

“(2) TERM.—

““(A) NO EXTENSION OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE
CONTRACT.—Except when the Secretary enters
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into a 20-year extension of the rental assistance
contract for the project, the term of the restric-
tive use agreement for the project shall be con-
sistent with the term of the restructured loan for
the project.

‘“(B) EXTENSION OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE CON-
TRACT.—If the Secretary enters into a 20-year
extension of the rental assistance contract for a
project, the term of the restrictive use agreement
for the project shall be for 20 years.

“(C) TERMINATION.—The Secretary may termi-
nate the 20-year use restrictive use agreement
for a project prior to the end of its term if the
20-year rental assistance contract for the project
with the owner is terminated at any time for
reasons outside the owner’s control.

“(f) DECOUPLING OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE.—

“(1) RENEWAL OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE CON-
TRACT.—If the Secretary determines that a ma-
turing loan for a project cannot reasonably be
restructured in accordance with subsection (c)
and the project was operating with rental assist-
ance under section 521, the Secretary may renew
the rental assistance contract, notwithstanding
any provision of section 521, for a term, subject
to annual appropriations, of at least 10 years
but not more than 20 years.

““(2) RENTS.—Any agreement to extend the
term of the rental assistance contract under sec-
tion 521 for a project shall obligate the owner to
continue to maintain the project as decent, safe
and sanitary housing and to operate the devel-
opment in accordance with this title, except that
rents shall be based on the lesser of—

““(A) the budget-based needs of the project; or

“(B) the operating cost adjustment factor as a
payment standard as provided under section 524
of the Multifamily Assisted Housing Reform and
Affordability Act of 1997 (42 U.S.C. 1437 note).

“(9) MULTIFAMILY HOUSING TRANSFER TECH-
NICAL ASSISTANCE.—Under the program under
this section, the Secretary may provide grants to
qualified non-profit organizations and public
housing agencies to provide technical assist-
ance, including financial and legal services, to
borrowers under loans under this title for multi-
family housing to facilitate the acquisition of
such multifamily housing properties in areas
where the Secretary determines there is a risk of
loss of affordable housing.

““(h) TRANSFER OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE.—After
the loan or loans for a rental project originally
financed under section 515 or both sections 514
and 516 have matured or have been prepaid and
the owner has chosen not to restructure the
loan pursuant to subsection (c), a tenant resid-
ing in such project shall have 18 months prior to
loan maturation or prepayment to transfer the
rental assistance assigned to the tenant’s unit to
another rental project originally financed under
section 515 or both sections 514 and 516, and the
owner of the initial project may rent the ten-
ant’s previous unit to a new tenant without in-
come restrictions.

“(i) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Of any
amounts made available for the program under
this section for any fiscal year, the Secretary
may use not more than $1,000,000 for adminis-
trative expenses for carrying out such program.

“(j) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated for the
program under this section $200,000,000 for each
of fiscal years 2022 through 2026.°".

SEC. 222. ELIGIBILITY FOR RURAL HOUSING
VOUCHERS.

Section 542 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
U.S.C. 1490r) is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

“(c) ELIGIBILITY OF HOUSEHOLDS IN SECTIONS
514, 515, AND 516 PROJECTS.—The Secretary may
provide rural housing vouchers under this sec-
tion for any low-income household (including
those mot receiving rental assistance) residing,
for a term longer than the remaining term of
their lease in effect just prior to prepayment, in
a property financed with a loan made or in-
sured under section 514 or 515 (42 U.S.C. 1484,
1485) which has been prepaid without restric-
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tions imposed by the Secretary pursuant to sec-
tion 502(c)(5)(G)(ii)(1) (42 U.S.C.
1472(c)(5)(G)(ii)(1)), has been foreclosed, or has
matured after September 30, 2005, or residing in
a property assisted under section 514 or 516 that
is owned by a nonprofit organization or public
agency.”’.

SEC. 223. AMOUNT OF VOUCHER ASSISTANCE.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
in the case of any rural housing voucher pro-
vided pursuant to section 542 of the Housing Act
of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490r), the amount of the
monthly assistance payment for the household
on whose behalf such assistance is provided
shall be determined as provided in subsection (a)
of such section 542.

SEC. 224. RENTAL ASSISTANCE CONTRACT AU-
THORITY.

Subsection (d) of section 521 of the Housing
Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490a(d)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting after sub-
paragraph (A) the following new subparagraph
(and by redesignating the subsequent subpara-
graphs accordingly):

“(B) upon request of an owner of a project fi-
nanced under section 514 or 515, the Secretary is
authoriced to enter into renewal of such agree-
ments for a period of 20 years or the term of the
loan, whichever is shorter, subject to amounts
made available in appropriations Acts;”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(3) In the case of any rental assistance con-
tract authority that becomes available because
of the termination of assistance on behalf of an
assisted family—

‘“(A) at the option of the owner of the rental
project, the Secretary shall provide the owner a
period of 6 months before such assistance is
made available pursuant to subparagraph (B)
during which the owner may use such assist-
ance authority to provide assistance of behalf of
an eligible unassisted family that—

““(i) is residing in the same rental project that
the assisted family resided in prior to such ter-
mination; or

“(it) mnewly occupies a dwelling unit in such
rental project during such period; and

‘““(B) except for assistance used as provided in
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall use such
remaining authority to provide such assistance
on behalf of eligible families residing in other
rental projects originally financed under section
515 or both sections 514 and 516 of this Act.”.
SEC. 225. FUNDING FOR MULTIFAMILY TECH-

NICAL IMPROVEMENTS.

There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of Agriculture 350,000,000 for fiscal
year 2022 for improving the technology of the
Department of Agriculture used to process loans
for multifamily housing and otherwise man-
aging such housing. Such improvements shall be
made within the 5-year period beginning upon
the appropriation of such amounts and such
amount shall remain available until the expira-
tion of such 5-year period.

SEC. 226. PLAN FOR PRESERVING AFFORDABILITY
OF RENTAL PROJECTS.

(a) PLAN.—The Secretary of Agriculture (in
this section referred to as the ‘“‘Secretary’’) shall
submit a written plan to the Congress, not later
than the expiration of the 6-month period begin-
ning on the date of the enactment of this Act,
for preserving the affordability for low-income
families of rental projects for which loans were
made under section 515 or made to nonprofit or
public agencies under section 514 and avoiding
the displacement of tenant households, which
shall—

(1) set forth specific performance goals and
measures;

(2) set forth the specific actions and mecha-
nisms by which such goals will be achieved;

(3) set forth specific measurements by which
progress towards achievement of each goal can
be measured;

(4) provide for detailed reporting on outcomes;
and
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(5) include any legislative recommendations to
assist in achievement of the goals under the
plan.

(b) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT; PURPOSE.—The Secretary
shall establish an advisory committee whose
purpose shall be to assist the Secretary in pre-
serving section 515 properties and section 514
properties owned by nonprofit or public agencies
through the multifamily housing preservation
and revitalication program under Section 545
and in implementing the plan required under
subsection (a).

(2) MEMBER.—The advisory committee shall
consist of 16 members, appointed by the Sec-
retary, as follows:

(A) A State Director of Rural Development for
the Department of Agriculture.

(B) The Administrator for Rural Housing
Service of the Department of Agriculture.

(C) Two representatives of for-profit devel-
opers or owners of multifamily rural rental
housing.

(D) Two representatives of non-profit devel-
opers or owners of multifamily rural rental
housing.

(E) Two representatives of State housing fi-
nance agencies.

(F) Two representatives of tenants of multi-
family rural rental housing.

(G) One representative of a community devel-
opment financial institution that is involved in
preserving the affordability of housing assisted
under sections 514, 515, and 516 of the Housing
Act of 1949.

(H) One representative of a nonprofit organi-
zation that operates nationally and has actively
participated in the preservation of housing as-
sisted by the Rural Housing Service by con-
ducting research regarding, and providing fi-
nancing and technical assistance for, preserving
the affordability of such housing.

(I) One representative of low-income housing
tax credit investors.

(J) One representative of regulated financial
institutions that finance affordable multifamily
rural rental housing developments.

(K) Two representatives from non-profit orga-
nizations representing farmworkers, including
one organization representing farmworker
women.

(3) MEETINGS.—The advisory committee shall
meet not less often than once each calendar
quarter.

(4) FUNCTIONS.—In providing assistance to the
Secretary to carry out its purpose, the advisory
committee shall carry out the following func-
tions:

(A) Assisting the Rural Housing Service of the
Department of Agriculture to improve estimates
of the size, scope, and condition of rental hous-
ing portfolio of the Service, including the time
frames for maturity of mortgages and costs for
preserving the portfolio as affordable housing.

(B) Reviewing current policies and procedures
of the Rural Housing Service regarding preser-
vation of affordable rental housing financed
under sections 514, 515, 516, and 538 of the
Housing Act of 1949, the Multifamily Preserva-
tion and Revitalization Demonstration program
(MPR), and the rental assistance program and
making recommendations regarding improve-
ments and modifications to such policies and
procedures.

(C) Providing ongoing review of Rural Hous-
ing Service program results.

(D) Providing reports to the Congress and the
public on meetings, recommendations, and other
findings of the advisory committee.

(5) TRAVEL COSTS.—Any amounts made avail-
able for administrative costs of the Department
of Agriculture may be used for costs of travel by
members of the advisory committee to meetings
of the committee.

SEC. 227. COVERED HOUSING PROGRAMS.

Paragraph (3) of section 41411(a) of the Vio-
lence Against Women Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C.
12491(a)(3)) is amended—
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(1) in subparagraph (I), by striking “‘and’ at
the end;

(2) by redesignating subparagraph (J) as sub-
paragraph (K); and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (1) the fol-
lowing new subparagraph:

“(J) rural development housing voucher as-
sistance provided by the Secretary of Agri-
culture pursuant to section 542 of the Housing
Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490r), without regard to
subsection (b) of such section, and applicable
appropriation Acts; and’’.

SEC. 228. NEW FARMWORKER HOUSING.

Section 513 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
U.S.C. 1483) is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

“‘(f) FUNDING FOR FARMWORKER HOUSING.—

“(1) SECTION 514 FARMWORKER HOUSING
LOANS.—

““(A) INSURANCE AUTHORITY.—The Secretary
of Agriculture may, to the extent approved in
appropriation Acts, insure loans under section
514 (42 U.S.C. 1484) during each of fiscal years
2022 through 2031 in an aggregate amount not to
exceed $200,000,000.

‘“(B) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR
CcoSTS.—There is authorized to be appropriated
375,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2022 through
2031 for costs (as such term is defined in section
502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 (2
U.S.C. 661a)) of loans insured pursuant the au-
thority under subparagraph (A).

“(2) SECTION 516 GRANTS FOR FARMWORKER
HOUSING.—There is authoriced to be appro-
priated $30,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2022
through 2031 for financial assistance under sec-
tion 516 (42 U.S.C. 1486).

““(3) SECTION 521 HOUSING ASSISTANCE.—There
is authorized to be appropriated $2,700,000,000
for each of fiscal years 2022 through 2031 for
rental assistance agreements entered into or re-
newed pursuant to section 521(a)(2) (42 U.S.C.
1490a(a)(2)) or agreements entered into in lieu of
debt forgiveness or payments for eligible house-
holds as authorized by section 502(c)(5)(D).”’.
SEC. 229. LOAN AND GRANT LIMITATIONS.

Section 514 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
U.S.C. 1484) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(j) PER PROJECT LIMITATIONS ON ASSIST-
ANCE.—If the Secretary, in making available as-
sistance in any area under this section or sec-
tion 516 (42 U.S.C. 1486), establishes a limitation
on the amount of assistance available per
project, the limitation on a grant or loan award
per project shall not be less than $5 million.”.
SEC. 230. OPERATING ASSISTANCE SUBSIDIES.

Subsection (a)(5) of section 521 of the Housing
Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490a(a)(5)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A) by inserting ‘‘or do-
mestic farm labor legally admitted to the United
States and authorized to work in agriculture’’
after “migrant farmworkers’’;

(2) in subparagraph (B)—

(A) by striking ‘‘AMOUNT.—In any fiscal
year’’ and inserting ‘“‘AMOUNT.—

“(i) HOUSING FOR MIGRANT FARMWORKERS.—
In any fiscal year’’;

(B) by inserting ‘‘providing housing for mi-
grant farmworkers’ after ‘“‘any project’’; and

(C) by inserting at the end the following:

‘(i) HOUSING FOR OTHER FARM LABOR.—In
any fiscal year, the assistance provided under
this paragraph for any project providing hous-
ing for domestic farm labor legally admitted to
the United States and authoriced to work in ag-
riculture shall not exceed an amount equal to 50
percent of the operating costs for the project for
the year, as determined by the Secretary. The
owner of such project shall not qualify for oper-
ating assistance unless the Secretary certifies
that the project was unoccupied or underuti-
lized before making units available to such farm
labor, and that a grant under this section will
not displace any farm worker who is a United
States worker.”’; and

(3) in subparagraph (D), by adding at the end
the following:
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‘“(iii) The term ‘domestic farm labor’ has the
same meaning given such term in section
514(F)(3) (42 U.S.C. 1484(f)(3)), except that sub-
paragraph (A4) of such section shall not apply
for purposes this section.’’.

SEC. 231. ELIGIBILITY OF CERTIFIED WORKERS.

Subsection (a) of section 214 of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1980 (42
U.S.C. 1436a) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (6), by striking “or’’ at the
end;

(2) by redesignating paragraph (7) as para-
graph (8); and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (6) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(7) an alien granted certified agricultural
worker or certified agricultural dependent sta-
tus under title I of the Farm Workforce Mod-
ernization Act of 2021, but solely for financial
assistance made available pursuant to section
521 or 542 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C.
1490a, 14907); or’’.

Subtitle C—Foreign Labor Recruiter
Accountability
SEC. 251. REGISTRATION OF FOREIGN LABOR RE-
CRUITERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Labor, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State and the Secretary of Homeland
Security, shall establish procedures for the elec-
tronic registration of foreign labor recruiters en-
gaged in the recruitment of nonimmigrant work-
ers described in section 101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a)) to perform agricultural
labor or services in the United States.

(b) PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS.—The proce-
dures described in subsection (a) shall—

(1) require the applicant to submit a sworn
declaration—

(A) stating the applicant’s permanent place of
residence or principal place of business, as ap-
plicable;

(B) describing the foreign labor recruiting ac-
tivities in which the applicant is engaged; and

(C) including such other relevant information
as the Secretary of Labor and the Secretary of
State may require;

(2) include an expeditious means to update
and renew registrations;

(3) include a process, which shall include the
placement of personnel at each United States
diplomatic mission in accordance with Ssub-
section (g)(2), to receive information from the
public regarding foreign labor recruiters who
have allegedly engaged in a foreign labor re-
cruiting activity that is prohibited under this
subtitle;

(4) include procedures for the receipt and
processing of complaints against foreign labor
recruiters and for remedies, including the rev-
ocation of a registration or the assessment of
fines upon a determination by the Secretary of
Labor that the foreign labor recruiter has vio-
lated the requirements of this subtitle;

(5) require the applicant to post a bond in an
amount sufficient to ensure the ability of the
applicant to discharge its responsibilities and
ensure protection of workers, including payment
of wages; and

(6) allow the Secretary of Labor and the Sec-
retary of State to consult with other appropriate
Federal agencies to determine whether any rea-
son exists to deny registration to a foreign labor
recruiter or revoke such registration.

(c) ATTESTATIONS.—Foreign labor recruiters
registering under this subtitle shall attest and
agree to abide by the following requirements:

(1) PROHIBITED FEES.—The foreign labor re-
cruiter, including any agent or employee of such
foreign labor recruiter, shall not assess any re-
cruitment fees on a worker for any foreign labor
recruiting activity.

(2) PROHIBITION ON FALSE AND MISLEADING IN-
FORMATION.—The foreign labor recruiter shall
not knowingly provide materially false or mis-
leading information to any worker concerning
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any matter required to be disclosed under this
subtitle.

(3) REQUIRED DISCLOSURES.—The foreign labor
recruiter shall ascertain and disclose to the
worker in writing in English and in the primary
language of the worker at the time of the work-
er’s recruitment, the following information:

(A) The identity and address of the employer
and the identity and address of the person con-
ducting the recruiting on behalf of the em-
ployer, including each subcontractor or agent
involved in such recruiting.

(B) A copy of the approved job order or work
contract under section 218 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act, including all assurances
and terms and conditions of employment.

(C) A statement, in a form specified by the
Secretary—

(i) describing the general terms and conditions
associated with obtaining an H-2A visa and
maintaining H-2A status;

(ii) affirming the prohibition on the assess-
ment of fees described in paragraph (1), and ex-
plaining that such fees, if paid by the employer,
may not be passed on to the worker;

(iii) describing the protections afforded the
worker under this subtitle, including procedures
for reporting violations to the Secretary of
State, filing a complaint with the Secretary of
Labor, or filing a civil action; and

(iv) describing the protections afforded the
worker by section 202 of the William Wilberforce
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization
Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 1375b), including the tele-
phone number for the national human traf-
ficking resource center hotline number.

(4) BOND.—The foreign labor recruiter shall
agree to maintain a bond sufficient to ensure
the ability of the foreign labor recruiter to dis-
charge its responsibilities and ensure protection
of workers, and to forfeit such bond in an
amount determined by the Secretary under sub-
sections (b)(1)(C)(ii) or (c)(2)(C) of section 252
for failure to comply with the provisions of this
subtitle.

(5) COOPERATION IN INVESTIGATION.—The for-
eign labor recruiter shall agree to cooperate in
any investigation under section 252 of this sub-
title by the Secretary or other appropriate au-
thorities.

(6) NO RETALIATION.—The foreign labor re-
cruiter shall agree to refrain from intimidating,
threatening, restraining, coercing, discharging,
blacklisting or in any other manner discrimi-
nating or retaliating against any worker or
their family members (including a former worker
or an applicant for employment) because such
worker disclosed information to any person
based on a reason to believe that the foreign
labor recruiter, or any agent or subcontractee of
such foreign labor recruiter, is engaging or has
engaged in a foreign labor recruiting activity
that does not comply with this subtitle.

(7) EMPLOYEES, AGENTS, AND
SUBCONTRACTEES.—The foreign labor recruiter
shall consent to be liable for the conduct of any
agents or subcontractees of any level in relation
to the foreign labor recruiting activity of the
agent or subcontractee to the same extent as if
the foreign labor recruiter had engaged in such
conduct.

(8) ENFORCEMENT.—If the foreign labor re-
cruiter is conducting foreign labor recruiting ac-
tivity wholly outside the United States, such
foreign labor recruiter shall establish a reg-
istered agent in the United States who is au-
thorized to accept service of process on behalf of
the foreign labor recruiter for the purpose of
any administrative proceeding under this title or
any Federal court civil action, if such service is
made in accordance with the appropriate Fed-
eral rules for service of process.

(d) TERM OF REGISTRATION.—Unless sus-
pended or revoked, a registration under this sec-
tion shall be valid for 2 years.

(e) APPLICATION FEE.—The Secretary shall re-
quire a foreign labor recruiter that submits an
application for registration under this section to
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pay a reasonable fee, sufficient to cover the full
costs of carrying out the registration activities
under this subtitle.

(f) NOTIFICATION.—

(1) EMPLOYER NOTIFICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than
once every year, an employer of H-2A workers
shall provide the Secretary with the names and
addresses of all foreign labor recruiters engaged
to perform foreign labor recruiting activity on
behalf of the employer, whether the foreign
labor recruiter is to receive any economic com-
pensation for such services, and, if so, the iden-
tity of the person or entity who is paying for the
services.

(B) AGREEMENT TO COOPERATE.—In addition
to the requirements of subparagraph (A), the
employer shall—

(i) provide to the Secretary the identity of any
foreign labor recruiter whom the employer has
reason to believe is engaging in foreign labor re-
cruiting activities that do not comply with this
subtitle; and

(ii) promptly respond to any request by the
Secretary for information regarding the identity
of a foreign labor recruiter with whom the em-
ployer has a contract or other agreement.

(2) FOREIGN LABOR RECRUITER NOTIFICA-
TION.—A registered foreign labor recruiter shall
notify the Secretary, not less frequently than
once every year, of the identity of any subcon-
tractee, agent, or foreign labor recruiter em-
ployee involved in any foreign labor recruiting
activity for, or on behalf of, the foreign labor re-
cruiter.

(9) ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SEC-
RETARY OF STATE.—

(1) LiSTS.—The Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Labor shall
maintain and make publicly available in written
form and on the websites of United States em-
bassies in the official language of that country,
and on websites maintained by the Secretary of
Labor, regularly updated lists—

(A) of foreign labor recruiters who hold valid
registrations under this section, including—

(i) the name and address of the foreign labor
recruiter;

(ii) the countries in which such recruiters con-
duct recruitment;

(iii) the employers for whom recruiting is con-
ducted;

(iv) the occupations that are the subject of re-
cruitment;

(v) the States where recruited workers are em-
ployed; and

(vi) the name and address of the registered
agent in the United States who is authorized to
accept service of process on behalf of the foreign
labor recruiter; and

(B) of foreign labor recruiters whose registra-
tion the Secretary has revoked.

(2) PERSONNEL.—The Secretary of State shall
ensure that each United States diplomatic mis-
sion is staffed with a person who shall be re-
sponsible for receiving information from mem-
bers of the public regarding potential violations
of the requirements applicable to registered for-
eign labor recruiters and ensuring that such in-
formation is conveyed to the Secretary of Labor
for evaluation and initiation of an enforcement
action, if appropriate.

(3) VISA APPLICATION PROCEDURES.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that consular officers issuing
visas to nonimmigrants under  section
101(a)(1)(H)(ii)(a) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 11001(a)(1)(H)(ii)(a))—

(A) provide to and review with the applicant,
in the applicant’s language (or a language the
applicant understands), a copy of the informa-
tion and resources pamphlet required by section
202 of the William Wilberforce Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008 (8
U.S.C. 1375b);

(B) ensure that the applicant has a copy of
the approved job offer or work contract;

(C) note in the visa application file whether
the foreign labor recruiter has a valid registra-
tion under this section; and

March 18, 2021

(D) if the foreign labor recruiter holds a valid
registration, review and include in the visa ap-
plication file, the foreign labor recruiter’s disclo-
sures required by subsection (c)(3).

(4) DATA.—The Secretary of State shall make
publicly available online, on an annual basis,
data disclosing the gender, country of origin
(and State, county, or province, if available),
age, wage, level of training, and occupational
classification, disaggregated by State, of non-
immigrant  workers  described in  section
101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act.

SEC. 252. ENFORCEMENT.

(a) DENIAL OR REVOCATION OF REGISTRA-
TION.—

(1) GROUNDS FOR DENIAL OR REVOCATION.—
The Secretary shall deny an application for reg-
istration, or revoke a registration, if the Sec-
retary determines that the foreign labor re-
cruiter, or any agent or subcontractee of such
foreign labor recruiter—

(A) knowingly made a material misrepresenta-
tion in the registration application;

(B) materially failed to comply with one or
more of the attestations provided under section
251(c); or

(C) is not the real party in interest.

(2) NOTICE.—Prior to denying an application
for registration or revoking a registration under
this subsection, the Secretary shall provide writ-
ten notice of the intent to deny or revoke the
registration to the foreign labor recruiter. Such
notice shall—

(A) articulate with specificity all grounds for
denial or revocation; and

(B) provide the foreign labor recruiter with
not less than 60 days to respond.

(3) RE-REGISTRATION.—A foreign labor re-
cruiter whose registration was revoked under
subsection (a) may re-register if the foreign
labor recruiter demonstrates to the Secretary’s
satisfaction that the foreign labor recruiter has
not violated this subtitle in the 5 years pre-
ceding the date an application for registration is
filed and has taken sufficient steps to prevent
future violations of this subtitle.

(b) ADMINISTRATIVE ENFORCEMENT.—

(1) COMPLAINT PROCESS.—

(A) FILING.—A complaint may be filed with
the Secretary of Labor, in accordance with the
procedures established under section 251(b)(4)
not later than 2 years after the earlier of—

(i) the date of the last action which con-
stituted the conduct that is the subject of the
complaint took place; or

(ii) the date on which the aggrieved party had
actual knowledge of such conduct.

(B) DECISION AND PENALTIES.—If the Sec-
retary of Labor finds, after notice and an oppor-
tunity for a hearing, that a foreign labor re-
cruiter failed to comply with any of the require-
ments of this subtitle, the Secretary of Labor
may—

(i) levy a fine against the foreign labor re-
cruiter in an amount not more than—

(1) $10,000 per violation; and

(1I) $25,000 per violation, upon the third viola-
tion;

(ii) order the forfeiture (or partial forfeiture)
of the bond and release of as much of the bond
as the Secretary determines is necessary for the
worker to recover prohibited recruitment fees;

(iii) refuse to issue or renew a registration, or
revoke a registration; or

(iv) disqualify the foreign labor recruiter from
registration for a period of up to 5 years, or in
the case of a subsequent finding involving will-
ful or multiple material violations, permanently
disqualify the foreign labor recruiter from reg-
istration.

(2) AUTHORITY TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE.—The
Secretary of Labor is authoriced to take other
such actions, including issuing subpoenas and
seeking appropriate injunctive relief, as may be
necessary to assure compliance with the terms
and conditions of this subtitle.
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(3) STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection may be construed as limiting the
authority of the Secretary of Labor to conduct
an investigation—

(A) under any other law, including any law
affecting migrant and seasonal agricultural
workers; or

(B) in the absence of a complaint.

(c) CIvVIL ACTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Labor or
any person aggrieved by a violation of this sub-
title may bring a civil action against any foreign
labor recruiter, or any employer that does not
meet the requirements under subsection (d)(1),
in any court of competent jurisdiction—

(A) to seek remedial action, including injunc-
tive relief; and

(B) for damages in accordance with the provi-
sions of this subsection.

(2) AWARD FOR CIVIL ACTION FILED BY AN INDI-
VIDUAL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the court finds in a civil
action filed by an individual under this section
that the defendant has violated any provision of
this subtitle, the court may award—

(i) damages, up to and including an amount
equal to the amount of actual damages, and
statutory damages of up to $1,000 per plaintiff
per violation, or other equitable relief, except
that with respect to statutory damages—

(1) multiple infractions of a single provision of
this subtitle (or of a regulation under this sub-
title) shall constitute only one violation for pur-
poses of this subsection to determine the amount
of statutory damages due a plaintiff; and

(I1) if such complaint is certified as a class ac-
tion the court may award—

(aa) damages up to an amount equal to the
amount of actual damages; and

(bb) statutory damages of not more than the
lesser of up to $1,000 per class member per viola-
tion, or up to $500,000; and other equitable re-
lief;

(ii) reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs; and

(iii) such other and further relief as necessary
to effectuate the purposes of this subtitle.

(B) CRITERIA.—In determining the amount of
statutory damages to be awarded under sub-
paragraph (A), the court is authorized to con-
sider whether an attempt was made to resolve
the issues in dispute before the resort to litiga-
tion.

(C) BOND.—To satisfy the damages, fees, and
costs found owing under this paragraph, the
Secretary shall release as much of the bond held
pursuant to section 251(c)(4) as necessary.

(3) SUMS RECOVERED IN ACTIONS BY THE SEC-
RETARY OF LABOR.—

(A) ESTABLISHMENT OF ACCOUNT.—There is es-
tablished in the general fund of the Treasury a
separate account, which shall be known as the
“H-2A Foreign Labor Recruiter Compensation
Account’’. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sions of law, there shall be deposited as offset-
ting receipts into the account, all sums recov-
ered in an action by the Secretary of Labor
under this subsection.

(B) USE OF FUNDS.—Amounts deposited into
the H-2A Foreign Labor Recruiter Compensa-
tion Account and shall be paid directly to each
worker affected. Any such sums not paid to a
worker because of inability to do so within a pe-
riod of 5 years following the date such funds are
deposited into the account shall remain avail-
able to the Secretary until expended. The Sec-
retary may transfer all or a portion of such re-
maining sums to appropriate agencies to support
the enforcement of the laws prohibiting the traf-
ficking and exploitation of persons or programs
that aid trafficking victims.

(d) EMPLOYER SAFE HARBOR.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An employer that hires
workers referred by a foreign labor recruiter
with a valid registration at the time of hiring
shall not be held jointly liable for a violation
committed solely by a foreign labor recruiter
under this subtitle—

(4) in any administrative action initiated by
the Secretary concerning such violation; or
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(B) in any Federal or State civil court action
filed against the foreign labor recruiter by or on
behalf of such workers or other aggrieved party
under this subtitle.

(2) CLARIFICATION.—Nothing in this subtitle
shall be construed to prohibit an aggrieved
party or parties from bringing a civil action for
violations of this subtitle or any other Federal
or State law against any employer who hired
workers referred by a foreign labor recruiter—

(A) without a valid registration at the time of
hire; or

(B) with a valid registration if the employer
knew or learned of the violation and failed to
report such violation to the Secretary.

(e) PAROLE TO PURSUE RELIEF.—If other im-
migration relief is not available, the Secretary of
Homeland Security may grant parole to permit
an individual to remain legally in the United
States for time sufficient to fully and effectively
participate in all legal proceedings related to
any action taken pursuant to subsection (b) or
(c).

(f) WAIVER OF RIGHTS.—Agreements by em-
ployees purporting to waive or to modify their
rights under this subtitle shall be void as con-
trary to public policy.

(9) LIABILITY FOR AGENTS.—Foreign labor re-
cruiters shall be subject to the provisions of this
section for violations committed by the foreign
labor recruiter’s agents or subcontractees of any
level in relation to their foreign labor recruiting
activity to the same extent as if the foreign labor
recruiter had committed the violation.

SEC. 253. APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary for the Secretary of
Labor and Secretary of State to carry out the
provisions of this subtitle.

SEC. 254. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this subtitle:

(1) FOREIGN LABOR RECRUITER.—The term
“foreign labor recruiter’’ means any person who
performs foreign labor recruiting activity in ex-
change for money or other valuable consider-
ation paid or promised to be paid, to recruit in-
dividuals to work as nonimmigrant workers de-
scribed in section 101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a)), including any person who
performs foreign labor recruiting activity wholly
outside of the United States. Such term does not
include any entity of the United States Govern-
ment or an employer, or employee of an em-
ployer, who engages in foreign labor recruiting
activity solely to find employees for that em-
ployer’s own use, and without the participation
of any other foreign labor recruiter.

(2) FOREIGN LABOR RECRUITING ACTIVITY.—
The term ‘“‘foreign labor recruiting activity’’
means recruiting, soliciting, or related activities
with respect to an individual who resides out-
side of the United States in furtherance of em-
ployment in the United States, including when
such activity occurs wholly outside of the
United States.

(3) RECRUITMENT FEES.—The term ‘‘recruit-
ment fees’’ has the meaning given to such term
under section 22.1702 of title 22 of the Code of
Federal Regulations, as in effect on the date of
enactment of this Act.

(4) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means any
natural person or any corporation, company,
firm, partnership, joint stock company or asso-
ciation or other organization or entity (whether
organized under law or not), including munic-
ipal corporations.

TITLE III—ELECTRONIC VERIFICATION OF
EMPLOYMENT ELIGIBILITY
SEC. 301. ELECTRONIC EMPLOYMENT ELIGIBILITY
VERIFICATION SYSTEM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 8 of title II of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1321
et seq.) is amended by inserting after section
274D the following:
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“SEC. 274E. REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ELEC-
TRONIC VERIFICATION OF EMPLOY-
MENT ELIGIBILITY.

“(a) EMPLOYMENT ELIGIBILITY VERIFICATION
SYSTEM.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Homeland
Security (referred to in this section as the ‘Sec-
retary’) shall establish and administer an elec-
tronic verification system (referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘System’), patterned on the E-Verify
Program described in section 403(a) of the Illegal
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsi-
bility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1324a note) (as in ef-
fect on the day before the effective date de-
scribed in section 303(a)(4) of the Farm Work-
force Modernization Act of 2021), and using the
employment eligibility confirmation system es-
tablished under section 404 of such Act (8 U.S.C.
1324a note) (as so in effect) as a foundation,
through which the Secretary shall—

““(A) respond to inquiries made by persons or
entities seeking to wverify the identity and em-
ployment authorization of individuals that such
persons or entities seek to hire, or to recruit or
refer for a fee, for employment in the United
States; and

‘““(B) maintain records of the inquiries that
were made, and of verifications provided (or not
provided) to such persons or entities as evidence
of compliance with the requirements of this sec-
tion.

““(2) INITIAL RESPONSE DEADLINE.—The System
shall provide confirmation or a tentative non-
confirmation of an individual’s identity and em-
ployment authorization as soon as practicable,
but not later than 3 calendar days after the ini-
tial inquiry.

““(3) GENERAL DESIGN AND OPERATION OF SYS-
TEM.—The Secretary shall design and operate
the System—

“(A) using responsive web design and other
technologies to maximize its ease of use and ac-
cessibility for users on a variety of electronic de-
vices and screen sizes, and in remote locations;

““(B) to maximize the accuracy of responses to
inquiries submitted by persons or entities;

“(C) to maximize the reliability of the System
and to register each instance when the System is
unable to receive inquiries;

‘““(D) to protect the privacy and security of the
personally identifiable information maintained
by or submitted to the System;

‘““(E) to provide direct notification of an in-
quiry to an individual with respect to whom the
inquiry is made, including the results of such
inquiry, and information related to the process
for challenging the results, in cases in which the
individual has established a user account as de-
scribed in paragraph (4)(B) or an electronic mail
address for the individual is submitted by the
person or entity at the time the inquiry is made;
and

‘“(F) to maintain appropriate administrative,
technical, and physical safeguards to prevent
misuse of the System and unfair immigration-re-
lated employment practices.

““(4) MEASURES TO PREVENT IDENTITY THEFT
AND OTHER FORMS OF FRAUD.—To prevent iden-
tity theft and other forms of fraud, the Sec-
retary shall design and operate the System with
the following attributes:

‘““(A) PHOTO MATCHING TOOL.—The System
shall display the digital photograph of the indi-
vidual, if any, that corresponds to the document
presented by an individual to establish identity
and employment authorization so that the per-
son or entity that makes an inquiry can com-
pare the photograph displayed by the System to
the photograph on the document presented by
the individual.

““(B) INDIVIDUAL MONITORING AND SUSPENSION
OF IDENTIFYING INFORMATION.—The System
shall enable individuals to establish user ac-
counts, after authentication of an individual’s
identity, that would allow an individual to—

‘(i) confirm the individual’s own employment
authorization;

“‘(ii) receive electronic notification when the
individual’s social security account number or
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other personally identifying
been submitted to the System;

“‘(iii) monitor the use history of the individ-
ual’s personally identifying information in the
System, including the identities of all persons or
entities that have submitted such identifying in-
formation to the System, the date of each query
run, and the System response for each query
run;

“(iv) suspend or limit the use of the individ-
ual’s social security account number or other
personally identifying information for purposes
of the System; and

“(v) provide mnotice to the Department of
Homeland Security of any suspected identity
fraud or other improper use of personally identi-
fying information.

“(C) BLOCKING MISUSED SOCIAL SECURITY AC-
COUNT NUMBERS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the Commissioner of Social Security
(referred to in this section as the ‘Commis-
sioner’), shall develop, after publication in the
Federal Register and an opportunity for public
comment, a process in which social security ac-
count numbers that have been identified to be
subject to unusual multiple use in the System or
that are otherwise suspected or determined to
have been compromised by identity fraud or
other misuse, shall be blocked from use in the
System unless the individual using such number
is able to establish, through secure and fair pro-
cedures, that the individual is the legitimate
holder of the number.

“‘(ii)) NOTICE.—If the Secretary blocks or sus-
pends a social security account number under
this subparagraph, the Secretary shall provide
notice to the persons or entities that have made
inquiries to the System using such account num-
ber that the identity and employment authoriza-
tion of the individual who provided such ac-
count number must be re-verified.

‘(D) ADDITIONAL IDENTITY AUTHENTICATION
TOOL.—The Secretary shall develop, after publi-
cation in the Federal Register and an oppor-
tunity for public comment, additional security
measures to adequately verify the identity of an
individual whose identity may not be verified
using the photo tool described in subparagraph
(4). Such additional security measures—

‘(i) shall be kept up-to-date with techno-
logical advances; and

““(ii) shall be designed to provide a high level
of certainty with respect to identity authentica-
tion.

‘““(E) CHILD-LOCK PILOT PROGRAM.—The Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Commissioner,
shall establish a reliable, secure program
through which parents or legal guardians may
suspend or limit the use of the social security
account number or other personally identifying
information of a minor under their care for pur-
poses of the System. The Secretary may imple-
ment the program on a limited pilot basis before
making it fully available to all individuals.

““(5) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMISSIONER
OF SOCIAL SECURITY.—The Commissioner, in
consultation with the Secretary, shall establish
a reliable, secure method, which, within the
time periods specified in paragraph (2) and sub-
section (b)(4)(D)(i)(II), compares the name and
social security account number provided in an
inquiry against such information maintained by
the Commissioner in order to validate (or not
validate) the information provided by the person
or entity with respect to an individual whose
identity and employment authorization the per-
son or entity seeks to confirm, the correspond-
ence of the name and number, and whether the
individual has presented a social security ac-
count number that is not valid for employment.
The Commissioner shall not disclose or release
social security information (other than such
confirmation or mnonconfirmation) under the
System except as provided under this section.

““(6) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SECRETARY OF
HOMELAND SECURITY.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Homeland
Security shall establish a reliable, secure meth-
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od, which, within the time periods specified in
paragraph (2) and subsection (b)(4)(D)(i)(11),
compares the name and identification or other
authorization number (or any other information
determined relevant by the Secretary) which are
provided in an inquiry against such information
maintained or accessed by the Secretary in order
to wvalidate (or not validate) the information
provided, the correspondence of the name and
number, and whether the individual is author-
ized to be employed in the United States.

““(B) TRAINING.—The Secretary shall provide
and regularly update training materials on the
use of the System for persons and entities mak-
ing inquiries.

“(C) AubpiT.—The Secretary shall provide for
periodic auditing of the System to detect and
prevent misuse, discrimination, fraud, and iden-
tity theft, to protect privacy and assess System
accuracy, and to preserve the integrity and se-
curity of the information in the System.

‘(D) NOTICE OF SYSTEM CHANGES.—The Sec-
retary shall provide appropriate notification to
persons and entities registered in the System of
any change made by the Secretary or the Com-
missioner related to permitted and prohibited
documents, and use of the System.

“(7) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SECRETARY OF
STATE.—As part of the System, the Secretary of
State shall provide to the Secretary of Homeland
Security access to passport and visa information
as needed to confirm that a passport or passport
card presented under subsection (b)(3)(A)(i) con-
firms the employment authorization and iden-
tity of the individual presenting such document,
and that a passport, passport card, or visa pho-
tograph matches the Secretary of State’s
records, and shall provide such assistance as the
Secretary of Homeland Security may request in
order to resolve tentative monconfirmations or
final nonconfirmations relating to such informa-
tion.

““(8) UPDATING INFORMATION.—The Commis-
sioner, the Secretary of Homeland Security, and
the Secretary of State shall update records in
their custody in a manner that promotes max-
imum accuracy of the System and shall provide
a process for the prompt correction of erroneous
information, including instances in which it is
brought to their attention through the tentative
nonconfirmation review process under Sub-
section (b)(4)(D).

““(9) MANDATORY AND VOLUNTARY SYSTEM
USES.—

““A) MANDATORY USERS.—Except as otherwise
provided under Federal or State law, such as
sections 302 and 303 of the Farm Workforce
Modernization Act of 2021, nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed as requiring the use of
the System by any person or entity hiring, re-
cruiting, or referring for a fee, an individual for
employment in the United States.

““(B) VOLUNTARY USERS.—Beginning after the
date that is 30 days after the date on which
final rules are published under section 309(a) of
the Farm Workforce Modernization Act of 2021,
a person or entity may use the System on a vol-
untary basis to seek verification of the identity
and employment authorization of individuals
the person or entity is hiring, recruiting, or re-
ferring for a fee for employment in the United
States.

“(C) PROCESS FOR NON-USERS.—The employ-
ment verification process for any person or enti-
ty hiring, recruiting, or referring for a fee, an
individual for employment in the United States
shall be governed by section 274A(b) unless the
person or entity—

““(i) is required by Federal or State law to use
the System; or

“(ii) has opted to use the System voluntarily
in accordance with subparagraph (B).

‘“(10) NO FEE FOR USE.—The Secretary may
not charge a fee to an individual, person, or en-
tity related to the use of the System.

“(b) NEW HIRES, RECRUITMENT, AND REFER-
RAL.—Notwithstanding section 274A(b), the re-
quirements referred to in paragraphs (1)(B) and
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(3) of section 274A(a) are, in the case of a person
or entity that uses the System for the hiring, re-
cruiting, or referring for a fee, an individual for
employment in the United States, the following:

‘(1) INDIVIDUAL ATTESTATION OF EMPLOYMENT
AUTHORIZATION.—During the period beginning
on the date on which an offer of employment is
accepted and ending on the date of hire, the in-
dividual shall attest, under penalty of perjury
on a form designated by the Secretary, that the
individual is authorized to be employed in the
United States by providing on such form—

““(A) the individual’s name and date of birth;

‘““(B) the individual’s social security account
number (unless the individual has applied for
and not yet been issued such a number);

“(C) whether the individual is—

‘(i) a citizen or national of the United States;

““(ii) an alien lawfully admitted for permanent
residence; or

““(iii) an alien who is otherwise authorized by
the Secretary to be hired, recruited, or referred
for employment in the United States; and

‘D) if the individual does mnot attest to
United States citizenship or nationality, such
identification or other authorization number es-
tablished by the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity for the alien as the Secretary may specify.

“(2) EMPLOYER ATTESTATION AFTER EXAMINA-
TION OF DOCUMENTS.—Not later than 3 business
days after the date of hire, the person or entity
shall attest, under penalty of perjury on the
form designated by the Secretary for purposes of
paragraph (1), that it has verified that the indi-
vidual is not an unauthorized alien by—

‘““(A) obtaining from the individual the infor-
mation described in paragraph (1) and recording
such information on the form;

‘“(B) examining—

‘(i) a document described
(3)(A); or

‘“(ii)) a document described in paragraph
(3)(B) and a document described in paragraph
3)(C); and

‘“(C) attesting that the information recorded
on the form is consistent with the documents ex-
amined.

““(3) ACCEPTABLE DOCUMENTS.—

“(A) DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING EMPLOYMENT
AUTHORIZATION AND IDENTITY.—A document de-
scribed in this subparagraph is an individ-
ual’s—

““(i) United States passport or passport card;

“‘(ii) permanent resident card that contains a
photograph;

““(iii) foreign passport containing temporary
evidence of lawful permanent residence in the
form of an official I-551 (or successor) stamp
from the Department of Homeland Security or a
printed notation on a machine-readable immi-
grant visa;

“(iv) unexpired employment authorization
card that contains a photograph;

“(v) in the case of a nonimmigrant alien au-
thorized to engage in employment for a specific
employer incident to status, a foreign passport
with Form 1-94, Form I-94A, or other docu-
mentation as designated by the Secretary speci-
fying the alien’s nonimmigrant status as long as
such status has not yet expired and the pro-
posed employment is not in conflict with any re-
strictions or limitations identified in the docu-
mentation;

“(vi) passport from the Federated States of
Micronesia or the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands with Form 1-94, Form I[-94A, or other doc-
umentation as designated by the Secretary, indi-
cating nonimmigrant admission under the Com-
pact of Free Association Between the United
States and the Federated States of Micronesia or
the Republic of the Marshall Islands; or

“‘(vii) other document designated by the Sec-
retary, by notice published in the Federal Reg-
ister, if the document—

‘(1) contains a photograph of the individual,
biometric identification data, and other personal
identifying information relating to the indi-
vidual;

in paragraph
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“(II) is evidence of authorization for employ-
ment in the United States; and

“(I11) contains security features to make it re-
sistant to tampering, counterfeiting, and fraud-
ulent use.

“(B) DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING EMPLOYMENT
AUTHORIZATION.—A document described in this
subparagraph is—

‘(i) an individual’s social security account
number card (other than such a card which
specifies on the face that the issuance of the
card does mot authorize employment in the
United States); or

““(ii) a document establishing employment au-
thorization that the Secretary determines, by
notice published in the Federal Register, to be
acceptable for purposes of this subparagraph,
provided that such documentation contains se-
curity features to make it resistant to tampering,
counterfeiting, and fraudulent use.

“(C) DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING IDENTITY.—A
document described in this subparagraph is—

“(i) an individual’s driver’s license or identi-
fication card if it was issued by a State or one
of the outlying possessions of the United States
and contains a photograph and personal identi-
fying information relating to the individual;

“(ii) an individual’s unexpired United States
military identification card;

““(iii) an individual’s unexpired Native Amer-
ican tribal identification document issued by a
tribal entity recognized by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs;

“(iv) in the case of an individual under 18
years of age, a parent or legal guardian’s attes-
tation under penalty of law as to the identity
and age of the individual; or

“(v) a document establishing identity that the
Secretary determines, by notice published in the
Federal Register, to be acceptable for purposes
of this subparagraph, if such documentation
contains a photograph of the individual, biomet-
ric identification data, and other personal iden-
tifying information relating to the individual,
and security features to make it resistant to
tampering, counterfeiting, and fraudulent use.

‘(D) AUTHORITY TO PROHIBIT USE OF CERTAIN
DOCUMENTS.—If the Secretary finds that any
document or class of documents described in
subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) does not reliably
establish identity or employment authorization
or is being used fraudulently to an unacceptable
degree, the Secretary may, by notice published
in the Federal Register, prohibit or place condi-
tions on the use of such document or class of
documents for purposes of this section.

‘“(4) USE OF THE SYSTEM TO SCREEN IDENTITY
AND EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a person or
entity that uses the System for the hiring, re-
cruiting, or referring for a fee an individual for
employment in the United States, during the pe-
riod described in subparagraph (B), the person
or entity shall submit an inquiry through the
System described in subsection (a) to seek
verification of the identity and employment au-
thorization of the individual.

““(B) VERIFICATION PERIOD.—

‘““(i) IN GENERAL.—Ezxcept as provided in
clause (ii), and subject to subsection (d), the
verification period shall begin on the date of
hire and end on the date that is 3 business days
after the date of hire, or such other reasonable
period as the Secretary may prescribe.

“‘(ii) SPECIAL RULE.—In the case of an alien
who is authoriced to be employed in the United
States and who provides evidence from the So-
cial Security Administration that the alien has
applied for a social security account number,
the verification period shall end 3 business days
after the alien receives the social security ac-
count number.

““(C) CONFIRMATION.—If a person or entity re-
ceives confirmation of an individual’s identity
and employment authorization, the person or
entity shall record such confirmation on the
form designated by the Secretary for purposes of
paragraph (1).
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‘(D) TENTATIVE NONCONFIRMATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In cases of tentative non-
confirmation, the Secretary shall provide, in
consultation with the Commissioner, a process
for—

“(I) an individual to contest the tentative
nonconfirmation not later than 10 business days
after the date of the receipt of the notice de-
scribed in clause (ii); and

“(II) the Secretary to issue a confirmation or
final nonconfirmation of an individual’s iden-
tity and employment authorization not later
than 30 calendar days after the Secretary re-
ceives notice from the individual contesting a
tentative nonconfirmation.

““(ii) NOTICE.—If a person or entity receives a
tentative nonconfirmation of an individual’s
identity or employment authorization, the per-
son or entity shall, not later than 3 business
days after receipt, notify such individual in
writing in a language understood by the indi-
vidual and on a form designated by the Sec-
retary, that shall include a description of the
individual’s right to contest the tentative non-
confirmation. The person or entity shall attest,
under penalty of perjury, that the person or en-
tity provided (or attempted to provide) such no-
tice to the individual, and the individual shall
acknowledge receipt of such notice in a manner
specified by the Secretary.

““(iii) NO CONTEST.—

“(I) IN GENERAL.—A tentative monconfirma-
tion shall become final if, upon receiving the no-
tice described in clause (ii), the individual—

“(aa) refuses to acknowledge receipt of such
notice;

“(bb) acknowledges in writing, in a manner
specified by the Secretary, that the individual
will not contest the tentative monconfirmation;
or

““(cc) fails to contest the tentative moncon-
firmation within the 10-business-day period be-
ginning on the date the individual received such
notice.

““(11) RECORD OF NO CONTEST.—The person or
entity shall indicate in the System that the indi-
vidual did mot contest the tentative noncon-
firmation and shall specify the reason the ten-
tative nonconfirmation became final under sub-
clause (I).

“(11I) EFFECT OF FAILURE TO CONTEST.—An
individual’s failure to contest a tentative non-
confirmation shall not be considered an admis-
sion of any fact with respect to any violation of
this Act or any other provision of law.

“(iv) CONTEST.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An individual may contest
a tentative monconfirmation by using the ten-
tative monconfirmation review process under
clause (i), not later than 10 business days after
receiving the notice described in clause (ii). Ex-
cept as provided in clause (iii), the moncon-
firmation shall remain tentative until a con-
firmation or final nonconfirmation is provided
by the System.

“(II) PROHIBITION ON TERMINATION.—In no
case shall a person or entity terminate employ-
ment or take any adverse employment action
against an individual for failure to obtain con-
firmation of the individual’s identity and em-
ployment authorization until the person or enti-
ty receives a mnotice of final nmonconfirmation
from the System. Nothing in this subclause shall
prohibit an employer from terminating the em-
ployment of the individual for any other lawful
reason.

““(I1I) CONFIRMATION OR FINAL NONCONFIRMA-
TION.—The Secretary, in consultation with the
Commissioner, shall issue notice of a confirma-
tion or final nonconfirmation of the individual’s
identity and employment authorization not later
than 30 calendar days after the date the Sec-
retary receives motice from the individual con-
testing the tentative nonconfirmation.

“(E) FINAL NONCONFIRMATION.—

‘(i) NOTICE.—If a person or entity receives a
final nonconfirmation of an individual’s iden-
tity or employment authorization, the person or
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entity shall, not later than 3 business days after
receipt, notify such individual of the final non-
confirmation in writing, on a form designated
by the Secretary, which shall include informa-
tion regarding the individual’s right to appeal
the final monconfirmation as provided under
subparagraph (F). The person or entity shall at-
test, under penalty of perjury, that the person
or entity provided (or attempted to provide) the
notice to the individual, and the individual
shall acknowledge receipt of such notice in a
manner designated by the Secretary.

““(ii)) TERMINATION OR NOTIFICATION OF CON-
TINUED EMPLOYMENT.—If a person or entity re-
ceives a final nonconfirmation regarding an in-
dividual, the person or entity may terminate em-
ployment of the individual. If the person or en-
tity does mot terminate such employment pend-
ing appeal of the final nonconfirmation, the
person or entity shall notify the Secretary of
such fact through the System. Failure to notify
the Secretary in accordance with this clause
shall be deemed a violation of section
274 A(a)(1)(A).

‘‘(iii)) PRESUMPTION OF VIOLATION FOR CONTIN-
UED EMPLOYMENT.—If a person or entity con-
tinues to employ an individual after receipt of a
final nonconfirmation, there shall be a rebutta-
ble presumption that the person or entity has
violated paragraphs (1)(A) and (a)(2) of section
274 A(a).

‘“(F) APPEAL OF FINAL NONCONFIRMATION.—

““(i) ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL.—The Secretary,
in consultation with the Commissioner, shall de-
velop a process by which an individual may seek
administrative review of a final nonconfirma-
tion. Such process shall—

‘(1) permit the individual to submit additional
evidence establishing identity or employment
authorization;

“(II) ensure prompt resolution of an appeal
(but in no event shall there be a failure to re-
spond to an appeal within 30 days); and

“(1II) permit the Secretary to impose a civil
money penalty (not to exceed $500) on an indi-
vidual upon finding that an appeal was frivo-
lous or filed for purposes of delay.

““(ii) COMPENSATION FOR LOST WAGES RESULT-
ING FROM GOVERNMENT ERROR OR OMISSION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If, upon consideration of
an appeal of a final nonconfirmation, the Sec-
retary determines that the final nonconfirma-
tion was issued in error, the Secretary shall fur-
ther determine whether the final nonconfirma-
tion was the result of government error or omis-
sion. If the Secretary determines that the final
nonconfirmation was solely the result of govern-
ment error or omission and the individual was
terminated from employment, the Secretary shall
compensate the individual for lost wages.

“(1I) CALCULATION OF LOST WAGES.—Lost
wages shall be calculated based on the wage
rate and work schedule that were in effect prior
to the individual’s termination. The individual
shall be compensated for lost wages beginning
on the first scheduled work day after employ-
ment was terminated and ending 90 days after
completion of the administrative review process
described in this subparagraph or the day the
individual is reinstated or obtains other employ-
ment, whichever occurs first.

““(I1I) LIMITATION ON COMPENSATION.—No
compensation for lost wages shall be awarded
for any period during which the individual was
not authorized for employment in the United
States.

““(IV) SOURCE OF FUNDS.—There is established
in the general fund of the Treasury, a separate
account which shall be known as the ‘Electronic
Verification Compensation Account’. Fees col-
lected under subsections (f) and (g) shall be de-
posited in the Electronic Verification Compensa-
tion Account and shall remain available for
purposes of providing compensation for lost
wages under this subclause.

‘“(iii) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—Not later than 30
days after the dismissal of an appeal under this
subparagraph, an individual may seek judicial
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review of such dismissal in the United States
District Court in the jurisdiction in which the
employer resides or conducts business.

““(5) RETENTION OF VERIFICATION RECORDS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—After completing the form
designated by the Secretary in accordance with
paragraphs (1) and (2), the person or entity
shall retain the form in paper, microfiche,
microfilm, electronic, or other format deemed ac-
ceptable by the Secretary, and make it available
for inspection by officers of the Department of
Homeland Security, the Department of Justice,
or the Department of Labor during the period
beginning on the date the verification is com-
pleted and ending on the later of—

““(i) the date that is 3 years after the date of
hire; or

‘‘(ii) the date that is 1 year after the date on
which the individual’s employment is termi-
nated.

“(B) COPYING OF DOCUMENTATION PER-
MITTED.—Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, a person or entity may copy a document
presented by an individual pursuant to this sec-
tion and may retain the copy, but only for the
purpose of complying with the requirements of
this section.

““(c) REVERIFICATION OF PREVIOUSLY HIRED
INDIVIDUALS.—

‘““(1) MANDATORY REVERIFICATION.—In the
case of a person or entity that uses the System
for the hiring, recruiting, or referring for a fee
an individual for employment in the United
States, the person or entity shall submit an in-
quiry using the System to verify the identity
and employment authorization of—

‘“(A4) an individual with a limited period of
employment authorization, within 3 business
days before the date on which such employment
authorication expires; and

‘“‘(B) an individual, not later than 10 days
after receiving a notification from the Secretary
requiring the wverification of such individual
pursuant to subsection (a)(4)(C).

“2) REVERIFICATION PROCEDURES.—The
verification procedures under subsection (b)
shall apply to reverifications under this sub-
section, except that employers shall—

“(A) use a form designated by the Secretary
for purposes of this paragraph; and

‘““(B) retain the form in paper, microfiche,
microfilm, electronic, or other format deemed ac-
ceptable by the Secretary, and make it available
for inspection by officers of the Department of
Homeland Security, the Department of Justice,
or the Department of Labor during the period
beginning on the date the reverification com-
mences and ending on the later of—

‘““(i) the date that is 3 years after the date of
reverification; or

‘“(ii) the date that is 1 year after the date on
which the individual’s employment is termi-
nated.

““(3) LIMITATION ON REVERIFICATION.—Except
as provided in paragraph (1), a person or entity
may not otherwise reverify the identity and em-
ployment authorization of a current employee,
including an employee continuing in employ-
ment.

“(d) GooD FAITH COMPLIANCE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this subsection, a person or entity that
uses the System is considered to have complied
with the requirements of this section notwith-
standing a technical failure of the System, or
other technical or procedural failure to meet
such requirement if there was a good faith at-
tempt to comply with the requirement.

“(2) EXCEPTION FOR FAILURE TO CORRECT
AFTER NOTICE.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply
if—

““(A) the failure is not de minimis;

‘““(B) the Secretary has provided notice to the
person or entity of the failure, including an ex-
planation as to why it is not de minimis;

“(C) the person or entity has been provided a
period of not less than 30 days (beginning after
the date of the notice) to correct the failure; and
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“(D) the person or entity has not corrected
the failure voluntarily within such period.

““(3) EXCEPTION FOR PATTERN OR PRACTICE
VIOLATORS.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a
person or entity that has engaged or is engaging
in a pattern or practice of violations of para-
graph (1)(A4) or (2) of section 274A(a).

‘“(4) DEFENSE.—In the case of a person or en-
tity that uses the System for the hiring, recruit-
ing, or referring for a fee an individual for em-
ployment in the United States, the person or en-
tity shall not be liable to a job applicant, an em-
ployee, the Federal Government, or a State or
local government, under Federal, State, or local
criminal or civil law, for any employment-re-
lated action taken with respect to an employee
in good-faith reliance on information provided
by the System. Such person or entity shall be
deemed to have established compliance with its
obligations under this section, absent a showing
by the Secretary, by clear and convincing evi-
dence, that the employer had knowledge that an
employee is an unauthorized alien.

““(e) LIMITATIONS.—

“(1) NO NATIONAL IDENTIFICATION CARD.—
Nothing in this section shall be construed to au-
thorize, directly or indirectly, the issuance or
use of national identification cards or the estab-
lishment of a national identification card.

““(2) USE OF RECORDS.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, nothing in this section
shall be construed to permit or allow any de-
partment, bureau, or other agency of the United
States Government to utilize any information,
database, or other records assembled under this
section for any purpose other than the
verification of identity and employment author-
ization of an individual or to ensure the secure,
appropriate, and non-discriminatory use of the
System.

“(f) PENALTIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Ezxcept as provided in this
subsection, the provisions of subsections (e)
through (g) of section 274A shall apply with re-
spect to compliance with the provisions of this
section and penalties for non-compliance for
persons or entitles that use the System.

“(2) CEASE AND DESIST ORDER WITH CIVIL
MONEY PENALTIES FOR HIRING, RECRUITING, AND
REFERRAL VIOLATIONS.—Notwithstanding the
civil money penalties set forth in section
274A(e)(4), with respect to a violation of para-
graph (1)(A) or (2) of section 274A(a) by a per-
son or entity that has hired, recruited, or re-
ferred for a fee, an individual for employment in
the United States, a cease and desist order—

““(A) shall require the person or entity to pay
a civil penalty in an amount, subject to sub-
section (d), of—

“(i) mot less than $2,500 and not more than
35,000 for each unauthorized alien with respect
to whom a violation of either such subsection
occurred;

‘(i) not less than $5,000 and mot more than
310,000 for each such alien in the case of a per-
son or entity previously subject to one order
under this paragraph; or

““(iii) mot less than $10,000 and not more than
325,000 for each such alien in the case of a per-
son or entity previously subject to more than
one order under this paragraph; and

“(B) may require the person or entity to take
such other remedial action as appropriate.

““(3) ORDER FOR CIVIL MONEY PENALTY FOR
VIOLATIONS.—With respect to a violation of sec-
tion 274A(a)(1)(B), the order under this para-
graph shall require the person or entity to pay
a civil penalty in an amount, subject to para-
graphs (4), (5), and (6), of not less than $1,000
and not more than $25,000 for each individual
with respect to whom such violation occurred.
Failure by a person or entity to utilize the Sys-
tem as required by law or providing information
to the System that the person or entity knows or
reasonably believes to be false, shall be treated
as a violation of section 274A(a)(1)(4).

‘“(4) EXEMPTION FROM PENALTY FOR GOOD
FAITH VIOLATION.—
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““(A) IN GENERAL.—A person or entity that
uses the System is presumed to have acted with
knowledge for purposes of paragraphs (1)(A)
and (2) of section 274A(a) if the person or entity
fails to make an inquiry to verify the identity
and employment authorization of the individual
through the System.

““(B) GOOD FAITH EXEMPTION.—In the case of
imposition of a civil penalty under paragraph
(2)(A) with respect to a violation of paragraph
(1)(A) or (2) of section 274A(a) for hiring or con-
tinuation of employment or recruitment or refer-
ral by a person or entity, and in the case of im-
position of a civil penalty under paragraph (3)
for a violation of section 274A(a)(1)(B) for hir-
ing or recruitment or referral by a person or en-
tity, the penalty otherwise imposed may be
waived or reduced if the person or entity estab-
lishes that the person or entity acted in good
faith.

““(5) MITIGATION ELEMENTS.—For purposes of
paragraphs (2)(A) and (3), when assessing the
level of civil money penalties, in addition to the
good faith of the person or entity being charged,
due consideration shall be given to the size of
the business, the seriousness of the violation,
whether or not the individual was an unauthor-
ized alien, and the history of previous viola-
tions.

‘““(6) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—Notwithstanding
section 274A(f)(1) and the provisions of any
other Federal law relating to fine levels, any
person or entity that is required to comply with
the provisions of this section and that engages
in a pattern or practice of violations of para-
graph (1) or (2) of section 274A(a), shall be fined
not more than $5,000 for each unauthorized
alien with respect to whom such a violation oc-
curs, imprisoned for mot more than 18 months,
or both.

““(7) ELECTRONIC VERIFICATION COMPENSATION
ACCOUNT.—Civil money penalties collected under
this subsection shall be deposited in the Elec-
tronic Verification Compensation Account for
the purpose of compensating individuals for lost
wages as a result of a final nonconfirmation
issued by the System that was based on govern-
ment error or omission, as set forth in subsection
(O)(A)(F)(@)(1V).

““(8) DEBARMENT.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—If a person or entity is de-
termined by the Secretary to be a repeat violator
of paragraph (1)(A) or (2) of section 274A(a) or
is convicted of a crime under section 274A, such
person or entity may be considered for debar-
ment from the receipt of Federal contracts,
grants, or cooperative agreements in accordance
with the debarment standards and pursuant to
the debarment procedures set forth in the Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation.

““(B) NO CONTRACT, GRANT, AGREEMENT.—If
the Secretary or the Attorney General wishes to
have a person or entity considered for debar-
ment in accordance with this paragraph, and
such a person or entity does not hold a Federal
contract, grant or cooperative agreement, the
Secretary or Attorney General shall refer the
matter to the Administrator of General Services
to determine whether to list the person or entity
on the List of Parties Excluded from Federal
Procurement, and if so, for what duration and
under what scope.

““(C) CONTRACT, GRANT, AGREEMENT.—If the
Secretary or the Attorney General wishes to
have a person or entity considered for debar-
ment in accordance with this paragraph, and
such person or entity holds a Federal contract,
grant, or cooperative agreement, the Secretary
or Attorney General shall advise all agencies or
departments holding a contract, grant, or coop-
erative agreement with the person or entity of
the Government’s interest in having the person
or entity considered for debarment, and after so-
liciting and considering the views of all such
agencies and departments, the Secretary or At-
torney General may refer the matter to the ap-
propriate lead agency to determine whether to
list the person or entity on the List of Parties
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Excluded from Federal Procurement, and if so,
for what duration and under what scope.

‘(D) REVIEW.—Any decision to debar a person
or entity in accordance with this subsection
shall be reviewable pursuant to part 9.4 of the
Federal Acquisition Regulation.

‘““(9) PREEMPTION.—The provisions of this sec-
tion preempt any State or local law, ordinance,
policy, or rule, including any criminal or civil
fine or penalty structure, relating to the hiring,
continued employment, or status verification for
employment eligibility purposes, of unauthor-
ized aliens, except that a State, locality, munici-
pality, or political subdivision may exercise its
authority over business licensing and similar
laws as a penalty for failure to use the System
as required under this section.

““(9) UNFAIR IMMIGRATION-RELATED EMPLOY-
MENT PRACTICES AND THE SYSTEM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to the prohibi-
tions on discrimination set forth in section 274B,
it is an unfair immigration-related employment
practice for a person or entity, in the course of
utilicing the System—

““(A) to use the System for screening an appli-
cant prior to the date of hire;

‘““(B) to terminate the employment of an indi-
vidual or take any adverse employment action
with respect to that individual due to a ten-
tative nonconfirmation issued by the System;

‘“(C) to use the System to screen any indi-
vidual for any purpose other than confirmation
of identity and employment authorization as
provided in this section;

‘(D) to use the System to verify the identity
and employment authorization of a current em-
ployee, including an employee continuing in em-
ployment, other than reverification authorized
under subsection (c);

‘““(E) to use the System to discriminate based
on national origin or citicenship status;

‘“(F) to willfully fail to provide an individual
with any notice required under this title;

‘“(G) to require an individual to make an in-
quiry under the self-verification procedures de-
scribed in subsection (a)(4)(B) or to provide the
results of such an inquiry as a condition of em-
ployment, or hiring, recruiting, or referring; or

‘“(H) to terminate the employment of an indi-
vidual or take any adverse employment action
with respect to that individual based upon the
need to verify the identity and employment au-
thorization of the individual as required by sub-
section (b).

“(2) PREEMPLOYMENT SCREENING AND BACK-
GROUND CHECK.—Nothing in paragraph (1)(A)
shall be construed to preclude a preemployment
screening or background check that is required
or permitted under any other provision of law.

““(3) CIVIL MONEY PENALTIES FOR DISCRIMINA-
TORY CONDUCT.—Notwithstanding section
274B(9)(2)(B)(iv), the penalties that may be im-
posed by an administrative law judge with re-
spect to a finding that a person or entity has
engaged in an unfair immigration-related em-
ployment practice described in paragraph (1)
are—

“(A) not less than $1,000 and not more than
$4,000 for each individual discriminated against;

‘““(B) in the case of a person or entity pre-
viously subject to a single order under this para-
graph, not less than $4,000 and not more than
$10,000 for each individual discriminated
against; and

‘“(C) in the case of a person or entity pre-
viously subject to more than one order under
this paragraph, not less than $6,000 and not
more than $20,000 for each individual discrimi-
nated against.

““(4) ELECTRONIC VERIFICATION COMPENSATION
ACCOUNT.—C1ivil money penalties collected under
this subsection shall be deposited in the Elec-
tronic Verification Compensation Account for
the purpose of compensating individuals for lost
wages as a result of a final nonconfirmation
issued by the System that was based on govern-
ment error or omission, as set forth in subsection

(D)E)(F)(@@)(IV).
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““(h) CLARIFICATION.—AIl rights and remedies
provided under any Federal, State, or local law
relating to workplace rights, including but not
limited to back pay, are available to an em-
ployee despite—

‘(1) the employee’s status as an unauthorized
alien during or after the period of employment;
or

“(2) the employer’s or employee’s failure to
comply with the requirements of this section.

‘(i) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘date of hire’ means the date on which employ-
ment for pay or other remuneration com-
mences.”’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Immigration and Nationality
Act is amended by inserting after the item relat-
ing to section 274D the following:

“Sec. 274E. Requirements for the electronic
verification of employment eligi-

bility.”.
SEC. 302. MANDATORY ELECTRONIC
VERIFICATION FOR THE AGRICUL-
TURAL INDUSTRY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The requirements for the
electronic verification of identity and employ-
ment authorization described in section 274E of
the Immigration and Nationality Act, as in-
serted by section 301 of this Act, shall apply to
a person or entity hiring, recruiting, or referring
for a fee an individual for agricultural employ-
ment in the United States in accordance with
the effective dates set forth in subsection (b).

(b) EFFECTIVE DATES.—

(1) HIRING.—Subsection (a) shall apply to a
person or entity hiring an individual for agri-
cultural employment in the United States as fol-
lows:

(A) With respect to employers having 500 or
more employees in the United States on the date
of the enactment of this Act, on the date that is
6 months after completion of the application pe-
riod described in section 101(c).

(B) With respect to employers having 100 or
more employees in the United States (but less
than 500 such employees) on the date of the en-
actment of this Act, on the date that is 9 months
after completion of the application period de-
scribed in section 101(c).

(C) With respect to employers having 20 or
more employees in the United States (but less
than 100 such employees) on the date of the en-
actment of this Act, on the date that is 12
months after completion of the application pe-
riod described in section 101(c).

(D) With respect to employers having one or
movre employees in the United States, (but less
than 20 such employees) on the date of the en-
actment of this Act, on the date that is 15
months after completion of the application pe-
riod described in section 101(c).

(2) RECRUITING AND REFERRING FOR A FEE.—
Subsection (a) shall apply to a person or entity
recruiting or referring for a fee an individual for
agricultural employment in the United States on
the date that is 12 months after completion of
the application period described in section
101(c).

(3) TRANSITION RULE.—Except as required
under subtitle A of title IV of the Illegal Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility
Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1324a note) (as in effect on
the day before the effective date described in
section 303(a)(4)), Executive Order No. 13465 (8
U.S.C. 1324a note; relating to Government pro-
curement), or any State law requiring persons or
entities to use the E-Verify Program described
in section 403(a) of the Illegal Immigration Re-
form and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996
(8 U.S.C. 1324a note) (as in effect on the day be-
fore the effective date described in section
303(a)(4)), sections 274A and 274B of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a and
1324b) shall apply to a person or entity hiring,
recruiting, or referring an individual for em-
ployment in the United States until the applica-
ble effective date under this subsection.
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(4) E-VERIFY VOLUNTARY USERS AND OTHERS
DESIRING EARLY COMPLIANCE.—Nothing in this
subsection shall be construed to prohibit persons
or entities, including persons or entities that
have voluntarily elected to participate in the E-
Verify Program described in section 403(a) of the
Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Re-
sponsibility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1324a note) (as
in effect on the day before the effective date de-
scribed in section 303(a)(4)), from seeking early
compliance on a voluntary basis.

(5) DELAYED IMPLEMENTATION.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, in consultation
with the Secretary of Agriculture, may delay the
effective dates described in paragraphs (1) and
(2) for a period not to exceed 180 days if the Sec-
retary determines, based on the most recent re-
port described in section 133 and other relevant
data, that a significant number of applications
under section 101 remain pending.

(c) RURAL ACCESS TO ASSISTANCE FOR TEN-
TATIVE NONCONFIRMATION REVIEW PROCESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Homeland
Security shall coordinate with the Secretary of
Agriculture, in consultation with the Commis-
sioner of Social Security, to create a process for
individuals to seek assistance in contesting a
tentative nonconfirmation as described in sec-
tion 274E(b)(4)(D) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, as inserted by section 301 of this
Act, at local offices or service centers of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

(2) STAFFING AND RESOURCES.—The Secretary
of Homeland Security and Secretary of Agri-
culture shall ensure that local offices and serv-
ice centers of the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture are staffed appropriately and have the
resources mecessary to provide information and
support to individuals seeking the assistance de-
scribed in paragraph (1), including by facili-
tating communication between such individuals
and the Department of Homeland Security or
the Social Security Administration.

(3) CLARIFICATION.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed to delegate authority
or transfer responsibility for reviewing and re-
solving tentative nonconfirmations from the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security and the Commis-
sioner of Social Security to the Secretary of Ag-
riculture.

(d) DOCUMENT ESTABLISHING EMPLOYMENT
AUTHORIZATION AND IDENTITY.—In accordance
with section 274E(b)(3)(A)(vii) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act, as inserted by section
301 of this Act, and not later than 12 months
after the completion of the application period
described in section 101(c) of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall recognize
documentary evidence of certified agricultural
worker status described in section 102(a)(2) of
this Act as valid proof of employment authoriza-
tion and identity for purposes of section
274E(b)(3)(A) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, as inserted by section 301 of this Act.

(e) AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT.—For pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘‘agricultural em-
ployment’ means agricultural labor or services,
as defined by section 101(a)(15)(H)(ii) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(15)(H)(ii)), as amended by this Act.

SEC. 303. COORDINATION WITH E-VERIFY PRO-
GRAM.

(a) REPEAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title IV of the
Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Re-
sponsibility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1324a note) is
repealed.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions, in section 1(d) of the Illegal Immigration
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of
1996, is amended by striking the items relating to
subtitle A of title IV.

(3) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any Fed-
eral, State, or local law, Executive order, rule,
regulation, or delegation of authority, or any
document of, or pertaining to, the Department
of Homeland Security, Department of Justice, or
the Social Security Administration, to the E-
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Verify Program described in section 403(a) of the
Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Re-
sponsibility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1324a note), or
to the employment eligibility confirmation sys-
tem established under section 404 of the Illegal
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsi-
bility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1324a note), is
deemed to refer to the employment eligibility
confirmation system established under section
274E of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as
inserted by section 301 of this Act.

(4) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This subsection, and the
amendments made by this subsection, shall take
effect on the date that is 30 days after the date
on which final rules are published under section
309(ar).

(b) FORMER E-VERIFY MANDATORY USERS, IN-
CLUDING FEDERAL CONTRACTORS.—Beginning on
the effective date in subsection (a)(4), the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall require em-
ployers required to participate in the E-Verify
Program described in section 403(a) of the Illegal
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsi-
bility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1324a note) by reason
of any Federal, State, or local law, Executive
order, rule, regulation, or delegation of author-
ity, including employers required to participate
in such program by reason of Federal acquisi-
tion laws (and regulations promulgated under
those laws, including the Federal Acquisition
Regulation), to comply with the requirements of
section 274E of the Immigration and Nationality
Act, as inserted by section 301 of this Act (and
any additional requirements of such Federal ac-
quisition laws and regulation) in lieu of any re-
quirement to participate in the E-Verify Pro-
gram.

(c) FORMER E-VERIFY VOLUNTARY USERS.—
Beginning on the effective date in subsection
(a)(4), the Secretary of Homeland Security shall
provide for the voluntary compliance with the
requirements of section 274E of the Immigration
and Nationality Act, as inserted by section 301
of this Act, by employers voluntarily electing to
participate in the E-Verify Program described in
section 403(a) of the Illegal Immigration Reform
and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 (8
U.S.C. 1324a note) before such date.

SEC. 304. FRAUD AND MISUSE OF DOCUMENTS.

Section 1546(b) of title 18, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘identifica-
tion document,” and inserting ‘‘identification
document or document meant to establish em-
ployment authorization,’’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘identifica-
tion document’” and inserting ‘‘identification
document or document meant to establish em-
ployment authorization,”’; and

(3) in the matter following paragraph (3) by

inserting ‘‘or section 274E(b)”’ after ‘‘section
274A(b)”.
SEC. 305. TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-

MENTS.

(a) UNLAWFUL EMPLOYMENT OF ALIENS.—Sec-
tion 274A of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(B)(ii) of subsection (a),
by striking ‘‘subsection (b).”” and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 274B.”’; and

(2) in the matter preceding paragraph (1) of
subsection (b), by striking ‘‘The requirements re-
ferred”” and inserting ‘‘Except as provided in
section 274E, the requirements referred’’.

(b) UNFAIR IMMIGRATION-RELATED EMPLOY-
MENT PRACTICES.—Section 274B(a)(1) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1324b(a)(1)) is amended in the matter preceding
subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘including mis-
use of the verification system as described in
section 274E(g)’’ after ‘‘referral for a fee,”’.

SEC. 306. PROTECTION OF SOCIAL SECURITY AD-
MINISTRATION PROGRAMS.

(a) FUNDING UNDER AGREEMENT.—Effective
for fiscal years beginning on or after October 1,
2021, the Commissioner and the Secretary shall
ensure that an agreement is in place which
shall—
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(1) provide funds to the Commissioner for the
full costs of the responsibilities of the Commis-
sioner with respect to employment eligibility
verification, including under this title and the
amendments made by this title, and including—

(A) acquiring, installing, and maintaining
technological equipment and systems necessary
for the fulfillment of such responsibilities, but
only that portion of such costs that are attrib-
utable exclusively to such responsibilities; and

(B) responding to individuals who contest a
tentative nonconfirmation or administratively
appeal a final nonconfirmation provided with
respect to employment eligibility verification;

(2) provide such funds annually in advance of
the applicable quarter based on an estimating
methodology agreed to by the Commissioner and
the Secretary (except in such instances where
the delayed enactment of an annual appropria-
tion may preclude such quarterly payments);
and

(3) require an annual accounting and rec-
onciliation of the actual costs incurred and the
funds provided under the agreement, which
shall be reviewed by the Inspectors General of
the Social Security Administration and the De-
partment of Homeland Security.

() CONTINUATION OF EMPLOYMENT
VERIFICATION IN ABSENCE OF TIMELY AGREE-
MENT.—In any case in which the agreement re-
quired under subsection (a) for any fiscal year
beginning on or after October 1, 2021, has not
been reached as of October 1 of such fiscal year,
the latest agreement described in such sub-
section shall be deemed in effect on an interim
basis for such fiscal year until such time as an
agreement required under subsection (a) is sub-
sequently reached, except that the terms of such
interim agreement shall be modified to adjust for
inflation and any increase or decrease in the
volume of requests under the employment eligi-
bility verification system. In any case in which
an interim agreement applies for any fiscal year
under this subsection, the Commissioner and the
Secretary shall, not later than October 1 of such
fiscal year, notify the Committee on Ways and
Means, the Committee on the Judiciary, and the
Committee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Finance,
the Committee on the Judiciary, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate of the
failure to reach the agreement required under
subsection (a) for such fiscal year. Until such
time as the agreement required under subsection
(a) has been reached for such fiscal year, the
Commissioner and the Secretary shall, not later
than the end of each 90-day period after Octo-
ber 1 of such fiscal year, notify such Committees
of the status of negotiations between the Com-
missioner and the Secretary in order to reach
such an agreement.

SEC. 307. REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE ELECTRONIC EMPLOYMENT
VERIFICATION SYSTEM.

Not later than 24 months after the date on
which final rules are published under section
309(a), and annually thereafter, the Secretary
shall submit to Congress a report that includes

the following:
(1) An assessment of the accuracy rates of the
responses of the electronic employment

verification system established wunder section
274E of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as
inserted by section 301 of this Act (referred to in
this section as the ‘‘System”’), including ten-
tative and final nonconfirmation notices issued
to employment-authorized individuals and con-
firmation notices issued to individuals who are
not employment-authorized.

(2) An assessment of any challenges faced by
persons or entities (including small employers)
in utilicing the System.

(3) An assessment of any challenges faced by
employment-authorized individuals who are
issued tentative or final nonconfirmation no-
tices.

(4) An assessment of the incidence of unfair
immigration-related employment practices, as
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described in section 274E(g) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act, as inserted by section 301
of this Act, related to the use of the System.

(5) An assessment of the photo matching and
other identity authentication tools, as described
in section 274E(a)(4) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, as inserted by section 301 of this
Act, including—

(A) an assessment of the accuracy rates of
such tools;

(B) an assessment of the effectiveness of such
tools at preventing identity fraud and other mis-
use of identifying information;

(C) an assessment of any challenges faced by
persons, entities, or individuals utilizing such
tools; and

(D) an assessment of operation and mainte-
nance costs associated with such tools.

(6) A summary of the activities and findings of
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigrations Services
E-Verify Monitoring and Compliance Branch,
or any successor office, including—

(A) the number, types and outcomes of audits,
investigations, and other compliance activities
initiated by the Branch in the previous year;

(B) the capacity of the Branch to detect and
prevent violations of section 274E(g) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act, as inserted by
this Act; and

(C) an assessment of the degree to which per-
sons and entities misuse the System, including—

(i) use of the System before an individual’s
date of hire;

(ii) failure to provide required notifications to
individuals;

(iii) use of the System to interfere with or oth-
erwise impede individuals’ assertions of their
rights under other laws; and

(iv) use of the System for unauthorized pur-
poses; and

(7) An assessment of the impact of implemen-
tation of the System in the agricultural industry
and the use of the verification system in agricul-
tural industry hiring and business practices.
SEC. 308. MODERNIZING AND STREAMLINING THE

EMPLOYMENT ELIGIBILITY
VERIFICATION PROCESS.

Not later than 12 months after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Commissioner, shall submit to
Congress a plan to modernize and streamline the
employment eligibility verification process that
shall include—

(1) procedures to allow persons and entities to
verify the identity and employment authoriza-
tion of mewly hired individuals where the in-
person, physical examination of identity and
employment authorization documents is mnot
practicable;

(2) a proposal to create a simplified employ-
ment verification process that allows employers
that utilice the employment eligibility
verification system established under section
274E of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as
inserted by section 301 of this Act, to verify the
identity and employment authorization of indi-
viduals without also having to complete and re-

tain Form 1-9, Employment  Eligibility
Verification, or any subsequent replacement
form; and

(3) any other proposal that the Secretary de-
termines would simplify the employment eligi-
bility verification process without compromising
the integrity or security of the system.

SEC. 309. RULEMAKING AND PAPERWORK REDUC-
TION ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
prior to the end of the application period de-
fined in section 101(c) of this Act, the Secretary
shall publish in the Federal Register proposed
rules implementing this title and the amend-
ments made by this title. The Secretary shall fi-
nalice such rules not later than 180 days after
the date of publication.

(b) PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The requirements under
chapter 35 of title 44, United States Code, (com-
monly known as the ‘‘Paperwork Reduction
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Act”’) shall apply to any action to implement
this title or the amendments made by this title.
(2) ELECTRONIC FORMS.—AIl forms designated
or established by the Secretary that are nec-
essary to implement this title and the amend-
ments made by this title shall be made available
in paper and electronic formats, and shall be de-
signed in such a manner to facilitate electronic
completion, storage, and transmittal.

(3) LIMITATION ON USE OF FORMS.—AIll forms
designated or established by the Secretary that
are mecessary to implement this title, and the
amendments made by this title, and any infor-
mation contained in or appended to such forms,
may not be used for purposes other than for en-
forcement of this Act and any other provision of
Federal criminal law.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill,
as amended, shall be debatable for 1
hour, equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on the Judiciary
or their respective designees.

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
NADLER) and the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. JORDAN) each will control 30 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1603.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself 2% minutes.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 1603, the Farm
Workforce Modernization Act of 2021
addresses an issue of critical national
importance: the growing labor chal-
lenges that are damaging the American
agriculture sector.

Solving this issue is paramount to
the sustainability of American farm-
ing. It is also a matter of food security,
and thus, national security. As domes-
tic food outputs decline, we have be-
come more dependent on food imports
and more vulnerable to food contami-
nation. The COVID-19 pandemic ex-
posed these vulnerabilities as travel re-
strictions impacted our food supply
chain, and over 500,000 farmworkers
tested positive for the virus.

With fewer U.S. workers turning to
agricultural work as their chosen pur-
suit, most of today’s hired farm labor-
ers are foreign-born. Unfortunately,
our immigration laws have not been
updated to reflect the needs of our 21st
century economy.

As a result of these outdated laws,
undocumented workers now comprise
about half of the U.S. workforce. But
they are living and working in a state
of uncertainty and fear, which contrib-
utes to the destabilization of farms
across the Nation.

H.R. 1603, the Farm Workforce Mod-
ernization Act, addresses these chal-
lenges head on. The bill provides tem-
porary status to current farmworkers
with an optional path to a green card
for those who continue to work in agri-
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culture. The bill also addresses the Na-
tion’s future labor needs by modern-
izing the H-2A temporary visa pro-
gram, while ensuring fair wages and
workplace conditions for all farm-
workers.

This is a bipartisan, balanced solu-
tion, one that we should all be able to
get behind. It is a victory for farmers
who have struggled with persistent
labor shortages for decades.

It is also a victory for farmworkers
who have worked tirelessly in the field
growing and harvesting food without
proper labor protections or any guar-
antee that they can remain in this
country. No acceptable solution can
fail to deal with this reality. That is
why H.R. 1603 is the right solution.

Madam Speaker, I hope my col-
leagues will vote today in favor of pro-
viding a seat at America’s table for
those who have long grown the food we
serve on it.

Madam Speaker, I thank my friend
and colleague, Ms. LOFGREN of Cali-
fornia, the chair of the Immigration
Subcommittee, for her leadership and
steadfast commitment to the bipar-
tisan process that led to today’s vote
on the Farm Workforce Modernization
Act.

Madam Speaker, I urge all my col-
leagues to support our farmers and our
farmworkers by supporting this bill,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

[0 1430

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK), the rank-
ing member of the Immigration and
Citizenship Subcommittee.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker,
it was no accident that when we finally
won control of the border and cut the
flow of low-wage labor, Americans saw
the strongest wage growth in 40 years,
the lowest unemployment rate in 50
years, and the lowest poverty rate in 60
years. For the first time in decades,
the wage gap between rich and poor
narrowed.

Now, this bill extends amnesty, green
cards, and a path to citizenship to
somewhere between 1 and 2% million il-
legal immigrants now working in agri-
culture and their families in a manner
that will depress wages, not just in ag-
riculture, but in every field of the
economy for years to come.

Madam Speaker, if you obeyed the
law and came here legally to work,
then you cannot qualify as a certified
agricultural worker. You must have
come here illegally, and you must have
worked here illegally for at least 1,035
hours in the last 2 years. That is about
13 40-hour workweeks a year. You get
legal status for yourself and your fam-
ily for the next 5% years. You can get
indefinite extensions as long as you
work in agriculture 575 hours or about
14 weeks a year. If you do this for be-
tween 4 and 8 years and you get a green
card, then your family gets green cards
and you are on a b-year path to citizen-
ship. The green cards give you the
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right to work in direct competition
with American workers in any sector
of the economy.

Madam Speaker, let me emphasize
that if you came here legally and
worked the same hours, then you are
out of luck. If you obeyed the laws,
well, you are just a schmuck.

It utterly escapes me how America’s
working families are helped by flooding
the labor market with millions of low-
wage workers under this program. As
these workers get green cards, they are
sure to move from agriculture to high-
paying jobs, ensuring a continuous
need for new agricultural workers to
replace them.

Between the two immigration bills
today, somewhere north of 4 million il-
legal immigrants will qualify for am-
nesty, legal employment, and a path to
citizenship as a reward for breaking
our laws.

Is it any wonder that our Border Pa-
trol is now completely overwhelmed as
millions of economic refugees rush our
border in expectation of the same re-
wards?

This bill would bring a tragic end to
the blue-collar economic boom that
President Trump proudly announced on
this floor just a year ago. Here is the
real tragedy: During the Trump blue-
collar boom, the poorest Americans
were making the greatest gains, and it
is precisely these American families
who will be the most harmed by these
amnesty bills.

Trump had their back. Biden is on
their backs.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the distinguished
gentlewoman from California (Ms. LOF-
GREN).

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, our
country has come through a pandemic,
and many of us have suffered, but there
is one thing that we can be grateful
for, and that is that the food chain was
never disrupted.

Throughout the pandemic, we could
go to the grocery store and there would
be food in that store. For that, we need
to thank the farmers of this country.
But we also need to thank the farm-
workers of this country, a majority of
whom are undocumented and a major-
ity of whom have been here more than
10 years.

What this bill does and how it was
formed is important. I want to thank
Representatives DAN NEWHOUSE, MIKE
SIMPSON, DouG LAMALFA, and many
others on the Republican side of the
aisle. I worked with JIM COSTA, JIMMY
PANETTA, and many others to try to
see if we could come together to come
up with solutions for the challenges
that we face in farm country.

We pulled together growers and the
farmworkers union to talk together for
solutions. It took us almost a year of
growers and the farmworkers union,
and Republicans and Democrats, sit-
ting around a table to come up with
this bill.

It has basically three provisions.

The first recognizes that we have had
undocumented farmworkers in our
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fields for decades. It allows them to get
a certified agricultural worker card so
that they can work without fear. That
is a temporary worker status. They can
renew it, travel, pay taxes, and con-
tinue forever in that status. After
working for a long period of time, they
and their families have the option of
applying for legal permanent residence
if they choose.

The second provision streamlines an
existing program, the H-2A program,
so that we will have a legal supply of
farmworkers in the future. Both labor
and employers agreed to those stream-
lines.

The final provision says that if we
have a system that works, then we
need to enforce that system. We are
going to have the E-Verify system used
in agriculture after this bill is fully
implemented.

Who is in favor of this? The Arizona
Nursery Association, California Farm
Bureau Federation, Georgia Milk Pro-
ducers, Michigan Greenhouse Growers
Council, Minnesota Milk Producers As-
sociation, Ohio Produce Growers Mar-
keting Association, Texas Association
of Dairymen, and hundreds of other
growers.

Madam Speaker, I include in the
RECORD a list of Farmers and Pro-
ducers Associations supporting H.R.
1603.

[From the House Committee on the
Judiciary]
OVER 250 FARMERS AND PRODUCERS
ASSOCIATIONS SUPPORT H.R. 1603

African-American Farmers of California;
Ag Valley Cooperative, Non-Stock;
AgCountry Farm Credit Services; Agri-
business Henderson County (NC); Agricul-
tural Council of California; Agri-Mark, Inc.;
Alabama Farmers Cooperative, Inc.; Ala-
bama Nursery and Landscape Association;
Almond Alliance; Amalgamated Sugar Com-
pany; American AgCredit; American
AgriWomen; American Beekeeping Federa-
tion; American Honey Producers Associa-
tion; American Mushroom Institute; Amer-
ican Pistachio Growers; American Seed
Trade Association; American Sheep Industry
Association (ASI); AmericanHort; Arizona
Dairy Producers Trade Association; Arizona
Nursery Association; Associated Milk Pro-
ducers Inc.; Aurora Organic Dairy; Bluebird
Bonanza Farms; Bongards’ Creameries;
CalChamber.

California Apple Commission; California
Association of Food Banks; California Asso-
ciation of Wheat Growers; California Avo-
cado Commission; California Blueberry Asso-
ciation; California Blueberry Commission;
California Canning Peach Association; Cali-
fornia Cherry Growers and Industry Associa-
tion; California Citrus Mutual; California
Dairies, Inc.; California Date Commission;
California Dried Plum Board; California
Farm Bureau Federation; California Fig Ad-
visory Board; California Fresh Fruit Associa-
tion; California Pear Growers Association;
California Seed Association; California State
Floral Association; California Strawberry
Commission; California Sweet Potato Coun-
cil; California Tomato Growers Association;
California Walnut Commission; California
Warehouse Association.

California Women for Agriculture; Cayuga
Milk Ingredients; Center for Dairy Excel-
lence (Pennsylvania); Central Valley Ag
Coop; Certified American Grown; Chobani;
CHS Inc.; Co-Alliance Cooperative, Inc.;
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CoBank; Colorado Dairy Farmers; Colorado
Nursery and Greenhouse Association; Colo-
rado Potato Legislative Association; Cooper-
ative Milk Producers Association; Coopera-
tive Producers, Inc.; Costa Farms; Dairy
Farmers of America, Inc.; Dairy Producers of
New Mexico; Dairy Producers of Utah; Edge
Dairy Farmer Cooperative; Ellsworth Coop-
erative Creamery; Empire State Potato
Growers; Far West Agribusiness Association;
Farm Credit East; Farmers Cooperative.

FarmFirst Dairy Cooperative; Federation
of Employers and Workers of America; First
District Association; Florida Agri-Women;
Florida Citrus Mutual; Florida Fruit and
Vegetable Association; Florida Nursery,
Growers and Landscape Association; Florida
Strawberry Growers Association; Florida To-
mato Exchange; Food Northwest; Food Pro-
ducers of Idaho; Foremost Farms USA;
Frenchman Valley Farmers Cooperative Inc.;
Fresh Harvest/Steve Scaroni (CA); Fresno
County Farm Bureau (CA); Georgia Green In-
dustry Association; Georgia Milk Producers,
Inc.; Georgia Urban Ag Council; Glanbia
Nutritionals; Idaho Alfalfa/Clover Seed Com-
mission; Idaho Alfalfa/Clover Seed Growers
Association; Idaho Apple Commission; Idaho
Association of Commerce and Industry;
Idaho Bankers Association; Idaho Cattle-
man’s Association.

Idaho Dairymen’s Association; Idaho Grain
Producers Association; Idaho Grower Ship-
pers Association; Idaho Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce; Idaho Hop Growers Association;
Idaho Horticulture Society; Idaho Milk
Products; Idaho Mint Growers Association;
Idaho Nursery and Landscape Association;
Idaho Onion Growers Association; Idaho Po-
tato Commission; Idaho Sugarbeet Growers;
Idaho-Oregon Fruit & Vegetable Association;
Illinois Green Industry Association; Indiana
Nursery and Landscape Association; Indiana
Outdoor Maintenance Alliance; Inter-
national Dairy Foods Association; Iowa In-
stitute for Cooperatives; Iowa Nursery &
Landscape Association; Iowa State Dairy As-
sociation; Kansas Dairy Association; Land
O’Lakes, Inc.; Laurel Springs Nursery, LLC
(NC); Leitz Farms LLC/Fred Leitz (MI); Lone
Star Milk Producers; Madera County Farm
Bureau (CA); Maine Landscape & Nursery
Association; Maine Potato Board.

Maryland & Virginia Milk Producers Coop-
erative Association; Maryland Nursery,
Landscape, and Greenhouse Association,
Inc.; Massachusetts Nursery and Landscape
Association, Inc.; MBG Marketing; McCain

USA 1Inc.; Michigan Apple Association;
Michigan Greenhouse Growers Council;
Michigan Milk Producers Association;

Michigan Nursery and Landscape Associa-
tion; Mid Kansas Cooperative; Midwest Apple
Improvement Association; Midwest Dairy
Coalition; Milk Producers Council; Milk Pro-
ducers of Idaho; Minnesota Milk Producers
Association; Minnesota Nursery & Landscape
Association; Missouri Green Industry Alli-
ance; Montana Nursery and Landscape Asso-
ciation; Monterey County Farm Bureau
(CA); Mount Joy Farmers Cooperative Asso-
ciation; Napa Vinters Association; National
All-Jersey Inc.; National Council of Agricul-
tural Employers; National Council of Farmer
Cooperatives; National Farmers Union; Na-
tional Grange; National Milk Producers Fed-
eration.

National Onion Association; National Po-
tato Council; National Young Farmers Coali-
tion; Nebraska Cooperative Council; Ne-
braska State Dairy Association; New Eng-
land Apple Council; New Jersey Landscape
Contractors Association; New Jersey Nurs-
ery & Landscape Association; New Mexico
Chapter, Colorado Nursery and Greenhouse
Association; New York Apple Association;
New York Farm Bureau; New York State
Flower Industries; New York State Vege-
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table Growers Association; Nezperce Prairie
Grass Growers Association; Nisei Farmers
League; North American Blueberry Council;
North Carolina Dairy Producers Association;
North Carolina Nursery & Landscape Asso-
ciation; North Carolina Potato Association;
Northeast Dairy Farmers Cooperatives;
Northeast Dairy Producers Association, Inc.;
Northern Family Farms LLP, Merrillan, WI;
Northern Plains Potato Growers Associa-
tion; Northwest Ag Cooperatives Council;
Northwest Dairy Association/Darigold;
Northwest Horticultural Council.

Ohio Apple Marketing Program; Ohio
Dairy Producers Association; Ohio Fruit
Growers Marketing Association; Ohio Land-
scape Association; Ohio Nursery & Land-
scape Association; Ohio Produce Growers
Marketing Assocation; Oklahoma Nursery &
Landscape Association; Olive Growers Coun-
cil of California; Oneida-Madison Milk Pro-
ducers Cooperative Association; Oregon As-
sociation of Nurseries; Oregon Dairy Farm-
ers Association; Oregon Potato Commission;
Pacific Northwest Christmas Tree Associa-
tion; PennAg Industries Association; Penn-
sylvania Cooperative Potato Growers; Penn-
sylvania Landscape and Nursery Association;
Plant California Alliance; Potato Growers of
Michigan, Inc; Prairie Farms Dairy, Inc.;
Professional Dairy Managers of Pennsyl-
vania; Reiter Affiliated Companies; Rhode
Island Nursery and Landscape Association;
San Diego County Farm Bureau (CA); Scioto
Cooperative Milk Producers’ Association;
Select Milk Producers, Inc.; Simplot; South
Dakota Association of Cooperatives; South
Dakota Dairy Producers; Southeast Milk
Inc.; Southern States Cooperative;
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau (CA).

Sunkist Growers, Inc.; Sunmaid Growers of
California; Sunsweet Growers Inc.; Ten-
nessee Farmers Cooperative; Texas Agricul-
tural Cooperative Council; Texas Association
of Dairymen; Texas Citrus Mutual; Texas
Nursery & Landscape Association; Tillamook
County Creamery Association; Tree Top;
Tulare County Farm Bureau (CA); Turfgrass
Producers International; U.S. Apple Associa-
tion; U.S. Durum Growers Association;
United Dairymen of Arizona; United Fresh
Produce Association; United Potato Growers
of America; Upstate Niagara Cooperative,
Inc.; Utah Apple Marketing Board; Utah Hor-
ticulture Association; Utah Nursery & Land-
scape Association; Utah Tart Cherry Mar-
keting Board.

Valley Fig Growers; Valley Vision (CA);
Ventura County Agricultural Association
(CA); Vermont Dairy Producers Alliance;
Virginia Apple Growers Association; Vir-
ginia Nursery & Landscape Association; Vir-
ginia State Dairymen’s Association; Wash-
ington Growers League; Washington State
Dairy Federation; Washington State Nursery
& Landscape Association; Washington State
Potato Commission; Washington State Tree
Fruit Association; West Virginia Nursery &
Landscape Association; Western Growers As-
sociation; Western Plant Health Association;
Western States Dairy Producers Association;
Western United Dairies; Wine Institute;
WineAmerica; Wisconsin Landscape Contrac-
tors Association; Wisconsin Potato & Vege-
table Growers Association; Yuma Fresh Veg-
etable Association.

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, we
have many others, including labor. We
have the National Association of Coun-
ties, United Farm Workers, Service
Employees International Union, U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, and Conference
of Catholic Bishops.

Madam Speaker, I include in the
RECORD a list of organizations sup-
porting H.R. 1603.
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[From the House Committee on the

Judiciary]
MORE THAN 100 ORGANIZATIONS, REP-
RESENTING LABOR UNIONS, IMMIGRANTS’

RIGHTS, AND BUSINESS INTERESTS HAVE EX-
PRESSED THEIR SUPPORT FOR H.R. 1603
LABOR UNIONS AND IMMIGRANT RIGHTS
ADVOCATES

United Farm Workers (UFW); UFW Foun-
dation; Farmworker Justice; African Com-
munities Together; America’s Voice; Amer-
ican Immigration Lawyers Association; As-
sociation of Farmworker Opportunity Pro-
grams; Bend the Arc: Jewish Action; Bipar-
tisan Policy Center Action; Bridges Faith
Initiative; Carbondale Branch NAACP;
CASA; Center for American Progress; Center
for Law and Social Policy (CLASP); Central
American Resource Center of Northern CA—
CARECEN SF; Centro de los Derechos del
Migrante, Inc.; Child Labor Coalition; Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund; Church World Service;
El Colectivo NC; Faith in Public Life; Farm-
worker and Landscaper Advocacy Project—
FLAP—FWD.us; Greater New York Labor-
Religion Coalition; Health Outreach Part-
ners; Hispanic Federation; Immigrant Work-
er Project—Centro San Jose; Immigration
Hub.

Justice for Migrant Women; Justice in Mo-
tion; La Union del Pueblo Entero; Latino
Service Center; Leadership Conference of
Women Religious; Legal Aid Society of Met-
ropolitan Family Services; LIUNA; LULAC;
MI Familia Vota; Migrant Legal Aid (Michi-
gan); MomsRising/MamasConPoder; NAACP;
National Consumers League; National Do-
mestic Workers Alliance; National Immigra-
tion Forum; NC Justice Center; NETWORK
Lobby For Catholic Social Justice; New
American Economy; Ohio Immigrant Alli-
ance; Oxfam America; PCUN; Service Em-
ployees International Union (SEIU); The Ad-
vocates for Human Rights; The Foundation
for Farmworkers; The LIBRE Initiative; U.S.
Hispanic Leadership Institute; UndocuBlack
Network; USHLI.

BUSINESS, COMMUNITY, AND OTHER
ORGANIZATIONS

Americans for Prosperity; National Asso-
ciation of Counties (NACo); National Asso-
ciation of State Departments of Agriculture
(NASDA); National Education Association
(NEA); Maryland Pesticide Education Net-
work; PhDTrekkers; Rochelle Township High
School; South Central Idaho Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce; Union for Reform Judaism;
U.S. Chamber of Commerce; U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops; U.S. Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce.

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, 1
ask that we come together and pass
this bill. America will be stronger and
better if we do.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield the balance of my time to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) to control the remainder
of the time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California will control the
time.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, 1
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. BIGGS).

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, while
the Biden inhumane border crisis rages
on the southern border, we are here
today, once again, debating amnesty
for illegal aliens.

Promising amnesty to those who are
already here illegally encourages more
aliens to come illegally. All data for
the last 35 years shows that there is
this correlative relationship.
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Instead of voting on amnesty, we
should be voting on real reforms to
close loopholes and remove incentives
for aliens to come here illegally. That
is why I reintroduced the Fund and
Complete the Border Wall Act earlier
this year and introduced the Stopping
Border Surges Act earlier this week.
These bills include real reforms that
will have real impacts.

The Stopping Border Surges Act fixes
problems caused by the Flores settle-
ment agreement that prevents DHS
from detaining family units for more
than 20 days, ensures that unaccom-
panied alien children are quickly and
safely returned home, and promotes in-
creased integrity in the asylum sys-
tem.

This bill, however, will actually
cause more problems than it will solve.
It has serious flaws that will lead to
fraud and abuse.

This bill gives the Secretary broad
authority to waive grounds of inadmis-
sibility for humanitarian purposes,
family unity, or because the waiver is
otherwise in the public interest. What
that means is that convicted criminals
will have an opportunity to gain am-
nesty.

This bill invites fraudulent applica-
tions because under this bill, Madam
Speaker, if you apply for amnesty,
your receipt serves as your authoriza-
tion to work. All you have to do is
apply for the amnesty and you will be
able to work legally. There is no way
that this will not lead to fraudulent fil-
ings.

This bill establishes grant programs
that use taxpayer dollars to help ille-
gal aliens apply for amnesty. Instead of
spending taxpayer dollars to facilitate
amnesty, we should focus on reducing
the deficit. This bill does nothing to se-
cure the border or close loopholes in
our immigration laws that encourage
illegal immigration.

Now, I address something that was
said in the last debate. One of the Rep-
resentatives said that no Republican
has taken her up on going to the bor-
der. That is not accurate. When she an-
nounced that in the Judiciary Com-
mittee, I said that I will go with you,
that I want to go with you.

We agreed I would go. Our staffs ar-
ranged it. My flight reservations were
made, and within about 3 days before
going, I was told that there is no more
room for you on this trip.

So, it wasn’t accurate to say that no
Republican has taken her up on it. I
took her up on it.

I will tell you this, Madam Speaker,
when the Speaker says the reason to
support the previous bill is that 75 per-
cent of Americans support amnesty,
well, if you are going to rely on polling
data, I would inform you that a recent
poll said that 75 percent of Americans
support the use of voter ID. Let’s go
ahead and fix that then if we are going
to rely on voting information to pass
good policy.

Let’s reinstitute voter ID, and let’s
vote ‘“‘no’’ on this bill.
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Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1%2 minutes to the distinguished
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. GARCIA).

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I rise in strong support of this bill.
Agricultural workers are crucial to our
economy, and this bill would establish
a legal and reliable farm workforce.

I support this bill because it recog-
nizes the humanity—yes, the human-
ity—of farmworkers and their families.

This is personal to me. I grew up
poor, picking cotton in the fields of
south Texas. I can testify firsthand
about the incredibly hard, back-
breaking work that farmworkers do,
especially in the heat of the south
Texas sun. Not much seems to have
changed since I worked in the fields.
Things pretty much still are handled
about the same.

This bill is long overdue and would
provide farmworkers with important
worker protections and legal rights
that I never had and that they des-
perately need today. Texas is home to
nearly 250,000 farms, and the need for a
strong agricultural workforce is vital.
It is vital to Texas; it is vital to this
country; and it is vital to this world.

Madam Speaker, I urge passage.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, 1
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. ROY).

Mr. ROY. Madam Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from California for
yielding.

Madam Speaker, I hear a lot from my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
that this is not how people should be
treated, whether it was with respect to
the first broader amnesty bill, with re-
spect to the Dreamers, or whether it is
this bill with respect to farmworkers,
which is, in fact, an amnesty bill. But
the fact of the matter is that nobody
on this side of the aisle and nobody I
know in Texas disagrees that the sys-
tem is broken and that we need to
make sure that people are treated fair-
ly and treated appropriately. Nobody
disagrees with that.

The problem is that what we are
doing is putting this bill in front of any
kind of enforcement mechanisms that
will prevent the continued abuse of
human beings because we refuse to do
our actual job under the Constitution
of the United States to secure our bor-
der.

We are just refusing to do it, and
then we pass legislation in the name of
helping people who, yes, are stuck in a
system because we created this system
because it is so badly broken. You then
create the magnet, Madam Speaker,
that empowers cartels and continues
the vicious cycle.

Today, when this passes off the floor,
there will be a lot of backslapping and
congratulations: Isn’t this great, isn’t
this awesome, and aren’t we so proud
of ourselves for what we are doing for
these immigrants, these workers?

But we are not doing a darn thing to
actually fix the system that prevents
the flow, prevents the danger, prevents
the cartels, prevents the abuses, and
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prevents essentially the indentured
servitude that this bill would actually
create for the farmworkers in question,
leaving them stuck with Band-Aids of
having to work certain hours as farm-
workers, continuing the process, by the
way, while we continue to encourage
sex trafficking, human trafficking,
crimes, violations, and children being
abused.

As I said before, as we sit here in this
august body—not actually amending,
by the way, just bloviating—while we
are sitting here, some little girl is get-
ting raped in Mexico on a journey be-
cause of the pressure that we are caus-
ing by empowering cartels to do it.
That is occurring, and we are just
whistling, and we are just sitting here,
burying our head in the sand.

Like I said, go give the press con-
ferences and go pat ourselves on the
back as a body for being pro-immi-
grant. How is it pro-immigrant to have
wide-open borders being exploited by
cartels, wide-open borders with nar-
cotics coming across, and wide-open
borders with human beings coming
across it?

By the way, when the media says this
Biden crisis has ended, if they ever ac-
knowledge it exists, it will be because
numbers are going down in facilities
because catching and releasing is going
up. That is what is going to occur.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I
yield the gentleman from Texas an ad-
ditional 30 seconds.

Mr. ROY. Madam Speaker, that is
what is going to occur. My fellow citi-
zens back home in Texas and Ameri-
cans, when those numbers go down in
facilities, don’t kid yourselves; illegal
immigration will continue.

They will be catching and releasing
illegal immigrants. They will be drop-
ping numbers down at facilities. They
will close the FEMA facility in Mid-
land. We will have as much illegal im-
migration as we have right now, and
the other side will claim: Oh, the crisis
is going down.

That is what is coming at us. And
today, we are passing amnesty instead
of securing the border of the United
States.

The
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Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 12 minutes to the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. STANTON).

Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker, I
thank Chairman NADLER and Chair-
woman LOFGREN for their incredible
leadership on this important bill.

I rise in support of the Farm Work-
force Modernization Act, a bipartisan
bill that will improve the H-2A agricul-
tural visa program to make it easier
for Arizona farmers to meet their
workforce needs while also providing a
path for agricultural workers to earn
legal status.

Throughout this pandemic, farm-
workers have been on the front lines
playing a critical role in feeding Amer-
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ica’s families. They deserve the oppor-
tunity to take steps toward legal sta-
tus in this country. It is the right
thing to do for them and it is the right
thing to do to advance our farm indus-
try.
This bill is good for Arizona’s econ-
omy—Arizona, the birth place of Cesar
Chavez—where agribusiness is a $23 bil-
lion-a-year industry. Our State’s crops
cannot be left to rot in the ground be-
cause we lack access to a stable work-
force.

Passing this bill today brings us one
step closer to ensuring that farmers
have the stable workforce they need
and that farmworkers are recognized
for all the work they do for us every
day.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, 1
yield 2% minutes to the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. HICE).

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Madam Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia for yielding.

It is stunning to me that we are still
wrestling through these type of issues.
We have been watching over the last
few months one radical piece of legisla-
tion after another and our country is
beginning to suffer. We are watching
gas prices go up, skyrocketing. We are
still shutting businesses down. We are
still seeing schools closed. We are
watching our energy independence be
reversed.

Madam Speaker, it is one horrible
bill, one horrible policy after another.
And now we are watching a catas-
trophe on our southern border, and my
friends on the other side of the aisle
appear to not care what is happening
at the southern border.

We haven’t honestly called it for
what it is: a disaster.

We are not willing to look at the na-
tional security issues of it. We are not
willing to look at the danger that is oc-
curring, the cartels, the human traf-
ficking, the drug trafficking, the crimi-
nals who, perhaps, are coming across
our border, the terrorists who may be
coming across our border.

And now what are we doing?

We are looking at another out-
rageous piece of legislation that says:
if you come work on a farm, we are
going to give you amnesty. It doesn’t
matter what your background. It
doesn’t matter who you are.

At the same time, we even have here
around Capitol Hill fences guarding us,
guarding the American people from the
people’s House, but we are going to
open up our borders for who knows who
to come marching through.

Now we have a piece of legislation
that says: just come work on a farm
and we are going to give you amnesty.

Madam Speaker, 1.5 million people
are going to become citizens for work-
ing minimal time on farms.

This is going to shield criminals.
They are just going to come across the
border, claim amnesty, come work on a
farm, and before long, they are legal
citizens here.

We don’t know who these people are.
We don’t know what their intentions
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are, but we are going to grant them
amnesty through this bill. It is non-
sense. It is frightening. It is irrespon-
sible. It is endangering American lives.
It is encouraging even more disaster
and danger on our southern border.

It makes absolutely zero sense for us
to proceed with this type of irrespon-
sible legislation, and I urge my col-
leagues to vote against this.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1%2 minutes to the distinguished
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON
LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
as I stood on the floor of the House for
H.R. 6, this is not amnesty. I thank the
gentlewoman from California (Ms. LOF-
GREN) for her leadership, and Mr. NAD-
LER as well.

Madam Speaker, let me explain to
you that under the American Dream
and Promise Act, which immigrants
are eligible for, they would have 43,500
homes and $340 million in mortgage
payments.

Today, I rise in support of H.R. 1603
because this would allow farmworkers,
agricultural workers, to be able to gain
legal status and to be able to seek a
certified agricultural worker status.

Dr. RUIZ, our colleague, indicated
that he was raised by farmworkers. He
saw the bent hands, the bent banks,
and the broken hands, and he saw the
patriotism. This is not amnesty. I will
tell you what it is not. It is not the
Trump policy of caging children in
cages. It is not the Trump policy of
turning young 1ll-year-olds back across
the border to be raped.

I hope my colleagues who are talking
about abortion and talking about rape
voted for the Violence Again Women
Act to really protect immigrant
women.

I rise to support this legislation be-
cause it will provide dignity, oppor-
tunity for an enhanced economic en-
gine, as the farmworkers take certified
status because they can do it over and
over again.

Where is the bread on our table com-
ing from?

The hardworking farmworkers who
are out there every day in these fields
working to provide for the American
people and the people around the
world.

We are the breadbasket of the world
and, because of their work, we are able
to feed many. So I rise in enthusiastic
support. I wish my colleagues would
have been as enthusiastic and as angry
about caging children as they are
today about us fixing the immigration
system.

Madam Speaker, I ask for support of
H.R. 1608.

Madam Speaker, | rise in strong support of
H.R. 1603, the bipartisan “Farm Workforce
Modernization Act,” which will stabilize the ag-
ricultural sector and preserve our rural herit-
age by ensuring that farmers can meet their
labor needs well into the future.

First, the bill establishes a program for agri-
cultural workers in the United States (and their
spouses and minor children) to earn legal sta-
tus through continued agricultural employment.
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Specifically, the bill creates a process for
farm workers to seek Certified Agricultural
Worker status, a temporary status for those
who have worked at least 180 days in agri-
culture over the prior 2-year period.

Certified Agricultural Worker status can be
renewed indefinitely with continued farm work
(at least 100 days per year).

Applicants must undergo background
checks and pass strict criminal and national
security bars.

Dependent status is available for spouses
and minor children.

The bill does not require workers to do or
apply for anything else in order to stay and
work in the United States.

But long-term workers who want to stay
have the option of earning a path to lawful
permanent residence by paying a $1,000 fine
and engaging additional agricultural work, as
follows:

1. Workers with 10 years of agricultural
work prior to the date of enactment must com-
plete 4 additional years of such work.

2. Workers with less than 10 years of agri-
cultural work prior to the date of enactment
must complete 8 additional years of such
work.

The Farmworkers Movement in this country
was started and led by a great leader, Cesar
Chavez who said:

We cannot seek achievement for ourselves
and forget about progress and prosperity for
our community. Our ambitions must be
broad enough to include the aspirations and
needs of others, for their sakes and for our
own.

The Texas Farm Workers Union (“TFWU”)
was established by Antonio Orendain and
farmworker leaders of the Rio Grande Valley
active with the United Farm Workers (UFW)
after a disagreement with UFW leadership
over direction of a melon strike in south
McAllen, TX in 1975.

In August 1975, nearly ten years after he
began organizing farm workers for the United
Farm Workers in the Rio Grande Valley of
South Texas.

Antonio Orendain worked for Cesar Chavez
in the Chicago UFW national grape and let-
tuce boycott office.

Farmworkers undertake some of the tough-
est jobs in America.

They have earned the opportunity to build
their lives without the fear of being uprooted
from their families and their communities.

The bipartisan Farm Workforce Moderniza-
tion Act empowers the economic and physical
well-being of immigrant families while pro-
viding much-needed labor security for our na-
tion’s farms.

The agricultural industry relies on the labor
of 2.4 million farmworkers—about half of
whom are undocumented.

This bill would protect thousands of families
from deportation.

This is a big step in making our immigration
system more humane and more efficient.

| know the farming and agricultural commu-
nities in the state of Texas farm and my dis-
trict borders communities that farm.

What we are doing here is the right thing
and attempting to reinforce the breadbasket
that the United States happens to be to the
world.

| have heard the clamoring of farm workers
for a very long time but | have also heard the
need for fairness and the improvement of con-
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ditions that they are working in with adequate
compensation.

This bill regularizes people who want to be
regularized and who want to contribute to
helping the agricultural industry in this great
nation.

| would like to thank my Judiciary Com-
mittee colleagues on both sides of the aisle,
and in particular, Chairman NADLER and Sub-
committee Chairwoman LOFGREN, for their
work in shepherding this important legislation
to the floor.

| am reminded of our tenure here on the Ju-
diciary Committee and our record of being fair
and bipartisan on immigration reform for at
least 2 decades.

| urge all members to join me in voting for
H.R. 1603, the Farm Workforce Modernization
Act of 2021.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I can assure the gentlewoman from
Texas that we are outraged by the fact
that this administration’s policies and
pronouncements have encouraged thou-
sands upon thousands of children to be
placed on that trail of terror in the
hands of Mexican criminal cartels and
brought here on the expectation of ad-
mission, an expectation that this ad-
ministration is fulfilling.

I must also assure the gentlewoman
that this certainly is an amnesty bill.
It allows anyone who is here illegally,
who can claim to have worked the
equivalent of 13 40-hour weeks over 2
years, legal status, amnesty. The docu-
mentation can be as little as having a
friend vouch for them.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, 1
yield to the gentlewoman from Texas.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Let me say that
we can respect each other’s differences,
and I thank the gentleman for explain-
ing that. Amnesty is not related to
people working to earn their status,
and that is what this bill does, just as
the DACA bill does. They earn their
status.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker,
reclaiming my time.

This only applies to illegal aliens. If
you are legally here, obeying our laws,
you are out of luck with this bill. What
this bill says is, if you are here ille-
gally and can have a friend vouch for
you that you worked 1,000 hours over
the last 2 years in agriculture—again,
that is the equivalent of 13 40-hour
weeks—you get legal status.

This is one of the many reasons why
we are seeing this response from
around the world now flooding our
southern border.

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Indiana (Mrs. SPARTZ).

Mrs. SPARTZ. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, it is unfortunate
that Congress cannot have a serious
conversation about immigration be-
cause we do actually have a real prob-
lem. We have a real crisis at the bor-
der. It is a humanitarian crisis, the
Wild West. We are a country of laws.
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We have a problem with illegal immi-
gration. It needs to be streamlined to
better serve our national interests. We
have problems with visa processes, and
we can do better.

But, unfortunately, we are passing a
lot of bills that probably will not see
the light of day in the Senate, that are
not going to become legislation. We do
grandstanding drama and constant
rhetoric, and it is very unfortunate for
me because the American people are
tired of our institution not doing its
work, because we are policymakers and
we are legislators and we have to work
on policy, not on political drama.

So as a member of the Subcommittee
on Immigration and Citizenship, I en-
courage my colleagues to actually
start working in committees on legis-
lation, not sending legislation from the
Speaker’s office to the floor, but actu-
ally have reforms and work at it be-
cause our people deserve it and our
people deserve to have a branch that
works for the people, not having the
executive and judicial branches doing
our functions.

So I hope we will have some very
constructive and serious conversation
on immigration, and I would be happy
to help with it, but these piecemeal ap-
proaches are not going to work and are
not good for our country.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Idaho (Mr. SIMPSON).

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of the Farm Workforce Moderniza-
tion Act.

For years, my constituents have been
asking me to fix our Nation’s broken
immigration system. They have told
me that the shortage of legal workers
in agriculture is wreaking havoc on our
farmers in rural communities.

That is why I joined with my good
friends, Representatives NEWHOUSE,
D1AZ-BALART, and LAMALFA to come up
with a bipartisan solution to this prob-
lem. Along with Chairwoman LOFGREN
and other Democratic colleagues, we
crafted a bill to create a merit-based
agricultural immigration system for
our Nation’s food producers, and make
much-needed reforms in the H-2A pro-
gram.

But don’t just take my word for it.
There are over 250 agricultural indus-
try groups from all across America
that have written to Congress to sup-
port this bill. From potatoes and dairy
in my district to citrus and straw-
berries in Florida and California, grow-
ers agree that this bill is good for agri-
culture and good for our country.

But I want to take a moment to ad-
dress the current situation on our
southern border. What is happening
there is a crisis and we must address it.
We all realize that. Unfortunately,
years of congressional inaction has
made ‘‘immigration” a toxic word.
This bill is not about what is hap-
pening on the border, but that seems to
be what all of the debate is about—
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what is happening at the southern bor-
der.

This bill is not amnesty. It does not
grant anybody amnesty. It allows indi-
viduals to get right with the law and to
become part of the legal workforce in
the United States. It is about providing
a stable legal workforce for the people
who put food on our tables.

This isn’t a perfect bill. No one would
agree that it is. But it is a very good
compromise that actually gives us a
chance to solve a real problem for our
constituents. That is why I came to
Congress, to do those things, and I urge
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker,
no one disputes that this bill is a huge
windfall to big agriculture. The prob-
lem is that it comes at the expense of
American workers.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1%2 minutes to the distinguished

gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
ESCOBAR).
Ms. ESCOBAR. Madam Speaker, 1

thank the chairman for yielding.

I will be very clear, Madam Speaker.
Farmworkers do back-breaking work
under the scorching sun or unbearable
cold to make sure that all of us have
food on our table. Whether they are
sick, feeling well, whether they have
family members who are not feeling
well, they go to work to make sure we
have what we need, even, and almost
especially, during the era of COVID.

It is incredible that anyone would
stand in the way of having these in-
credible people finally have a pathway
to legalization.

The Farm Workforce Modernization
Act is a piece of legislation that is long
overdue. I have one thing to say to
those who would oppose legislation for
this population, even though they ben-
efit from the labor of this population:
‘““they don’t have shame,” ‘‘no tienen
verguenza.’’

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, 1
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. TIFFANY).

Mr. TIFFANY. Madam Speaker,
while chaos reigns on the border, we
have another Democrat jam job before
us today.

I would turn to the committee rank-
ing member, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. McCLINTOCK), for a col-
loquy.

Did the gentleman see these bills in
the committee?

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. TIFFANY. Madam Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from California.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Not this session,
no.

Mr. TIFFANY. Madam Speaker, re-
claiming my time.

These bills did not come before this
committee. For someone like myself,
who has just joined the committee, I
did not even have a chance to be able
to partake in this bill.
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I wanted to express concerns espe-
cially about the H-2A provision in this
bill because I am familiar—there is a
parallel to the J-1 visas that we use in
northern Wisconsin in the resort area.
They are temporary visas. And what
we found over the years as employers is
that people would figure out how to use
the J-1 visa to get into the country,
and then go job shopping from there.

The H-2A is susceptible to the same
thing. And due to lax enforcement, we
could all live with it if there was good
enforcement in America, but there is
not good enforcement of our laws here
in the United States.

So let’s cut to the chase here. The
gentleman from California touched on
this very well. These bills devalue
American workers’ labor.

In 2019, the greatest increase in
wages for people who are in the lower
income brackets happened, the great-
est increases in decades.

I just say to all of those working-
class Americans out there: Make no
mistake, these bills today are another
clear message that you are viewed as
replaceable.
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Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yvield 1 minute to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. PELOSI), the dis-
tinguished Speaker of the House.

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, I sa-
lute the gentleman for the excellent
work of his committee, bringing this
important legislation, H.R. 1603, the
Farm Workforce Modernization Act, to
the floor. I thank the chairman for this
critical victory for farmworkers and
growers, who have come together in
support of this legislation, this legisla-
tion which ensures that America can
continue to feed the world.

Thank you to Chair ZOE LOFGREN,
chair of the Subcommittee on Immi-
gration and Citizenship, for her years
of relentless leadership on behalf of
farmworkers, without which this bill
would not be possible. I sang her
praises earlier as a former teacher of
immigration, immigration lawyer, and
chair of the Subcommittee on Immi-
gration and Citizenship. She knows of
what she legislates.

I think that it is clear to see there
are a number of Californians involved
in this. I want to salute Mr. COSTA and
Mr. CARBAJAL, who are an important
part of this. They represent farmland
in California. They know the needs of
the workers. They respect the involve-
ment of the growers.

This, again, is a wonderful bill. We
salute many Members, representing
every corner of the country, whose vi-
sion and values have strengthened this
bill that has truly been a caucus- and
Congress-wide effort.

Thank you to the United Farm Work-
ers for their outstanding organizing
which made this possible. In addition
to our work internally, their outside
mobilization is so important.

We are also inspired by the immortal
words of our beloved Dolores Huerta:
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“Yes, we can,” ‘“‘Si, se puede.” Yes, we
can; yes, we will; and, yes, we are doing
it. It was an honor last year at this
time to celebrate her 90th birthday in
the Rayburn Room, the last event we
had before COVID took over. So here
we are a year later. This is probably a
better celebration.

Passing the Farm Workforce Mod-
ernization Act and doing so on a bipar-
tisan basis was a source of pride in the
last Congress, and it is now. With a
Democratic majority in the Senate and
President Biden in the White House,
when we pass it again, it is with better
assurance that it will become law.

The bill honors the millions of farm-
workers who are the backbone of our
economy, quietly persevering through
harsh working conditions and low
wages as they power the farm economy
and put food on our tables.

As the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops has written:

Recognizing the dignity of work of farm-
workers and their families is a central con-
cern.

Farmworkers produce the food that we eat
and contribute to the care of our commu-
nity.

This legislation, while long overdue,
is urgently needed now, in light of the
coronavirus crisis, which is forcing our
essential farmworkers to live and work
under a cloud of fear and uncertainty
about their health and their jobs.

At the same time, the pandemic has
accelerated a labor crisis in the farm
economy that endangers farmers and
producers and requires action. This ac-
tion today is an agreement between the
growers and the farmworkers.

This legislation supports workers and
the farm economy with strong, smart
reforms.

This bill provides a path to legaliza-
tion for more than one million cur-
rently undocumented farmworkers. No
one who works to feed our country
should be condemned to permanent
second-class status.

This bill establishes the agricultural
workforce of the future by modernizing
the H-2A initiative to ensure that
farms have stable, secure workforces.

Critically, it demands fair, humane
treatment for farmworkers by securing
fairness in pay, improving access to
quality housing, and ensuring robust
safety and heat illness protections.

Any of us who have visited farm-
workers in the fields—and some of our
Members have been farmworkers them-
selves or children of farmworkers—
know the environment, the heat, the
chemicals, and the rest, are a chal-
lenge.

This legislation is a critical step for-
ward for our workers, for our growers,
and the farm economy, but our work is
not done.

Congress will continue to stabilize
the farm economy, protect workers and
families, and maintain America’s agri-
cultural preeminence in the world.

Under the leadership of President
Biden, we will continue our work to
fundamentally, fully fix our broken im-
migration system so that we can honor
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America’s proud immigrant heritage
and advance a better future for all.

Earlier, I quoted President Reagan. I
want to do so again more fully. Earlier,
when I spoke on the floor about Dream-
ers, I did so for 8 hours and 6 minutes.
I promised earlier today to be shorter,
and so I didn’t give as much of Presi-
dent Reagan’s speech.

This is what he said: ‘“And since this
is the last speech that I will give as
President, I think it’s fitting to leave
one final thought, an observation
about a country which I love.”

He went on to talk about the Statue
of Liberty, Madam Speaker. He said:
“The torch of Lady Liberty symbolizes
our freedom and represents our herit-
age, the compact with our parents, our
grandparents, and our ancestors. It is
that lady who gives us our great and
special place in the world. For it’s the
great life force of each generation of
new Americans that guarantees that
America’s triumph shall continue un-
surpassed into the next century and be-
yond. Other countries may seek to
compete with us; but in one vital area,
as a beacon of freedom and opportunity
that draws the people of the world, no
country on Earth comes close.”

As I said earlier, he said: ‘“This, I be-
lieve, is one of the most important
sources of America’s greatness. We lead
the world because, unique among na-
tions, we draw our people—our
strength—from every country and
every corner of the world. And by doing
so we continuously renew and enrich
our Nation. While other countries cling
to the stale past, here in America we
breathe life into dreams. We create the
future, and the world follows us into
tomorrow. Thanks to each wave’'—
President Reagan said—‘ Thanks to
each wave of new arrivals to this land
of opportunity, we’re a Nation forever
young, forever bursting with energy
and new ideas, and always on the cut-
ting edge, always leading the world to
the next frontier. This quality is vital
to our future as a Nation. If we ever
closed the door to new Americans, our
leadership in the world would soon be
lost.”

This being the last speech that I will
give as President, President Reagan
said, ‘I think it’s fitting to leave one
final thought, an observation about a
country which I love.”

As we remember the words of Presi-
dent Reagan, I also recall the words of
the late Cesar Chavez, whose birthday
we celebrate later this month. He said:
“To make a great dream come true,
the first requirement is a great capac-
ity to dream; the second is persist-
ence.”

Thanks to all of our bipartisan Mem-
bers for their persistence on this legis-
lation for which I urge a strong bipar-
tisan ‘‘aye’ vote.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, 1
would remind this Speaker that Cesar
Chavez was one of the most outspoken
adversaries to illegal immigration, pre-
cisely because he knew what that did
to depress the wages of the legal immi-
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grants that he represented through the
United Farm Workers.

I yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON),
the ranking member of the Committee
on Agriculture.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, as Republican leader
of the House Committee on Agri-
culture, I have the opportunity to
speak with producers nationwide, and,
overwhelmingly, they say the number
one issue facing the industry is the
lack of a reliable, legal workforce.

When it comes to farm labor, our im-
migration system is broken and in des-
perate need of repair.

The Farm Workforce Modernization
Act is a step in the right direction. I
will vote ‘‘yes’ today, but to be clear,
the bill is imperfect and must be im-
proved before becoming law.

It will not fully address the shortage
of legal agricultural workers and may
leave our farmers, ranchers, and espe-
cially our dairies, with critical unmet
needs.

I filed an amendment that would
have addressed these deficiencies that
was endorsed by the American Farm
Bureau Federation. Though not made
in order, I hope that amendment will
serve as a starting point in the Senate
for necessary improvements.

Americans are blessed with a safe,
abundant, and affordable food supply.
But how long will that food supply last
if we do not have an adequate agricul-
tural workforce?

This may be a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to reform our immigration
laws. Therefore, we must get it right.

Madam Speaker, if we fail to address
the agricultural workforce, we will
have food insecurity, and that will lead
to national insecurity.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE).

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker,
let me be blunt: there is a crisis at our
southern border. You have heard about
it from my Republican colleagues and I
over the past few days. Just this year,
more than 200,000 people have illegally
crossed our border, including four
known terrorists.

We must do something to stop this
disturbing trend. The U.S. is a country
of law and order. We must continue
working to reform our broken immi-
gration laws and enhance our border
security.

That is exactly what this legislation
will do. The Farm Workforce Mod-
ernization Act is a truly bipartisan
bill, negotiated over many months by
agriculture and labor representatives
alike, to ensure those who wish to can
come to our country, abide by our laws
and contribute to our farms, ranches,
and local communities.

The bill creates an employment- and
merit-based program for foreign work-
ers to legally work in agriculture,
eliminating incentives for illegal mi-
gration and strengthening both our na-
tional security and our national food
supply chain.
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This legislation streamlines our H-2A
guest worker program, giving employ-
ers more flexibility and allowing access
for year-round agriculture sectors like
dairy and horticulture.

Finally, the bill phases in E-Verify.
So, once these laws are in place, we can
enforce them and ensure that workers
maintain a legal work status.

Madam Speaker, I come from one of
the most productive agricultural re-
gions in the world, where many of our
crops are labor intensive. As much as
producers would prefer to hire Amer-
ican workers to work in their fields, in
their orchards, and in their dairies,
there simply isn’t enough interest
among domestic workers to get these
jobs done.

For decades, Congress has attempted
to pass comprehensive immigration re-
form to address our agricultural work-
force, but we have been unsuccessful.
This bill is the targeted, bipartisan so-
lution our farmers and ranchers need.

I want to thank Ms. LOFGREN, Mr.
DIAZ-BALART, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr.
LAMALFA, and many others. I urge my
colleagues to support this bill so we
can get it to the President’s desk for
America’s agricultural industry.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. I yield 1 minute
to the gentleman from California (Mr.
LAMALFA).

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, let’s
acknowledge the reality of what we
have right now, a big mess of a situa-
tion that hasn’t been cured in several
decades.

We used to have a system of invited
workers, called the bracero program.
Political battling has caused no new fix
in all of this time. Similarly, this bill
allows good workers, decent people, to
get right with the law, with back-
ground checks, with restitution, and
requirements to stay right with their
ag worker status.

The same bill passed this House
through committee last Congress with
good bipartisan support. It has bench-
marks that must be met by workers
who are already here with history in
ag, not opening the floodgates to more
illegal entry and benefits. More recent
entrants are required to remain in ag
work for 8 additional years to remain
eligible. We have caps in this bill to
the current approximately 700,000
workers already here, with capped
ratchets if more are needed.

It establishes an E-Verify for ag,
with strong biometric screening for all
these certified ag workers, something
we have never had under E-Verify.

It codifies in law many of the pieces
adopted in the Trump administration’s
H-2A rule, including staggered H-2A
and making it much less burdensome
for farmers to get these workers, espe-
cially dairy, which needs year-round
workers and cannot have it now.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, 1
yield an additional 30 seconds to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
LAMALFA).

The
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Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker,
what this bill is not is amnesty, even
though it may be dismissed as such.
Americans have demonstrated they
will not step forward to do this work,
not with the nonworking benefits they
can already access. Frequent anecdotes
show that those that might, frequently
quit after a few days because the work
is too hard, even at dramatically in-
creased wages.

This law does not hand out citizen-
ship or allow anyone to cut ahead in
line to apply for it. The same goes for
green cards. No express lane for green
cards, not even government benefit eli-
gibility.

This is simply a way to get right
with the law, have a capped pool of al-
ready in-place ag workers with legal
status. That is better for the worker,
the farmer, and for our system of
ID’ing who is in this country currently.
It is a vast improvement over what we
have now.

[ 15615

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, 1
would just point out, the last 30 sec-
onds was on the time of the gentleman
from New York. I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 12 minutes to the gentleman
from California (Mr. PANETTA).

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, the
Farm Workforce Modernization Act
would simply protect our existing
farmworkers and perpetuate an endur-
ing farm workforce. It would do that
by modernizing and streamlining our
H-2A visa system and by allowing
those who are willing to come here to
stay here if they continue to work here
in agriculture.

Now, this bill is a bipartisan bill. It
is the right bill because it was a nego-
tiated bill. No, it is not the perfect bill,
but it is the necessary bill that was
formulated after months and months of
difficult talks between Democrats and
Republicans and farmers and farm-
workers.

Now, during those discussions, unlike
what we are hearing today, we put neg-
ative politics aside and we focused on
the positive policies for the people who
are part of the solution to the number
one problem for our farmers. We don’t
have a domestic workforce willing to
do ag labor, so farmers are reliant on
immigrants to harvest their products.

That is why, if we pass this bill today
and the Senate does its job tomorrow,
farmers will have a predictable and de-
pendable workforce, farmworkers will
get the legality and the dignity that
they deserve, and we in Congress will
have done our job for our agriculture
and for our Nation that both rely on
immigrants for our future.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from California (Mr. COSTA).

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
to support the bipartisan Farm Work-
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force Modernization Act, which is an
opportunity to provide meaningful re-
form that we have been waiting for, for
years.

This measure is supported by a bipar-
tisan coalition that includes not only
the United Farm Workers and other
labor organizations, but a majority of
farm organizations across the country.
What this is really about is an oppor-
tunity to fix a part of a broken immi-
gration system.

I want to thank not only Chairman
NADLER, but also Chairwoman ZOE
LOFGREN and DAN NEWHOUSE for the
hard work that they have done to bring
this legislation to the floor, bipartisan
support on both sides of the aisle.

Let me begin with the fact that food
is a national security issue. It is a na-
tional security issue. Less than 5 per-
cent of America’s population is di-
rectly involved in the production of
food and fiber that feeds our Nation.
That partnership is between farm-
workers and farmers and dairy men
and women.

I know because my family represents
a  third-generation family. Farm-
workers are some of the hardest work-
ing individuals you will ever meet. I
know because I worked side by side for
years growing up on my family’s farm.

It is simply wrong that they be sub-
ject to living and working under a
shadow of uncertainty and fear of being
deported. That is not right.

This bill is not about the border. The
border has been a problem for decades.
It is not about amnesty. This is an
earned basis to have legal status in
America. I have spoken with the hard-
working men and women and their
young children who work to put food
on America’s dinner table, and I've
seen the hope in their eyes, the hope
that we can pass this legislation to
provide them legal status, hope for a
normal life free of the dread of family
separation that too often happens with
deportation that hangs over them
every day when they go to work, hope
for a chance to change their reality
and reshape their story.

This measure involves protections. It
involves E-Verify. It involves an oppor-
tunity to reform an H-2A program for a
reliable workforce for American agri-
culture. We owe it to the individuals
who do so much for us. I ask that you
support this legislation.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON).

Mr. DAVIDSON. Madam Speaker, I
rise in opposition to this bill.

It purports to solve an important
problem for our country’s ag work-
force, for our ag community, and for
food security for our country, but it ex-
ploits a bigger problem and a real
emergency by creating a gaping hole in
our broken immigration system. Rath-
er than address the root issue with our
immigration laws, it exploits them.

Frankly, I don’t know how many
noncitizens some of my colleagues rep-
resent. I came here to represent Amer-
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ican citizens. This bill disadvantages
American citizens, and it disadvan-
tages people who follow our admittedly
broken immigration laws and come
here legally, and it rewards people who
come here illegally.

It is going to exacerbate the humani-
tarian crisis we see at the border in-
stead of cure it. It is not a remedy; it
is a harm. It is a harm to American
citizenship, which should be treasured.
We do welcome new Americans. We are
unequaled in the world. No country
welcomes more new citizens per year
than the United States of America.

We will continue to be the land of op-
portunity, but we can only do that if
we protect the cherished value of
American citizenship. Citizenship mat-
ters. We cannot destroy it by adopting
these policies. I plead that people op-
pose it.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
California (Mr. RUIZ).

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, I and the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus rise in
support of H.R. 1603, the Farm Work-
force Modernization Act.

My parents were farmworkers who
worked tirelessly day in and day out
with calloused hands and tired backs to
give me, their children, opportunities
that they never had.

Farmworkers like my parents and
like many of my constituents back
home in the Coachella Valley taught
me the value of hard work, resiliency,
and taking care of one another.

Farmworkers are getting infected
and dying from COVID-19 at a much
higher rate than the general public.
They are literally dying to feed you,
give you the nutrients you need to pre-
vent COVID-19 and to heal from
COVID-19.

We must protect and secure our food
supply chain. We must pass the bipar-
tisan Farm Workforce Modernization
Act to stabilize our food supply chain
and ensure that farmers can meet their
future labor needs.

The Congressional Hispanic Caucus is
proud to work with Chair ZOE LOFGREN
and Congressman JIMMY PANETTA, as
well as CHC members SALUD CARBAJAL
and JIM COSTA, and other Members to
get the bill signed into law.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield the balance of my time to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms. LOF-
GREN).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from California will control
the time.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I
am pleased to yield 3 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Minnesota (Mrs.
FISCHBACH).

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker,
H.R. 1603 subjects H-2A employers to a
private right of action in Federal court
for the first time ever in the history of
the H-2A program. The bill does so by
applying the right of action standard
in the Migrant and Seasonal Agricul-
tural Worker Protection Act, or MSPA,
to H-2A employers.
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My motion to recommit today simply
provides that when an H-2A employer
faces an H-2A-related claim under the
MSPA, the employer is provided a
right to cure before the claim can pro-
ceed. Specifically, the amendment al-
lows the employer to attempt to re-
solve the alleged violation within 5
days of receiving the complaint. The
employer must also file with the court
documentation demonstrating that the
action giving rise to the complaint has
been remedied. After that, the court
may dismiss the complaint if it is sat-
isfied that the complaint has been re-
solved.

Under H.R. 1603, private right of ac-
tion can include actual damages or
statutory damages of up to $500 per
plaintiff per violation, where violations
constitute separate provisions. Most
claims involve multiple plaintiffs and,
in class action, could involve many
plaintiffs who didn’t even want to be
part of the claim. For class action, the
court is authorized to award the lesser
of up to $500 per plaintiff per violation
or up to $500,000. In other words, liabil-
ity under MSPA could be half a million
dollars.

HEspecially in the case of a fabricated
claim or an unintended violation, this
could be financially devastating for
farmers. Costs like these to agricul-
tural employers on top of attorneys’
fees, court fees, and awards pursuant to
other claim avenues should be taken
seriously. They can be significant bur-
dens on employers who did not know-
ingly or purposefully violate H-2A re-
quirements.

At the very least, we should allow
our growers the opportunity to remedy
a potential violation before they are
hit with a huge penalty. Today’s mo-
tion to recommit would do just that. If
the purpose of filing a complaint is to
seek redress, then this amendment pro-
vides a reasonable path forward.

I am sure that those whose purpose it
is to subject employers to additional
claims, frivolous or otherwise, will op-
pose my amendment, but those who un-
derstand the importance of helping
U.S. farmers in the face of constant
and growing competition from foreign
agricultural operations without our
high labor standards understand how
reasonable a right to cure is.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I
yield an additional 1 minute to the
gentlewoman.

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker,
my amendment would retain the abil-
ity of H-2A workers to obtain redress,
but would provide important protec-
tion for growers, too.

Madam Speaker, if we adopt the mo-
tion to recommit, we will instruct the
Committee on the Judiciary to con-
sider my amendment to H.R. 1603 to
provide a commonsense right to cure
for our Nation’s farmers, who will be
subject to burdensome litigation under
this underlying bill.

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent to include the text of the
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amendment in the RECORD imme-
diately prior to the vote on the motion
to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, may
I inquire how much time remains on
both sides?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from California has 9 min-
utes remaining. The gentleman from
California has 5% minutes remaining.

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CUELLAR).

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker,
farm work is hard work. Both of my
parents, Odilia and Martin, were farm-
workers. It is very hard work. It is one
of those type of jobs that is very nec-
essary to make sure that we bring food
to the table.

I represent several areas that are
rural, and my ranchers and my farmers
need an ag work program. It has to.
They need it. I have always said, if an
American wants the job, let them have
that job. But if they are not going to
fill that position, then we need to have
a guest worker plan, just like we did
during World War II, where we did the
Bracero program. Therefore, we need to
support this for our ranchers and our
farmers.

I will tell you this, it is not amnesty.
What Ronald Reagan did in 1986, that
was amnesty. This is not amnesty. And
if you want to talk about border secu-
rity, this will help secure the border.

Let me explain. If you have people
who will come into a secure system to
come work, and then they go back,
then you can have Border Patrol focus
on the people who have the bad mo-
tives, the people who want to bring in
drugs, the people who want to smuggle
or traffic people. So this actually will
help border security if we set this up
right, like they did in World War II.

Madam Speaker, I ask Members to
support this program. It is needed by
our farmworkers. We need to do it.

Madam Speaker, I want to thank
Chairwoman ZOE LOFGREN and Mr.
NADLER for their work.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker,
may I inquire of my friend from Cali-
fornia if she has any additional speak-
ers?

Ms. LOFGREN. No, I do not.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

Just yesterday, the Secretary of
Homeland Security told the Homeland
Security Committee that the border is
secure. The Secretary said the border
is secure, despite saying only 1 day ear-
lier that the Department of Homeland
Security is on pace to encounter more
individuals on the southwest border
than we have in the last 20 years.

He said the border is secure, despite a
590 percent increase in the number of
family units crossing the border in the
first 6 weeks of the Biden administra-
tion.
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He said the border is secure, despite
Customs and Border Protection refer-
ring over 7,300 unaccompanied alien
minors to the Department of Health
and Human Services during the month
of February. That is the highest num-
ber of referrals in any February in the
history of the program.
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He said the border is secure despite
the Biden administration’s plan to use
the Dallas Convention Center to house
thousands of the unaccompanied mi-
nors who the cartels have smuggled
across the border.

No matter what Secretary Mayorkas
says, the fact is the border is not se-
cure, and it is not secure because of
President Biden’s dangerous immigra-
tion policies.

We know that when foreign nationals
think they can easily get into the U.S.
and be rewarded with legal status,
which is what this bill does, they flood
the border.

We are watching that happen before
our eyes. Aliens are flooding the border
in response to the President’s rhetoric
and policies and in response to the
promises of additional rewards made
through bills like this.

Talk of amnesty fuels border cross-
ings. That is a fact.

This bill grants amnesty and a spe-
cial path to U.S. citizenship to at least
1 million farmworkers currently in the
United States. I have seen estimates
that go up to 2% million—nobody real-
ly knows—as well as to their spouses
and children.

This bill allows aliens to get green
cards even if they illegally reentered
the U.S., committed immigration
fraud, voted illegally in a Federal or
State election, or have two serious
misdemeanor convictions.

The supporters of this bill claim that
illegal aliens who get green cards must
work in agriculture. However, the bill
includes broad waiver authority that
allows those who did not complete all
the work requirements because of
weather conditions or COVID or if the
alien was fired, among other situa-
tions, to still get a green card.

Those legalized under this bill would,
from the outset, compete directly for
jobs with Americans. Nothing in this
bill prevents those who get employ-
ment authorization during the initial
process from working in non-
agricultural labor sectors. And of
course, once they and their family
members get a green card, as provided
under this legislation, they are free to
work wherever they want.

This bill sends a powerful message
and an invitation to those who cross
our borders illegally that they can ex-
pect to be rewarded with legal status
and, ultimately, green cards and an ex-
pedited path to citizenship.

But far worse than that, it floods our
market with low-wage labor at a time
when Americans are struggling to re-
cover from the devastating lockdowns
that have crushed the dreams of so
many working families.



H1558

I will end as I began. The people who
were most helped by the economic ex-
pansion that we saw were working-
class Americans because the Trump ad-
ministration got control of our borders
and stemmed the flow of this illegal
labor.

They made the greatest gains during
the expansion; they have been the most
harmed during the lockdowns; and this
adds to their burdens and woes by en-
suring that the market for their skills
and labor will remain stagnant for a
decade to come.

Please don’t do this to those good
Americans in this perilous time for our
country.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

There has been a lot of rhetoric
today about the border, and I think it
is important to address some of it.

First, let’s get the facts straight. The
uptick in apprehensions at the south-
ern border began in April 2020, last
year, long before we knew President
Biden was even going to become the
Democratic nominee, much less the
President.

During the pandemic, the Trump ad-
ministration did something that trou-
bled me a great deal and that I ob-
jected to. They ignored the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act. That was a bi-
partisan bill. Congressman CHRIS
SMITH from New Jersey was the lead on
the Republican side. I worked on it on
our side along with others. It had a
very precise protocol for what to do
when an unaccompanied child pre-
sented at the border, a potential traf-
ficking victim.

Instead of following that protocol,
the prior administration would simply
take that child, an 11- or 12-year-old
little girl, and turn her back into Mex-
ico, not knowing what would happen to
her.

Now, those children who have been in
squalid camps for the last year are
being addressed pursuant to the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act. It is
correct that we have had more children
present than we were prepared to deal
with, and there was a scramble to take
care of those children properly. But it
has nothing to do with the Farm Work
Modernization Act.

I listened with some interest to the
suggestion that there needs to be a
change in the Migrant and Seasonal
Agricultural Worker Protection Act
provisions of this bill. Currently, H-2A
employers must comply with the H-2A
program requirements, which largely
meet or exceed MSPA. The primary
difference is that the DOL stands in
the place of the foreign farmworker in
bringing forward cases of alleged viola-
tion of the H-2A program.

The Fair Labor Standards Act and a
number of other Federal and State
laws apply to the H-2A program, but it
is worth noting that any H-2A em-
ployer that employs one or more do-
mestic workers who perform seasonal
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or temporary agricultural work is al-
ready covered under MSPA, and that
would be close to like all employers.
This bill would formally place all em-
ployers of H-2A workers under MSPA,
impacting only those who hire no do-
mestic employees.

The idea that there needs to be a
right to cure has merit, except it is al-
ready addressed in this bill because it
requires mandatory mediation. If there
is a problem that can be fixed, it will
be fixed in the mediation system. That
is quite new.

The other thing to point out is that
there are no attorney’s fees provided
for in the bill or in MSPA, so the idea
that somehow this is a windfall for the
trial bar is simply incorrect.

There is a great Q&A truth setting in
a publication called Hoard’s Dairyman,
“What the Farm Workforce Act could
mean.”” I include the article in the
RECORD.

[From Hoard’s Dairyman, Mar. 15, 2021]

WHAT THE FARM WORKFORCE ACT COULD
MEAN

(By Bob Gray)

The Farm Workforce Modernization Act,
bipartisan bill H.R. 1603, was reintroduced
this week by Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren
(D-Calif.) and Congressman Dan Newhouse
(R-Wash.). It could be taken up by the full
House this week.

Here are some additional details about the
bill. Most of this information came from the
four Republican leads—Representatives Dan
Newhouse (R-Wash.), Mike Simpson (R-
ldaho), Mario Diaz-Balart (R-Fla.), and Doug
LaMalfa (R-Calif.). Before reading further, I
want to reiterate, however, that this is a bi-
partisan bill with support from both sides of
the aisle.

The Farm Workforce Modernization Act
(FWMA) expands the current H-2A seasonal
worker program to include full-time, year-
round workers for dairy and other agricul-
tural businesses.

The bill is not perfect, but it is a very good
start in providing an extremely important
piece of the legislative reform needed by
dairy farmers. Right now, as you all know,
we have no program. We have never had an
immigration worker program in the past.

When the bill goes before the House next
week, you will hear various pros and cons
about it in the press. Therefore, I thought it
would be useful to include a ‘‘Facts and
Myths” sheet about the legislation so you
can fully understand its provisions and not
be misled by information that is incorrect.

THIS IS WHAT THE FARM WORKFORCE
MODERNIZATION ACT DOES

Simplifies H-2A by reducing duplicative
paperwork—only one filing needed instead of
three.

Bureaucracy is reduced even further for
many farmers with staggered labor needs.
Farmers can file one petition for the entire
season, allowing for staggered entry of H-2A
workers.

Modernizes recruitment by allowing em-
ployers to post job openings on an online job
registry. No classified ads are required.

Reduces labor costs by freezing wages for
one year and capping wage growth there-
after. The adverse effect wage rate is re-
placed in later years.

Makes available 60,000 year-round H-2A
visas over the first three years, growing an-
nually by 12.5%. Dairy is guaranteed at least
half of these visas, and any unused visas are
available for other agriculture industries.
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Stabilizes the existing workforce by giving
legitimate farmworkers a chance to get a
five-year Certified Agriculture Worker
(CAW) visa to work in U.S. agriculture. As
long as the worker continues to meet min-
imum days in agriculture annually, the
worker can continue to work in the U.S.
with unlimited five-year renewals. CAWs can
cross the border as they need without re-
striction.

CAWs can earn the opportunity to apply
for a green card by paying a penalty and con-
tinuing to work in agriculture for at least
eight years. If a CAW can prove 10 years of
prior work in agriculture, they can apply for
a green card after four years.

MYTHS AND FACTS

MYTH: This bill will codify wage surveys
into law and result in multiple wage classes.
Under this bill, wages will be much higher
than the current Adverse Effect Wage Rate
(AEWR).

FACT: This bill provides for greater cer-
tainty and granularity in wages. First, this
bill applies a one-year freeze of wages across
all categories at the current year’s rate.
After the one-year freeze, all wage rates are
then limited in any increases year over year
to 3.26% with the ability to decrease 1.5%.
(Exception: If the resulting wage is less than
110% of the federal or state minimum wage,
then the wage could increase an additional
percentage point to 4.25%.) After year 10, the
AEWR requirement ends, and the Secretaries
of Agriculture and Labor must develop a new
wage standard with input from stakeholders.
If Congress fails to act to control and reform
AEWR, some estimates have shown AEWR
rates could rise 7% to 8% annually in the
coming years.

MYTH: Adjusted workers are treated im-
mediately as U.S. workers, thus requiring
employers to hire them. This displaces pre-
vious H-2A workers.

FACT: This bill includes a provision that
allows employers to prioritize their longtime
H-2A workers over new Certified Agriculture
Workers (CAWs). CAWs have a requirement
to work in agriculture that no domestic
worker has. Because of that requirement and
proven experience in agriculture work, CAWs
do receive preference over new foreign agri-
culture workers. There is no expansion of the
current workforce; CAW workers are already
here and working in agriculture. The bill
eliminates the legal chaos farmers and work-
ers face today.

MYTH: This bill does not allow agricul-
tural associations to file as agents on behalf
of their members.

FACT: This bill does not affect the ability
of associations to file as agents. The bill al-
lows associations to file as agents, or as a
joint or sole employer of workers.

MYTH: This bill provides no relief for
dairies or year-round agriculture.

FACT: This bill creates year-round access
to the H-2A program for dairy and other ag-
ricultural sectors that desperately need
workers but have previously been unable to
utilize the program. Without this bill, year-
round agriculture has no access to a legal
foreign workforce.

MYTH: This bill would create new funding
for the Legal Services Corporation.

FACT: There is no new funding in this bill
for the Legal Services Corporation.

MYTH: This bill requires farmworker hous-
ing to meet Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) standards.

FACT: Farmworker housing is already re-
quired to meet OSHA standards, and DOL re-
quires annual approved inspections before
approving a certification. The bill makes no
changes to that requirement, and in fact, re-
duces the inspection to every two years. The
bill provides $11 billion in additional funds to
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offset costs for grower-provided and other
farmworker housing.

MYTH: This bill establishes a new bureau-
cratic complaint/investigation process that
allows anyone to file a complaint.

FACT: There is no new process established
in this bill. It simply codifies existing regu-
lations.

MYTH: The bill requires more reporting on
employer recruitment efforts.

FACT: There are no additional reporting
requirements in this bill, and requirements
for recruitment efforts have been simplified
and modernized.

MYTH: This bill creates a new private
right of action for H-2A workers under the
Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker
Protection Act (MSPA).

FACT: Currently, H-2A employers must
comply with the H-2A program require-
ments, which largely meet or exceed MSPA.
The primary difference is that DOL stands in
the place of the foreign farmworker in bring-
ing forward cases of alleged violations of the
H-2A program, the Fair Labor Standards Act
(FLSA), and a number of other federal and
state laws. In addition, any H-2A employer
that employs one or more domestic worker
who performs seasonal or temporary agricul-
tural work is also currently covered under
MSPA. The bill would formally place all em-
ployers of H-2A workers under MSPA (im-
pacting only those who currently hire no do-
mestic employees for seasonal or temporary
work) while creating a new mandatory medi-
ation requirement for any claim not just
filed under MSPA but extended it to claims
under the H-2A program and FLSA. Manda-
tory mediation could help reduce litigation
costs and attorney fees for growers, in part
by resolving frivolous claims before reaching
the court room.

MYTH: This bill gives workers up to two
years to file a legal claim against an em-
ployer, even after the worker has returned to
their home country.

FACT: Under current statue, H-2A workers
already get this. There is nothing new in this
bill. Many state-based claims have longer
statute of limitations.

MYTH: This bill gives the Department of
Labor (DOL) a new ability to sue on behalf of
employees.

FACT: Under the Fair Labor Standards Act
(FLSA), DOL already has this ability. There
is nothing new in this bill.

MYTH: To overcome a denial of labor cer-
tification, this legislation places the burden
of proof on employers to show that domestic
workers were turned away for lawful rea-
sons.

FACT: Nothing new is in this bill. This
provision already exists under current law.

MYTH: This bill permits very limited ap-
peals and does not grant de novo appeals of
denials or Notice of Disagreement (NOD).

FACT: This bill allows employers to quick-
ly fix application deficiencies, as with cur-
rent law. The bill, however, improves this
process by creating a new emergency proce-
dure for farmers so issues are fixed faster
and workers are not delayed. It also allows
for post-certification modifications.

MYTH: This bill establishes a new require-
ment for employers to provide housing for
domestic workers outside of a 50-mile dis-
tance.

FACT: The bill does not change any cur-
rent housing requirements. As with current
law, the requirement to provide housing ap-
plies only to U.S. workers who live outside of
the normal commuting distance for the area.

MYTH: The bill makes no meaningful re-
form to the high housing costs in the H-2A
program.

FACT: The bill makes historic investments
in farmworker housing while reducing em-
ployer costs in providing such housing, in-
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cluding to H-2A workers. The bill provides $1
billion to rehabilitate existing housing, tri-
ples federal funding for USDA Section 514/516
rural housing and grant programs, and dou-
bles funding for the Section 521 rental assist-
ance program. The bill also reduces the cost
of providing housing to H-2A workers by
making operating assistance subsidies avail-
able to 514/516 property owners who house H-
2A workers.

MYTH: Mandatory E-Verify just for agri-
culture means thousands of year-round em-
ployers will have no access to labor whatso-
ever.

FACT: This bill provides a way for the cur-
rent workforce to get right with the law,
which means they would be compliant with
E-Verify. As noted above, the bill provides
employers with two avenues for hiring new
yvear-round workers. The E-Verify require-
ment would only apply to new hires and is
phased in, beginning three years after enact-
ment.

MYTH: Illegal farmworkers, their spouses,
and all their dependents are provided a spe-
cial, expedited path to legal, permanent resi-
dence and will move out of agriculture and
into other jobs in the economy.

FACT: This bill does not create an imme-
diate path to permanent residence. First, it
creates a temporary legal status that can
only be renewed with significant agricultural
work. Second, the bill provides the option of
earning permanent residence through contin-
ued agricultural work, but it would take at
a minimum five to 10 years to earn such sta-
tus, depending on the amount of past agri-
cultural work the worker could demonstrate.
These significant past and future work com-
mitments would ensure the stability of
American agriculture for years to come.
Spouses and dependents receive the same
protections that currently exist in the H-2A
program.

MYTH: The bill puts AEWR into law after
2029 with no increase or decrease in caps.
Keeping the AEWR for another 10 years and
preserving it in statute means employers
will see no relief.

FACT: After year 10, the AEWR require-
ment ends, and the Secretaries of Agri-
culture and Labor must develop a new wage
standard with input from stakeholders.

MYTH: The bill provides new authority for
the DOL to award back wages, penalties, and
damages and/or to debar employers from the
program for five years or permanently.

FACT: The DOL already has authority to
temporarily debar bad actors. This bill would
give the DOL new authority to permanently
debar individuals who have previously been
debarred and are habitual violators of the
program’s requirements.

Ms. LOFGREN. We have labored long
and hard, those of us in our bipartisan
group that worked to solve a problem
that our country has, which is we need
a stable workforce in the agricultural
sector.

I thank last year’s chairman of the
Agriculture Committee, Collin Peter-
son, for the work that he did on this
bill; this year’s chair who also supports
this bill, Mr. ScoTT; as well as the
ranking member who said that he
would vote for it even though there are
some things he would like to change. It
is a compromise, and it was worked on
for almost over a year to get to this
point.

We believe that having a legal work-
force in agriculture that will give sta-
bility is not only good for those work-
ers, but it is good for their employers,
and it is good for America.
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We believe that making sure that
there is a future flow of a legal work-
force not only into farms but now into
dairy is good for America because we
think immigration ought to be legal. It
ought to be regularized. It ought to be
orderly. That is what this bill would
accomplish.

Finally, there has been a lot of talk
about enforcement. This bill has en-
forcement in it. When the bill is imple-
mented, we will have a strategy in a
legal way to meet the needs of agri-
culture in America. If we have that as
law, we ought to enforce that law. That
is why, on a bipartisan basis, we agreed
that E-Verify ought to be applied to
this whole sector.

This is a package that will make
America stronger. It is fair to farm-
workers. It is fair to farmers. And it is
good for America. I hope that people
will vote for it on both sides of the
aisle. So many of us worked together
to bring it to this point.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker,
farmworkers toil under difficult and dangerous
conditions for long hours and low pay to en-
sure America has a safe and plentiful food
supply.

Because of the scarcity of domestic farm
labor, for decades, the agricultural sector has
depended largely on the labor of migrant
workers. The vast majority of crop workers in
the United States were not born here and are
undocumented or here on guest visas. Though
these workers perform incredibly difficult work
under hazardous conditions, they are often un-
able to seek recourse when their rights are
violated. A pathway to citizenship, when ac-
companied by appropriate oversight meas-
ures, could help reduce these dedicated work-
ers’ justifiable fear of reprisal for asserting
their rights. Farmworkers are integral to our
communities and our economy. Creating a
pathway to citizenship for these individuals—
who work to feed us and our country year
after year—as well as their families is both an
economic and humanitarian necessity.

| support legalization of vulnerable, undocu-
mented workers and a path to citizenship.
However, in exchange for legalization for
some undocumented farmworkers, this bill
would depress labor standards for H—2A work-
ers. Because weakened labor standards for
H—2A workers could adversely impact the do-
mestic workforce, this bill could negatively im-
pact the economic security of all farmworkers.

Wage cuts for many H-2A workers in turn
would depress wages for all farmworkers. The
adverse effect wage rate (AEWR), which is
often the binding wage paid to H-2A workers,
is designed to ensure that wages paid to H-—
2A workers do not depress wages for U.S.
farmworkers. This means the AEWR must be
high enough to reflect wages paid in the local
labor market. This bill would change the way
the AEWR is currently calculated over the first
ten years to reflect average wages paid to
farmworkers in the region according to their
specific occupation, rather than the average
wage paid to farmworkers across all occupa-
tions. However, the bill fails to require the use
of data that actually reflects local wage condi-
tions. Additionally, while setting limitations on
how much AEWR wages can decrease after
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an initial one-year freeze, the bill imposes
caps on wage increases from year to year,
limiting whether AEWR can truly reflect wages
paid in the local labor market.

As a result of these changes to the AEWR,
the majority of H-2A workers would see their
wages actually go down, albeit modestly, while
others would see the growth in their wages
capped. | have opposed similar efforts pro-
posed by the Trump Administration that would
depress wages.

This year, | was pleased to lead House ef-
forts to include an increase to the federal min-
imum wage in the House-passed American
Rescue Plan (H.R. 1319). While those min-
imum wage provisions did not ultimately sur-
vive Senate budget reconciliation rules, | will
continue to push for H.R. 603, the Raise the
Wage Act, which would gradually raise the
federal minimum wage to $15 per hour by
2025. | am confident that in the next ten
years, we will enact a meaningful increase in
the federal minimum wage, boosting wages for
workers across our nation—including farm-
workers. However, | am concerned that H.R.
1603, Farm Workforce Modernization Act of
2021, will create artificial barriers to wage
growth, or worse, lead to wage cuts, con-
tinuing to leave farmworkers relegated to low
pay and economic insecurity.

Our country’s wage and hour laws are de-
signed to ensure that workers are guaranteed
a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work. But this
right is only as strong as a worker’s ability to
hold employers accountable, especially in
court. Unfortunately, this bill creates obstacles
that may delay farmworkers’ ability to access
their day in court, when they have been vic-
tims of wage theft. While | welcome extending
coverage of the Migrant and Seasonal Agricul-
tural Worker Protection Act (MSPA) to H-2A
workers, adding a mediation requirement to
both the MSPA and the Fair Labor Standards
Act (FLSA) is problematic. This bill enables
employers to impose three months of manda-
tory mediation when an H-2A worker brings a
civil suit under these laws, even if the worker
does not consent to the mediation and wants
his or her day in court. This undermines the
voluntary nature of mediation and provides
bad actors with an avenue for delaying or de-
nying wage recovery. This delay could prove
significant for farmworkers who may be in this
country for a limited amount of time to partici-
pate in litigation. This is especially fraught
given that, in contrast to MSPA, the FLSA pro-
vides for recovery of unpaid wages and lig-
uidated, or double, damages and recovery of
attorney’s fees, plus costs. This provision may
also pull domestic farmworkers or other visa
classifications of workers into required medi-
ation where there are collective or class ac-
tions, thereby undermining incentives for other
workers to join with H-2A workers to seek re-
dress.

Last Congress, | supported the passage of
H.R. 1423, the FAIR Act, to ban forced arbitra-
tion in many areas, including employment, be-
cause it could delay or totally block workers’
access to courts. We should promote legisla-
tion that protects workers’ fundamental right to
have their day in court, not delay it.

This bill denies newly legalized farmworkers
and their families access to key social safety
net programs. Denial of benefits that can pro-
mote economic stability, coupled with the bill’s
wage suppressing provisions, threatens to cre-
ate a long-term pool of economically vulner-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

able workers. While most of these individuals
do not currently have access to these benefits
due to their immigration status, leaving immi-
grant workers who are granted legal status
under this legislation without access to social
safety net programs establishes a dangerous
precedent that access to health care and other
basic necessities can be traded away for a
path to legal status.

This legislation weakens the current recruit-
ment and hiring standards for U.S. farm-
workers. A reduction in employers’ obligations
to hire U.S. workers under this bill will under-
mine one of the core principles of the H-2A
program: that H-2A workers should fill in gaps
in the farm workforce that U.S. employers are
truly unable to fill, rather than merely replacing
U.S. workers that employers could attract with
reasonable efforts. | raised concerns with simi-
lar efforts to modify recruitment standards by
the Trump Administration in 2019.

Agricultural work is hazardous, and workers
in this sector have few legal health and safety
protections. Ensuring that H-2A workers and
all farmworkers have safe, healthy working
conditions is critical. | am pleased that this bill
requires H-2A employers to maintain heat ill-
ness prevention plans and requires H-2A em-
ployers in the dairy industry to maintain work-
place safety plans. However, as presently writ-
ten, some provisions are ambiguous and
would be difficult to enforce; other provisions
have weak minimum requirements that would
limit their value. As this legislation moves for-
ward, | would urge the inclusions of stronger
health and safety standards.

Strong labor protections are vital to protect
both H-2A workers, who are vulnerable given
their temporary status, and domestic farm-
workers, whose employers may be
disincentivized to provide employment. This is
especially true given that farmworkers have
historically been carved out of labor and em-
ployment laws, leaving these workers with
fewer wage protections and rights to bargain
for better working conditions.

While this bill does make some improve-
ments in immigration law, | look forward to
supporting a version of this bill that more ac-
curately reflects strong labor standards.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 233, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the bill, as
amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, 1
have a motion to recommit at the
desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mrs. Fischbach moves to recommit the bill
H.R. 1603 to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The material previously referred to
by Mrs. FISCHBACH is as follows:

At the end of section 204(b), add the fol-
lowing:

(4) RIGHT TO CURE.— If an H-2A worker files
a civil lawsuit alleging a violation under the
Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker
Protection Act (29 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), an ag-
ricultural employer may, not later than 5
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days after receiving service of the complaint,
file with the court documentation dem-
onstrating that the action giving rise to the
complaint has been remedied. The court may
dismiss such complaint if satisfied that the
complaint has been resolved.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 2(b) of rule XIX, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion
to recommit.

The question is on the motion to re-
commit.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question are
postponed.

Pursuant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX,
further consideration of H.R. 1603 is
postponed.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

PROTECT DEMOCRACY IN BURMA
ACT OF 2021

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1112) to require a report on the
military coup in Burma, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1112

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protect De-
mocracy in Burma Act of 2021°°.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) On March 14, 2005, the House of Rep-
resentatives agreed to H. Res. 135, which es-
tablished the House Democracy Assistance
Commission (later changed to the House De-
mocracy Partnership, hereafter referred to
as ‘“HDP”) to work directly with par-
liaments around the world to support the de-
velopment of effective, independent, and re-
sponsive legislative institutions.

(2) HDP approved a legislative strength-
ening partnership with Burma in 2016 and or-
ganized the first congressional delegation to
meet with the new civilian-led government,
led by State Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi,
and civil society leaders in May 2016.

(3) On February 2, 2021, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State assessed that Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi, the leader of Burma’s ruling party,
and President Win Myint, the duly elected
head of government, were deposed in a mili-
tary coup on February 1, 2021.

(4) As part of the military coup, the Bur-
mese military declared martial law, sus-
pended the civilian-led government, and de-
tained newly elected Members of Parliament
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in the capitol, Naypyidaw, thereby usurping
the role of the democratically elected gov-
ernment and parliament.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) due to the Burmese military’s seizure of
government through the detention of State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, President Win
Myint, and other government leaders, Burma
is not represented by a democratically-elect-
ed government;

(2) the inability of newly elected Members
of Parliament to begin their official mandate
due to the Burmese military’s actions di-
rectly threatens the democratic trajectory of
Burma’s Parliament, and thereby the coun-
try;

(3) the will and determination of those
duly-elected Members of Parliament who are
taking it upon themselves to continue serv-
ing as representatives of the people through
alternative methods of communicating and
convening should be lauded; and

(4) by preventing the Parliament from
completing its work, the Burmese military
has rendered impossible and effectively nul-
lified the international collaborative rela-
tionships that have supported and strength-
ened the institution, including the Burmese
parliament’s partnership with HDP.

SEC. 4. POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES REGARD-
ING BURMA’S DEMOCRACY.

It is the policy of the United States to—

(1) condemn the military coup in Burma,
to urge the unconditional release of detained
democratically-elected leaders and civil soci-
ety members, and to support a return to Bur-
ma’s democratic transition;

(2) instruct, as appropriate, representatives
of the United States Government to use the
voice, vote, and influence of the United
States at the United Nations to hold ac-
countable those responsible for the military
coup in Burma; and

(3) engage with the Association of South-
east Asian Nations (ASEAN) and ASEAN
member states to promote a return to Bur-
ma’s democratic transition and democratic
values throughout Southeast Asia, and sup-
port the centrality of ASEAN within the re-
gional architecture of the Indo-Pacific.

SEC. 5. REPORT.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
State shall submit to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Foreign Relations and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate a report on the military coup in Burma,
including a description of efforts to imple-
ment the policy specified in section 4.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MEEKS) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. McCAUL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1112,
as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I want to start by
thanking Mr. CONNOLLY for this impor-
tant bill before us today.
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The Protect Democracy in Burma
Act of 2021 is a timely measure that en-
sures the United States is not silent
when a military coup supplants democ-
racy. It also directs strong U.S. en-
gagement with our partners at the U.N.
and ASEAN because we are always
stronger when we are united.

In 2015, decades of brutal military
rule gave way to what many hoped
would be a new era of reform and de-
mocratization in Burma. That hope
was short-lived, and the Tatmadaw
began to show its true colors as it en-
gaged in a genocide of the Rohingya
Muslim minority.

Now, a little more than 5 years after
the democratic opening that it helped
usher in, the military has halted Bur-
ma’s democratic experiment.

By all accounts, Burma’s November
2020 parliamentary elections were cred-
ible, and claims of widespread fraud
have been debunked by election-moni-
toring authorities. The United States
condemns, in the strongest possible
terms, the actions of the Burmese mili-
tary and its violent crackdown and
killing of protesters. But we cannot
stand alone.
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To be most effective, the United
States must work with our partners in
the region in condemning the
Tatmadaw’s brutal actions in sup-
porting democracy and respect for the
election outcome.

Madam Speaker, that is exactly what
this bill sets out to do. It makes clear
where the U.S. stands. It promotes
multilateral cooperation as we work to
hold the Burmese military accountable
and call for a return to Burma’s demo-
cratic transition. It also ensures re-
porting to Congress so that we can
properly review U.S. policy.

Madam Speaker, this is a very impor-
tant bill that sends a message to the
people of Burma and to the entire
world, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this measure.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MCcCAUL. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, on February 1, Bur-
ma’s military seized power yet again,
ending 5 years of a flawed, but hopeful,
democracy, and dragging Burma back
into brutal military rule. Since that
day, the world has watched horrified as
pro-democracy protestors are met with
brutal violence in the streets.

The Burmese military has used com-
munications blackouts, curfews, and
mass detentions to stifle opposition.
They have used live ammunition
against peaceful protestors. Hundreds
have been Kkilled and thousands de-
tained. At the same time, the lead op-
position to the Burmese military, the
National League for Democracy, is fac-
ing further repression. NLD members
have been rounded up and charged with
baseless crimes, including NLD’s lead-
er, Aung San Suu Kyi.
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Madam Speaker, that is why I am
asking my colleagues to join me today
in supporting this resolution. I really
want to thank the chairman and Mr.
CoNNOLLY of Virginia for bringing this
bill forward, to make it clear that the
United States of America condemns
this coup. It encourages engagement
with southeast nations to promote
Burma’s return to democracy.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support it, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I yield
5 minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. CONNOLLY), an esteemed
member of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs and author of this important
bill.

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, 1
thank my distinguished friend for the
wonderful work he is doing as our new
chairman of the House Committee on
Foreign Affairs. And I thank my friend,
Mr. McCAUL, the distinguished ranking
member.

Madam Speaker, this is an important
bipartisan statement. Lives are at
stake. It is urgent this House speak
with one voice about what is happening
in Myanmar, formerly Burma. The cur-
rent crisis in the wake of a military
coup in which violence is escalating by
the day and protestors are being killed
by the dozens demands a timely re-
sponse.

I was pleased to introduce this bill in
collaboration with the House Democ-
racy Partnership chairman, Mr. DAVID
PRrICE, and our Republican colleague,
Mr. VERN BUCHANAN of Florida.

On February 1, the Burmese military
seized control of Burma’s Government
in a coup d’etat by detaining democrat-
ically elected leaders from the Na-
tional League of Democracy, NLD, just
hours before the country’s new par-
liament was set to meet for its first
session. And that was following an
overwhelming election result in that
country.

Among those detained were State
Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi;
President U Win Myint; and other sen-
ior NLD leaders. In one fell swoop, the
military plunged this national democ-
racy into renewed political turmoil
just as it was emerging from five dec-
ades of military rule and isolation.

In 2015, more than 30 million voters
elected the NLD and its leader, Aung
San Suu Kyi, to power in the country’s
first general election.

The country’s first peaceful transfer
of power from military rule to a civil-
ian government was celebrated around
the world. Pictures of voters proudly
raising their ink-stained fingers after
the voting in the country’s 2015 and
2020 elections had been replaced trag-
ically by images of anger and tears and
bloodshed.

The military takeover has jeopard-
ized hard-won progress on everything,
from infrastructure or education in-
vestments to the country’s fragile
peace process. It seeks to snuff out the
hopes of the Burmese people for a bet-
ter future.
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At least 149 people, including chil-
dren, have been killed by the security
forces. Mass funerals have been con-
ducted all across the country. More
than 2,100 individuals—civilians, stu-
dents, journalists, unionists—have
been detained. Millions have poured
onto the streets all across Burma to
demand a return to democracy, putting
themselves at grave risk for the sake of
their own freedom.

A civil disobedience movement has
emerged with medics, bankers, law-
yers, teachers, engineers, factory work-
ers, students, leaving their jobs and
their study as a form of resistance
against the coup. Despite military or-
ders to shoot to kill, they have not
backed down.

While we cannot be on the streets of
Yangon or Mandalay or Nay Pyi Taw,
we must stand in solidarity with those
brave people in their peaceful protests
against this coup.

That is what this bill seeks to do.
The Protect Democracy in Burma Act
would establish that it is the policy of
the United States Government to en-
gage with the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations and their member states
to condemn the coup, urge uncondi-
tional release of detained leaders and
civil society members, and support the
immediate return to a democratic
transition. It instructs the TUnited
States Government to use its voice,
vote, and influence in the U.N. to hold
accountable those responsible for this
coup.

Finally, the legislation states, as the
sense of Congress, that the Burmese
military has effectively nullified its
participation with the House Democ-
racy Partnership—a partnership here
at the House that has been in place for
the past 5 years.

Madam Speaker, I was privileged,
along with our chairman, Mr. PRICE, to
travel to Burma and meet with Aung
San Suu Kyi as part of that partner-
ship delegation back in 2016, a visit
that reinforced our commitment to
supporting Burma’s democratization
and development. The Burmese mili-
tary must respect the results of demo-
cratic elections and allow the demo-
cratic transition in Burma to continue.

Madam Speaker, with this bill, with
one voice, Congress will send a clear
signal to the military junta that its
unlawful seizure of power will not be
accepted and there will be hope for the
Burmese people.

Mr. McCAUL. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. TENNEY).

Ms. TENNEY. Madam Speaker, I
thank the chairman and the ranking
member for their leadership.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 1112 and H. Res. 134. Both
of these bills support democracy and
stand with the people of Burma, also
known as Myanmar.

New York’s 22nd District is home to
more than 4,000 Burmese refugees and
new Burmese-American citizens. They
have been coming to our region for
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over 20 years. They are demanding ac-
tion and a return to civilian rule in
Burma. I stand with them and all of
my colleagues in condemning the atro-
cious human rights abuses that are
taking place at the hands of the mili-
tary coup last month.

I am honored to be an original co-
sponsor on both of these bills on Burma
as a member of the Committee on For-
eign Affairs, where they received
strong Dbipartisan support. Though
these bills will not solve the problem in
Burma, this will provide continued
pressure on the military and a strong
unified international condemnation
will add to that. However, these bills
are a very important step in the right
direction.

The Burmese refugees and American
citizens I represent in New York’s 22nd
District remain resolute in support of
their friends and families who are suf-
fering through this tragic process. In
Utica, for example, they continue to
advocate peacefully and protest in soli-
darity with those in their home coun-
try, displaying signs that read: ‘‘Save
Democracy, Save Burma.”’

The passion and courage of the Bur-
mese people both in my district and in
Burma is inspiring. I am honored to
provide a voice for them in this august
body.

Madam Speaker, I urge all to remain
committed to the Burmese people’s
quest for democracy and to oppose the
assault on their free and fair govern-
ment.

Again, I thank Chairman MEEKS,
Ranking Member McCAUL, and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY)
for being so strong on this initiative. It
is critically important to the Burmese
refugees in my community.

To the citizens: We stand with you.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. PRICE), the distinguished
chairman of the House Democracy
Partnership.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, I am proud to advocate the
passage of H.R. 1112, the Protect De-
mocracy in Burma Act; and H. Res. 134,
a resolution condemning the military
coup taking place in Burma.

I commend Chairman MEEKS and
Ranking Member MCcCAUL for their
leadership. As chairman of the House
Democracy Partnership, I am happy to
work alongside Representative CON-
NOLLY to champion this bill, and I com-
mend Representative LEVIN for his
good work, as well.

What is going on in Burma demands
action. The very foundation of Bur-
mese democracy and, consequently, the
country’s international standing now
hang in the balance as a result of the
Burmese military’s reckless action.
The situation is deteriorating rapidly,
with Burmese military and security
forces violently attacking and round-
ing up peaceful protestors, civil serv-
ants, community leaders, journalists,
and even emergency medical personnel.
The death toll is now estimated at 200.
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The democratically elected Govern-
ment of Burma, to be sure, had serious
flaws, but it had made significant
progress in improving the lives of Bur-
mese citizens. The House Democracy
Partnership had begun to work with
the democratically elected parliament,
as had the National Democratic Insti-
tute. The International Republican In-
stitute had begun to work on local gov-
ernance. That progress must be con-
solidated, built on, and expanded, not
washed away by the greed of a few gen-
erals in fear of losing their wealth, los-
ing the control they exercise at the ex-
pense of the Burmese people.

I strongly support the Biden adminis-
tration’s decision to place sanctions on
senior military leaders and military-
owned businesses. The economic and
political pressure must be intense.

We must do more, including working
with our friends and allies in the re-
gion, particularly members of the
ASEAN community, to keep up the
drumbeat, to keep up the pressure, for
the junta to step down and to restore
the democratically elected govern-
ment.

We must do all we can, and time is
not on our side. These two bills are a
beginning. They signify a unified and
urgent sense on the part of the House
that this coup simply must be reversed
and democratic government restored in
Burma.

Madam Speaker, I am proud to stand
with colleagues today in solidarity,
and I urge support of these two bills.

Mr. McCAUL. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the esteemed gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I thank the distinguished chairman for
his leadership, and I thank the ranking
member as well.

Madam Speaker, I stand here today
to recognize the hardworking Burmese
Americans who are here, who are fight-
ing every day for their friends and
their relatives in their native land.

On February 1, 2021, hours before the
Burmese Parliament was to convene in
a new session, Aung San Suu Kyi, the
leader of the Burma ruling party; and
President Win Myint, the duly-elected
head of government, were deposed in a
military coup.

How shameful.

As that coup was done, violence pre-
vailed. And as violence prevailed, peo-
ple lost their lives.
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This is a worthy act of condemna-
tion. I also support H. Res. 134, the res-
olution condemning the coup in
Burma, and condemning the still de-
taining of Aung San Suu Kyi to her
place of residence. She is in danger.

So I rise today to support H.R. 1112,
which declares: ‘It is the policy of the
United States to instruct, as appro-
priate, representatives of the United
States Government to use the voice,
vote, and influence of the TUnited
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States at the United Nations to hold
accountable those responsible for the
military coup in Burma.”’

The legislation also directs that not
later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this act that Congress
gets a report from the Secretary of
State as relates to the military coup in
Burma, and provide a description of the
efforts taken by the United States to
help the people of Burma restore their
democratic form of government.

I want to cite a constituent in my
district—first of all, the people from
Burma who have been generous in their
help of Houstonians, their fellow
Houstonians, in Hurricane Harvey, in
the freeze, in COVID-19—Mr. Mouton,
who has provided resources to all of the
people in the area representing the
community of those from Burma. He
has been generous in his support when
people have been in need. That is what
people from Burma here in the United
States do.

So this statement that we are mak-
ing is to say that we are standing with
the freedom fighters. We are standing
with those who believe in democracy.

And I want to salute the Parliament.
The Parliament and the duly elected
members of the Burmese Parliament
who have taken it upon themselves to
continue serving as representatives of
the people through alternative meth-
ods of communicating and convening is
courageous and laudable and inspires
the respect of freedom-loving people
everywhere.

It is our goal, as we stand on the
floor of the House, for the American
peoples’ voices to be heard through
H.R. 1112, the Protect Democracy in
Burma Act of 2021, and H. Res. 134, the
resolution condemning the coup in
Burma, and to support the American-
Burmese community.

Madam Speaker, as a senior member of the
Committee on the Judiciary and the Member
of Congress for the Eighteenth Congressional
District of Texas, the home of a large and vi-
brant Burmese community, | rise in strong
support of H.R. 1112, the “Protect Democracy
In Burma Act of 2021,” which condemns the
military coup in Burma and calls for the uncon-
ditional release of detained democratically-
elected leaders and civil society members and
declares it the policy of the United States to
support a return to Burma’s democratic transi-
tion.

Madam Speaker, on February 1, 2021,
hours before Burmese Parliament was to con-
vene in a new session Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi, the leader of Burma’s ruling party, and
President Win Myint, the duly elected head of
government, were deposed in a military coup
on February 1, 2021.

As part of the military coup, the Burmese
military declared martial law, suspended the
civilian led government, and detained newly
elected Members of Parliament in the capitol,
Naypyidaw, thereby usurping the role of the
democratically elected government and par-
liament.

The inability of newly elected Members of
Parliament to begin their official mandate due
to the Burmese military’s actions directly
threatens the democratic trajectory of Burma’s
Parliament, and thereby the country.
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By preventing the Parliament from com-
pleting its work, the Burmese military has ren-
dered impossible and effectively nullified the
international collaborative relationships that
have supported and strengthened the institu-
tion, including the Burmese parliament’s part-
nership with HDP.

Because of the Burmese military’s seizure
of government through the detention of State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, President Win
Myint, and other government leaders, Burma
is not represented by a democratically-elected
government.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 1112 declares it to
be the policy of the United States to instruct,
as appropriate, representatives of the United
States Government to use the voice, vote, and
influence of the United States at the United
Nations to hold accountable those responsible
for the military coup in Burma.

The legislation also directs the representa-
tives of the United States Government to en-
gage with the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) and ASEAN member states
to promote a return to Burma’s democratic
transition and democratic values throughout
Southeast Asia and support the centrality of
ASEAN within the regional architecture of the
Indo-Pacific.

Finally, the legislation directs that not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of State shall submit
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the
Committee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on For-
eign Relations and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate a report on the military
coup in Burma and a description of efforts
taken by the United States to help the people
of Burma restore their democratic form of gov-
ernment.

Madam Speaker, the will and determination
of those duly elected Members of the Bur-
mese Parliament who are taking it upon them-
selves to continue serving as representatives
of the people through alternative methods of
communicating and convening is courageous,
laudable, and inspires the respect of freedom
loving people everywhere.

That is why | strongly support H.R. 1112,
the “Protect Democracy in Burma Act of
2021,” and urge my colleagues to join me in
voting for its passage.

Mr. McCAUL. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, Members across the
aisle share the same concerns about
Burma’s military coup, and the brutal
human rights violations it has caused.
This Dbill ensures that the United
States of America’s condemnation of
this coup is a matter of record, and it
asks the administration to report to
Congress on this critical issue.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this measure, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume for
the purpose of closing.

Madam Speaker, again, I want to
thank Mr. CoNNOLLY for introducing
this legislation, and I want to thank
Ranking Member MCCAUL and my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
for making sure that we have a sin-
gular voice going forward.
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The world cannot turn a blind eye to
the violence perpetrated by the Bur-
mese military. With this important
measure, the United States sends a
clear signal that we stand with the
people of Burma in their longstanding
pursuit for democracy, and a strong
message to the Burmese military, or to
anyone, for that matter, who fail to up-
hold the will of the people.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
MEEKS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1112, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

CONDEMNING MILITARY COUP IN
BURMA

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 134) condemning the
military coup that took place on Feb-
ruary 1, 2021, in Burma and the Bur-
mese military detention of civilian
leaders, calling for the release of all
those detained and for those elected to
serve in Parliament to resume their
duties, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RESs. 134

Whereas the military of Burma (herein-
after referred to as the ‘‘Tatmadaw’) held
power in Burma between 1962 and 2011;

Whereas provisions in the 2008 Constitu-
tion of Burma, written by the Tatmadaw, al-
locate 25 percent of parliamentary seats to
the Tatmadaw, conferring powers on the
Tatmadaw that have been used to suppress
basic rights, including freedoms of expres-
sion, assembly, and association;

Whereas, in 2010, Burma conducted its first
election, which was neither free nor fair,
under the new Constitution, and which was
boycotted by the National League for De-
mocracy (NLD);

Whereas Burma conducted elections in No-
vember 2015, in which the NLD came to
power;

Whereas Burma’s November 8, 2020, elec-
tions resulted in the NLD securing enough
seats in Parliament to form the next govern-
ment, notwithstanding the disenfranchise-
ment of more than 1,500,000 voters, mostly
from ethnic minority communities in
Kachin, Karen, Mon, Rakhine, Shan, and
Chin states;

Whereas the Tatmadaw conducted a coup
against the civilian government on February
1, 2021, hours before Parliament was to con-
vene in a new session;

Whereas the Tatmadaw claimed they had
evidence of parliamentary election fraud per-
petrated by the NLD and Burma’s Union
Election Commission, an allegation that
contradicted the judgment of several inde-
pendent election monitoring organizations
that the electoral process and outcome were
credible despite minor irregularities;

Whereas the Tatmadaw has detained un-
lawfully State Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi,
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President Win Myint, and other leaders of
the NLD, as well as prodemocracy activists
from the 88 Generation and other civil soci-
ety leaders;

Whereas the Tatmadaw has charged State
Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi with importing
walkie-talkies illegally and President Win
Myint with violating prohibitions on gath-
erings during the COVID-19 pandemic;

Whereas the Tatmadaw has declared a
state of emergency until new elections are
held in one year;

Whereas the Tatmadaw has restricted free-
dom of movement, telecommunications, and
the media, limiting access to information to
and from Burma during a political and public
health crisis;

Whereas, on January 31, 2021, the Sec-
retary-General of the United Nations spokes-
person released the following condemnation
of the coup, which reads, in part, ‘“The Sec-
retary-General strongly condemns the deten-
tion of State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi, President U Win Myint and other polit-
ical leaders on the eve of the opening session
of Myanmar’s new Parliament. He expresses
his grave concern regarding the declaration
of the transfer of all legislative, executive
and judicial powers to the military. These
developments represent a serious blow to
democratic reforms in Myanmar.’’;

Whereas, on February 1, 2021, President Jo-
seph R. Biden, Jr., condemned the coup in a
statement that read, in part, ‘“The military’s
seizure of power in Burma, the detention of
Aung San Suu Kyi and other civilian offi-
cials, and the declaration of a national state
of emergency are a direct assault on the
country’s transition to democracy and the
rule of law.”’;

Whereas protests opposing the coup have
swept Burma;

Whereas the House of Representatives
passed H. Res. 1091 on December 13, 2018, ex-
pressing the sense of the House of Represent-
atives that the atrocities committed against
the Rohingya by the Tatmadaw and security
forces beginning in August 2017 constituted
crimes against humanity and genocide; and

Whereas the United States has sanctioned
Tatmadaw officials previously, including
Commander in Chief Min Aung Hlaing, for
the atrocities committed against the
Rohingya, and the International Court of
Justice is investigating the Tatmadaw’s con-
duct: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns the military coup that took
place on February 1, 2021;

(2) stands with the people of Burma in
their ambition for sustainable peace, a gen-
uine democracy, and the realization of
human rights for all, including for ethnic mi-
norities whose human rights have been vio-
lated repeatedly and who have been
disenfranchised historically;

(3) condemns any attacks on civilians and
supports the use of all diplomatic and devel-
opment tools to ensure that civilians are
safe during conflict;

(4) calls on the Tatmadaw to—

(A) release all those currently detained ar-
bitrarily as a result of the February 1st coup;

(B) restore all forms of communications,
including internet services;

(C) remove all impediments to free travel
that have been imposed as a result of the
coup, apart from legitimate travel restric-
tions related to the COVID-19 pandemic;

(D) return to power all members of the ci-
vilian government;

(E) allow for freedom of expression, includ-
ing the right to protest, press freedom, and
freedom of movement;

(F) allow unfettered reporting from local,
national, and international media; and

(G) refrain from mass evictions; and
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(5) calls on the President of the United
States and the Secretary of State to—

(A) encourage both the return to power of
all members of the civilian government and,
subsequently, constitutional reforms to ad-
dress the power conferred to the Tatmadaw
in Parliament and the disenfranchisement of
ethnic minorities in Burma;

(B) reinstate sanctions and impose new re-
strictions aimed at the Tatmadaw and those
responsible for the February 1st coup;

(C) work with the international partners
and multilateral institutions, including the
United Nations Security Council, to con-
demn the coup and enact multilateral, tar-
geted sanctions on the military, military-
owned businesses, including the Myanmar
Economic Corporation and Myanmar Eco-
nomic Holdings Limited, and others con-
nected to the coup, including an inter-
national arms embargo;

(D) coordinate with international partners
and allies, especially those with economic
investments in Burma, with respect to
planned economic consequences for the coup
and ensuring those consequences are tailored
to avoid impacting Burmese civilians;

(E) ensure that targeted sanctions allow
all necessary exemptions to permit the deliv-
ery of humanitarian assistance to civilians
in need;

(F) ensure that United States-based social
media companies, including Facebook, not
allow their platforms to be used as vehicles
for disinformation campaigns or advocating
violence against the Burmese people;

(G) implement restrictions on diplomatic,
economic, and security relations with Burma
until a full restoration of civilian-controlled
Parliament, and release of those detained in
connection with the coup; and

(H) direct the United States Permanent
Representative to the United Nations to use
the voice, vote, and influence of the United
States to bring about greater international
cooperation to pursue justice and account-
ability in Burma.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MEEKS) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. MCCAUL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
134.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I want to thank
Representative LEVIN for sponsoring
this resolution, which condemns the
military coup that occurred in Burma
on February 1, 2021.

It has been more than 45 days since
the Burmese military, also known as
the Tatmadaw, arrested several demo-
cratically-elected members of govern-
ment, including the President Win
Myint, and the State Counselor, Aung
San Suu Kyi, and declared a year-long
state of emergency, and nullified the
results of Burma’s November 8, 2020,
elections.

Despite Tatmadaw claims of election
fraud, several independent election
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monitoring organizations found that
the electoral process and outcome were
credible, even despite minor irregular-
ities.

Since the coup took place, we have
seen thousands of protesters take to
the streets to make sure that their
voices were heard; voices in opposition
to the coup and in support of democ-
racy. And as those protests continued,
we have seen security forces increas-
ingly use violence in an attempt to
quell the demonstrations.

The U.N. estimates that 149 people
have been killed since the coup oc-
curred on February 1. Fifty-seven peo-
ple were Kkilled this past weekend
alone.

It is imperative that democracies
around the world speak out in con-
demnation of this coup and the arrest
of democratically-elected government
officials. It is vital that we speak in
support of democracy, of all of those
members of civil society who have been
arrested, and those in Burma who are
protesting for the restoration of de-
mocracy. And it is important that we
make it clear to the Tatmadaw, includ-
ing through additional targeted sanc-
tions that leverage sources of income
for the military, that these actions are
absolutely unacceptable.

We are sadly, in this body, all too fa-
miliar with the rippling effects of at-
tempts to undo democratic elections.
We have an obligation to speak up and
speak out wherever democracy is
threatened.

Madam Speaker, this is a very impor-
tant resolution. I support it and urge
my colleagues to do the same, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCCAUL. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, the House has al-
ways come together to condemn human
rights violations around the world,
whether it is in Rwanda or Xinjiang; or
as we discuss here today, in Burma.

Only 3 years ago, the House over-
whelmingly passed Mr. CHABOT’S reso-
lution to label the Burmese military’s
crimes against the Rohingya Muslim
population as genocide.

Unfortunately, we are once again fac-
ing shocking violence in Burma as a
pro-democracy movement pushes back
against the recent military coup. Hun-
dreds are reported dead, with many
more injured. And more than 2,000 peo-
ple have been arrested, simply for
peacefully asking for freedom. America
cannot stand idly and silently by while
atrocities like this happen.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this
resolution. With over 60 Republican
and Democrat cosponsors, this resolu-
tion, and this issue, is truly bipartisan.
I want to thank Mr. LEVIN for intro-
ducing this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I yield
5 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN), a
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valued member of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee, and author of this
important resolution.

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, I thank Chairman MEEKS and
Ranking Member McCAUL for their
support in bringing this resolution to
the floor today.

Last month, the Burmese military,
Tatmadaw, staged a coup and quashed
Burma’s fragile experiment with de-
mocracy.

Burma had struggled during that
time to enfranchise its minority popu-
lation, and to respect their human
rights. The genocide of the Rohingya is
perhaps the best known example, but it
is far from the only one.

In fact, when Burma’s November 8,
2020, elections resulted in the National
League for Democracy winning an
overwhelming victory and securing
enough seats in Parliament to form the
next government, it was mnotwith-
standing the disenfranchisement of
more than 1,500,000 voters, mostly from
ethnic minority communities in
Kachin, Karen, Mon, Rakhine, Shan,
and Chin states.

The resolution before us today con-
demns the February 1st coup unequivo-
cally and calls on the Tatmadaw to
free all those they have detained arbi-
trarily and return members of the ci-
vilian government to power.

We are considering this resolution at
a critical time. More than 2,100 people
have been arrested, charged, or sen-
tenced in relation to the coup. The
military and police have been ordered
to fire on protesters. More than 200
people have been killed in cold blood in
these violent crackdowns.

On top of mobile data blackouts,
there is now concern that the
Tatmadaw could cut off WiFi as well,
and even reports of fiber lines being
cut, which would cut off access to the
internet altogether.

Clearly, there is no time to waste.
The junta’s rule must end. But it will
not be enough simply to return to the
status quo ante. This resolution calls
on President Biden and Secretary
Blinken to encourage not just the re-
turn to power of the civilian govern-
ment, but also, subsequently, constitu-
tional reforms to address the undemo-
cratic power reserved for the
Tatmadaw in Parliament, and the dis-
enfranchisement of Burma’s ethnic mi-
norities.

Democracy is something we must
ever defend and nurture. That is why
we who believe that all people are cre-
ated equal and must be treated as such,
whether here in America or anywhere
else around the globe, must speak up,
not only for full civilian control in
Burma, but also for democracy, not for
some, but for all.

And so this resolution makes clear
that Congress stands with all of the
people of Burma in their ambition for
sustainable peace, a genuine democ-
racy, and the realization of human
rights for all.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Rank-
ing Member CHABOT for authoring this
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resolution with me, as well as Sub-
committee Chairman BERA, Chairman
MEEKS, Ranking Member MCcCAUL, and
all of my colleagues who have cospon-
sored this important resolution, which
I am proud to say, on a completely bi-
partisan basis, we passed through the
House Foreign Affairs Committee
unanimously.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution.

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the ranking member
for yielding, and I thank the chairman
for his leadership.

I would especially like to thank Mr.
LEVIN for his resolution condemning
the military coup in Burma, and call-
ing for release of all those who have
been detained, as well as restoring
those elected to serve in Parliament to
a position that allows them to fulfill
their important duties.

I would also like to thank Mr. CON-
NOLLY for his Protect Democracy in
Burma Act, H.R. 1112, and the impor-
tant report that it will authorize.

Mr. Speaker, 24 years ago, in 1997, 1
chaired my first hearing on Burmese
human rights abuse, and chaired addi-
tional hearings after that, including in
1998 and 2006. I also introduced several
resolutions addressing the ongoing
egregious crisis, including H. Res. 1710,
which decried the house arrest of Aung
San Suu Kyi, and called on the Bur-
mese military regime to end its cam-
paign of religious and ethnic persecu-
tion of the Rohingya people, amount-
ing to crimes against humanity.
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Thus, after decades of abuse, rape,
torture, and murder, it is incredibly
tragic as to how little has changed in
that country.

As H. Res. 134 points out, the Bur-
mese Government’s unlawful detention
of State Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi,
as well as the crackdown on democracy
advocates and the squelching of free
expression and other fundamental civil
and political rights, is outrageous and
begs immediate reform and correction.

The United States must, and I be-
lieve will, in a bipartisan way, and
with the executive branch taking the
lead, do its part. Every sanction of le-
verage must be deployed, and we must
call on all of our international partners
to join us in those efforts.

The most glaring example of basic re-
ligious persecution, Mr. Speaker, is the
oppression of Burma’s Muslim
Rohingya population. This persecution
has been aided and abetted in part by
religious and nationalist extremists
such as the Buddhist monk Wirathu
and the 969 movement.

We also see religious persecution
intertwined with ethnic persecution, as
in the case of the Karen, Kachin, and
Shan people, many of whom are Chris-
tians. I have met many of them over
the years.
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Many of you have seen the riveting
image of a Catholic nun, Sister Ann
Rose Nu Tawang, kneeling before a
group of militarized police, pleading
that they do not shoot the protesters.
Sadly, at least two protesters lost their
lives that day. But what gives us at
least a glimmer of hope is that oppo-
site Sister Ann Rose, two of the offi-
cers, who are presumably Buddhists,
also got down on their knees in re-
sponse that this ought to be peaceful
and not violent.

It is an image which gives one some
hope that the people of Burma can
overcome their differences and unite
for peace and justice and for the ben-
efit of all Burmese, regardless of reli-
gion, ethnicity, or political affiliation.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my distin-
guished chairman and the ranking
member for their leadership on this.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. CHABOT).

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding, and I thank
the ranking member for his leadership
on this issue and so many issues that
are so significant across the globe. For-
tunately, our committee usually works
in a bipartisan manner, so I want to
thank my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle, especially the chairman,
for his leadership on this as well.

As the ranking member of the For-
eign Affairs Committee’s Asia, the Pa-
cific, Central Asia, and Nonprolifera-
tion Subcommittee, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 134, legislation that Con-
gressman LEVIN and I introduced con-
demning the Burmese military’s Feb-
ruary 1 coup against the civilian gov-
ernment. The military’s decision to
seize control and detain top political
leaders, including Aung San Suu Kyi
and President Win Myint, was a brazen
assault on Burma’s fledgling democ-
racy.

Self-government is not some sort of
temporary arrangement or a gift from
the military. Burma’s generals cannot
simply back out of democracy when it
no longer serves their purposes.

The situation has only gotten worse
since the coup began. To date, the mili-
tary has killed hundreds of people and
has detained thousands of innocent
people as political prisoners, and the
conditions in many instances are hor-
rible.

What the military is doing here is
just unconscionable. These murders
and detentions are blatant violations
of the rights of the Burmese people
who, after all, only want to have what
so many other countries have across
the globe, and that is the ability to de-
termine their own leadership and their
own course of action for their own fam-
ilies and their children and grand-
children.

We should honor—the whole world
really should honor—the courage of the
Burmese people who have been peace-
fully protesting for quite some time
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now. Their bravery and determination
are recognized and supported across
the globe. America and the world stand
with them in their struggle against
tyranny.

Unfortunately, the PRC in this case
and in so many other cases across the
globe, whether it is Cambodia or other
areas where they tend, their actions
are malevolent. They are undermining
democracy; they are undermining free-
dom; and they are undermining legiti-
mate governments. They are rewarding
bad behavior, as they are doing in this
case, and that is too bad because the
PRC wants to be a major force and
wants to be a country that other coun-
tries can look up to.

Unfortunately, they are doing all the
wrong things too often, and that is
what they are doing here as well. Rath-
er than putting pressure on the mili-
tary in Burma, they are essentially
looking the other way or supporting
them in what they are doing.

The bravery and determination of the
people must be recognized across the
globe.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I continue
to reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. BURCHETT).

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I in-
clude in the RECORD a report from the
Associated Press detailing the deten-
tion of AP reporter Thein Zaw by Bur-
mese authorities.

[From the AP, Mar. 12, 2021]
MYANMAR COURT EXTENDS DETENTION OF AP
JOURNALIST

YANGON, MYANMAR (AP).—A court in
Myanmar extended on Friday the pretrial de-
tention of an Associated Press journalist
who was arrested while covering demonstra-
tions against a coup. He is facing a charge
that could send him to prison for three
years.

Thein Zaw, 32, was one of nine media work-
ers taken into custody during a protest on
Feb. 27 in Yangon, the country’s largest city,
and has been held without bail. His next
hearing at the Kamayut Township court will
be on March 24.

Friday’s hearing, which Thein Zaw at-
tended via videoconference, came at the end
of his initial remand period.

Thein Zaw and at least six other members
of the media have been charged with vio-
lating a public order law, according to his
lawyer, Tin Zar Oo, and the independent As-
sistance Association for Political Prisoners.
Separate hearings were held Friday for the
other detained journalists.

Tin Zar Oo and one of Thein Zaw’s brothers
were allowed into the courtroom to take
part in the 10-minute videoconference. Tin
Zar Oo said she was able to submit docu-
ments giving her power of attorney for the
case, but only at the next hearing might be
allowed to submit a bail application.

A representative of the U.S. Embassy was
also present, said Aryani Manring, a spokes-
woman for the mission.

Thein Zaw had not been seen by his lawyer
or any of his family members since his ar-
rest. Tin Zar Oo said visits at Ilnsein Prison,
where her client is being held, are not al-
lowed because of coronavirus concerns, so his
family has been dropping off food and sup-
plies for him at the gate.

Tin Zar Oo said that her client looked
healthy during Friday’s hearing, but he suf-
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fers from asthma at night. She said Thein
Zaw’s brother noted that he had lost weight.

Thein Zaw was arrested as he was
photographing police, some of them armed,
charging down a street at anti-coup pro-
testers. A video shows that although he
stepped to the side of the street to get out of
their way, several police rushed over and
surrounded him. One put him in a chokehold
as he was handcuffed and then taken away.

According to the Assistance Association
for Political Prisoners, 38 journalists have
been detained since the military ousted the
elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi on
Feb. 1. Nineteen are still incarcerated.

The group says it has verified the deten-
tions of more than 2,000 people as well as 69
deaths.

On Friday, local media in Shan State in
eastern Myanmar reported that a freelance
journalist from Poland had been beaten and
arrested by security forces.

The online Kanbawza Tai News said a for-
eign photojournalist was arrested Thursday
while taking pictures of a protest in the city
of Taunggyi. A photo provided to the news
site shows a man trapped against a wall with
one arm raised as he is surrounded by about
10 soldiers.

Germany’s dpa news agency said the man,
Robert Bociaga, 30, has been working for the
news service, and it has not been able to con-
tact him.

‘“We are deeply shocked by the arrest and
apparent mistreatment of Robert Bociaga,”
said the agency’s editor-in-chief, Sven
Goesmann. ‘‘This is an intolerable and unac-
ceptable attack on the freedom of the press
and, even in this brutal form, is unfortu-
nately not an isolated case.”’

The Polish Foreign Ministry confirmed the
arrest of a Polish journalist and said it was
trying to contact the detained man and ob-
tain information about his health and legal
situation.

Earlier this week, Myanmar authorities
canceled the licenses of five local outlets
that had extensively covered the protests.
Mizzima, Democratic Voice of Burma, Khit
Thit Media, Myanmar Now and 7Day News
have continued operating despite being
barred from broadcasting or publishing on
any media platform.

The Associated Press and many press free-
dom organizations have called for the release
of Thein Zaw and the other detained journal-
ists.

The U.S. government, in addition to criti-
cizing the coup and the violence of
Myanmar’s security forces, has condemned
the crackdown on the press in the Southeast
Asian nation.

‘“We are deeply concerned about the in-
creasing attacks on the freedom of expres-
sion, including for members of the press. We
call for the release of journalists and for all
others who have been unjustly detained,”
U.S. State Department spokesperson Ned
Price told reporters in Washington on Thurs-
day.

Even during Suu Kyi’s time in office, jour-
nalists were often sued for their reporting.

In the highest-profile case, two journalists
working for the Reuters news agency were
arrested in 2017 while working on a story
about military  violence directed at
Myanmar’s Rohingya minority. They were
accused of illegally possessing official docu-
ments and sentenced to seven years behind
bars before being freed in 2019 in a mass pres-
idential pardon.

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Zaw has been
jailed for covering the violence leveled
against anti-coup demonstrators in
Burma.

Thanks to Mr. Zaw and other jour-
nalists on the ground, we know what is
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going on in Burma is pure evil. The
autocratic strongmen leading this coup
are using deadly force to crack down
on all dissenting speech. Burmese au-
thorities, under the direction of these
military thugs, are actively murdering
demonstrators, arresting thousands,
and imprisoning international report-
ers covering the situation.

Senseless violence, military rule, and
imprisoning political opponents all fly
directly in the face of the democratic
values we cherish as Americans.

Today, this Chamber has the oppor-
tunity to condemn the hostile takeover
of the Burmese Government, defend the
demonstrators looking for peace, and
stand up for democracy in Burma.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly encourage
my colleagues to support both H. Res.
134 and H.R. 1112.

Mr. MEEKS. I continue to reserve
the balance of my time, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, the Burmese military is
using brutal violence to drag Burma
back into repression and isolation. We
should condemn this coup with one
united voice as the United States of
America through its Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this measure, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, it is imperative that
the Burmese military respect the will
of the Burmese people and, one, return
power to those democratically elected;
and, two, release civilian leaders taken
into custody.

Daily protests against the military
coup continue to occur in towns and
cities throughout Burma, and the secu-
rity forces are using increasing bru-
tality to crack down against those
demonstrating.

We must make it clear that the
United States is watching and that we
support the restoration of democracy.

Again, I want to thank Mr. LEVIN,
the ranking member, and my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle for
coming together so that the Burmese
people know that the Congress of the
United States of America stands to-
gether in their fight for democracy.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RU1Z). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MEEKS) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 134.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.
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AMERICAN DREAM AND PROMISE
ACT OF 2021

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further
consideration of the bill (H.R. 6) to au-
thorize the cancellation of removal and
adjustment of status of certain aliens,
and for other purposes, will now re-
sume.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on agree-
ing to the motion to recommit on H.R.
6 offered by the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. JORDAN) on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-
tion.

The Clerk redesignated the motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to recommit.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 203, nays
216, not voting 10, as follows:

[Roll No. 90]
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Timmons Wagner Wenstrup
Turner Walberg Westerman
Upton Walorski Williams (TX)
Valadao Waltz Wittman
Van Drew Weber (TX) Womack
Van Duyne Webster (FL) Zeldin
NAYS—216
Adams Gomez Norcross
Aguilar Gonzalez, O’Halleran
Allred Vicente Ocasio-Cortez
Auchincloss Gottheimer Omar
Axne Green, Al (TX) Pallone
Barragan Grijalva Panetta
Bass Harder (CA) Pappas
Beatty Hastings Payne
Bera Hayes Perlmutter
Beyer Higgins (NY) Peters
Bishop (GA) Himes Phillips
Blumenauer Horsford Pingree
Blunt Rochester  Houlahan Pocan
Bonamici Hoyer Porter
Bourdeaux Huffman Pressley
Bowman Jackson Lee Price (NC)
Boyle, Brendan Jacobs (CA) Quigley
F. Jayapal Raskin
Brown Jeffries Rice (NY)
Brownley Johnson (GA) Ross
Bush Johnson (TX) Roybal-Allard
Bustos Jones Ruiz
Buttel'"fleld Kahele Ruppersberger
Carbajal Kaptur Rush
Cardenas Keating Ryan
Carson Kelly (IL) Sinchez
Cartwright Khanna Sarbanes
gas: E}%dee Scanlon
asten ilmer
Castor (FL) Kim (NJ) SZE?;OWS]‘V
Castro (TX) Kind Schneider
Chu Kirkpatrick Schrad
Cicilline Krishnamoorthi SO racer
chrier
Clark (MA) Kuster
Clarke (NY) Lamb Scott (VA)
. Scott, David
Cleaver Langevin Sewell
Clyburn Larsen (WA)
Cohen Larson (CT) Sherman
Connolly Lawrence Sherrlll
Sires
Cooper Lawson (FL) Slotkin
Correa Lee (CA) Smith (WA
Costa Lee (NV) mith (WA)
Courtney Leger Fernandez Soto
Craig Levin (CA) Spanberger
Crist Levin (MI) Speier
Crow Lieu Stanton
Cuellar Lofgren Stevens
Davids (KS) Lowenthal Strickland
Davis, Danny K. Luria Suozzi
Dean Lynch Swalwell
DeFazio Malinowski Thompson (CA)
DeGette Maloney, Tpompson (MS)
DeLauro Carolyn B. Titus
DelBene Maloney, Sean Tlaib
Delgado Manning Tonko
Demings Matsui Torres (CA)
DeSaulnier McBath Torres (NY)
Deutch McCollum Trahan
Dingell McEachin Trone
Doggett McGovern Underwood
Doyle, Michael McNerney Vargas
F. Meeks Veasey
Escobar Meng Vela
Eshoo Mfume Velazquez
BEspaillat Moore (WI) Wasserman
Evans Morelle Schultz
Fletcher Moulton Waters
Foster Mrvan Watson Coleman
Frankel, Lois Murphy (FL) Welch
Gallego Nadler Wexton
Garamendi Napolitano Wwild
Garcla (IL) Neal Williams (GA)
Garcia (TX) Neguse Wilson (FL)
Golden Newman Yarmuth
NOT VOTING—10
Brady Kinzinger Wilson (SC)
Donalds McHenry Young
Gaetz Pascrell
Gohmert Takano
0 1713
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Alabama, and BOST changed their vote
from ‘“‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the motion to recommit was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated for:

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | want to
state that on March 18, 2021, | missed one
rollcall vote. Had | been present, | would have
voted: “Yes’—rollcall vote 90—Motion to Re-
commit on H.R. 6.

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE

RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS

Allred (Davids
(K8))

Hastings
(Butterfield)

Payne (Pallone)
Peters (Kildee)

Axne (Stevens) Kahele (Mrvan) Pingree
Barragan (Beyer) Kim (NJ) (Davids (Cicilline)
Bera(Aguilar) (KS)) Porter (Wexton)
Bishop (GA) Kirkpatrick Rush
(Butterfield) (Stan'ton) (Underwood)
Blumenauer Langevin Schneider
(Beyer) (Lynch) (Sherrill)
Buchanan Lawson (FL) Sires (Pallone)
(Gimenez) (Evans) .
Bush (Clark Lieu (Beyer) Slotkin
(MA)) Lowenthal (Stevens)
Cardenas (Beyer) Smith (WA)
(Gomez) McEachin (Courtney)
Cleaver (Davids (Wexton) Timmons
(KS)) Meng (Clark (Steube)
DeSaulnier (MA)) Wasserman
(Matsui) Moore (WI) Schultz (Soto)
DesJarlais (Beyer) Watson Coleman
(Fleischmann) Moulton (Pallone)
Garbarino (Joyce (Underwood) Wilson (FL)
(OH)) 3 Napolitano (Hayes)
Grijalva (Garcla (Correa)
(IL)) Omar (Pressley)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 228, nays
197, not voting 5, as follows:

[Roll No. 91]

YEAS—203

Aderholt Gallagher Mast
Allen Garbarino McCarthy
Amodei Garcia (CA) McCaul
Armstrong Gibbs McClain
Arrington Gimenez McClintock
Babin Gonzales, Tony McKinley
Bacon Gongzalez (OH) Meijer
Baird Good (VA) Meuser
Balderson Gooden (TX) Miller (IL)
Banks Gosar Miller (WV)
Barr Granger Miller-Meeks
Bentz Graves (LA) Moolenaar
Bergman Graves (MO) Mooney
Bice (OK) Green (TN) Moore (AL)
Biggs Greene (GA) Moore (UT)
Bilirakis Griffith Mullin
Bishop (NC) Grothman Murphy (NC)
Boebert Guest Nehls
Bost Guthrie Newhouse
Brooks Hagedorn Norman
Buchanan Harris Nunes
Buck Harshbarger Obernolte
Bucshon Hartzler Owens
Budd Hern Palazzo
Burchett Herrell Palmer
Burgess Herrera Beutler  Pence
Calvert Hice (GA) Perry
Cammack Higgins (LA) Pfluger
Carl Hill Posey
Carter (GA) Hinson Reed
Carter (TX) Hollingsworth Reschenthaler
Cawthorn Hudson Rice (SC)
Chabot Huizenga Rodgers (WA)
Cheney Issa Rogers (AL)
Cline Jackson Rogers (KY)
Cloud Jacobs (NY) Rose
Clyde Johnson (LA) Rosendale
Cole Johnson (OH) Rouzer
Comer Johnson (SD) Roy
Crawford Jordan Rutherford
Crenshaw Joyce (OH) Salazar
Curtis Joyce (PA) Scalise
Davidson Katko Schweikert
Davis, Rodney Keller Scott, Austin
DesJarlais Kelly (MS) Sessions
Diaz-Balart Kelly (PA) Simpson
Duncan Kim (CA) Smith (MO)
Dunn Kustoff Smith (NE)
Emmer LaHood Smith (NJ)
Estes LaMalfa Smucker
Fallon Lamborn Spartz
Feenstra Latta Stauber
Ferguson LaTurner Steel
Fischbach Lesko Stefanik
Fitzgerald Long Steil
Fitzpatrick Loudermilk Steube
Fleischmann Lucas Stewart
Fortenberry Luetkemeyer Stivers
Foxx Mace Taylor
Franklin, C. Malliotakis Tenney

Scott Mann Thompson (PA)
Fulcher Massie Tiffany

Mr. MALINOWSKI, Mses. CLARK of
Massachusetts, SANCHEZ, and Mr.
GREEN of Texas changed their vote
from ‘‘yea’ to ‘“‘nay.”

Messrs. CAWTHORN, NORMAN,
LAMBORN, WESTERMAN, MOORE of

YEAS—228

Adams Clarke (NY) Foster
Aguilar Cleaver Frankel, Lois
Allred Clyburn Gallego
Auchincloss Cohen Garamendi
Axne Connolly Garcia (IL)
Bacon Cooper Garcia (TX)
Barragan Correa Gimenez
Bass Costa Golden
Beatty Courtney Gomez
Bera Craig Gonzalez,
Beyer Crist Vicente
Bishop (GA) Crow Gottheimer
Blumenauer Cuellar Green, Al (TX)
Blunt Rochester Davids (KS) Grijalva
Bonamici Davis, Danny K.  Harder (CA)
Bourdeaux Dean Hastings
Bowman DeFazio Hayes
Boyle, Brendan DeGette Higgins (NY)

F. DeLauro Himes
Brown DelBene Horsford
Brownley Delgado Houlahan
Bush Demings Hoyer
Bustos DeSaulnier Huffman
Butterfield Deutch Jackson Lee
Carbajal Diaz-Balart Jacobs (CA)
Cardenas Dingell Jayapal
Carson Doggett Jeffries
Cartwright Doyle, Michael Johnson (GA)
Case F. Johnson (TX)
Casten Escobar Jones
Castor (FL) Eshoo Kahele
Castro (TX) Espaillat Kaptur
Chu Evans Keating
Cicilline Fitzpatrick Kelly (IL)
Clark (MA) Fletcher Khanna
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Kildee
Kilmer
Kim (NJ)
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Lamb
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Leger Fernandez
Levin (CA)
Levin (MI)
Lieu
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Luria
Lynch
Malinowski
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Manning
Matsui
McBath
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Mfume
Moore (WI)
Morelle
Moulton
Mrvan
Murphy (FL)
Nadler

Aderholt
Allen
Amodei
Armstrong
Arrington
Babin
Baird
Balderson
Banks
Barr
Bentz
Bergman
Bice (OK)
Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Bost
Brooks
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Budd
Burchett
Burgess
Calvert
Cammack
Carl
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Cawthorn
Chabot
Cheney
Cline
Cloud
Clyde
Cole
Comer
Crawford
Crenshaw
Curtis
Davidson
Davis, Rodney
DesJarlais
Donalds
Duncan
Dunn
Emmer
Estes
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Fischbach
Fitzgerald

Napolitano
Neal

Neguse
Newhouse
Newman
Norcross
O’Halleran
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Pressley
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin

Rice (NY)
Ross
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush

Ryan
Salazar
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David

NAYS—197

Fleischmann
Fortenberry
Foxx
Franklin, C.
Scott
Fulcher
Gaetz
Gallagher
Garbarino
Garcia (CA)
Gibbs
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez (OH)
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hagedorn
Harris
Harshbarger
Hartzler
Hern
Herrell
Herrera Beutler
Hice (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Hill
Hinson
Hollingsworth
Hudson
Huizenga
Issa
Jackson
Jacobs (NY)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Katko
Keller
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kim (CA)
Kustoff
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Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Sires
Slotkin
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Soto
Spanberger
Speier
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Suozzi
Swalwell
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Trone
Underwood
Upton
Valadao
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wexton
Wild
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth

LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Latta
LaTurner
Lesko

Long
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Mace
Malliotakis
Mann
Massie
Mast
McCarthy
McCaul
McClain
McClintock
McHenry
McKinley
Meijer
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Mullin
Murphy (NC)
Nehls
Norman
Nunes
Obernolte
Owens
Palazzo
Palmer
Pence
Perry
Pfluger
Posey

Reed
Reschenthaler
Rice (SC)
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy
Rutherford

Scalise Steil Wagner
Schweikert Steube Walberg
Scott, Austin Stewart Walorski
Sessions Stivers Waltz
Simpson Taylor Weber (TX)
Smith (MO) Tenney Webster (FL)
Smith (NE) Thompson (PA) Wenstrup
Smucker Tiffany Westerman
Spartz Timmons Williams (TX)
Stauber Turner Wittman
Steel Van Drew Womack
Stefanik Van Duyne Zeldin
NOT VOTING—5
Brady Kinzinger Young
Gohmert Wilson (SC)
0 1801
Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Messrs.

MCKINLEY, and GREEN of Tennessee
changed their vote from ‘‘yea’” to
“nay.”

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE

RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS

Allred (Davids Grijalva (Garcla  Napolitano
(KS)) (IL)) (Correa)

Axne (Stevens) Hastings Omar (Pressley)

Barragan (Beyer) (Butterfield) Payne (Pallone)

Bera (Aguilar) Kahele (Mrvan)  Peters (Kildee)

Bishop (GA) Kim (NJ) (Davids Pingree
(Butterfield) (XS) (Cicilline)
Blumenauer Kirkpatrick Porter (Wexton)
(Beyer) (Stanton) Ru%h . q
Buchanan Langevin So(hnr:eigI;YOO )
(Gimenez) (Lynch) (Sherrill)
Bush (Clark Lawson (FL) Sires (Pallone)
(MA)) (Evans) Slotkin
Cardenas Lieu (Beyer) (Stevens)
(Gomez) Lowenthal Smith (WA)
Cleaver (Davids (Beyer) (Courtney)
(KS)) McEachin Timmons
DeSaulnier (Wexton) (Steube)
(Matsui) Meng (Clark Wasserman
DesJarlais (MA)) Schultz (Soto)
(Fleischmann) Moore (WI) Watson Coleman
Gaetz (McHenry) (Beyer) (Pallone)
Garbarino (Joyce Moulton Wilson (FL)
(OH)) (Underwood) (Hayes)
———

LATRICE POWELL TRIBUTE

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride that I rise to recognize the
outstanding service of an esteemed
member of my staff known and re-
spected by all here: our deputy floor di-
rector, Latrice Powell.

In her 13 years on Capitol Hill,
Latrice’s name has become synony-
mous with cool-headed leadership and
institutional expertise. We all know
her as a maestro of the floor, master-
fully directing legislative procedures
and voting schedules, all while antici-
pating and managing the diverse needs
of our Caucus.

Indeed, her skills as a coalition-
builder and communicator help our
Democratic Caucus honor this proud
truth: Our diversity is our strength,
but our unity is our power.

Members are particularly grateful for
Latrice’s calm and trusted presence
this past year as she helped our Caucus
and the Congress navigate this time of
pandemic, and she has done so with
equanimity and excellence.

Throughout her tenure on our floor
team, Latrice has helped guide the pas-

March 18, 2021

sage and then the enactment of hun-
dreds of bills for the people. While she
has helped advance this great progress,
she has made history as the first Afri-
can-American assistant manager of the
Democratic Cloakroom and then again
at the start of the 116th Congress when
it was my honor to appoint her to be
the first African-American deputy floor
director.

A Jackson, Mississippi, native,
Latrice first came to the Hill to work
under the leadership of our chairman—
that is you, Mr. Speaker—BENNIE
THOMPSON. She then joined the staff of
the Congressional Black Caucus under
Chairs EMANUEL CLEAVER and MARCIA
FUDGE before serving as assistant
Cloakroom manager. In each of these
positions, she acquired a sterling rep-
utation for her ability, and I know that
each of these Members take great pride
in her success.

While Latrice’s trusted presence on
this House floor will be missed, we are
grateful for her service and for her
work to forge a path for others to fol-
low.

On behalf of the House of Representa-
tives, I thank Latrice Powell and wish
her the best in the next stages of her
journey.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER).

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding, and I
rise to join her in recognizing and
thanking Latrice Powell for the ex-
traordinary service that she has given
to this institution.

Members from both sides of the aisle
have come to know and respect Latrice
for her deep knowledge of floor proce-
dure, her acumen, and her experience
helping to manage the floor during
very difficult votes and debate.

Not only has she served the Speaker
as her deputy floor director, Latrice
previously helped run the Democratic
Cloakroom, as was pointed out, and be-
fore that was director of operations for
Member services for the Congressional
Black Caucus as well as a staff member
for the gentleman from Mississippi, our
Speaker pro tempore, Mr. BENNIE
THOMPSON. That is a very distinguished
record of service to this House and to
our country.

Now, I would be remiss if I did not
observe that Latrice Powell is a grad-
uate of the University of Maryland,
and is a proud Terp. What a wonderful
and distinguished academic institution
she has graduated from. She also holds
a master’s degree in counseling and
psychology from Bowie State Univer-
sity.

What is significant about the Univer-
sity of Maryland and Bowie State Uni-
versity? They are in my district, so,
Mr. Speaker, you know what extraor-
dinary institutions they are.

Today, Latrice lives in Upper Marl-
boro. Whose district do you think that
is, Mr. Speaker? Just take a wild guess.
The Fifth Congressional District of
Maryland that I have had the proud
privilege of serving for the last four
decades.
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Sadly, Latrice will shortly be leaving
the House. You have heard me say this
about other of our staff: The American
people have no idea how talented our
staff is and how hardworking, how pa-
triotic, and how committed they are to
this country and to this institution.

I would hope that all of us would, on
a regular basis, tell them.

Latrice is an extraordinary person,
but she is representative of those who
work with us. That is the great truth
and great privilege that we have as
Members of this House serving with
such extraordinary people who serve
this institution. They serve us, and
they serve this country so well.

I know that feeling all too well, hav-
ing just said good-bye to my floor di-
rector, Shuwanza Goff. All of you know
Shuwanza. She is now serving the
President of the United States of
America. She, too, was a historic first
on this floor.

I hope that all the Members will join
me on both sides of the aisle. For the
most part, this staff is serving this
House and this institution, not a party
and not a philosophy, but serving an
institution that we have so proudly
call the people’s House.

Bill Natcher from Kentucky was the
chairman of the Appropriations Com-
mittee on which NANCY and I both
served. He wused to say, when he
brought his bill to the floor: This is the
people’s bill in the people’s House.

How proud we are that nobody can
appoint us to this institution; we have
to be elected to the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Latrice, you have served all of us so
very, very well. We love you, and we
wish you the very best in the days
ahead. God bless you, and Godspeed.
We love you.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, I thank the gentleman for
his wonderful remarks, and I want to
join him in acknowledging the leader-
ship of Shuwanza when she served here
for all that time, and now we are very
proud of the fact that she is in the ad-
ministration. But every chance we get,
we should acknowledge the great serv-
ice that she provided here as we ac-
knowledge and say thank you to
Latrice Powell and wish her well as she
goes forward. She made us all so very,
very proud and continues to do so.

Thank you so much, Latrice.

——

FARM WORKFORCE
MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2021

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Mississippi). Pursuant to
clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further consid-
eration of the bill (H.R. 1603) to amend
the Immigration and Nationality Act
to provide for terms and conditions for
nonimmigrant workers performing ag-
ricultural labor or services, and for
other purposes, will now resume.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

CARBAJAL). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule

XX, the unfinished business is the
question on agreeing to the motion to
recommit offered by the gentlewoman
from Minnesota (Mrs. FISCHBACH) on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-

tion.

The Clerk redesignated the motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the motion to recommit.
The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 204, nays

218, not voting 7, as follows:

[Roll No. 92]
YEAS—204

Aderholt Gonzales, Tony Moolenaar
Allen Gonzalez (OH) Mooney
Amodei Good (VA) Moore (AL)
Armstrong Gooden (TX) Moore (UT)
Arrington Gosar Mullin
Babin Granger Murphy (NC)
Bagon Graves (LA) Nehls
Baird Graves (MO) Norman
Panks Groene (GA) NS

2. T
Barr Griffith opernolte
Bentz Grothman PW

alazzo

Bergman Guest Palmer
Bice (OK) Guthrie P

: ence
Biggs Hagedorn Perry
Bilirakis Harris
Bishop (NC) Harshbarger Pfluger
Boebert Hartzler Posey
Bost Hern Reed
Brooks Herrell Reschenthaler
Buchanan Herrera Beutler ~ Rice (SC)
Buck Hice (GA) Rodgers (WA)
Bucshon Higgins (LA) Rogers (AL)
Budd Hill Rogers (KY)
Burchett Hinson Rose
Burgess Hollingsworth Rosendale
Calvert Hudson Rouzer
Cammack Huizenga Roy
Carl Issa Rutherford
Carter (GA) Jackson Salazar
Carter (TX) Jacobs (NY) Scalise
Cawthorn Johnson (LA) Schweikert
Chabot Johnson (OH) Scott, Austin
Cheney Johnson (SD) Sessions
Cline Jordan Simpson
Cloud Joyce (OH) Smith (MO)
Clyde Joyce (PA) Smith (NE)
Cole Katko Smith (NJ)
Comer Keller Smucker
Crawford Kelly (MS) Spartz
Crenshaw Kelly (PA) Stauber
Curtis Kim (CA) Steel
Davidson Kustoff Stefanik
Dayvis, Rodney LaHood Steil
ggsJ a;lzlnit EaM%}jfa Steube

iaz-Bala; amborn
Donalds Latta r?;ex;vs; v
Duncan LaTurner v
Dunn Lesko Tenney

Thompson (PA)

Emmer Long Tiffany
Estes Loudermilk Timmons
Fallon Lucas
Feenstra Luetkemeyer Turner
Ferguson Mace Upton
Fischbach Malliotakis Valadao
Fitzgerald Mann Van Drew
Fitzpatrick Massie Van Duyne
Fleischmann Mast Wagner
Fortenberry McCarthy Walberg‘
Foxx McCaul Walorski
Franklin, C. McClain Waltz

Scott McClintock Weber (TX)
Fulcher McHenry Webster (FL)
Gaetz McKinley Wenstrup
Gallagher Meijer Westerman
Garbarino Meuser Williams (TX)
Garcia (CA) Miller (IL) Wittman
Gibbs Miller (WV) Womack
Gimenez Miller-Meeks Zeldin

NAYS—218

Adams Bera Boyle, Brendan
Aguilar Beyer F.
Allred Bishop (GA) Brown
Auchincloss Blumenauer Brownley
Axne Blunt Rochester =~ Bush
Barragan Bonamici Bustos
Bass Bourdeaux Butterfield
Beatty Bowman Carbajal

The
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Cardenas
Carson
Cartwright
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Cooper
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crist
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davis, Danny K.
Dean
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Delgado
Demings
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.

Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Evans
Fletcher
Foster
Frankel, Lois
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Golden
Gomez
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Gottheimer
Green, Al (TX)
Grijalva
Harder (CA)
Hastings
Hayes
Higgins (NY)
Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Huffman
Jackson Lee
Jacobs (CA)

Brady
Gohmert
Kinzinger

Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (TX)
Jones
Kahele
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer
Kim (NJ)
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Lamb
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Leger Fernandez
Levin (CA)
Levin (MI)
Lieu
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Luria
Lynch
Malinowski
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Manning
Matsui
McBath
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Mfume
Moore (WI)
Morelle
Moulton
Mrvan
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Newman
Norcross
O’Halleran
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Perlmutter

NOT VOTING—7

Newhouse
Stivers
Wilson (SC)
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Peters
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Pressley
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Rice (NY)
Ross
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Sires
Slotkin
Smith (WA)
Soto
Spanberger
Speier
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Suozzi
Swalwell
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Trone
Underwood
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wexton
Wwild
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth

Young

Mses. GARCIA of Texas, DELBENE,
and MANNING changed their vote from
“yea” to “na:y.”

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama changed his

vote from ‘“‘nay”’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the motion to recommit was re-

jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS

Allred (Davids
(K8))

Axne (Stevens)

Barragan (Beyer)

Bera (Aguilar)

Bishop (GA)
(Butterfield)

Blumenauer
(Beyer)

Buchanan
(Gimenez)
Bush (Clark
(MA))
Cardenas
(Gomez)
Cleaver (Davids
(K8))
DeSaulnier
(Matsui)

DesJarlais
(Fleischmann)

Gaetz (McHenry)

Garbarino (Joyce
(OH)) 3

Grijalva (Garcla
(IL))

Hastings
(Butterfield)

Kahele (Mrvan)
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Kim (NJ) (Davids Moore (WI) Schneider
(KS)) (Beyer) (Sherrill)

Kirkpatrick Moulton Sires (Pallone)
(Stanton) (Underwood) Slotkin

Langevin Napolitano (Stevens)
(Liynch) (Correa) Smith (WA)

Lawson (FL) Omar (Pressley) (Courtney)
(Evans) Payne (Pa'ullone) Timmons

Lieu (Beyer) Pgters (Kildee) (Steube)

Pingree

Lowenthal (Cicilline) Wasserman
(Beyer) Porter (Wexton) Schultz (Soto)

McEachin Rodgers (WA) Watson Coleman
(Wexton) (Joyce (PA)) (Pallone)

Meng (Clark Rush Wilson (FL)
(MA)) (Underwood) (Hayes)

The SPEAKER pro tempore.

The

question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution

8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 247, nays
174, not voting 8, as follows:

[Roll No. 93]

YEAS—247

Adams Diaz-Balart Lawrence
Aguilar Dingell Lawson (FL)
Allred Doggett Lee (CA)
Amodei Doyle, Michael Lee (NV)
Auchincloss F. Leger Fernandez
Axne Escobar Levin (CA)
Baird Eshoo Levin (MI)
Barragan Espaillat Lieu
Bass Evans Lofgren
Beatty Fitzpatrick Lowenthal
Bentz Fletcher Luria
Bera Foster Lynch
Beyer Frankel, Lois Malinowski
Bishop (GA) Gallego Maloney,
Blumenauer Garamendi Carolyn B.
Blunt Rochester  Garbarino Maloney, Sean
Bonamici Garcla (IL) Manning
Bost Garcia (TX) Matsui
Bourdeaux Gimenez McBath
Bowman Gomez McCollum
Boyle, Brendan Gonzalez (OH) McEachin

F. Gonzalez, McGovern
Brown Vicente McNerney
Brownley Gottheimer Meeks
Bush Green, Al (TX) Meijer
Bustos Grijalva Meng
Butterfield Harder (CA) Mfume
Carbajal Hastings Moore (WI)
Cardenas Hayes Morelle
Carson Herrera Beutler Moulton
Cartwright Higgins (NY) Mrvan
Case Himes Murphy (FL)
Casten Horsford Nadler
Castor (FL) Houlahan Napolitano
Castro (TX) Hoyer Neal
Chu Huffman Neguse
Cicilline Jackson Lee Newhouse
Clark (MA) Jacobs (CA) Newman
Clarke (NY) Jacobs (NY) Norcross
Cleaver Jayapal Nunes
Clyburn Jeffries O’Halleran
Cohen Johnson (GA) Ocasio-Cortez
Connolly Johnson (TX) Omar
Cooper Jones Pallone
Correa Joyce (OH) Panetta
Costa Kahele Pappas
Courtney Kaptur Pascrell
Craig Katko Payne
Crist Keating Perlmutter
Crow Kelly (IL) Peters
Cuellar Khanna Phillips
Davids (KS) Kildee Pingree
Davis, Danny K. Kilmer Pocan
Davis, Rodney Kim (NJ) Porter
Dean Kind Pressley
DeFazio Kirkpatrick Price (NC)
DeGette Krishnamoorthi Quigley
DeLauro Kuster Raskin
DelBene LaMalfa Reed
Delgado Lamb Rice (NY)
Demings Langevin Rodgers (WA)
DeSaulnier Larsen (WA) Ross
Deutch Larson (CT) Roybal-Allard

Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush

Ryan
Salazar
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Simpson
Sires
Slotkin

Aderholt
Allen
Armstrong
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Balderson
Banks
Barr
Bergman
Bice (OK)
Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Brooks
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Budd
Burchett
Burgess
Calvert
Cammack
Carl
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Cawthorn
Chabot
Cheney
Cline
Cloud
Clyde
Cole
Comer
Crawford
Crenshaw
Curtis
Davidson
DesJarlais
Donalds
Duncan
Dunn
Emmer
Estes
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fleischmann
Foxx
Franklin, C.
Scott
Fulcher
Gallagher
Garcia (CA)
Gibbs
Golden

Brady
Fortenberry
Gaetz

Mr.

Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker

Soto
Spanberger
Speier

Stanton
Stefanik
Stevens
Strickland
Suozzi
Swalwell
Takano
Tenney
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Titus

Tlaib

Tonko

Torres (CA)

NAYS—174

Gonzales, Tony
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hagedorn
Harris
Harshbarger
Hartzler
Hern

Herrell

Hice (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Hill

Hinson
Hollingsworth
Hudson
Huizenga
Issa

Jackson
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (PA)
Keller

Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kim (CA)
Kustoff
LaHood
Lamborn
Latta
LaTurner
Lesko

Long
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Mace
Malliotakis
Mann

Massie

Mast
McCarthy
McCaul
McClain
McClintock
McKinley
Meuser
Miller (IL)

NOT VOTING—8

Gohmert
Kinzinger
McHenry

[0 1945

from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”
So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

Torres (NY)
Trahan
Trone
Underwood
Upton
Valadao
Van Drew
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wexton
Wild
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth

Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Mullin
Murphy (NC)
Nehls
Norman
Obernolte
Owens
Palazzo
Palmer
Pence

Perry
Pfluger
Posey
Reschenthaler
Rice (SC)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy
Rutherford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sessions
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Spartz
Stauber
Steel

Steil

Steube
Stewart
Stivers
Taylor
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner

Van Duyne
Wagner
Walberg
Walorski
Waltz

Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams (TX)
Wittman
Womack
Zeldin

Wilson (SC)
Young

FERGUSON changed his vote

Allred (Davids
(K8))

Axne (Stevens)

Barragan (Beyer)

March 18, 2021

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS

Hastings
(Butterfield)

Kahele (Mrvan)

Kim (NJ) (Davids

Payne (Pallone)

Peters (Kildee)

Pingree
(Cicilline)

Bgra (Aguilar) (KS)) . Porter (Wexton)
Bishop (Gz'&) Kirkpatrick Rodgers (WA)
(Butterfield) (Stanton) (Joyce (PA))
Blumenauer Langevin Rush
(Beyer) (Lynch)
Buchanan Lawson (FL) S é&‘igg:ooa)
(Gimenez) (Evans) (Sherrill)
Bush (Clark Lieu (Beyer) Sires (Pallone)
(MA)) Lowenthal A
Cardenas (Beyer) Slotkin
(Gomez) McEachin ($tevens)
Cleaver (Davids (Wexton) Smith (WA)
(KS)) Meng (Clark (Courtney)
DeSaulnier (MA)) Timmons
(Matsui) Moore (WI) (Steube)
DesdJarlais (Beyer) Wasserman
(Fleischmann) Moulton Schultz (Soto)
Garbarino (Joyce (Underwood) Watson Coleman
(OH)) Napolitano (Pallone)
Grijalva (Garcia (Correa) Wilson (FL)
(L)) Omar (Pressley) (Hayes)

RAISING A QUESTION OF THE
PRIVILEGES OF THE HOUSE

Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, I
rise to raise a question of the privileges
of the House, and I offer a resolution
(H. Res. 243) removing a certain Mem-
ber from a certain committee of the
House of Representatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
DEGETTE). The Clerk will report the
resolution.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 243

Whereas Director of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation Christopher Wray said in July
2020 that ‘‘Beijing is engaged in a highly so-
phisticated malign foreign influence cam-
paign”’ that involves ‘“‘subversive,
undeclared, criminal, or coercive attempts
to sway our government’s policies, distort
our country’s public discourse, and under-
mine confidence in our democratic processes
and values’’;

Whereas Representative Eric Swalwell has
not denied public reporting that a suspected
Chinese intelligence operative helped raise
money for Representative Swalwell’s polit-
ical campaigns and facilitated the potential
assignment of interns into Representative
Swalwell’s offices;

Whereas Representative Swalwell has not
denied other troublesome elements of public
reporting;

Whereas clause 1 of rule XXIIT of the Rules
of the House of Representatives provides, ‘A
Member, Delegate, Resident Commissioner,
officer, or employee of the House shall be-
have at all times in a manner that shall re-
flect creditably on the House.”’; and

Whereas Representative Eric Swalwell
should be removed from his committee as-
signment in light of conduct he has exhib-
ited: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, removed from the fol-
lowing committee of the House of Represent-
atives:

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTEL-
LIGENCE: Mr. Swalwell of California.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-

olution qualifies.
MOTION TO TABLE

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I have
a motion at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

The
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Mr. Hoyer moves that the resolution be
laid on the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the motion to table.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 218, nays
200, answered ‘‘present’ 3, not voting 9,
as follows:

The

[Roll No. 94]

YEAS—218
Adams Gonzalez, Ocasio-Cortez
Aguilar Vicente Omar
Allred Gottheimer Pallone
Auchincloss Green, Al (TX) Panetta
Axne Grijalva Pappas
Barragan Harder (CA) Pascrell
Bass Hastings Payne
Beatty Hayes Pelosi
Bera Higgins (NY) Perlmutter
Beyer Himes Peters
Bishop (GA) Horsford Phillips
Blumenauer Houlahan Pingree
Blunt Rochester ~Hoyer Pocan
Bonamici Huffman Porter
Bourdeaux Jackson Lee Pressley
Bowman Jacobs (CA) Price (NC)
Boyle, Brendan  Jayapal Quigley
F. Jeffries Raskin
Brown Johnson (GA) Rice (NY)
Brownley Johnson (TX) Ross
Bush Jones Roybal-Allard
Bustos Kahele Ruiz
Butterfield Kaptur Ruppersherger
Carbajal Keating Rush
Cardenas Kelly (IL) Ryan
Carson Khanna Sanchez
Cartwright K%ldee Sarbanes
Case Kilmer Scanlon
Casten Kim (NJ) Schakowsky
Castro (TX) Kind Schiff
Chu Kirkpatrick = gopneiger
Cicilline Xrishnamoorthi  schrader
Clark (MA) Lustor Schrier
Clarke (NY) Langevin Scott (VA)
Cleaver Scott, David
Clyburn Larsen (WA) Sewell
Larson (CT)
Cohen Sherman
Connolly Lawrence Sherrill
Lawson (FL) X
Cooper L Sires
ee (CA) .
Correa Slotkin
Costa Lee (NV) Smith (WA)
Leger Fernandez
Cou}*tney Levin (CA) Soto
Cr@g Levin (MI) Spapberger
Crist Lieu Speier
Crow Lofgren Stanton
Cuel'lar Lowenthal Steyens
Davids (KS) Luria Strickland
Davis, Danny K. Lynch Suozzi
Dean ) Malinowski Swalwell
DeFazio Maloney, Takano
DeGette Carolyn B. Thompson (CA)
DeLauro Maloney, Sean Thompson (MS)
DelBene Manning Tltl}s
Delgado Matsui Tlaib
Demings McBath Tonko
DeSaulnier McCollum Torres (CA)
Deutch McEachin Torres (NY)
Dingell McGovern Trahan
Doggett McNerney Trone
Doyle, Michael Meeks Underwood
F. Meng Vargas
Escobar Mfume Veasey
Eshoo Moore (WI) Vela
Espaillat Morelle Velazquez
Evans Moulton Wasserman
Fletcher Mrvan Schultz
Foster Murphy (FL) Waters
Frankel, Lois Nadler Watson Coleman
Gallego Napolitano Welch
Garamendi Neal Wexton
Garcla (IL) Neguse wild
Garcia (TX) Newman Williams (GA)
Golden Norcross Wilson (FL)
Gomez O’Halleran Yarmuth

Aderholt
Allen
Amodei
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Banks
Barr
Bentz
Bergman
Bice (OK)
Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Bost
Brooks
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Budd
Burchett
Burgess
Calvert
Cammack
Carl
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Cawthorn
Chabot
Cheney
Cline
Cloud
Clyde
Cole
Comer
Crawford
Crenshaw
Curtis
Davidson
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Duncan
Dunn
Emmer
Estes
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fortenberry
Foxx
Franklin, C.
Scott
Fulcher
Gallagher
Garbarino
Garcia (CA)
Gibbs
Gimenez
Gonzales, Tony

Armstrong

Brady
Castor (FL)
Davis, Rodney

Mr. ROUZER and Mrs. GREENE of
Georgia changed their vote from ‘‘yea”

to ‘“‘nay.”
Messrs.

changed their vote from

uyea‘.n

So the motion to table was agreed to.
The result of the vote was announced

NAYS—200

Gonzalez (OH)
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guthrie
Hagedorn
Harris
Harshbarger
Hartzler
Hern

Herrell
Herrera Beutler
Hice (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Hill

Hinson
Hollingsworth
Hudson
Huizenga
Issa

Jackson
Jacobs (NY)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (PA)
Katko

Keller

Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kim (CA)
Kustoff
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Latta
LaTurner
Lesko

Long
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Mace
Malliotakis
Mann

Massie

Mast
McCarthy
McCaul
McClain
McClintock
McKinley
Meijer
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Moolenaar
Mooney

PRESENTS—3

Guest

NOT VOTING—9

Gaetz
Gohmert
Kinzinger
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as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Mullin
Murphy (NC)
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunes
Obernolte
Owens
Palazzo
Palmer
Pence

Perry
Pfluger
Posey

Reed
Reschenthaler
Rice (SC)
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sessions
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil

Steube
Stewart
Stivers
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Wagner
Walberg
Walorski
Waltz

Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams (TX)
Wittman
Womack
Zeldin

Joyce (OH)

McHenry
Wilson (SC)
Young

KHANNA and PASCRELL
nay’’ to

133

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS

Allred (Davids
(KS))
Axne (Stevens)

Barragan (Beyer) Bishop (GA)

Bera (Aguilar)

(Butterfield)
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Blumenauer Kirkpatrick Pingree
(Beyer) (Stanton) (Cicilline)
Buchanan Langevin Porter (Wexton)
(Gimenez) (Lynch) Rodgers (WA)
Bush (Clark Lawson (FL) (Joyce (PA))
,(MA)) (Evans) Rush
Cardenas Lieu (Beyer) (Underwood)
(Gomez) . Lowenthal Schneider
le;‘s")’f (Davids ~ Beyer) (Sherrill)
DeSaulnier McEachin Sires fPallone)
(Matsui) (Wexton) Slotkin
DesJarlais Meng (Clark (Stevens)
(Fleischmann) MA) Smith (WA)
Garbarino (Joyce Moore (WD) (Courtney)
(0H)) (Beyer) Timmons
Grijalva (Garcia ~Moulton (Steube)
(IL)) (Underwood) Wasserman
Hastings Napolitano Schultz (Soto)
(Butterfield) (Correa) Watson Coleman
Kahele (Mrvan) Omar (Pressley) (Pallone)
Kim (NJ) (Davids Payne (Pallone) Wilson (FL)
(KS)) Peters (Kildee) (Hayes)

—————
ENERGY SECURITY IN EUROPE

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, as co-
chair of the Congressional Ukraine
Caucus, I rise with great concern re-
garding Europe’s energy security with
the imminent completion of the Nord
Stream 2 pipeline.

Nord Stream 2 is a Russian malign
influence energy project designed to
ensnare Europe and weaken the sov-
ereignty of Ukraine. Tragically, Rus-
sia’s illegal war in and on Ukraine has
claimed the lives of over 14,000 Ukrain-
ians and displaced millions more.

Russia has a deeply troubling history
of using energy coercion to undermine
democratic institutions. Thankfully,
Congress has now passed legislation
twice on an overwhelmingly bipartisan
basis to put mandatory sanctions on
Nord Stream 2.

I am so thankful for President
Biden’s commitment to liberty in
Ukraine and his opposition to Nord
Stream 2. I am also encouraged by Sec-
retary Blinken’s recent statement re-
affirming the administration’s com-
mitment to comply with the sanctions
legislation.

Our caucus, on a bipartisan basis,
stands ready to work with the adminis-
tration to apply further sanctions to
halt the pipeline. The State Depart-
ment must make clear that Congress
will not support a side deal that puts
the security of Ukraine and the region
at risk.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO JOE
NOVOTNY ON HIS RETIREMENT

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise to recognize the
retirement of a true servant of the
House, Joe Novotny.

A familiar voice that we all know so
well, Joe served Congress for 29 years
at both the committee and the institu-
tional level, becoming a recognizable
and reliable part of the House legisla-
tive process as the Reading Clerk.



H1572

Joe’s career started as a House Page
and led him to positions on the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources and the
Committee on Education and Labor. In
2010, Joe joined the Clerk’s organiza-
tion as Reading Clerk, where this
Chamber has enjoyed his voice and dili-
gence for over a decade.

When asking the many teams who
work with him how they would de-
scribe Joe, the word that came up re-
peatedly was ‘‘teammate.” As a dedi-
cated public servant with nearly three
decades of experience and knowledge,
Joe’s attention to detail, mentorship,
humor, and kindness made him an
asset and a friend to every team he has
been a part of. From his restaurant
recommendations to stories about see-
ing his favorite bands play live on
weekends, Joe will not only be missed
by his colleagues in Legislative Oper-
ations, but by all of us who know him
as part of this Chamber.

I would like to wish Joe well in his
retirement and celebrate his commit-
ment to serving this body so ably for so
many years. Congratulations, Joe.

————
HATE CRIMES IN AMERICA

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
was in the United States Congress
when the first hate crimes legislation
was written. It was written after the
heinous killing of James Byrd in
Texas, where a Black man was dragged
through the streets of Texas and de-
capitated.

Tomorrow, the President of the
United States will go to Georgia, where
eight people were killed, six of whom
happen to be Asian women. Yet a cap-
tain in the Cherokee Sheriff’s Depart-
ment said that the perpetrator had a
bad day.

Mr. Speaker, wrapped in racism,
white supremacy, and hatred, the Geor-
gia law says that if you kill women, it
may be a gender hatred crime. I want a
full investigation. I believe in the Con-
stitution due process, but this is a hate
crime. People are dead, Asian women
are dead, and this perpetrator should
be held accountable.

If you are in law enforcement, the
best role that you have is as a fact
finder and someone who can offer sym-
pathy that makes sense, not that the
perpetrator had a bad day and this is
what he did. I am having a bad day be-
cause we still have hatred in this coun-
try.

———

SUPPER FROM A LAB IS NOT A
SOLUTION

(Mr. FORTENBERRY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker,
Nebraska is famous for its high-quality
beef; and what wine is to France, beef
is to Nebraska.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. Speaker, a few weeks ago, a num-
ber of us took note when Microsoft
founder Bill Gates proposed that the
wealthiest nations move to a hundred
percent synthetic beef—synthetic
beef—to fight climate change.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have been in
meetings with Bill Gates, and I respect
his intellect and his desire for social
responsibility by the world’s wealthi-
est, and I have no beef with Bill for his
desire to see us transition to a much
more sustainable economy, and I agree.
But making supper from a lab? That is
not a solution. That is a chemistry ex-
periment.

Mr. Speaker, America makes food,
real food, and we shouldn’t disrupt a
nutritional food source and manage-
ment of our animal resources that
would have minimal effect on green-
house gases.

I have an idea. I would like to invite
Mr. Gates to the West Point Livestock
Auction, and he can present his pro-
posal for lab-based meat to the farmers
and ranchers there. We would have a
healthy debate.

————

OUR DIVERSITY MAKES US
STRONG

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of the millions of Dreamers who
call America home and contribute to
the rich tapestry of our country, yet
have seen their dreams of a permanent
home deferred over and over again.

These Americans, in every way but
on paper, deal with uncertainty each
day that we fail to act. Now that the
House has acted, the Senate must im-
mediately pass the American Dream
and Promise Act.

In our melting pot of a city, New
Yorkers have shown again and again
that it is our diversity that makes us
strong and that immigrants and the
American Dream are linked.

So, today, the House made clear that
immigrants are welcome here and that
Dreamers deserve to know their home
will not be taken away. I thank all of
my colleagues who voted ‘‘yes” to pro-
viding this commonsense pathway to
citizenship, and I urge the Senate to do
the same.

———

CHILD ABUSE LEGISLATION
NEEDS TO BE FIXED

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this week, the House voted on H.R. 485,
Stronger CAPTA, a reauthorization of
the Child Abuse Protection and Treat-
ment Act.

Abuse is obviously a horrible thing
that no child should have to suffer.
However, this legislation has multiple
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issues which I call on the Senate to fix.
Notably, it would create a national
registry of child abuse and neglect.

Now, this sounds good, but under cur-
rent law, a person does not need to be
convicted or even charged with a crime
to be put on a State abuse registry,
which leads to many parents being
added due to misfiled paperwork or
perhaps overzealous CPS workers.

Homeschooling parents in particular
face this issue, and an appeal can take
months or even years to get a name re-
moved from the list. By nationalizing
State registries, this problem will
spread nationwide without a fix.

The legislation attempts to address
this concern by creating a working
group to study and make recommenda-
tions on due process concerns, but that
is not a sufficient safeguard for Ameri-
cans’ due process rights.

A 2009 HHS report on the feasibility
of a national child abuse registry noted
that a national registry would be
plagued by false positives, where an in-
nocent person sharing a name with an
abuser would be flagged in background
searches.

I call on the Senate to fix this legis-
lation.
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OBSERVING SLEEP AWARENESS
WEEK

(Ms. DEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DEAN. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise
to speak about Sleep Awareness Week,
a week to remind us all of the impor-
tance of something we all need—a good
night’s sleep.

Sleep Awareness Week and World
Sleep Day are internationally recog-
nized and bring awareness to sleep and
its important impact on our health.

The pandemic has taken a toll on all
of us, including our sleep schedules. In-
creased anxiety and worries have made
it harder than ever to get consistent
and peaceful sleep.

Despite this fact, it is important we
consider the instrumental role sleep
plays in keeping our bodies and minds
healthy.

A proper comprehensive view of good
health must include the importance of
rest. We all could use it.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues to ensure all American fam-
ilies, including 165,000 people in our
country impacted by narcolepsy, have
access to the healthcare they need.

Sleep, wellness, and health must go
hand in hand.

——————

HONORING GARY CLARK

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BOWMAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2021, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. C. SCOTT
FRANKLIN) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the minority leader.
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Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a longtime
friend and the biggest advocate for vet-
erans in central Florida, retired Air
Force Colonel Gary Clark.

I have known Colonel Clark for 20
years as a fellow veteran and veteran’s
advocate. I am honored to recognize
him as one of the distinguished 2020 in-
ductees into the Florida Veterans’ Hall
of Fame. This is an honor truly befit-
ting Gary, thanks to his countless con-
tributions to Florida’s veterans.

Florida is known as the most vet-
eran-friendly State in America, with
over a million vets calling the Sun-
shine State home. Anywhere you go in
central Florida, if there is a veteran in
need, you can bet that Gary is on it.

Retiring from the Air Force in 1993,
Gary continued his service and quickly
became a distinguished advocate for
veterans. Gary established the Polk
County Veterans Council, developed a
partnership for the Polk County School
Board to support 13 Junior ROTC units,
and chairs the Flight to Honor Polk,
which brings senior veterans to the me-
morials near Washington.

Gary coordinates an annual Veterans
Day breakfast with the Rotary Clubs of
Lakeland and has chaired the 15th Con-
gressional District of Florida’s Service
Academy Nominating Committee for
at least a decade, and he remains the
chair for my current board.

Mr. Speaker, it is simply impossible
to think of veterans in central Florida
without thinking of Gary Clark. On be-
half of Polk County and the 15th Dis-
trict of Florida, we congratulate him
on this honor and his induction into
the Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame,
and we thank him for his selfless serv-
ice to our veteran community.

SUPPORTING PUBLIC ACCESS TO CAPITOL

Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, on a more somber note, I
rise in support of public access to this
House, the people’s House.

While I have only been a Member
since January 3, as a former Naval avi-
ator who had the privilege to travel to
over 40 countries, I know the impor-
tance of our free and open democracy
in both the figurative and the literal
sense.

I was on the House floor on January
6 when violence erupted. As we con-
tinue to investigate the tragedy that
resulted, the military fortress erected
in response is a gross overcorrection.

Capitol Police have indicated there is
no credible threat justifying maintain-
ing this security posture. On March 4,
facing nonspecific rumors of a poten-
tial threat, the House rushed to con-
clude its work the night before and did
not meet. Not only was the threat un-
founded, but the Senate, operating
under the same security protocols as
the House, was open and conducting
the people’s business, the same Senate
that is only a few yards down the hall
behind us.

Speaking of the differences between
the two Chambers, doesn’t it seem odd
that the same House impeachment
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managers who testified before the Sen-
ate without masks would insist that I
be fined if I take my mask off right
now, even though I have been vac-
cinated and there is no one around me?

In addition to dismantling this for-
tress, we should begin relaxing the pro-
tocols put in place a year ago to limit
the spread of COVID. Today, all House
Members have been offered the vaccine,
and roughly 75 percent have been vac-
cinated. Many of the remaining 25 per-
cent have antibodies from being in-
fected previously.

There is no justification for this
House to continue operating in a quasi-
virtual state. The CDC has issued new
guidelines easing masks and social
distancing for the nearly 32 million
people who are fully vaccinated.

It is time to end the proxy voting,
begin in-person committee meetings,
and return to regular order. Our
strength as an institution relies on per-
sonal relationships and the ability to
build alliances where we find common
interests. As a freshman, I have yet to
meet most of my colleagues. We should
be working to find common ground,
and that is simply not possible in a vir-
tual meeting.

Mr. Speaker, as the new administra-
tion acts to tear down the wall at our
southern border, we have a new one
right here, paralyzing the seat of de-
mocracy. The hypocrisy is obvious, and
it is shameful.

This is no longer about safety. It is
about making every effort to create
disruption and hide what is really
going on from the American people.

It is time to take down the razor wire
fencing, send the troops home, and
open the people’s House to the public.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————
ADDRESSING THE BORDER CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. CLOUD) for
38 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address the Biden border cri-
sis, the unraveling of what was once a
managed situation.

We are a compassionate Nation, but
lawlessness is not compassion. Aiding
and abetting cartels is not compassion.
Putting policies in place that allow
evil actors to abuse women on a jour-
ney is not compassion. Allowing them
to grow and be funded into a desta-
bilizing force in Central and South
American nations that are trying to
thrive and survive and create an econ-
omy for their own people, that is not
compassion.

The policies that the Biden adminis-
tration has put in place have caused
this crisis at the border. It is different
from the previous administration that
came in, inherited a problem and had
to put policies in place and make dif-
ficult decisions to come up with a solu-
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tion. This administration inherited a
solution and has put in place policies
that have created a problem.

It was predictable. It was easy to
avoid. It is unfortunate that we have to
be here again to talk about this today,
but we are here because the lives of
those affected matter. They deserve it.
They need their story to be told.

It is ironic that we are taking people
off the border right now, our good men
and women who signed up to protect
and secure our border, to defend the
Constitution, and to protect our com-
munities. We are actually taking them
off the border to sit at computers to do
paperwork to process what has become
a migrant humanitarian crisis.

We have essentially turned our brave
men and women into the last mile, so
to speak, for cartel activity. The busi-
ness model that the cartels have to
work throughout the world to bring
people to our border, to charge them
thousands of dollars each while they
abuse them on the journey, while they
put them into indentured servitude and
then hand them over to our people sim-
ply for processing. That is not what
they signed up to do.

The migrants deserve better as well,
as do, certainly, our communities. We
understand the strategy of the cartels
to overwhelm our border and our re-
sources with the humanitarian crisis
and then sneak in drugs that destroy
the lives of our young people and our
families.

We have to fix this. We can secure
our border. We can protect the lives of
these people, and we can keep this Na-
tion strong. We can help push back the
cartel influence in our Nation and
throughout Central and South Amer-
ica.

I have a couple of fellow Members of
Congress and friends here who have
valuable experience. I thank them for
joining me today to help us with this
conversation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the good gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. NOR-
MAN).

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman CLOUD for organizing this
Special Order on this topic that the
country is dealing with today.

The Trump administration estab-
lished strong laws against illegal im-
migration. President Biden has decided
to disregard any success achieved by
his predecessor and, instead, an-
nounced open borders to the world.

This problem was not created due to
conditions abroad but by decisions
made at home, and they were political
decisions, unfortunately.

Since President Biden was elected, il-
legal border crossings have sky-
rocketed. In February 2020, the CBP
announced that over 35,000 migrants
tried to cross the border illegally. To
put this in context, this past February,
that number far surpassed 100,000.

Despite having the statistics to prove
it, President Biden refuses to call this
situation a crisis, which it is.

Aside from halting construction on
the border wall as performed by Presi-
dent Trump, the Biden administration
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has reimplemented a system of catch
and release and implemented selective
enforcement of our immigration laws.

They have suspended the removal of
most people with active deportation or-
ders and even released COVID-positive
detainees into our country. Really? If
you go out of the country as an Amer-
ican and come in, you have to be test-
ed. This administration has no policies
in place to test or provide masks and
definitely not to know what is coming
into the country for other viruses.

The problems we are experiencing are
more than politically motivated. They
are counterproductive and put the safe-
ty of the American people in jeopardy.
Our social systems and border officials
don’t have the capacity or the re-
sources to handle an overwhelming
surge in illegal border crossings.

Let me be clear, our immigration
system needs judicial review and legis-
lative reform. Americans want a secure
southern border. Disregarding any
form of success on our border is not the
answer that we need.

As I said before, legal immigration
has countless benefits to this great Na-
tion. We have a right and a responsi-
bility to know who and what comes
into our great country.

Mr. CLOUD. I yield to the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. MILLER).

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank my colleague, Congressman
CLOUD, for this very important Special
Order. The House of hypocrites may be
a more fitting name than this House of
Representatives.

The Democrats have facilitated the
building of a 10-foot-tall wall or fence
with razor wire around the people’s
House, our national Capitol Building,
and surround themselves with police
and National Guard. Yet, the same peo-
ple refuse to protect our Nation’s bor-
der and the continued construction of
our border wall.

Last week, the Democrats passed two
bills that diminish our Second Amend-
ment rights. The Democrats are the
people who have told you we don’t need
guns and walls, yet they have sur-
rounded themselves with guns and
walls for months.

There are real dangers posed by al-
lowing this massive illegal immigra-
tion invasion. We don’t know who the
people are that are coming or what
their intentions are. We do know that
a lot of them are bringing in drugs,
women and children to be trafficked,
COVID and other diseases, and weap-
ons.

I call on President Biden and the
Democrats to stop obstructing the en-
forcement of our immigration laws and
facilitating this invasion on our south-
ern border.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the good gentleman from Florida (Mr.
POSEY).

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
good Congressman from Texas (Mr.
CLoUD) for leading this important dis-
cussion.

When I visited the border, I saw the
dangers of open borders, not only for

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Americans, but for thousands of illegal
immigrants smuggled across the bor-
der.

Open borders empower drug cartels.
Cartels are ruthless and inhumane in
their treatment of their human cargo.

President Trump secured agreements
with El Salvador, Honduras, and Gua-
temala that curbed the flow of illegal
immigrant caravans. Those agree-
ments, along with the Remain in Mex-
ico agreement, deprived the cartels of
billions and billions of dollars and
saved hundreds of thousands of immi-
grants from sexual abuse and exploi-
tation at the hands of the ruthless drug
cartels.

Sadly, on January 20, President
Biden gave the ruthless cartels a green
light to resume their exploitation of
women, children, and young men when
he signed executive orders effectively
repealing those agreements, which had
curbed illegal immigration and were
defunding the cartels.

Now, the record-low crossings of im-
migrants and drugs have been replaced
by record highs. Customs and Border
Protection agents are overwhelmed and
have resorted to catch and release,
which rewards the cartels, further en-
riching those guys.

O 2100

Rather than abandoning border secu-
rity, the Biden-Harris administration
must abandon the failed policies that
created the crisis.

Restoring our border is essential to
putting the safety and security of
Americans first, to protect immigrants
from exploitation and harm, and to de-
prive the drug cartels of victims and
revenue.

The worst is still to come if this ad-
ministration continues down this reck-
less road.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Mr. PosEY for his comments. It is in-
teresting of him to point out the
former ‘“‘Remain in Mexico’’ policy that
was removed under this administra-
tion. Ironically, if you are a U.S. cit-
izen going to Mexico, you will have to
remain in Mexico and not be allowed
into our very own home country unless
you have a negative COVID test. How-
ever, this is not happening with the mi-
grants at the border currently.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the good gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR).

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I have the honor of rep-
resenting Yuma County, Arizona. And
as many of you know, Yuma is the epi-
center of the Biden-created border cri-
sis. When Mr. Biden says he is not
going to enforce our immigration laws,
when he says he is not going to build a
border wall, it has dire consequences.

We are seeing the tragic con-
sequences of that right now in Yuma.
Mr. Biden’s decision last month to re-
lease illegal immigrants in Yuma
County on a daily basis has opened up
a spigot of border crossings into my
great State of Arizona.
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Now my worst fears are coming
through: Illegal aliens are flooding into
Yuma. We have now ceded operational
control of the border to the cartels.

In less than 2 months, the Biden ad-
ministration has destroyed much of
President Trump’s progress in securing
the southern border. The Biden admin-
istration’s open border policy, coupled
with NANCY PELOSI’s amnesty bills
taken up this week—this very day in
Congress will only exacerbate the
growing humanitarian health and secu-
rity crisis along the southern border.

It is shocking to me that the House
Democrats’ answer to the Biden-cre-
ated border crisis is to take up legisla-
tion that would give amnesty, plus a
path to citizenship, to more than 5 mil-
lion illegal aliens. This is like pouring
gasoline on a wildfire.

We should be enforcing the immigra-
tion laws we have on the books. We
should not be giving amnesty to mil-
lions of illegal aliens. Mr. Biden should
never have halted final construction of
the border wall. Unfortunately, Demo-
crat’s hatred for President Trump
clouds their ability to work together
towards commonsense reforms.

Instead, Democrats rammed their
radical amnesty legislation through
Congress, even with confirmed reports
that suspects on the terrorist watch
list have attempted to enter into our
country.

What is happening in Yuma and all
along the southern border is uncon-
scionable. The crisis is only getting
worse. Unfortunately, today’s action
on the House floor sends exactly the
wrong message. We should not be
incentivizing more illegal immigrants
to unlawfully enter our country. In-
stead, we must condemn these at-
tempts, enforce the laws on the books,
and take all necessary steps to get our
border under control.

God help us all if these two bills be-
come law.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Mr. GOSAR for his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the good gen-
tleman from Montana (Mr.
ROSENDALE).

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to the open border
policies of the Biden administration,
which have created the worst border
crisis in recent memory.

After the surge in 2019, the Trump ad-
ministration built the wall system to
secure our border, ended ‘‘catch and re-
lease,” and, most importantly, actu-
ally enforced our Nations’ laws, mak-
ing it harder and less desirable to come
to our country illegally. And it
worked. Illegal border crossings fell to
record lows.

Unfortunately, on his first day in of-
fice, in an act of spiteful partisanship,
President Biden undid all of that with
the stroke of a pen. The results are
clear and disturbing. February border
apprehensions were tripled what they
were last year under President Trump,
with a number of accompanied children
in custody already shattering a record.
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This truly is a humanitarian crisis of
our time. On the treacherous trip to
our country, illegal aliens are subject
to abuse, rape, gang violence, and
harsh weather and terrain. Once they
arrive, often they are forced into sex
slavery or indentured servitude to pay
off their debts to coyotes or the cartel.
Open borders and amnesty are not com-
passionate. They are heartless. The
level of human suffering taking place
on the border due to President Biden’s
policies is truly tragic. The result of
these policies was completely predict-
able.

When I visited the border just over a
month ago, agents told me troubling
stories of illegal aliens, specifically cit-
ing President Biden’s immigration
policies as the reason they decided to
come to America. And this week,
House Democrats passed amnesty
measures that will only make the situ-
ation worse.

Mr. Speaker, I urge President Biden
and House Democrats to reconsider, set
aside partisanship, and work with us to
secure our border, enforce our laws,
and address the humanitarian crisis at
the border before it is too late.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the good gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
BI1GGS).

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman, Mr. CLOUD, for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, earlier today, Demo-
crats ignored President Biden’s inhu-
mane border crisis and passed two am-
nesty bills. The bills actually encour-
age illegal immigration.

Here is the way it works: The cartels
have operational control of our border.
They do. No one crosses the southern
border unless the cartel says it is okay.
The cartels are advertising now. NGOs
funded by this government are adver-
tising down in the Northern Triangle
states in Mexico: ‘““Come north.”

They give brochures how to get here.
And what happens is caravans are
forming now. But more than that, we
have got people lining up at the bor-
ders to come across. It is a treacherous
journey.

Mr. Speaker, parents are giving their
kids to coyotes to bring forward. And
these people have no respect for human
life. No respect. And that is because of
the policies of this administration. And
I will tell you what I heard someone on
the floor of the House state today, and
I am going to quote it.

They said, ‘‘This bill is not amnesty.
It does not grant anybody amnesty. It
allows individuals to get right with the
law and become legal workers in the
United States.”

That is the definition of amnesty.
Look it up in Merriam Webster.

Earlier this week, Secretary
Mayorkas admitted, ‘“We are on pace
to encounter more individuals on the
southwest border than at any time in
the last 20 years.”

Let that sink in: More than any time
in the last 20 years.

And the answer to this by our Demo-
crat colleagues is to pass amnesty.
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Mr. Speaker, we hear moving stories
that all Dreamers came to the United
States as little children, graduated
from high school as valedictorians and
are now working as doctors saving
lives.

If that were true, why did these bills
include waivers for illegal aliens who
have been convicted of crimes?

Why didn’t these bills include lan-
guage to require that illegal aliens who
will get amnesty at least have grad-
uated from either high school or col-
lege?

The contents of the bills the House
passed today do not match the rhetoric
of the open borders crowd. We can
spend hours talking about the heartfelt
stories, what happened to people, kids
who I have seen, who have been rented
out and used multiple times to take ad-
vantage of these policies. Time doesn’t
allow for me to do that, but we must
continue to fight this horrible scourge
because it is a humanitarian crisis.

Don’t paper over it claiming that you
are compassionate when you are entic-
ing people to put their lives in the
hands of people who don’t give any con-
sideration for human life.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for his remarks.

Indeed, it is true that these cartels
have a weird, perverted thinking when
it comes to people. For them, they are
just a business product. In their mind,
they can sell a kilo of coke once, but
they can get residual income from a
human life.

It is pathetic, disturbing, troubling,
to say the least, that we, by our poli-
cies, empower this kind of activity on
our southern border.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the good gen-
tlewoman from Colorado (Mrs.
BOEBERT).

Mrs. BOEBERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Texas, my good
friend, Congressman MICHAEL CLOUD,
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, the Biden regime has
focused all its time and energy on ben-
efiting those who have done it all
wrong. Fascist governors imposed dra-
conian lockdowns and sent their States
into economic disaster. So Biden
passed the blue State bailout.

Did you commit a felony? This ad-
ministration wants you to vote.

And now this administration wants
to give special privileges to those
breaking Federal law and crossing the
southern border.

Mr. Speaker, it is past time that we
fix the broken immigration system and
secure the border. That is my hard
line. That means building the wall,
properly funding Border Patrol, and en-
forcing the laws we have on the
books—exactly what President Trump
did, which led to record low illegal
crossings. This is the right and humane
thing to do.

Getting children out of the hands of
cartels and coyotes, and making it
clear that the American government
will put those coming the right way,
the legal way, they will be rewarded.
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But, no, this administration has be-
come a marketing wing for the cartels,
urging folks from all around the world
to flood our southern border.

These cartels are making billions of
dollars on human smuggling alone, and
billions more on drug trafficking. The
result of Biden’s collaboration with
cartels is the highest number of unac-
companied minors we have ever seen.
Thousands of criminals, and even indi-
viduals on the FBI’s terrorist watch
list, crossing our border.

Mr. Speaker, this administration is
incentivizing unaccompanied minors to
make the hazardous and potentially
fatal journey across our southern bor-
der. That is child abuse. This adminis-
tration has signaled that we will not
fortify our southern border, and we
have seen those on the terrorist watch
list try to enter. That is a dereliction
of duty. And we have seen this admin-
istration fail to uphold and enforce the
laws of our Nation. That is a betrayal
of the American people.

The most moral thing we can do is
build a wall and secure our southern
border. It is shameful and immoral to
signal to poor and desperate people
that if you break our laws, if you cross
our borders, if you somehow make it, if
you somehow don’t get caught and sur-
vive, then we will take care of you with
our hard-earned tax dollars. Let’s ask
California how that is working for
them.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Mrs. BOEBERT for her remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the good gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. CLYDE).

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to shine a light on the current
crisis that is plaguing our southwest
border. Customs and Border Protection
agents has stated that they are en-
countering more than 3,000 illegal im-
migrants per day. It has also been re-
ported that Customs and Border Patrol
encountered the highest number of ille-
gal aliens recorded in the month of
February in over 7 years, at 100,441 en-
counters.

The Biden executive order termi-
nating the construction of the wall
caused this crisis, and the COVID-19
pandemic has made it worse. The Biden
border crisis stands to threaten not
only U.S. communities along the
southern border, but also Americans
throughout the interior. And as a re-
sult of the Federal Government’s inac-
tion, local border communities are
stepping up to fill the void.

But, unfortunately, these localities
do not have the authority to retain
these illegals who plan to travel to doz-
ens of cities throughout the country.
We must do everything in our power to
protect Americans from unnecessary
exposure to the coronavirus.

It seriously troubles me that the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security acknowl-
edged just yesterday in a committee
hearing that the Department not only
does not know how many illegal immi-
grants have been released, but they are
also not testing all of them for COVID-
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19 before releasing them. Let that sink
in.

The Department charged with pro-
tecting the homeland lacks an execut-
able strategy to ensure that all illegal
immigrants are properly screened and
tested before they are released into the
interior.

In order to right this wrong and
stand up for the safety of all Ameri-
cans, I will be introducing the COVID-
19 Border Protection Act, a bill that re-
purposes COVID relief funds, funds
from Democrats’ nearly $2 trillion
package slated to be sent overseas, to
test immigrants who are encountered
by Federal officials at the border and
quarantine those who test positive. I
took an oath to protect all Americans,
and this bill does just that.

The crisis at the border is unaccept-
able and it exemplifies the threat posed
by the rollback of Trump-era policies
that were tough on illegal immigra-
tion.
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Illegal immigrants should not be al-
lowed to enter our country to begin
with, and a wall would help do just
that. But they should certainly not be
allowed to enter and spread the
COVID-19 virus. All Americans should
be appalled with the crisis at the bor-
der.

I call on my colleagues to join me in
rejecting the administration’s America
second policies and get tough on illegal
immigration.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, we are in-
deed a compassionate Nation, we recog-
nize that everyone on this planet are
people created in the image of God. We
understand that people are hurting all
over the world.

The solution for that, however, is for
us to be that shining city on the hill,
for us to be an example to the world.
For them to know that if you live by
the same principles that have made
this Nation into one of the brightest
beacons of freedom through all of
human history that you can achieve
the same results.

We want people to prosper every-
where. We want every nation to pros-
per, and that is why we are so intent on
stopping this terrible scourge that is at
our southern border. These cartels are
wreaking havoc in the lives of these
people, and we have to put an end to
this.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
an article titled ‘‘Color-Coded Passage:
Why Smugglers are Tagging U.S.-
Bound Migrants with Wristbands.”

It has recently come to light that a
number of the migrants are coming
over with wristbands. The question was
asked, Why?

[From Reuters, Mar. 9, 2021]
COLOR-CODED PASSAGE: WHY SMUGGLERS ARE

TAGGING U.S.-BOUND MIGRANTS WITH
WRISTBANDS
(By Adrees Latif, Laura Gottesdiener, Mica
Rosenberg)

PENITAS, TX.—Along the banks of the Rio
Grande in the scrubby grassland near
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Penitas, Texas, hundreds of colored plastic
wristbands ripped off by migrants litter the
ground, signs of what U.S. border officials
say is a growing trend among powerful drug
cartels and smugglers to track people paying
to cross illegally into the United States.

The ©plastic bands—red, blue, green,
white—some labeled arrivals or entries in
Spanish, are discarded after migrants cross
the river on makeshift rafts, according to a
Reuters witness. Their use has not been
widely reported before.

Some migrants are trying to evade border
agents, others are mostly Central American
families or young children traveling without
parents who turn themselves into officials,
often to seek asylum.

Border Patrol agents in the Rio Grande
Valley sector, which spans more than 34,000
square miles (88,000 square kKilometers) along
the border in southeast Texas, have recently
encountered immigrants wearing the brace-
lets during several apprehensions, said Mat-
thew Dyman a spokesman for U.S. Customs
and Border Protection.

The ‘‘information on the bracelets rep-
resents a multitude of data that is used by
smuggling organizations, such as payment
status or affiliation with smuggling groups,”’
Dyman told Reuters.

The differing smuggling techniques come
as Democratic President Joe Biden’s admin-
istration has sought to reverse restrictive
immigration polices set up by his prede-
cessor, former President Donald Trump. But
a recent jump in border crossings has Repub-
licans warning the easing of hardline policies
will lead to an immigration crisis.

U.S. border agents carried out nearly
100,000 apprehensions or rapid expulsions of
migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border in Feb-
ruary, according to two people familiar with
preliminary figures, the highest monthly
total since mid-2019.

PURPLE BRACELET

“They run it like a business,” said Car-
dinal Brown, which means ‘‘finding more pa-
trons and looking for efficiencies.”” Migrants
can pay thousands of dollars for the journey
to the United States and human smugglers
have to pay off drug cartels to move people
through parts of Mexico.

“This is a money-making operation and
they have to pay close attention to who has
paid,” she said. ‘“This may be a new way to
keep track.”

Criminal groups operating in northern
Mexico, however, have long used systems to
log which migrants have already paid for the
right to be in gang-controlled territory, as
well as for the right to cross the border into
the United States, migration experts said.

A migrant in Reynosa—one of the most
dangerous cities in Mexico across the border
from McAllen, Texas—who declined to give
his name for fear of retaliation, showed Reu-
ters a picture of a purple wristband he was
wearing.

He said he paid $500 to one of the criminal
groups in the city after he arrived a few
months ago from Honduras to secure the
purple bracelet to protect against kidnap-
ping or extortion. He said once migrants or
their smugglers have paid for the right to
cross the river, which is also controlled by
criminal groups, they receive another brace-
let.

‘““This way we’re not in danger, neither us
nor the ‘coyote,”” he said, using the Spanish
word for smuggler.

One human smuggler who spoke on condi-
tions of anonymity, confirmed the bracelets
were a system to designate who has paid for
the right to transit through cartel territory.

“They are putting these (bracelets) on so
there aren’t killings by mistake,”” he said.

Migrants and smugglers say the use of
bracelets to designate who has paid for the
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right to cross the river is a system required
by the cartels that control waterfront terri-
tory in the conflict-ridden state of
Tamaulipas.

In January, a group of migrants were mas-
sacred in Tamaulipas state just 40 miles (70
km) west of Reynosa. Twelve local Mexican
police have been arrested in connection with
the massacre.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, a migrant
in Reynosa said this: ‘“He paid one of
the criminal groups in the city after he
arrived a few months ago from Hon-
duras to secure the purple bracelet to
protect against kidnapping and extor-
tion.”

‘““He said once migrants or their
smugglers have paid for the right to
cross the river, which is also controlled
by criminal groups, they receive an-
other bracelet.”

So basically, cartels are going
throughout, they are recruiting people
to come, charging them thousands of
dollars. At each step along the way
they have to pay another fee to get
across the territory that is controlled
by cartels.

One human smuggler who spoke up,
of course, on the condition of anonym-
ity, confirmed that the bracelets were
a system to designate who was paid for
the right to transit through cartel ter-
ritory. And this is what he said: ‘“They
are putting these bracelets on so there
aren’t killings by mistake.”

This is what we are allowing, and it
is tragic. We can do better than this.

We can mitigate the influence that
the cartels are having at our border,
and communities throughout my
State, in particular, in Texas, and
throughout our Nation. We can miti-
gate this humanitarian and this na-
tional security crisis, and I encourage
the White House to do so, and for this
House to take up legislation to secure
our border as well.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——————

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned
until 9 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon (at 9 o’clock and 20 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, March 19, 2021, at 9 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-629. A letter from the Congressional As-
sistant II, Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System, transmitting the Board’s
interim final rule — Loans to Executive Offi-
cers, Directors, and Principal Shareholders
of Member Banks [Regulation O; Docket No.:
R-1740] (RIN: 7100-AG10) received March 18,
2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Financial Services.
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EC-630. A letter from the Director, Office
of Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s correcting amendment — Branch Ap-
plication Procedures (RIN: 3064-AF54) re-
ceived March 10, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

EC-631. A letter from the Director, Office
of Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s final rule — Parent Companies of In-
dustrial Banks and Industrial Loan Compa-
nies (RIN: 3064-AF31) received March 10, 2021,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

EC-632. A letter from the Attorney, Regu-
latory Affairs, Office of the General Counsel,
Consumer Product Safety Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Fees for Production of Records; Other
Amendments to Procedures for Disclosure of
Information Under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act [Docket No.: CPSC-2020-0011] re-
ceived February 25, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-633. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — State of Michigan
Underground Injection Control (UIC) Class II
Program; Primary Approval [EPA-HQ-OW-
2020-0595; FRL 10018-31-OW] (RIN: 2040-ZA35)
received February 25, 2021, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-634. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Codifying EPA’s Adjudica-
tory Decision on Florida’s Clean Water Act
Section 404 Program Request [EPA-HQ-OW-
2018-0640; FRL-10018-76-OW] received Feb-
ruary 25, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-635. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval of Source-Specific
Air Quality Implementation Plans; New Jer-
sey [EPA-R02-OAR-2019-0720; FRL-10017-00-
Region 2] received February 25, 2021, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-636. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of State Air Quality Plans for Designated
Facilities and Pollutants; State of Maryland;
Control of Emissions from Existing Sewage
Sludge Incineration Units [EPA-R03-OAR-
2019-0527; FRIL-10018-21-Region 3] received
February 25, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-637. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Pennsyl-
vania; 1997 8-Hour Ozone National Ambient
Air Quality Standards Second Maintenance
Plan for the Scranton-Wilkes-Barre Area
[EPA-R03-OAR-2020-0316; FRL-10018-14-Re-
gion 3] received February 25, 2021, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

EC-638. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
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Protection Agency, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Penn-
sylvania; 1997 8-Hour Ozone National Ambi-
ent Air Quality Standard Second Mainte-
nance Plan for the Johnstown Area [EPA-
R03-OAR-2020-0355; FR1.-10016-55-Region 3] re-
ceived February 25, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-639. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; West
Virginia; 1997 8-Hour Ozone National Ambi-
ent Air Quality Standard Second Mainte-
nance Plan for the West Virginia Portion for
the Charleston, West Virginia Area Com-
prising Kanawha and Putnam Counties
[EPA-R03-OAR-2020-0194; FRL-10017-11-Re-
gion 3] received February 25, 2021, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

EC-640. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Vir-
ginia; Negative Declarations Certification
for the 2008 Ozone National Ambient Air
Quality Standard Including the 2016 Oil and
Natural Gas Control Techniques Guidelines
[EPA-R03-OAR-2020-0283; FRL-10016-88-Re-
gion 3] received February 25, 2021, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

EC-641. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Texas;
Reasonable Further Progress Plan for the
Houston-Galveston-Brazoria Ozone Non-
attainment Area [EPA-R06-OAR-2020-0300;
FRI1.-10019-45-Region 6] received February 25,
2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-642. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Pennsyl-
vania; 1997 8-Hour Ozone National Ambient
Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) Second Main-
tenance Plan for the Altoona (Blair County)
Area [EPA-R03-OAR-2020-0332; FRL-10017-26-
Region 3] received February 25, 2021, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-643. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Pennsyl-
vania; 1997 8-Hour Ozone National Ambient
Air Quality Standard Second Maintenance
Plan for the Harrisburg-Lebanon-Carlisle
Area [EPA-R03-OAR-2020-0288; FRIL-10016-56-
Region 3] received February 25, 2021, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-644. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Virginia: Final Ap-
proval of State Underground Storage Tank
Program Revisions, Codification, and Incor-
poration by Reference [EPA-R03-UST-2020-
0291; FRL 10018-06-Region 3] received Feb-
ruary 25, 2021, pursuant to b5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-645. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; GA:
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Non-Interference Demonstration and Main-
tenance Plan Revision for the Removal of
Transportation Control Measures in the At-
lanta Area [EPA-R04-OAR-2019-0661; FRL-
10019-92-Region 4] received March 16, 2021,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-646. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Ohio;
Base Year Emission Inventories and Emis-
sions Statement Rule Certification for the
2015 Ozone Standard [EPA-R05-OAR-2020-0388;
FRL-10020-89-Region 5] received March 16,
2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-647. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Approval and Pro-
mulgation of Air Quality State Implementa-
tion Plans; California; Plumas County; Mod-
erate Area Plan for the 2012 PM2.5 NAAQS
[EPA-R09-OAR-2020-0534; FRL-10020-36-Re-
gion 9] received March 16, 2021, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-648. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s interim final determination — Deter-
mination to Defer Sanctions; Arizona; Pinal
County Air Quality Control District [EPA-
R09-OAR-2021-0134; FRL-10020-94-Region 9] re-
ceived March 16, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-649. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Picarbutrazox; Pesticide
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2017-0653; FRL-
10019-99] received March 16, 2021, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-650. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Significant New Use Rules
on Certain Chemical Substances (20-4.B)
[EPA-HQ-OPPT-2020-0138; FRL-10016-51]
(RIN: 2070-AB27) received March 16, 2021, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-651. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Texas: Final Authorization
of State Hazardous Waste Management Pro-
gram Revision [EPA-R06-RCRA-2018-0506;
FRL-10019-76-Region 6] received March 16,
2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-652. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Kansas;
Removal of Kansas City, Kansas Reid Vapor
Pressure Fuel Requirement [EPA-R07-OAR-
2020-0711; FRL-10021-10-Region 7] received
March 16, 2021, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-653. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Mis-
souri; Missouri Reid Vapor Pressure Require-
ment [EPA-R07-OAR-2020-0695; FRIL.-10021-11-
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Region 7] received March 16, 2021, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

EC-654. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Wash-
ington: Inspection and Maintenance Pro-
gram; Correction [EPA-R10-OAR-2020-0174;
FRL-10020-98-Region 10] received March 16,
2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-655. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of State Air Quality Plans for Designated
Facilities and Pollutants; State of Maryland;
Control of Emissions from Existing Sewage
Sludge Incineration Units; Correction [EPA-
R03-0AR-2019-0527; FRL-10020-90-Region 3] re-
ceived March 16, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-656. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Fluindapyr; Pesticide Tol-
erances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2018-0551; FRIL-10019-
19] received March 16, 2021, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-657. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Quizalofop ethyl; Pesticide
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2019-0665; FRL-
10020-34] received March 16, 2021, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

————

CONSENSUS CALENDAR

Under clause 7 of rule XV, the fol-
lowing motion was filed with the Clerk:
Motion No. 1, March 18, 2021 by Mr.
Stivers on H.R. 1448

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. PERLMUTTER (for himself,
Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr. STIVERS, Mr. DA-
VIDSON, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. LEE of
California, Mr. JOoYCE of Ohio, Mr.
CORREA, Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York, Mr. MEUSER, Mr. CASTEN,
Ms. BONAMICI, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr.
LAWSON of Florida, Mr. PANETTA, Ms.
MATSUI, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. GAETZ,
Mr. CRIST, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN,
Mr. FOSTER, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. CLARKE
of New York, Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr. KIL-
MER, Ms. STEVENS, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
HASTINGS, Ms. SLOTKIN, Ms. TITUS,
Mr. WELCH, Mr. SHERMAN, Ms.
BROWNLEY, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr.
HUFFMAN, Mr. NEGUSE, Ms. STRICK-
LAND, Ms. WILD, Mr. GARCIA of Illi-
nois, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr. EVANS, Ms.
MOORE of Wisconsin, Ms. CLARK of
Massachusetts, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr.
MEEKS, Ms. DEAN, Mr. TONKO, Mr.
YOUNG, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr.
GALLEGO, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms.
TLAIB, Mr. PETERS, Mrs. TRAHAN,
Mrs. DINGELL, Miss RICE of New
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York, Mr. RESCHENTHALER, Mr. DAVID
ScoTT of Georgia, Mr. THOMPSON of
California, Ms. DEGETTE, Ms. SCAN-
LON, Mr. HIGGINS of New York, Ms.
SPEIER, Mrs. AXNE, Mr. VICENTE GON-

ZALEZ of Texas, Ms. MACE, Ms.
McCoLLuM, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr.
GARAMENDI, Mr. LIEU, Mrs. LURIA,

Mr. HIMES, Mr. CROW, Mr. LEVIN of
Michigan, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia,
Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, Mr.
AUCHINCLOSS, Mr. BARR, Mrs. HAYES,
Mr. GIBBS, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr.
DESAULNIER, Mr. COURTNEY, Ms.
KUSTER, Mr. MORELLE, Mr. PASCRELL,
Mr. JONES, Ms. WEXTON, Mr. BEYER,
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. CICILLINE,
Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. RASKIN, Mr.
QUIGLEY, Mr. CASE, Mr. KILDEE, Mr.
BERA, Miss GONZALEZ-COLON, Mrs.
KIRKPATRICK, Mr. CLEAVER, Ms. LoIS
FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. STANTON,
Mr. SWALWELL, Mr. JEFFRIES, and
Mr. YARMUTH):

H.R. 1996. A bill to create protections for
financial institutions that provide financial
services to cannabis-related legitimate busi-
nesses and service providers for such busi-
nesses, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on the Judiciary, for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. JOHNSON oF OHIO (for himself
and Mr. PHILLIPS):

H.R. 1997. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to improve the TRICARE pro-
gram for certain members of the Retired Re-
serve of the reserve components; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Ms. CHENEY (for herself and Mrs.
MILLER of West Virginia):

H.R. 1998. A bill to amend the Federal Meat
Inspection Act to allow the interstate sale of
State-inspected meat, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. SMITH oF MISSOURI (for him-
self, Mr. BRADY, Mr. BURGESS, Mr.
COMER, Mr. HARRIS, Mr. WENSTRUP,
and Mrs. RODGERS of Washington):

H.R. 1999. A bill to delay and offset the se-
quester under the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go
Act of 2010 as a result of the enactment of
the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Energy and Commerce, Oversight
and Reform, the Budget, and Education and
Labor, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. BANKS (for himself, Mr. TIF-
FANY, Mr. RESCHENTHALER, Mr. BARR,
Mr. NORMAN, Mr. WEBER of Texas,
Mr. BIsSHOP of North Carolina, Mr.
BABIN, and Mr. GIBBS):

H.R. 2000. A bill to amend section 230 of the
Communications Act of 1934 to clarify that
such section does not prevent a provider or
user of an interactive computer service from
being treated as the distributor of informa-
tion provided by another information con-
tent provider, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mrs. BEATTY:

H.R. 2001. A Dbill to amend the Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act to require regulated entities to pro-
vide information necessary for the Offices of
Women and Minority Inclusion to carry out
their duties, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. BISHOP OF NORTH CAROLINA
(for himself, Mr. PERRY, Mrs. HINSON,

March 18, 2021

Mr. FULCHER, Mr. WEBSTER of Flor-
ida, Mr. ROSENDALE, Mrs. BOEBERT,
Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. STEWART,
Mr. WALBERG, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr.
HARRIS, Mr. DUNCAN, Ms. TENNEY,
Mrs. GREENE of Georgia, Mr. MEUSER,
Mr. GooD of Virginia, Mr. BIGGS, Ms.
HERRELL, Mr. JOHNSON of South Da-
kota, Mrs. STEEL, Mr. C. ScoTT
FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr. CLOUD, Mr.
OWENS, Mr. GOODEN of Texas, Ms.
FoxxX, Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr. LAMALFA,
Mr. HICE of Georgia, Mr. WILLIAMS of
Texas, Mr. FEENSTRA, Mr. GUEST, Mr.
CAWTHORN, and Mr. MOORE of Utah):

H.R. 2002. A bill to amend the Social Secu-
rity Act to remove the restriction on the use
of funds under the Coronavirus State Fiscal
Recovery Fund to offset reductions in State
or territory tax revenues; to the Committee
on Oversight and Reform.

By Mrs. BOEBERT (for herself, Mr.
GOHMERT, Mr. BABIN, Mr. BROOKS,
Mrs. LESKO, Mr. ROSENDALE, Mr.
MOORE of Alabama, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr.
BIGGS, Mr. GAETZ, and Mr. PERRY):

H.R. 2003. A bill to enact into law certain
executive orders related to immigration and
border security, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Homeland Secu-
rity, Armed Services, Oversight and Reform,
and Foreign Affairs, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mrs. BOEBERT (for herself, Mr.
GOHMERT, Mr. BABIN, Mr. BROOKS,
Mrs. LESKO, Mr. ROSENDALE, Mr.
MOORE of Alabama, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr.
BIGGS, Mr. GAETZ, and Mr. PERRY):

H.R. 2004. A bill to provide that no Federal
funds may be used to enforce certain execu-
tive actions related to immigration, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, and in addition to the Committees
on Foreign Affairs, Armed Services, Intel-
ligence (Permanent Select), Energy and
Commerce, Ways and Means, and Homeland
Security, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. CALVERT (for himself and Mr.
CRIST):

H.R. 2005. A Dbill to amend chapter 139 of
title 10, United States Code, to require the
Secretary of each military department to
identify promising research programs of the
Small Business Innovation Research Pro-
gram or Small Business Technology Transfer
Program for inclusion in the future budgets
and plans of the Department of Defense, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. CARTER OF GEORGIA (for him-
self and Mr. O’HALLERAN):

H.R. 2006. A bill to authorize the Secretary
of Health and Human Services to award
grants to States to expand or maintain a
strategic stockpile of products deemed to be
essential in the event of a public health
emergency, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. CLARKE OF NEW YORK (for her-
self, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, and Mr. DAVID SCOTT
of Georgia):

H.R. 2007. A bill to provide for research and
education with respect to uterine fibroids,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. CRAIG (for herself and Mr.
MAST):

H.R. 2008. A bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to reauthorize
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certain programs relating to nonpoint source
management, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS OF ILLINOIS:

H.R. 2009. A bill to clarify access to courts
of the United States for persons seeking re-
dress for a violation of a constitutional right
by the United States or any agent, person, or
entity acting in the name of the United
States, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. DEFAZIO:

H.R. 2010. A bill to amend the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act to establish
a public health insurance option; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. DELAURO (for herself, Ms.
SANCHEZ, Miss GONZALEZ-COLON, Ms.
SCHRIER, and Mr. YOUNG):

H.R. 2011. A bill to amend the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 to increase the age of eligi-
bility for children to receive benefits under
the special supplemental nutrition program
for women, infants, and children, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor.

By Mr. DESAULNIER:

H.R. 2012. A bill to amend title 23, United
States Code, to establish a grant program for
the installation of electric vehicle charging
infrastructure and hydrogen fueling infra-
structure along the National Highway Sys-
tem, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Mr. DEUTCH:

H.R. 2013. A Dbill to establish the Climate
Change Advisory Commission to develop rec-
ommendations, frameworks, and guidelines
for projects to respond to the impacts of cli-
mate change, to issue Federal obligations,
the proceeds of which shall be used to fund
projects that aid in adaptation to climate
change, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Transportation
and Infrastructure, and Ways and Means, for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. GALLAGHER (for himself, Mr.
GOLDEN, Mr. MEIJER, and Ms.
SPANBERGER):

H.R. 2014. A bill to repeal certain outdated
authorizations for the use of military force,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. GALLAGHER (for himself and
Ms. SPEIER):

H.R. 2015. A bill to require the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget to sub-
mit to Congress an annual report on projects
that are over budget and behind schedule,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Oversight and Reform, and in addition to the
Committee on Armed Services, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned. B

By Miss GONZALEZ-COLON:

H.R. 2016. A bill to amend the Disaster Re-
covery Reform Act of 2018 to develop a study
regarding streamlining and consolidating in-
formation collection and preliminary dam-
age assessments, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. B B

By Miss GONZALEZ-COLON:

H.R. 2017. A bill to modify certain require-
ments to encourage the recovery of Puerto
Rico and the United States Virgin Islands; to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. B B

By Miss GONZALEZ-COLON:

H.R. 2018. A bill to waive certain provisions
in the case of an emergency declaration
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under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Miss GONZALEZ-COLON (for her-
self and Ms. PLASKETT):

H.R. 2019. A bill to amend the Bipartisan
Budget Act of 2018 to include certain services
in the definition of critical services for pur-
poses of repair, restoration, and replacement
of damaged facilities; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Miss GONZALEZ-COLON:

H.R. 2020. A bill to provide for an online re-
pository for certain reporting requirements
for recipients of Federal disaster assistance,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, and in
addition to the Committees on Small Busi-
ness, and Financial Services, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. GRIJALVA (for himself, Mr.
MCEACHIN, Ms. BARRAGAN, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Ms. NORTON, Mr. ESPAILLAT,
Ms. LEE of California, Mr.
LOWENTHAL, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. CHU, Ms.
MENG, Mr. GOMEZ, Ms. BLUNT ROCH-
ESTER, Mr. GARCIA of Illinois, Ms.
JAYAPAL, Mr. KHANNA, Ms. DEGETTE,
Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. KAHELE, Ms. BUSH,
Mr. ScoTT of Virginia, Mr. NADLER,
Ms. ESCOBAR, Ms. CASTOR of Florida,
Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms.
LEGER FERNANDEZ, and Ms. CLARKE of
New York):

H.R. 2021. A bill to restore, reaffirm, and
reconcile environmental justice and civil
rights, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Natural Re-
sources, the Judiciary, Transportation and
Infrastructure, Agriculture, and Education
and Labor, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. HERN (for himself and Mr.
COLE):

H.R. 2022. A Dbill to require asylum officers
at United States embassies and consulates to
conduct credible fear screenings before
aliens seeking asylum may be permitted to
enter the United States to apply for asylum,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Ms. HOULAHAN (for herself, Mr.
WESTERMAN, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, and Mr. BUCSHON):

H.R. 2023. A bill to authorize a pilot pro-
gram for dyslexia screening and early lit-
eracy intervention wusing evidence-based
services for students suspected of having an
early reading deficiency or dyslexia, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor.

By Mr. HOYER:

H.R. 2024. A bill to establish the Southern
Maryland National Heritage Area, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

By Mr. ISSA:

H.R. 2025. A bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to increase transparency and
oversight of third-party litigation funding in
certain actions, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. JEFFRIES (for himself, Mr.
BUCHANAN, Mr. FITZPATRICK, and Mr.
HUFFMAN):

H.R. 2026. A bill to assist in the conserva-
tion of highly endangered amphibian species
in foreign countries, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Natural Resources.

By Ms. JOHNSON oOF TEXAS (for herself
and Mr. WALTZ):
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H.R. 2027. A bill to direct Federal science
agencies and the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy to undertake activities to im-
prove the quality of undergraduate STEM
education and enhance the research capacity
at the Nation’s HBCUs, TCUs, and MSIs, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology.

By Mr. KILDEE (for himself, Mr.
BACON, Ms. BASS, Ms. CASTOR of Flor-
ida, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. GARBARINO,
Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. KATKO, Mr. LAN-
GEVIN, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. LAWSON
of Florida, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr.
MEILJER, Mr. POSEY, Mr. SAN NICOLAS,
and Mr. SOTO):

H.R. 2028. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to authorize a program to
recognize institutions of higher education
that offer outstanding services and programs
for foster and homeless youth, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Education
and Labor.

By Mrs. KIRKPATRICK (for herself,
Ms. BARRAGAN, Ms. BASS, Mr. BEYER,
Ms. BoNAMICI, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr.
CARDENAS, Mr. CARSON, Mr.
CICILLINE, Ms. CLARK of Massachu-
setts, Mr. COOPER, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, Mr. GALLEGO, Ms. GARCIA
of Texas, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. HAS-
TINGS, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. JAYAPAL,
Mr. KIND, Ms. LEE of California, Mr.
LEVIN of Michigan, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr.
LOWENTHAL, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr.
MCNERNEY, Mr. MEEKS, Ms. MENG,
Mr. MOULTON, Ms. NORTON, Ms. OMAR,
Mr. PANETTA, Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr.
PRICE of North Carolina, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. SMITH of Washington,
Mr. STANTON, Mr. SU0ZZI, Mr. THOMP-
SON of California, Ms. TLAIB, Mr.
VARGAS, Mr. VELA, Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN,
Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. JONES, Ms.
MATSUI, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Ms. TITUS, Mr. RASKIN, Mr.
AUCHINCLOSS, and Mr. WELCH):

H.R. 2029. A bill to provide that individuals
who are beneficiaries of deferred action, de-
ferred enforced departure, or temporary pro-
tected status shall be treated in the same
manner as citizens of the United States for
purposes of determining the eligibility of
such individuals to serve as officers or em-
ployees of Congress; to the Committee on
House Administration.

By Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI (for him-
self, Mr. STIVERS, Ms. SHERRILL, Mr.
WiIiLsON of South Carolina, Ms.
BoNAMICI, and Mr. STEIL):

H.R. 2030. A bill to establish a postsec-
ondary student data system; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor.

By Mr. LAHOOD (for himself and Mr.
FERGUSON):

H.R. 2031. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to encourage the transfer
of intangible property from controlled for-
eign corporations to United States share-
holders; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. LARSON oF CONNECTICUT (for
himself and Mr. COURTNEY):

H.R. 2032. A bill to direct the President to
use authority under the Defense Production
Act of 1950 to ensure an adequate supply
equipment necessary for limiting the spread
of COVID-19, to require the Director of the
Defense Logistics Agency to establish a sys-
tem for States and localities to access cov-
ered items during a covered emergency, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Armed Services, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.
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By Mrs. LAWRENCE (for herself, Ms.
BASS, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. HASTINGS,
Mrs. HAYES, Ms. NORTON, Ms. TLAIB,
Mr. NADLER, and Mr. CARSON):

H.R. 2033. A bill to amend subpart 1 of part
B of title IV of the Social Security Act to en-
sure that mental health screenings and as-
sessments are provided to children and youth
upon entry into foster care; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. LAWSON OF FLORIDA:

H.R. 2034. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Education to forgive the Federal student
loans of borrowers meeting certain income
requirements, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Education and Labor, and in
addition to the Committee on Ways and
Means, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Ms. LEE OF CALIFORNIA (for herself,
Mr. BisHOP of Georgia, Ms. McCOL-
LUM, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN,
Ms. SCANLON, Mr. ToNKO, Mr. KIL-
MER, Mr. TRONE, Mrs. AXNE, Mr.
DEFAZIO, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. COHEN, Mr.
CARDENAS, Ms. NORTON, and Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia):

H.R. 2035. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to improve access to
mental health services under the Medicare
program; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, and in addition to the Committee
on Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. LEVIN OF CALIFORNIA (for him-
self and Mr. FERGUSON):

H.R. 2036. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, in consultation
with the Secretary of State, to formulate a
strategy for entering into agreements with
foreign countries to develop and commer-
cialize new drugs to address pandemics, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

By Mr. LEVIN OF MICHIGAN (for him-
self, Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio, Mr.
HORSFORD, Mr. KATKO, Ms.
SPANBERGER, Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER,
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mrs. HINSON,
and Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio):

H.R. 2037. A Dbill to extend Federal Pell
Grant eligibility of certain short-term pro-
grams; to the Committee on Education and
Labor.

By Mr. LEVIN OF MICHIGAN (for him-
self, Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ, Mrs. HAYES,
Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. BARRAGAN, Ms. PINGREE,
Mr. BOWMAN, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms.
MOORE of Wisconsin, Ms. PRESSLEY,
Ms. TLAIB, Mr. RASKIN, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. JONES, Mr. NADLER, Ms.
JAYAPAL, Mr. GRIJALVA, and Ms.
BUSH):

H.R. 2038. A bill to establish a green trans-
portation infrastructure grant program, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. LOUDERMILK (for himself, Mr.
HUIZENGA, Mr. HiLL, Mr. DAVIDSON,
and Mr. BUDD):

H.R. 2039. A bill to prohibit the Securities
and Exchange Commission from requiring
that personally identifiable information be
collected under consolidated audit trail re-
porting requirements, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

By Mr. LOUDERMILK (for himself, Mr.
BARR, Mr. EMMER, and Mr. GONZALEZ
of Ohio):

H.R. 2040. A bill to update thresholds for
certain currency transaction reports and
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suspicious activity reports, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Financial
Services.
By Mr. LUETKEMEYER (for himself,
Mr. LoNG, Mr. SMITH of Missouri,
Mrs. HARTZLER, Mr. GRAVES of Mis-
souri, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. JACKSON,
Mr. BABIN, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr.
ALLEN, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois,
Mr. BAIRD, Mr. RESCHENTHALER, and
Mr. TIFFANY):

H.R. 2041. A bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to list fentanyl-related sub-
stances as schedule I controlled substances;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY oF
NEW YORK (for herself and Mr. CON-
NOLLY):

H.R. 2042. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to protect Federal employees
from retaliation for the lawful use of Federal
records, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform.

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY OF
NEW YORK (for herself, Mr. CONNOLLY,
and Mr. SARBANES):

H.R. 2043. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to require the Director of the
Office of Personnel Management to establish
and maintain a public directory of the indi-
viduals occupying Government policy and
supporting positions, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Oversight and Reform,
and in addition to the Committee on House
Administration, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. MANN (for himself, Mr. ESTES,
Mr. LATURNER, and Ms. DAVIDS of
Kansas):

H.R. 2044. A Dbill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
17 East Main Street in Herington, Kansas, as
the ‘“‘Captain Emil J. Kapaun Post Office
Building”’; to the Committee on Oversight
and Reform.

By Mr. MCCAUL (for himself, Mr.
CUELLAR, Mr. KATKO, and Mr.
KEATING):

H.R. 2045. A bill to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to establish in the De-
partment of Homeland Security the Biomet-
ric Identification Transnational Migration
Alert Program, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Homeland Security.

By Mrs. MILLER OF WEST VIRGINIA (for
herself, Mr. ARRINGTON, and Mr.
MCKINLEY):

H.R. 2046. A bill to enhance the security of
the United States and its allies, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, and in addition to the Committees
on Energy and Commerce, Financial Serv-
ices, Oversight and Reform, Ways and Means,
and the Judiciary, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. MOORE OF ALABAMA (for him-
self, Mr. BosT, and Ms. MACE):

H.R. 2047. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to expand eligibility for Post-9/
11 Educational Assistance to members of the
National Guard who perform certain full-
time duty; to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 2048. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 in order to improve the
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service obligation verification process for
TEACH Grant recipients, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and
Labor.

By Mr. PANETTA (for himself, Mr.
SIMPSON, Ms. SCHRIER, Mr. LAMALFA,
Ms. SPANBERGER, Mr. FITZPATRICK,
Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. TONKO, Mr.

TAKANO, and Mrs. DINGELL):

H.R. 2049. A Dbill to amend the Forest and
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning
Act of 1974 to promote reforestation fol-
lowing unplanned events on Federal land,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Agriculture, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. PASCRELL (for himself, Mr.
KINZINGER, Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. BISHOP
of Georgia, Ms. McCoLLUM, Mr.
TONKO, Mr. TIFFANY, Mr. PALAZZO,
Mr. HiLL, Mr. VAN DREW, Mr. COHEN,
Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. PAYNE, Mr.
CICILLINE, Mr. SIRES, Mr.
WESTERMAN, Mr. POCAN, Mr. JOHNSON
of Georgia, Mr. LAWSON of Florida,
Mr. KILMER, Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER,
Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. ROD-
NEY DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. DEGETTE,
and Mr. GRIJALVA):

H.R. 2050. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to eliminate the five-
month waiting period for disability insur-
ance benefits under such title and waive the
24-month waiting period for Medicare eligi-
bility for individuals with Huntington’s dis-
ease; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mr.
CURTIS):

H.R. 2051. A bill to designate methamphet-
amine as an emerging threat, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Miss
GONZALEZ-COLON):

H.R. 2052. A bill to amend chapter 11 of
title 31, United States Code, to require the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget to annually submit to Congress a re-
port on all disaster-related assistance pro-
vided by the Federal Government; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Ms. PLASKETT (for herself and
Miss GONZALEZ-COLON):

H.R. 2053. A bill to amend the Bipartisan
Budget Act of 2018 to extend the provision of
assistance for critical services with respect
to certain disasters, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure.

By Ms. PORTER (for herself, Ms. HER-
RERA BEUTLER, Mr. NADLER, Mr.
KATKO, Mr. TRONE, Mr. COLE, Mr.
MORELLE, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr.
LAWSON of Florida, Mr. TAYLOR, Mrs.
KIRKPATRICK, Miss GONZALEZ-COLON,
Ms. BARRAGAN, Mrs. HINSON, Ms.
SCANLON, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. DEUTCH,
Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms.

ROYBAL-ALLARD, Ms. TUNDERWOOD,
Mr. COHEN, Mr. RYAN, and Ms.
STRICKLAND):

H.R. 2054. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act, the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974, and the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for
certain health coverage of newborns; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in
addition to the Committees on Ways and
Means, and Education and Labor, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.
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By Mr. QUIGLEY (for himself and Ms.
NORTON):

H.R. 2055. A bill to amend the Ethics in
Government Act of 1978, the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the Lobbying Dis-
closure Act of 1995, the Legislative Reorga-
nization Act of 1946, the Duncan Hunter Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2009, the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,
the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938,
the Financial Stability Act of 2010, and the
Federal Funding Accountability and Trans-
parency Act of 2006 to improve access to in-
formation in the legislative and executive
branches of the Government, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and
Reform, and in addition to the Committees
on House Administration, the Judiciary,
Ethics, Financial Services, the Budget, and
Rules, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mrs. RODGERS OF WASHINGTON (for
herself, Mr. PALMER, Mrs. LESKO, Mr.
ALLEN, Mr. FERGUSON, Mr. JOYCE of
Pennsylvania, Mr. BAIRD, Mr. CLOUD,
Mr. BuDD, Mr. NORMAN, Mr. McCLIN-
TOCK, Mr. PERRY, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr.
STEWART, Mr. KELLER, Mr.
ARRINGTON, Mr. OWENS, Mr.
OBERNOLTE, Mr. MANN, Mr. BILIRAKIS,
Mr. LATURNER, Mr. DONALDS, Mr.
WEBER of Texas, Mr. HICE of Georgia,
Ms. HERRELL, and Mr. JOHNSON of
South Dakota):

H.R. 2056. A Dbill to provide for a reauthor-
izing schedule for unauthorized Federal pro-
grams, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Rules, and the
Budget, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. ROY (for himself, Mr. STEUBE,
Mr. BROOKS, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr.
GAETZ, Mr. POSEY, Mr. BABIN, Mr.
CLOUD, Mr. HERN, and Mr. GOHMERT):

H.R. 2057. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to require program partici-
pation agreements between institutions of
higher education and Hanban if a Confucius
Institute operates on the campus of the in-
stitution; to the Committee on Education
and Labor.

By Mr. RYAN (for himself, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, and Mr. CARTWRIGHT):

H.R. 2058. A bill to establish the Steel Val-
ley National Heritage Area in the States of
Pennsylvania and Ohio, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. SARBANES:

H.R. 2059. A Dbill to amend section 5542 of
title 5, United States Code, to provide that
any hours worked by Federal firefighters
under a qualified trade-of-time arrangement
shall be excluded for purposes of determina-
tions relating to overtime pay; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform.

By Mr. SARBANES (for himself, Mr.
WELCH, Ms. NORTON, Ms. DEGETTE,
Mr. MCNERNEY, Mrs. HAYES, Ms.
BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. RASKIN, Mr.
CARDENAS, Ms. MATSUI, and Mr. NAD-
LER):

H.R. 2060. A bill to amend the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007 to fund
job-creating improvements in energy and re-
siliency for Federal buildings, to enable a
portfolio of clean buildings by 2030, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, Oversight and Reform, Armed Services,
Veterans® Affairs, and Homeland Security,
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for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. SCHRADER (for himself and
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota):

H.R. 2061. A bill to establish an inter-
agency One Health Program, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Agriculture, Natural Resources, and
Foreign Affairs, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. SCOTT oOF VIRGINIA (for him-
self, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois,
Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms.
ADAMS, Mr. KATKO, Mrs. AXNE, Miss
GONZALEZ-COLON, Ms. NEWMAN, Mr.
VAN DREW, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr.
GROTHMAN, Ms. WILD, and Mr. HOL-
LINGSWORTH):

H.R. 2062. A bill to amend the Age Dis-
crimination in Employment Act of 1967 and
other laws to clarify appropriate standards
for Federal employment discrimination and
retaliation claims, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Education and Labor.

By Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT OF GEORGIA:

H.R. 2063. A bill to amend the National
Labor Relations Act to modify the authority
of the National Labor Relations Board with
respect to rulemaking, issuance of com-
plaints, and authority over unfair labor prac-
tices; to the Committee on Education and
Labor.

By Mr. SMITH OF NEW JERSEY:

H.R. 2064. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to provide for certain
protections for aliens granted temporary
protected status or deferred enforced depar-
ture, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. STEWART (for himself and Mr.
CRENSHAW):

H.R. 2065. A bill to amend section 1105(a) of
title 31, United States Code, to require that
annual budget submissions of the President
to Congress provide an estimate of the cost
per taxpayer of the deficit and of the public
debt; to the Committee on the Budget.

By Mrs. TORRES OF CALIFORNIA (for
herself, Ms. ESCOBAR, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms. NORTON,
Ms. LEE of California, Mr. HASTINGS,
Mr. VARGAS, Ms. TITUS, Ms. OMAR,
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. McGovV-
ERN, Mr. CARDENAS, Mr. GALLEGO,
and Mr. S0TO):

H.R. 2066. A bill to provide for the con-
fidentiality of information submitted in re-
quests for deferred action under the deferred
action for childhood arrivals program, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mrs. TRAHAN (for herself, Mr. CAR-
TER of Georgia, Mr. MCKINLEY, Ms.
KUSTER, Mr. TRONE, and Mr. TONKO):

H.R. 2067. A bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to require physicians and
other prescribers of controlled substances to
complete training on treating and managing
patients with opioid and other substance use
disorders, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in
addition to the Committee on the Judiciary,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ (for herself and
Mr. STIVERS):

H.R. 2068. A bill to create a safe harbor for
insurers engaging in the business of insur-
ance in connection with a cannabis-related
legitimate business, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Financial Services.
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By Ms. VELAZQUEZ (for herself, Mrs.
CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York,
and Mrs. BEATTY):

H.R. 2069. A bill to amend the Home Mort-
gage Disclosure Act of 1975 to modify the ex-
emptions from certain disclosure require-
ments; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ (for herself, Ms.
OCASIO-CORTEZ, Ms. WATERS, Mr.
ScoTT of Virginia, Mrs. CAROLYN B.
MALONEY of New York, Mr. DAVID
ScoTT of Georgia, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr.
TAKANO, Mr. NADLER, Mr. NEAL, Mr.
MEEKS, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. Rulz, Mr.
Su0zz1, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. GREEN of
Texas, Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr. THOMPSON
of Mississippi, Ms. JAYAPAL, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Ms. MENG, Mr.
SIRES, Ms. ADAMS, Ms. ESHOO, Mr.
LEVIN of Michigan, Mr. BROWN, Ms.
LEE of California, Ms. MCcCOLLUM,
Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. GARCIA of Illi-
nois, Ms. BUSH, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS
of Illinois, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. EVANS,
Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. OMAR, Mrs.
HAYES, Mr. BOWMAN, Mr. HUFFMAN,
Ms. BASS, Mr. MFUME, Ms. BLUNT
ROCHESTER, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr.
VEASEY, Ms. SCANLON, Mr. JONES,
Mrs. TORRES of California, Mr.
WELCH, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. KHANNA, Ms.
KELLY of Illinois, Mr. SAN NICOLAS,
Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New
York, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. WILD,
Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Ms. SEWELL,
Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr. VARGAS, Mr.
THOMPSON of California, Ms. SPEIER,
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. CARSON, Mr.
QUIGLEY, Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. KAPTUR, Ms.
ROYBAL-ALLARD, Ms. TITUS, Mr.
CORREA, Mr. HIGGINS of New York,
Mr. RUsH, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, and
Mr. NEGUSE):

H.R. 2070. A bill to recognize the right of
the People of Puerto Rico to call a status
convention through which the people would
exercise their natural right to self-deter-
mination, and to establish a mechanism for
congressional consideration of such decision,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Natural Resources, and in addition to the
Committee on Rules, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr.
PoCAN, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr.
GRIJALVA, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. GALLEGO,
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr.
CICILLINE, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. RUIZ, Ms.
McCoLLuM, and Mrs. CAROLYN B.
MALONEY of New York):

H.R. 2071. A bill to amend part D of title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to require
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
to negotiate covered part D drug prices on
behalf of Medicare beneficiaries; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Ways and Means,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Ms. WEXTON (for herself, Mr.
SHERMAN, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr.
DEUTCH, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms. NORTON,
Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. 8SU0zzI, Mrs.
LURIA, Mr. HASTINGS, and Mr. CAR-
SON):

H.R. 2072. A Dbill to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to require issuers to
make certain disclosures relating to the
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.
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By Mr. YARMUTH:

H.R. 2073. A bill to place a moratorium on
permitting for mountaintop removal coal
mining until health studies are conducted by
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, and in addition
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Mrs.
TORRES of California):

H.R. 2074. A Dbill to assist Tribal govern-
ments in the management of buffalo and buf-
falo habitat and for the reestablishment of
buffalo on Indian lands; to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

By Ms. BASS (for herself, Ms. NORTON,
Mr. BisHOP of Georgia, Mr. RUSH, Ms.
JACKSON LEE, Mr. GREEN of Texas,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. CARSON,
Mr. PAYNE, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. TITUS,
Mr. VARGAS, Mr. VEASEY, Mr.
TAKANO, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mr.
BERA, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. GALLEGO,
Mr. EVANS, Mr. PANETTA, Mr.
KHANNA, Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr. NEGUSE,
Ms. OMAR, and Ms. JACOBS of Cali-
fornia):

H. Res. 251. A resolution reaffirming bilat-
eral and multilateral relations between the
United States and African countries and rec-
ognizing the importance of diplomatic, secu-
rity, and trade relations; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. CAWTHORN:

H. Res. 252. A resolution commemorating
the 100-year anniversary of the fall of
Kronstadt, which took place on March 18,
1921; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. HASTINGS (for himself and Mr.
MEEKS):

H. Res. 253. A resolution celebrating the
heritage of Romani Americans; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to
the Committee on Natural Resources, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY OF
NEW YORK (for herself, Mr. BILIRAKIS,
Mr. SARBANES, Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Mr.
PAPPAS, and Mr. SIRES):

H. Res. 254. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Congress that the Parthenon
Marbles should be returned to Greece; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. TENNEY:

H. Res. 255. A resolution amending the
Rules of the House of Representatives to re-
quire that any bill or resolution that is not
reported from a committee of subject-matter
jurisdiction requires a two-thirds vote to be
considered as passed; to the Committee on
Rules.

By Mr. VAN DREW (for himself, Mr.
GRAVES of Missouri, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, Mr. CARL, Mr. BI1GGS, Mr. NOR-
MAN, Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Flor-
ida, Mr. FALLON, Mr. TIFFANY, Mr.
BABIN, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr. MULLIN, Mr.
WESTERMAN, Mr. OBERNOLTE, Mr.
BANKS, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. GOHMERT,

Mr. RICE of South Carolina, Mrs.
HARSHBARGER, Mr. JACKSON, Mr.
BUDD, Mr. GAETZ, Mr. OWENS, Mr.

CALVERT, Mr. GIBBS, Mr. DONALDS,
Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. SMITH of Missouri,
Mr. BisHOP of North Carolina, Mr.
LAMBORN, Mr. POSEY, Mr. CURTIS, Mr.
GOODEN of Texas, Mr. HICE of Geor-
gia, Mr. GooD of Virginia, Mr. STEW-

ART, and Mr. CRAWFORD):
H. Res. 256. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
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the fencing installed around the perimeter of
the United States Capitol should be removed
and the mission of the National Guard in the
District of Columbia in response to the at-
tacks on the Capitol on January 6, 2021,
should be ended; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, and in addition
to the Committee on Armed Services, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. PERLMUTTER:

H.R. 1996.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

By Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio:

H.R. 1997.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the US Constitution

By Ms. CHENEY:

H.R. 1998.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 3 provides Con-
gress with the power to ‘‘regulate commerce
with foreign nations, and among the several
states, and with the Indian tribes.” [Page
H2390]

By Mr. SMITH of Missouri:

H.R. 1999.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 1

Article I, Section 8, clause 18

Article I, Section 9, clause 7

By Mr. BANKS:

H.R. 2000.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority of Congress
to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, section 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion, specifically clause 18 (relating to the
power to make all laws necessary and proper
for carrying out the powers vested in Con-
gress).

By Mrs. BEATTY:

H.R. 2001.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina:

H.R. 2002.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution.

By Mrs. BOEBERT:

H.R. 2003.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 4: To establish
an uniform Rule of Naturalization . . .

By Mrs. BOEBERT:

H.R. 2004.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 4: To establish
an uniform Rule of Naturalization . . .

By Mr. CALVERT:

H.R. 2005.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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The constitutional authority of Congress
to enact this legislation is Section 8 of Arti-
cle I of the Constitution, speciflcally Clauses
1 (relating to providing for the general wel-
fare of the United States) and 18 (relating to
the power to make all laws necessary and
proper for carrying out the powers vested in
Congress) of such section.

OR

The constitutional authority of Congress
to enact this legislation is Article I, Section
8, Clause 1 and Clause 18.

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia:

H.R. 2006.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Ms. CLARKE of New York:

H.R. 2007.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I; Section 8

By Ms. CRAIG:

H.R. 2008.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois:

H.R. 2009.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I of the Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments and further clarified and
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the
United States.

By Mr. DEFAZIO:

H.R. 2010.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 (relating to
the power to make all laws necessary and
proper for carrying out the powers vested in
Congress)

By Ms. DELAURO:

H.R. 2011.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 3 provides Con-
gress with the power to ‘‘regulate commerce
with foreign nations, and among the several
states, and with the Indian tribes.”

By Mr. DESAULNIER:

H.R. 2012.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8.

By Mr. DEUTCH:

H.R. 2013.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 of the U.S.
Constitution.

By Mr. GALLAGHER:

H.R. 2014.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 11

By Mr. GALLAGHER:

H.R. 2015.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Congtitution

By Miss GONZALEZ-COLON:

H.R. 2016.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Congress has the power to enact this
legislation pursuant to Article I, Section 8,
Clauses 1 and 18 of the U.S. Constitution,
which provide as follows:

The Congress shall have Power To lay and
collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises,
to pay the Debts and provide for the common
Defense and general Welfare of the United
States; [. . . —And

To make all laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
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foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof. . R

By Miss GONZALEZ-COLON:

H.R. 2017.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Congress has the power to enact this
legislation pursuant to Article I, Section 8,
Clauses 1 and 18 of the U.S. Constitution,
which provide as follows:

The Congress shall have Power To lay and
collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises,
to pay the Debts and provide for the common
Defense and general Welfare of the United
States; [. . . ]—And

To make all laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof. . R

By Miss GONZALEZ-COLON:

H.R. 2018. 1 Congress has the power to
enact this legislation pursuant to the fol-
lowing:

The Congress has the power to enact this
legislation pursuant to Article I, Section 8,
Clauses 1 and 18 of the U.S. Constitution,
which provide as follows:

The Congress shall have Power To lay and
collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises,
to pay the Debts and provide for the common
Defense and general Welfare of the United
States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises
shall be uniform throughout the United
States; [. . . ]—And

To make all laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof. . R

By Miss GONZALEZ-COLON:

H.R. 2019.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Congress has the power to enact this
legislation pursuant to Article I, Section 8,
Clauses 1 and 18 of the U.S. Constitution,
which provide as follows:

The Congress shall have Power To lay and
collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises,
to pay the Debts and provide for the common
Defense and general Welfare of the United
States; [. . . ]—And

To make all laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof. . R

By Miss GONZALEZ-COLON:

H.R. 2020.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Congress has the power to enact this
legislation pursuant to Article I, Section 8,
Clauses 1 and 18 of the U.S. Constitution,
which provide as follows:

The Congress shall have Power To lay and
collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises,
to pay the Debts and provide for the common
Defense and general Welfare of the United
States; [. . . ]—And

To make all laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof.

By Mr. GRIJALVA:

H.R. 2021.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

U.S. Const. art. I, sec. 8, cl. 3

To regulate Commerce with foreign Na-
tions, and among the several States, and
with the Indian tribes;
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U.S. Cont. art. IV, sec. 3, cl. 2, sen. a

The Congress shall have Power to dispose
of and make all needful Rule and Regula-
tions respecting the Territory of other Prop-
erty belonging to the United States;

By Mr. HERN:

H.R. 2022.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII, U.S. Constitution

By Ms. HOULAHAN:

H.R. 2023.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Mr. HOYER:

H.R. 2024.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

U.S. Constitution, Article I

By Mr. ISSA:

H.R. 2025.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 9: ‘“To con-
stitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme
Court”

Article III, Section 1, Clause 2: The judicial
Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and
Equity, arising under this Constitution, the
Laws of the United States, and Treaties
made, or which shall be made, under their
Authority; to all Cases affecting Ambas-
sadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;
to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Ju-
risdiction; to Controversies to which the
United States shall be a Party; to Controver-
sies between two or more States; between
Citizens of different States, between Citizens
of the same State claiming Lands under
Grants of different States, and between a
State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign
States, Citizens or Subjects.

By Mr. JEFFRIES:

H.R. 2026.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I section 8 clause 18 of the United
States Constitution

By Ms. JOHNSON of Texas:

H.R. 2027.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

By Mr. KILDEE:

H.R. 2028.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8.

By Mrs. KIRKPATRICK:

H.R. 2029.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI:

H.R. 2030.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution

By Mr. LAHOOD:

H.R. 2031.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

ARTICLE I, SECTION 8, CLAUSE 1

The Congress shall have Power to lay and
collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises.

By Mr. LARSON of Connecticut:

H.R. 2032.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Mrs. LAWRENCE:

H.R. 2033.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article I, Section 8, Clause 18, “To make
all Laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into Execution the foregoing
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this
Constitution in the Government of the
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof.”

By Mr. LAWSON of Florida:

H.R. 2034.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

‘““‘Article 1, Section 8: To make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers,
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States,
or in any Department or Officer thereof”’

By Ms. LEE of California:

H.R. 2035.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I of the
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the
United States.

By Mr. LEVIN of California:

H.R. 2036.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Mr. LEVIN of Michigan:

H.R. 2037.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 1 of the Constitution.

By Mr. LEVIN of Michigan:

H.R. 2038.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 1 of the Constitution.

By Mr. LOUDERMILK:

H.R. 2039.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution

By Mr. LOUDERMILK:

H.R. 2040.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution

By Mr. LUETKEMEYER:

H.R. 2041.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Constitutional authority on which
this bill rests is the power of Congress to lay
and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and ex-
cises to pay the debts and provide for the
common Defense and general welfare of the
United States, as enumerated in Article I,
Section 8, Clause 1. Thus, Congress has the
authority not only to increase taxes, but
also, to reduce taxes to promote the general
welfare of the United States of America and
her citizens. Additionally, Congress has the
Constitutional authority to regulate com-
merce among the States and with Indian
Tribes, as enumerated in Article I, Section 8,
Clause 3.

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York:

H.R. 2042.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the Con-
stitution of the United States grants the
Congress the power to enact this law.

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York:

H.R. 2043.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the Con-
stitution of the United States grants the
Congress the power to enact this law.

By Mr. MANN:

H.R. 2044.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The U.S. House of Representatives allows
for the renaming of federally owned postal
facilities.

By Mr. McCAUL:

H.R. 2045.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia:

H.R. 2046.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3

By Mr. MOORE of Alabama:

H.R. 2047.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 2048.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the
Constitution.

By Mr. PANETTA:

H.R. 2049.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 18

By Mr. PASCRELL:

H.R. 2050.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I, Section
8, Clause 18 of the United States Constitu-
tion.

By Mr. PETERS:

H.R. 2051.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8.

By Mr. PETERS:

H.R. 2052.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8.

By Ms. PLASKETT:

H.R. 2053.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Ms. PORTER:

H.R. 2054.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Mr. QUIGLEY:

H.R. 2055.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S.
Constitution

By Mrs. RODGERS of Washington:

H.R. 2056.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 7, Clause 1: ‘‘All Bills for
raising Revenue shall originate in the House
of Representatives; but the Senate may pro-
pose or concur with amendments as on other
Bills.”

By Mr. ROY:

H.R. 2057.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Mr. RYAN:

H.R. 2058.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8: ‘“To make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper for car-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

rying into Execution the foregoing Powers,
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States,
or in any Department or Officer thereof.”

By Mr. SARBANES:

H.R. 2059.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion under the General Welfare Clause

By Mr. SARBANES:

H.R. 2060.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of U.S. Constitution
under the General Welfare Clause

By Mr. SCHRADER:

H.R. 2061.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, clause 3.

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia:

H.R. 2062.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

By Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia:

H.R. 2063.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey:

H.R. 2064.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8 Clause 1 of the US Con-
stitution

By Mr. STEWART:

H.R. 2065.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 Clause 3

By Mrs. TORRES of California:

H.R. 2066.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

According to Article 1: Section 8: Clause
18: of the United States Constitution, seen
below, this bill falls within the Constitu-
tional Authority of the United States Con-
gress.

Article 1: Section 8: Clause 18: To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.

By Mrs. TRAHAN:

H.R. 2067.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article. I, Section 8, Clause 18

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ:

H.R. 2068.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3

The Congress shall have Power . . . To reg-
ulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and
among the several States, and with the In-
dian Tribes. .

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ:

H.R. 2069.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1

The Congress shall have Power to . .
vide for the
United States; . . ,

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ:

H.R. 2070.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1

The Congress shall have Power to . . . pro-
vide for the general Welfare of the
United States; . . .

. pro-
general Welfare of the
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By Mr. WELCH:

H.R. 2071.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: The Con-
gress shall have Power To . make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United

States, or in any Department or Officer
therof..
By Ms. WEXTON:
H.R. 2072.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3
By Mr. YARMUTH:
H.R. 2073.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States
By Mr. YOUNG:
H.R. 2074.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8. Clause 3

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 55: Mr. DESAULNIER.

H.R. 67: Mr. RUTHERFORD.

H.R. 69: Mr. RASKIN and Mr. CARL.

H.R. 82: Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. JACOBS of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. LAMB.

H.R. 235: Ms. JAYAPAL.

H.R. 263: Mr. NORCROSS, Mr. SCHWEIKERT,
Ms. MACE, and Mr. CARTER of Georgia.

H.R. 288: Mr. GooD of Virginia.

. 322: . REED.

. 369: . SoTo.

. 379: . CASTOR of Florida.

. 465: . COHEN.

. 553: . DELBENE.

. 571: Mrs. MURPHY of Florida.

H.R. 586: Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 695: Ms. MACE, Ms. TENNEY, and Mr.
JACOBS of New York.

. 705: . FEENSTRA.

. 707: . SPEIER and Mr. HIMES.
. 748: . CROW and Ms. STRICKLAND.
. 783: . KILMER.

. 812: . MAANN.

. 824: . GOODEN of Texas.

. 825: . Ruiz.

. 826: . Bass.

. 845: . RESCHENTHALER.

. 852: . KiMm of New Jersey.

. 894: . BERGMAN.

H.R. 1012: Mr. MEEKS.

H.R. 1022: Ms. HERRELL, Mr. LARSEN of
Washington, and Mr. WITTMAN.

H.R. 1030: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN.

H.R. 1062: Mr. FEENSTRA.

H.R. 1145: Mr. BISHOP of Georgia.

H.R. 1182: Ms. NEWMAN.

H.R. 1193: Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr.
WILLIAMS of Texas, Mr. LUCAS, Mr. KUSTOFF,
Mr. RICE of South Carolina, Mr. MAST,

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania,

Mr. MEIJER, Mrs. MURPHY of Florida, and
Mr. MOORE of Utah.

H.R. 1203: Mr. BERGMAN.

H.R. 1226: Mr. LAMALFA and Ms. NEWMAN.

H.R. 1227: Mr. PERLMUTTER.

. 1228: Mr. ALLRED and Mr. KINZINGER.

. 1282: Mrs. KIRKPATRICK.

. 1297: Mr. MEUSER.

. 1302: Mr. KHANNA and Mrs. AXNE.

. 1313: Mr. SAN NicoLAs and Ms.
DEGETTE.
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H.R. 1328: Mr. JONES.

H.R. 1333: Mr. ALLRED, Mrs. FLETCHER, Mr.
GOTTHEIMER, and Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 1346: Mr. HIGGINS of New York and Mr.
CUELLAR.

H.R. 1352: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

H.R. 1361: Mr. NEGUSE and Mrs. LURIA.

H.R. 1391: Mr. THOMPSON of California, Ms.
WILLIAMS of Georgia, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr.
RASKIN, Mr. CrRIST, and Mr. CLEAVER.

H.R. 1411: Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. KINZINGER,
and Mrs. WALORSKI.

H.R. 1448: Mr. CUELLAR, Mr. COLE, Mr. NOR-
CROSS, Mr. JACKSON, Mr. TONY GONZALES of
Texas, Mr. OWENS, Mr. PFLUGER, Mrs. STEEL,
Mr. FEENSTRA, Mrs. KiM of California, Mr.
TORRES of New York, Ms. RosSS, Mrs. GREENE
of Georgia, Mr. POCAN, Mr. MOORE of Utah,
Mr. MEIJER, Mr. NEHLS, Ms. SALAZAR, Mr.
CORREA, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. MANNING, Mr. SHER-
MAN, Mr. MALINOWSKI, Ms. STEVENS, Ms.
ADAMS, Mr. OBERNOLTE, Mr. LATURNER, and
Mr. ISSA.

H.R. 1475: Mr. MEEKS.

H.R. 1496: Mrs. LESKO, Mr. BURCHETT, Mr.
NORMAN, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. BI1GGS, Mrs. MILLER
of Illinois, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. STIVERS, Mr.
ADERHOLT, Mr. ROUZER, Mrs. MCCLAIN, Mr.
BACON, Mr. OWENS, Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of
Florida, Ms. HERRELL, Mr. DONALDS, and Mr.
WEBER of Texas.

H.R. 1518: Mr. LAMB.

H.R. 1529: Mr. BABIN.

H.R. 1535: Mr. DIAZ-BALART.

H.R. 1551: Ms. BARRAGAN and Mr. TONKO.

H.R. 1556: Mr. GAETZ and Mr. GUEST.

H.R. 1568: Mr. WEBER of Texas and Mr.
STIVERS.

H.R. 1592: Mr. BABIN.

H.R. 1603: Ms. SLOTKIN, Mr. STANTON, Mr.
NEGUSE, Mr. GARAMENDI, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr.
Cardenas, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia, Ms. LEE of California, Ms. LEGER
FERNANDEZ, Ms. NORTON, Mr. CROW, Mr.
TORRES of New York, Ms. PINGREE, Ms.
KUSTER, Ms. WEXTON, Mr. GALLEGO, Ms.
ESHOO, Ms. BASS, Mrs. DEMINGS, Mrs. TORRES
of California, Mr. SCHRADER, Mr. HUFFMAN,
Mr. KIND, Ms. CHU, Ms. BOURDEAUX, Mr.
VARGAS, Mr. Suozzi, Ms. CRAIG, Mr. PAS-
CRELL, Mr. KAHELE, Mr. COOPER, Ms. GARCIA
of Texas, Mr. RUIZ, Mr. BERA, Mrs. AXNE, Mr.
MEEKS, and Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 1607: Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER, Mr.
CRENSHAW, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. SU0zzI, Mr.
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VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr. CORREA, Mr.
PAYNE, Mrs. AXNE, Mr. RYAN, Mr. WALTZ,
Mr. EVANS, Mr. VAN DREW, and Ms. GARCIA of
Texas.

H.R. 1614: Mr. BLUMENAUER and Ms. LEE of
California.

H.R. 1618: Ms. NEWMAN.

H.R. 1630: Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms. NORTON,
and Mr. COHEN.
H.R. 1631:

HUFFMAN.

H.R. 1680: Mr. RUTHERFORD.

H.R. 1699: Mrs. HARTZLER, Mr. BABIN, Mr.
BILIRAKIS, Mr. KELLER, and Mr. GUEST.

H.R. 1729: Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois.

H.R. 1748: Mr. WALBERG.

H.R. 1752: Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Penn-
sylvania.

H.R. 1756: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 1790: Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 1813: Mr. ZELDIN, Mr. CORREA, Mr.
GARCIA of Illinois, Mr. LEVIN of California,
and Ms. NEWMAN.

H.R. 1814: Mrs. LURIA and Ms. MENG.

H.R. 1819: Mr. TONKO.

H.R. 1829: Mr. KELLER.

H.R. 1836: Mr. THOMPSON of California.

H.R. 1843: Ms. SCANLON, Ms. SANCHEZ, Mr.
CLEAVER, Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, Mr.
KILDEE, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, Mr.
MORELLE, Mr. MALINOWSKI, Mr. THOMPSON of
Mississippi, Mr. PHILLIPS, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr.
JEFFRIES, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER,
and Ms. PORTER.

H.R. 1861: Mr. MEUSER and Mr. TONKO.

H.R. 1864: Ms. CRAIG.

H.R. 1881: Mr. LAMALFA.

H.R. 1892: Mr. REED, Mr. JOYCE of Pennsyl-
vania, and Mrs. SPARTZ.

H.R. 1893: Mr. CASE.

H.R. 1901: Mr. BROOKS and Mr. BERGMAN.

H.R. 1905: Mr. KELLER, Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr.
LYNCH, and Mrs. MCBATH.

H.R. 1944: Mr. JACKSON
GHER.

H.R. 1948: Mr. BOWMAN, Ms. CASTOR of Flor-
ida, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr.
NADLER, Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ, Mr. PALLONE,
Ms. PORTER, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. SMITH of Wash-
ington, Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr.
TONKO, and Mr. HUFFMAN.

H.R. 1964: Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 1974: Ms. SEWELL and Mr. SUOZZI.

H.R. 1994: Ms. HOULAHAN.

Mr. MCNERNEY and Mr.

and Mr. GALLA-
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H.J. Res. 12: Mrs. BICE of Oklahoma.

H.J. Res. 25: Mr. BUDD.

H.J. Res. 29: Mr. HUFFMAN and Mr. RASKIN.

H. Res. 43: Mr. BIGGS.

H. Res. 83: Mr. Su0zzI and Mr. DELGADO.

H. Res. 109: Ms. SPEIER, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr.
OBERNOLTE, Mr. KINZINGER, Miss RICE of New
York, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. CUELLAR, Mr.
NEGUSE, Mr. LAWSON of Florida, Mr. VARGAS,
Ms. TENNEY, Ms. DEAN, Ms. TLAIB, and Ms.
TITUS.

H. Res. 1563: Mr. WALTZ, Mr. TAYLOR, and
Mr. VALADAO.

H. Res. 224: Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. BABIN, Mr.
PERRY, Mr. STEUBE, and Mr. BUDD.

H. Res. 231: Mr. CASE.

H. Res. 237: Mrs. BICE of Oklahoma, Mr.
CONNOLLY, Mr. WALTZ, Ms. ESH0OO, Ms.
McCoLLUM, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. KHANNA,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. HIMES, and Mr. CORREA.

H. Res. 242: Mr. RASKIN.

H. Res. 243: Mrs. HARSHBARGER, Mrs. MIL-
LER of West Virginia, Mr. KUSTOFF, Mr.
MCCLINTOCK, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BALDERSON, Mr.
BANKS, Mr. BERGMAN, Mrs. BICE of OKkla-
homa, Mr. BisHoP of North Carolina, Mr.
BURGESS, Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Ms. CHE-
NEY, Mr. CLOUD, Mr. CLYDE, Mr. CRAWFORD,
Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, Mr.
DONALDS, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr. DUNN, Mr.
FEENSTRA, Mr. FITZGERALD, Mr. GREEN of
Tennessee, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. HAGEDORN,
Mr. HARRIS, Mr. HERN, Mr. HICE of Georgia,
Mrs. HINSON, Mr. JACKSON, Mr. JOHNSON of
Louisiana, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr.
LAMBORN, Mrs. LESKO, Mr. LOUDERMILK, Ms.
MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. MANN, Mr. MAST, Mr.
MCKINLEY, Mr. MEUSER, Mr. MULLIN, Mr.
NEWHOUSE, Mr. PALMER, Mr. ROUZER, Mr.
ROY, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. SCALISE, Mr. AUS-
TIN SCOTT of Georgia, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. TUR-
NER, Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. WALTZ, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, Mr. WOMACK, Mr. BAIRD, Mr. BUDD,
Mr. CALVERT, Mrs. CAMMACK, Ms. FOXX, Mr.
GARCIA of California, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr.
GOODEN of Texas, Mr. HUDSON, Mr. JOHNSON
of Ohio, Mr. LONG, Mr. RESCHENTHALER, Mr.
SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. WENSTRUP, Mr.
WESTERMAN, Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas, Mr.
PERRY, Mr. NORMAN, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr.
WALBERG, and Mrs. BOEBERT.
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